OMEGA PSI| PHI FOUNDING

OMEGA PSI PHI FOUNDING MARKS A SIGNIFICANT CHAPTER IN THE HISTORY OF AFRICAN AMERICAN FRATERNITIES AND HIGHER
EDUCATION. ESTABLISHED TO PROMOTE ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE, LEADERSHIP, AND COMMUNITY SERVICE, THE FRATERNITY HAS
GROWN INTO A PROMINENT ORGANIZATION WITH A RICH LEGACY. THE OMEGA PSI PHI FOUNDING IS NOT ONLY ABOUT THE
CREATION OF A FRATERNITY BUT ALSO ABOUT THE EMPOWERMENT OF AFRICAN AMERICAN MEN DURING A PERIOD OF SOCIAL AND
RACIAL CHALLENGES. THIS ARTICLE WILL EXPLORE THE BACKGROUND LEADING TO THE FRATERNITY'S ESTABLISHMENT, THE
FOUNDERS AND THEIR VISION, THE CORE PRINCIPLES, AND THE FRATERNITY’S ENDURING IMPACT. UNDERSTANDING THE OMEGA PS|
PHI FOUNDING PROVIDES VALUABLE INSIGHTS INTO THE FRATERNITY'S ROLE IN SHAPING LEADERS AND FOSTERING BROTHERHOOD.
THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS WILL OFFER A DETAILED LOOK INTO THE ORIGINS AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS HISTORIC ORGANIZATION.

HisToricAL CONTEXT oF OMEGA Psi PHI FOUNDING

THE FOUNDERS oF OMEGA PsI PHI

THE FOUNDING PRINCIPLES AND MOTTO

EARLY DEVELOPMENT AND EXPANSION

THe LEGACY AND IMPACT oF OMEGA Psi PHi

HisToricAL CONTEXT oF OMEGA Psi PHI FOUNDING

THE OMEGA PSI PHI FOUNDING TOOK PLACE DURING A TRANSFORMATIVE ERA IN AMERICAN HISTORY, PARTICULARLY FOR AFRICAN
AMERICAN COMMUNITIES. THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY WAS MARKED BY SEGREGATION, LIMITED EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES,
AND SYSTEMIC RACIAL DISCRIMINATION. DESPITE THESE CHALLENGES, HISTORICALLY BLACK COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES
(HBCUS) SERVED AS VITAL INSTITUTIONS FOR NURTURING AFRICAN AMERICAN INTELLECTUAL AND LEADERSHIP POTENTIAL.
OMEGA Psi PHI WAS FOUNDED AT HoWARD UNIVERSITY, ONE OF THE MOST PRESTIGIOUS HBCUS, WHICH WAS A HUB FOR
BLACK INTELLECTUALISM AND ACTIVISM.

THE ENVIRONMENT AT HOWARD UNIVERSITY IN THE EARLY 1900S WAS RIPE FOR THE FORMATION OF ORGANIZATIONS THAT
COULD SUPPORT AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDENTS IN THEIR ACADEMIC PURSUITS AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT. FRATERNITIES AND
SORORITIES EMERGED AS KEY PLATFORMS FOR FOSTERING LEADERSHIP, ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE, AND COMMUNITY SERVICE. THE
OMEGA PSI PHI FOUNDING REFLECTED THE NEED FOR A FRATERNITY THAT WOULD SPECIFICALLY EMBODY THESE IDEALS AND
PROVIDE A BROTHERHOOD DEDICATED TO THE UPLIFTMENT OF AFRICAN AMERICAN MEN.

Socio-PoLiTicaL CLIMATE

DURING THE TIME OF OMEGA PSI PHI FOUNDING IN 19 11, AFRICAN AMERICANS FACED INTENSE RACIAL SEGREGATION UNDER JIM
CROW LAWS. THE FOUNDING OF THE FRATERNITY WAS A RESPONSE TO THESE OPPRESSIVE CONDITIONS, AIMING TO CREATE A
SUPPORTIVE NETWORK AMONG BLACK MEN THAT ENCOURAGED PERSEVERANCE AND PROGRESS THROUGH EDUCATION AND CIVIC
ENGAGEMENT.

RoLE oF HisTorIcALLY BLACk COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES

HBCUSs LIk HowARD UNIVERSITY PLAYED A CRUCIAL ROLE IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF AFRICAN AMERICAN LEADERSHIP. THE
OMEGA PSI PHI FOUNDING AT HOWARD SYMBOLIZED THE IMPORTANCE OF THESE INSTITUTIONS AS INCUBATORS FOR SOCIAL
CHANGE, INTELLECTUAL GROWTH, AND CULTURAL AFFIRMATION.



THe FOUNDERS OF OMEGA Psi PHI

THE OMEGA PSI PHI FOUNDING IS CREDITED TO FOUR VISIONARY MEN KNOWN AS THE “FOUR FOUNDERS.” THEIR COLLECTIVE
EFFORTS WERE FOUNDATIONAL IN ESTABLISHING THE FRATERNITY'S CORE VALUES AND STRUCTURE. THESE FOUNDERS WERE
DEDICATED TO CREATING AN ORGANIZATION THAT WOULD STAND THE TEST OF TIME AND SERVE FUTURE GENERATIONS OF
AFRICAN AMERICAN MEN.

THE FOUR FOUNDERS

THE FRATERNITY WAS FOUNDED ON NoVEMBER 17, 1911, BY THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS AT HOWARD UNIVERSITY:

¢ DRr. ERNEST EVERETTJUST — A PROMINENT BIOLOGIST AND EDUCATOR, HE INSPIRED THE FRATERNITY’S EMPHASIS ON
ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE AND SCIENTIFIC ADVANCEMENT.

® BisHoP EDGAR AMOS LOVE — A RELIGIOUS LEADER WHO EMPHASIZED SPIRITUAL GROWTH AND MORAL INTEGRITY WITHIN
THE FRATERNITY.

¢ PROFESSOR OSCARJAMES COOPER — AN EDUCATOR WHOSE COMMITMENT TO LEADERSHIP AND SCHOLARSHIP HELPED
SHAPE THE FRATERNITY’S MISSION.

o FrRANK COLEMAN — A PHARMACIST AND EDUCATOR, COLEMAN CONTRIBUTED TO THE FRATERNITY’S FOCUS ON
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND COMMUNITY SERVICE.

VisioN AND COLLABORATION

THE FOUR FOUNDERS WORKED COLLABORATIVELY TO BLEND THEIR DIVERSE BACKGROUNDS AND ASPIRATIONS INTO A COHESIVE
FRATERNITY FRAMEWORK. THEIR VISION WAS TO ESTABLISH AN ORGANIZATION THAT WOULD PROMOTE THE IDEALS OF
MANHOOD, SCHOLARSHIP, PERSEVERANCE, AND UPLIFT WITHIN THE AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY.

THe FOUNDING PRINCIPLES AND MOTTO

THE OMEGA PSI PHI FOUNDING ESTABLISHED CORE PRINCIPLES THAT CONTINUE TO GUIDE THE FRATERNITY’S MEMBERS. T HESE
PRINCIPLES REFLECT A COMMITMENT TO PERSONAL AND COLLECTIVE EXCELLENCE, EMPHASIZING VALUES THAT TRANSCEND
GENERATIONS.

CARDINAL PRINCIPLES

THE FRATERNITY IS BUILT UPON FOUR CARDINAL PRINCIPLES THAT WERE ARTICULATED AT ITS FOUNDING:

1. MANHOOD — ENCOURAGING MEMBERS TO EXHIBIT STRENGTH, DIGNITY, AND RESPONSIBILITY IN ALL ASPECTS OF LIFE.
2. SCHOLARSHIP — PROMOTING ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT AND INTELLECTUAL GROWTH AS FOUNDATIONS FOR SUCCESS.
3. PERSEVERANCE — INSTILLING RESILIENCE AND DETERMINATION IN OVERCOMING OBSTACLES.

4. UPLIFT - ADVOCATING FOR THE IMPROVEMENT AND ADVANCEMENT OF THE AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY THROUGH
SERVICE AND LEADERSHIP.



THE FRATERNITY MoTTO

THE OMEGA PSI PHI FOUNDING ALSO INTRODUCED THE FRATERNITY’S MOTTO: “FRIENDSHIP IS ESSENTIAL TO THE SouL.” THIS
PHRASE ENCAPSULATES THE IMPORTANCE OF BROTHERHOOD, SUPPORT, AND UNITY AMONG MEMBERS, UNDERSCORING THE SOCIAL
AND EMOTIONAL BONDS THAT COMPLEMENT THE FRATERNITY’S ACADEMIC AND SERVICE-ORIENTED GOALS.

EARLY DEVELOPMENT AND EXPANSION

FOLLOWING THE OMEGA PSI PHI FOUNDING, THE FRATERNITY QUICKLY GREW BEYOND ITS INITIAL CHAPTER AT HowARrD
UNIVERSITY. THE EARLY YEARS WERE MARKED BY THE ESTABLISHMENT OF ADDITIONAL CHAPTERS AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF
PROGRAMS AIMED AT FOSTERING LEADERSHIP AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT.

EsTABLISHMENT OoF NEWw CHAPTERS

W/ITHIN A FEW YEARS OF ITS FOUNDING, OMEGA PSI PHI EXPANDED TO OTHER UNIVERSITIES AND REGIONS, REFLECTING THE
FRATERNITY’S APPEAL AND RELEVANCE. THE FRATERNITY’S GROWTH WAS FACILITATED BY MEMBERS’ DEDICATION TO SPREADING
ITS IDEALS AND CREATING NETWORKS OF SUPPORT FOR AFRICAN AMERICAN MEN NATIONW IDE.

COMMUNITY SERVICE INITIATIVES

THE FRATERNITY EMPHASIZED SERVICE AS A KEY FUNCTION FROM ITS INCEPTION. EARLY PROGRAMS INCLUDED EDUCATIONAL
INITIATIVES, MENTORSHIP, AND CIVIC INVOLVEMENT, WHICH HELPED MEMBERS ADDRESS SOCIAL CHALLENGES AND CONTRIBUTE
POSITIVELY TO THEIR COMMUNITIES.

ACADEMIC AND LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

OMEGA PsI PHI DEVELOPED SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMS AND LEADERSHIP TRAINING TO SUPPORT ITS MEMBERS’ ACADEMIC AND
PROFESSIONAL SUCCESS. THESE EFFORTS REINFORCED THE FRATERNITY’S COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE AND PERSEVERANCE,
HALLMARKS OF THE OMEGA PSI PHI FOUNDING ETHOS.

THE LEGACY AND IMPACT oF OMEGA Psi PHI

THE OMEGA PSI PHI FOUNDING HAS LEFT AN INDELIBLE MARK ON AFRICAN AMERICAN CULTURE, EDUCATION, AND LEADERSHIP.
OVER MORE THAN A CENTURY, THE FRATERNITY HAS CULTIVATED GENERATIONS OF LEADERS WHO HAVE EXCELLED IN VARIOUS
FIELDS, FROM POLITICS AND EDUCATION TO ARTS AND SCIENCES.

INFLUENCE ON AFRICAN AMERICAN LEADERSHIP

MEMBERS OF OMEGA PSI PHI HAVE OFTEN BEEN AT THE FOREFRONT OF CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENTS, EDUCATIONAL REFORMS, AND
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVES. THE FRATERNITY’S EMPHASIS ON MANHOOD AND UPLIFT HAS INSPIRED MEMBERS TO
ASSUME LEADERSHIP ROLES THAT IMPACT SOCIETY POSITIVELY.

CuLTURAL CONTRIBUTIONS

OMEGA PsI PHI HAS CONTRIBUTED SIGNIFICANTLY TO AFRICAN AMERICAN CULTURE, INCLUDING THE POPULARIZATION OF STEP
SHOWS, THE PROMOTION OF ARTISTIC EXPRESSION, AND THE SUPPORT OF HISTORICALLY BLACK INSTITUTIONS. THESE
CULTURAL ELEMENTS HAVE BECOME INTEGRAL PARTS OF THE FRATERNITY’S IDENTITY AND LEGACY.



NoTABLE MEMBERS

THROUGHOUT ITS HISTORY, OMEGA PSI PHI HAS COUNTED AMONG ITS MEMBERS MANY INFLUENTIAL FIGURES, INCLUDING:

LANGSTON HUGHES — RENOWNED POET AND SOCIAL ACTIVIST.

MICHAELJORDAN — LEGENDARY BASKETBALL PLAYER AND BUSINESSMAN.

SHAQUILLE O’NEAL — HALL OF FAME PROFESSIONAL BASKETBALL PLAYER.

Dr. CHARLES R. DREW — PIONEER IN BLOOD PLASMA RESEARCH AND MEDICAL INNOVATION.

THESE DISTINGUISHED MEMBERS EXEMPLIFY THE FRATERNITY’S FOUNDING PRINCIPLES AND DEMONSTRATE THE BROAD IMPACT OF
OMEGA PSI PHI ON SOCIETY.

FREQUENTLY AsSkeD QUESTIONS

\WHEN WAS OMEGA PsI PHI FOUNDED?

OMEGA PsiI PHI wAS FOUNDED OoN NoveMBER 17, 1911,

\W/HO WERE THE FOUNDERS OF OMEGA Psi PHI?

OMEGA PsI PHI WAS FOUNDED BY THREE HOWARD UNIVERSITY STUDENTS: EDGAR AMOS Love, OscAr JaMES COOPER, AND
FrRANK COLEMAN, ALONG WITH THEIR FACULTY ADVISER, DR. ERNEST EVERETT JUST.

\WHERE WAS OMEGA PsI PHI FOUNDED?

OMEGA PsI PHI WAS FOUNDED AT HoWARD UNIVERSITY IN W ASHINGTON, D.C.

WHAT WAS THE PURPOSE BEHIND THE FOUNDING OF OMEGA Psi PHI?

THE FRATERNITY WAS FOUNDED TO PROMOTE SCHOLARSHIP, LEADERSHIP, AND SERVICE AMONG AFRICAN AMERICAN MEN AND TO
FOSTER A SENSE OF BROTHERHOOD AND COMMUNITY UPLIFT.

\WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF OMEGA PSI PHI'S CARDINAL PRINCIPLES AT FOUNDING?

THE CARDINAL PRINCIPLES OF OMEGA Ps| PHI ARE MANHOOD, SCHOLARSHIP, PERSEVERANCE, AND UPLIFT, GUIDING MEMBERS TO
LIVE WITH INTEGRITY, PURSUE ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE, PERSIST THROUGH CHALLENGES, AND CONTRIBUTE POSITIVELY TO
SOCIETY.

How DID THE FOUNDERS OF OMEGA PSI PHI CHOOSE THE FRATERNITY'S NAMEP

THE FOUNDERS CHOSE THE NAME OMEGA PSI PHI USING THE GREEK ALPHABET LETTERS TO SYMBOLIZE THE FRATERNITY’S IDEALS
AND TO ALIGN WITH THE TRADITION OF GREEK-LETTER ORGANIZATIONS.

\WHAT ROLE DID DR. ERNEST EVERETT JUST PLAY IN OMEGA PsI PHI'S FOUNDING?

DRr. ERNEST EVERETTJUST SERVED AS THE FACULTY ADVISER TO THE FOUNDERS AND PROVIDED GUIDANCE AND SUPPORT IN
ESTABLISHING THE FRATERNITY AT HOWARD UNIVERSITY.



How HAS THE FOUNDING OF OMEGA PsI PHI IMPACTED AFRICAN AMERICAN
COMMUNITIES?

SINCE ITS FOUNDING, OMEGA PsI PHI HAS PLAYED A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN PROMOTING EDUCATION, LEADERSHIP, CIVIL RIGHTS,
AND COMMUNITY SERVICE WITHIN AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITIES \WORLDW IDE.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. OMEGA Psi PHI: THE FOUNDING LEGACY

THIS BOOK DELVES INTO THE ORIGINS OF OMEGA PSI PHI FRATERNITY, HIGHLIGHTING THE VISION AND DETERMINATION OF ITS
FOUR FOUNDERS. |T EXPLORES THE SOCIAL AND EDUCATIONAL CHALLENGES FACED BY AFRICAN AMERICAN MEN IN THE EARLY
20TH CENTURY AND HOW THE FRATERNITY SOUGHT TO ADDRESS THESE ISSUES. READERS GAIN INSIGHT INTO THE FOUNDING
PRINCIPLES AND EARLY MILESTONES OF THIS HISTORIC ORGANIZATION.

2. Four Founpers, ONe Vision: THE BiIRTH oF OMEGA Psi PHI

FOCUSING ON THE LIVES AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF DR. ERNEST E. JusT, BisHop EDGAR A. LoVE, Dr. Oscar J. COOPER, AND
FrANk COLEMAN, THIS BOOK OFFERS A DETAILED BIOGRAPHY OF EACH FOUNDER. |T PROVIDES CONTEXT ABOUT HOWARD
UNIVERSITY IN 1911, THE ENVIRONMENT THAT SHAPED THEIR IDEALS, AND HOW THEIR COMBINED EFFORTS LED TO THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF OMEGA PSI PHI. THE NARRATIVE UNDERSCORES THE FRATERNITY’S COMMITMENT TO SCHOLARSHIP,
PERSEVERANCE, AND UPLIFT.

3. OMEGA Psi PHI: BRoTHERHOOD THROUGH THE AGES

THIS COMPREHENSIVE HISTORY TRACES THE DEVELOPMENT OF OMEGA PsSI PHI FROM ITS FOUNDING TO THE PRESENT DAY. |T
EXAMINES THE FRATERNITY’S ROLE DURING KEY MOMENTS IN AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY, INCLUDING THE CIVIL RIGHTS
MOVEMENT. THE BOOK ALSO DISCUSSES HOW THE ORGANIZATION HAS MAINTAINED ITS FOUNDING PRINCIPLES WHILE ADAPTING
TO CONTEMPORARY CHALLENGES.

4. THe Founpers’ Vision: OMEGA Psi PHi AND ITS IMPACT oN AFRICAN AMERICAN CUL TURE

EXPLORING THE CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE OF OMEGA PsI PHI, THIS BOOK HIGHLIGHTS HOW THE FRATERNITY HAS INFLUENCED
AFRICAN AMERICAN ART, MUSIC, AND LITERATURE. |T CONNECTS THE FOUNDERS” ORIGINAL MISSION WITH THE FRATERNITY’S
ONGOING CONTRIBUTIONS TO CULTURAL EXPRESSION AND COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP. THE TEXT IS RICH WITH ANECDOTES AND
TESTIMONIALS FROM MEMBERS ACROSS GENERATIONS.

5. STEADFAST AND STRONG: THE STORY OF OMEGA PSI PHI’S FOUNDERS

THIS VOLUME PROVIDES AN INTIMATE LOOK AT THE PERSONAL LIVES AND STRUGGLES OF OMEGA Psi PHI’S FOUNDERS. THROUGH
LETTERS, SPEECHES, AND ARCHIVAL MATERIALS, READERS GAIN A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF THE CHARACTER AND RESILIENCE
THAT SHAPED THE FRATERNITY’S ETHOS. |T ALSO REFLECTS ON HOW THEIR LEGACY CONTINUES TO INSPIRE MEMBERS TODAY.

6. OMEGA Psi PHI FOUNDERS: PIONEERS OF BLACK EXCELLENCE

HIGHLIGHTING THE ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE FOUNDERS, THIS BOOK CELEBRATES THEIR PIONEERING
SPIRIT AND DEDICATION TO EXCELLENCE. |T SITUATES THEIR ACCOMPLISHMENTS WITHIN THE BROADER CONTEXT OF AFRICAN
AMERICAN PROGRESS IN THE EARLY 1900s. THE NARRATIVE EMPHASIZES THE FRATERNITY’S ROLE IN FOSTERING LEADERSHIP AND
SERVICE.

7. THE BIrRTH OF A BrROTHERHOOD: OMEGA PSI PHI’s FOUNDING STORY

THIS NARRATIVE-DRIVEN BOOK OFFERS A COMPELLING RETELLING OF THE FRATERNITY’S FOUNDING NIGHT AND EARLY MEETINGS. |T
CAPTURES THE EXCITEMENT, CHALLENGES, AND ASPIRATIONS THAT DEFINED THE FRATERNITY’S INCEPTION. RICH WITH HISTORICAL
DETAILS AND FIRST-PERSON ACCOUNTS, IT SERVES AS AN INSPIRING RESOURCE FOR NEW AND SEASONED MEMBERS ALIKE.

8. OMEGA Psi PHi AND HowaArD UNIVERSITY: A HISTORIC PARTNERSHIP

DETAILING THE CRUCIAL ROLE HOWARD UNIVERSITY PLAYED IN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF OMEGA PSI PHI, THIS BOOK EXAMINES
THE ACADEMIC ENVIRONMENT AND COMMUNITY THAT NURTURED THE FOUNDERS. |T EXPLORES HOW THE UNIVERSITY’S VALUES
AND RESOURCES INFLUENCED THE FRATERNITY’S DIRECTION. THE BOOK ALSO HIGHLIGHTS THE ONGOING RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
THE INSTITUTION AND THE FRATERNITY.

9. LEGACY OF LEADERSHIP: THE ENDURING INFLUENCE OF OMEGA PSI PHI’S FOUNDERS
THIS BOOK REFLECTS ON HOW THE LEADERSHIP PRINCIPLES ESTABLISHED BY THE FOUNDERS HAVE GUIDED OMEGA PsI PHI For



OVER A CENTURY. |T DISCUSSES THE FRATERNITY’S INITIATIVES IN EDUCATION, SOCIAL JUSTICE, AND COMMUNITY SERVICE THAT
STEM FROM ITS FOUNDING IDEALS. THE WORK OFFERS INSIGHTS INTO HOW FUTURE GENERATIONS CAN CONTINUE TO UPHOLD AND
EXPAND THIS LEGACY.

Omega Psi Phi Founding
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omega psi phi founding: The History of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. (an Update for
the Period 1960-2008) Vernon Steve Weakley, 2009-05-01 This literary work is an update of the
History of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. for the period 1960 to 2008. This book humbly takes up
where Omega men Herman Dreer, Robert L. Gill and their outstanding committees stopped. This
new update was officially sanctioned and commissioned by Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. via the
38th Grand Basileus, the honorable Warren G. Lee, and the elected Supreme Council for the 74th
Grand Conclave. This Omega History Book project will provide a clear and accurate history of
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity and its impact on America and African Americans in particular for the
period 1960 to 2008. This new History update will serve to clearly demonstrate how Omega Psi Phi
fraternity Inc. has, not only made a significant positive difference in the lives of Black people, but the
entire world. It is this committee's fervent hope that this update will not only enlighten, be a beacon
and shed light on our illustrious history but will also be an inspiration to young people, the general
public at large and all Omega Men, past, present and future. This new update involved the
comprehensive gathering of historical data on Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. from all across America
and internationally for the period 1960 to the 2008. It endeavored to encompass all significant
contributions, all noteworthy efforts and the resulting factual recordation of Omega Psi Phi
fraternity and all Omega men who have had pertinent impact on America and Omega Dear during
this period. This project was massive and took over two years to complete. The resulting final
product will be a self perpetuating income generating source for Omega Psi Phi fraternity for many
years to come. Please be clearly advised readers that this is an update of the previous history books
written by the honorable Herman Dreer, Robert L. Gill and their committees. This book, with the
exception of containing some basic historical information to enlighten a person who has no
knowledge of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, will not routinely cover past historical information shown in
the great works of Dreer and Gill occurring prior to this update period. The history rich period for
this update has provided many interesting challenges for Omega and its members. The Founders of
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity did not shrink from the task, nor did they pity themselves for being given
the tremendous burden to uplift the African American race. W.E.B. DuBois' talented tenth assertion
must be our rallying cry in that it crystallizes the fact that Omega men must be in the forefront in
lifting the Black community to higher heights. Omega men are indeed the cream of the crop
endowed with the divine gift of greatness. And, our great history and our individual and unified
deeds bare witness to this fact and with that our readiness to step to the fore. Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity Inc. is filled with many great Omega men who have had significant positive impact on
America during this update period. There are undeniable facts, inspiring legends, and exceptional
Omega men who have accomplished great things in their districts and at the international level, as
well as in their personal lives and in their gallant exploits across the nation. It is time that the world
knows of our extraordinary contributions to the greatest country on earth and our proud race. We
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pray that this HISTORY OF OMEGA PSI PHI FRATERNITY INC. for the period 1960 to 2008
accomplishes this goal and be a guiding light to live by and be a positive uplifting force for all that
reads it.

omega psi phi founding: Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, 1995*

omega psi phi founding: The Founders Gerald Curry, 2025-07-04 Omega Psi Phi Fraternity,
Inc. was founded on Friday evening, November 17, 1911, in the office of biology Professor Ernest
Everett Just in the Science Hall (now Thirkield Hall) at Howard University in Washington, D.C. The
vision for this pioneering organization emerged from the collective ambition of three undergraduate
students - Edgar Amos Love, Oscar James Cooper, and Frank Coleman - who sought to create a new
kind of fraternity, one rooted in more than just social fellowship. They envisioned a brotherhood
dedicated to serious intellectual pursuits, personal excellence, and tangible contributions to their
communities.

omega psi phi founding: The Omega Psi Phi Fraternity and the Men who Made Its History
Robert Lewis Gill, 1963 The Omega Psi Phi Fraternity was founded in 1911 at Howard University, a
university primarily attended by African Americans. .

omega psi phi founding: The Omega Psi Fraternity and the Men who Made Its History Robert
Lewis Gill, 1963

omega psi phi founding: A Summary History of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., 1911-1991
John S. Epps, 1991

omega psi phi founding: Leading Figures in the History of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity,
Inc. Judson L. Jeffries, 2025-02-04 Highlighting 21 members of this illustrious historically Black
fraternity Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., was founded in 1911 at Howard University to cultivate
and nurture a generation of leaders who would work toward racial uplift and influence American
society. In an unprecedented two volumes, Judson Jeffries brings together original works on 21 of
the fraternity’s accomplished and influential members. Written by a diverse group of scholars, these
profiles highlight the national importance of these figures in their chosen fields of endeavor, as well
as the enormous impact of this great fraternity. In volume 1, Jeffries presents a prologue and
introduction that outline the story of the fraternity’s founding in the context of the racial, social,
political, and educational history of the period. This volume spotlights scientists Ernest E. Just and
Percy Lavon Julian; civil rights lawyers Fred Gray, Oliver Hill, Spottswood Robinson, and Oscar W.
Adams Jr.; sports legends Robert Lee Elder and Clarence Gaines; and musicians Count Basie, Max
Roach, and Roland Hayes. Including both widely recognized and little-known individuals and
featuring people who were on the front lines of the struggle for racial equality and those whose work
took place behind the scenes, these volumes show the contributions of Black leaders in the areas of
science, civil rights, athletics, the arts, the military, politics, education, and more. Leading Figures in
the History of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. is a testament to the significance of Black Greek-letter
organizations, whose members have made history through lives of struggle, accomplishment,
triumph, and uplift. Contributors: Arthur Smith | Kevin C. McDonald | Marvin P. Dawkins | Theodore
Walker, Jr. | Marvin Chiles | Waweise Schmidt | Bertis D. English | Judson L. Jeffries | Jomills Henry
Braddock II | Matthew Buttermann | Christopher A. Brooks | Derryn Moten

omega psi phi founding: The Soul of Omega Kyle S. Yeldell, 2021

omega psi phi founding: Leading Figures in the History of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity,
Inc. Judson L. Jeffries, 2025-02-04 Highlighting 21 members of this illustrious historically Black
fraternity Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., was founded in 1911 at Howard University to cultivate
and nurture a generation of leaders who would work toward racial uplift and influence American
society. In an unprecedented two volumes, Judson Jeffries brings together original works on 21 of
the fraternity’s accomplished and influential members. Written by a diverse group of scholars, these
profiles highlight the national importance of these figures in their chosen fields of endeavor as well
as the enormous impact of this great fraternity. Volume 2 discusses Brigadier General Charles
Young; artist and activist Charlotte Lottie Wilson, affectionately considered the fraternity's lone
female member; modern civil rights activists T.R.M. Howard, Bayard Rustin, Lawrence Guyot, Jesse




L. Jackson, and Emory O. Jackson; and scholars Lewis V. Baldwin, Asa Grant Hilliard III, and
Benjamin E. Mays. Jeffries concludes by celebrating the recent rise in scholarship that draws
attention to the fraternities and sororities that have connected other Black trailblazers such as
these. Including both widely recognized and little-known individuals and featuring people who were
on the front lines of the struggle for racial equality and those whose work took place behind the
scenes, these volumes show the contributions of Black leaders in the areas of science, civil rights,
athletics, the arts, the military, politics, education, and more. Leading Figures in the History of
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. is a testament to the significance of Black Greek-letter organizations,
whose members have made history through lives of struggle, accomplishment, triumph, and uplift.
Contributors: Judson L. Jeffries | Qiana M. Cutts | Francis V. Gourrier, Jr. | Dereck J. Rovaris | Kyle
Brooks | Brian G. Shellum | Kimberly Mangun | Cynthia Hawkins | William J. Southerland | Raymond
Sommerville | Jeaninne D. Wallace

omega psi phi founding: Leading Figures in the History of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity,
Inc. Judson L Jeffries, 2025-02-04 In two volumes, Judson Jeffries brings together essays on 21
accomplished and influential members of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., demonstrating the
enormous impact of the fraternity. Volume 1 tells the story of the organization's founding and
spotlights scientists, civil rights lawyers, athletes, and musicians.

omega psi phi founding: The Divine Nine Lawrence C. Ross, 2019-08-27 This comprehensive
history of African American fraternities and sororities celebrates the spirit of Black Excellence in
higher education that has produced American leaders in politics, sports, arts, and culture such as
Kamala Harris, Colin Kaepernick, Michael Jordan, Thurgood Marshall, and Toni Morrison, and is
sure to be a treasured resource for generations to come. America’s Black fraternities and sororities
are a unique and vital part of 20th century African American history, providing young black
achievers with opportunities to support each other while they serve their communities and the
nation. From pioneering work in the suffragette movement to extraordinary strides during the Civil
Rights era to life-changing inner-city mentoring programs, members of these organizations share a
proud tradition of brotherhood, sisterhood, and service. Today, America’s nine black fraternities and
sororities are millions of members strong with chapters at HBCUs, Ivy League Schools, and colleges
across the nation including Stanford University, Howard University, and the University of Chicago.

omega psi phi founding: The History of Omega Psi Phi Herman Dreer, 1911

omega psi phi founding: Omega Psi Phi Unauthorized History Wiggins, 2014-06-19 Omega
Psi Phi Unauthorized History Quiz and Test Book based on historical and traditional facts.

omega psi phi founding: Pi Chapter Sets the Pace Edwin T. Johnson, 2003 This study proposes
that men initiated into Pi Chapter of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. made a significant
contribution to Morgan State University, the Fraternity, the nation and the world. For almost eight
decades, the men of Pi Chapter have persevered through segregation, the great depression, World
War II, the Korean and Vietnam Wars, and the Civil Rights Movement among other obstacles. The
thesis discusses an overview of the Fraternity's founding on Howard University's campus, and the
founding of Pi Chapter at Morgan, with its distinction as the oldest undergraduate chapter of the
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