OUR DECLARATION DANIELLE ALLEN

OUR DECLARATION DANIELLE ALLEN REPRESENTS A PROFOUND EXPLORATION OF THE FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLES THAT UNDERPIN
AMERICAN DEMOCRACY. THIS PHRASE REFERS TO THE INFLUENTIAL WORK OF DANIELLE ALLEN, A RENOWNED POLITICAL THEORIST
AND CLASSICIST, WHO OFFERS A FRESH AND INSIGHTFUL INTERPRETATION OF THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. HER ANALYSIS
EMPHASIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF EQUALITY, CIVIC RESPONSIBILITY, AND THE COLLECTIVE COMMITMENT TO DEMOCRATIC IDEALS.
THe concerT oF “OuUr DECLARATION” GOES BEYOND HISTORICAL TEXT TO ENGAGE CITIZENS IN AN ACTIVE DIALOGUE ABOUT
THE MEANING AND PRACTICE OF DEMOCRACY TODAY. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE KEY THEMES OF DANIELLE ALLEN’S WORK,
THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF THE DECLARATION, AND ITS IMPLICATIONS FOR CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY. ADDITIONALLY, IT WILL
EXPLORE HOW ALLEN’S INTERPRETATION CAN INSPIRE CIVIC ENGAGEMENT AND THE ONGOING DEVELOPMENT OF DEMOCRATIC
GOVERNANCE. BELOW IS A DETAILED TABLE OF CONTENTS OUTLINING THE MAIN SECTIONS OF THIS DISCUSSION.
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o CONTEMPORARY RELEVANCE OF OUR DECLARATION

THe HisToricAL CONTEXT OF THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

THe DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE, ADOPTED ON JuLY 4, 1776, 1S A SEMINAL DOCUMENT THAT FORMALLY ANNOUNCED THE
AMERICAN COLONIES” SEPARATION FROM BRITISH RULE. IT ARTICULATED THE COLONIES’ GRIEVANCES AGAINST KING GEORGE |l
AND ASSERTED THE INHERENT RIGHTS OF INDIVIDUALS, INCLUDING LIFE, LIBERTY, AND THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS. UNDERSTANDING
THIS HISTORICAL BACKGROUND IS ESSENTIAL TO GRASPING THE SIGNIFICANCE OF DANIELLE ALLEN’S WORK, WHICH REEXAMINES
THE DECLARATION THROUGH A CONTEMPORARY LENS.

THE ORIGINS AND PURPOSE OF THE DECLARATION

THE DECLARATION WAS DRAFTED PRIMARILY BY THOMASJEFFERSON AND WAS INTENDED TO JUSTIFY THE COLONIES’ REBELLION
BY OUTLINING PHILOSOPHICAL AND LEGAL REASONS FOR INDEPENDENCE. ROOTED IN ENLIGHTENMENT IDEALS, IT DREW HEAVILY ON
CONCEPTS OF NATURAL RIGHTS AND SOCIAL CONTRACT THEORY. THE DOCUMENT NOT ONLY DECLARED POLITICAL AUTONOMY
BUT ALSO ESTABLISHED A MORAL FRAMEW ORK FOR GOVERNANCE BASED ON EQUALITY AND CONSENT OF THE GOVERNED.

CHALLENGES AND LIMITATIONS AT THE TIME

W HILE REVOLUTIONARY, THE DECLARATION WAS ALSO LIMITED BY THE SOCIAL REALITIES OF ITS ERA. |T DID NOT ADDRESS THE
STATUS OF ENSLAVED PEOPLE, WOMEN, OR INDIGENOUS POPULATIONS, REFLECTING CONTRADICTIONS IN THE APPLICATION OF ITS
PRINCIPLES. DANIELLE ALLEN’S ANALYSIS CRITICALLY EXAMINES THESE TENSIONS AND THE EVOLVING INTERPRETATION OF
EQUALITY AND RIGHTS IN AMERICAN HISTORY.

DANIELLE ALLEN’S INTERPRETATION OF OUR DECLARATION

DANIELLE ALLEN’S BOOK AND PROJECT TITLED “OUR DECLARATION" REINTERPRET THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE AS A
LIVING DOCUMENT THAT CONTINUES TO SHAPE AMERICAN IDENTITY AND DEMOCRATIC PRACTICE. HER SCHOLARSHIP FOCUSES ON



THE DECLARATION AS A COLLECTIVE COMMITMENT RATHER THAN A MERE HISTORICAL ARTIFACT. ALLEN ARGUES THAT THE
DECLARATION EMBODIES A PROMISE OF EQUALITY AND A CALL TO ACTIVE CITIZENSHIP THAT REMAINS RELEVANT.

EQUALITY AS A FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLE

ALLEN EMPHASIZES THAT THE ASSERTION THAT “ALL MEN ARE CREATED EQUAL” IS NOT JUST A STATEMENT OF FACT BUT A
NORMATIVE CLAIM THAT DEMANDS ONGOING EFFORT TO REALIZE FULLY. HER INTERPRETATION STRESSES THE DECLARATION’S
ASPIRATIONAL QUALITY, ENCOURAGING CITIZENS TO WORK TOWARD A MORE INCLUSIVE AND JUST SOCIETY. THIS PERSPECTIVE
CHALLENGES COMPLACENCY AND INVITES PARTICIPATION IN DEMOCRATIC RENEWAL.

THe DecLARATION AS A Civic DOCUMENT

ACCORDING TO ALLEN, THE DECLARATION FUNCTIONS AS A CIVIC DOCUMENT THAT REQUIRES ENGAGEMENT FROM ALL MEMBERS
OF THE POLITY. IT IS A COLLECTIVE AGREEMENT THAT DEFINES THE POLITICAL COMMUNITY AND ITS SHARED VALUES. THIS VIEW
HIGHLIGHTS THE IMPORTANCE OF EDUCATION, DIALOGUE, AND INVOLVEMENT IN PUBLIC LIFE AS MEANS TO SUSTAIN DEMOCRACY.

Core THEMES IN OUR DECLARATION DANIELLE ALLEN

SEVERAL KEY THEMES EMERGE FROM DANIELLE ALLEN’S WORK THAT FRAME THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE DECLARATION IN
CONTEMPORARY TERMS. THESE THEMES OFFER A ROADMAP FOR INTERPRETING THE DOCUMENT’S CONTINUING INFLUENCE.

JUsTICE AND EQUALITY

JUSTICE AND EQUALITY ARE CENTRAL TO ALLEN’S READING. THE DECLARATION’S PROMISE OF EQUALITY CHALLENGES SYSTEMIC
INJUSTICES AND CALLS FOR EQUAL TREATMENT UNDER THE LAW. ALLEN EXPLORES HOW THIS IDEAL HAS EVOLVED AND THE
STRUGGLES INVOLVED IN ITS REALIZATION.

Civic RESPONSIBILITY

ANOTHER MAJOR THEME IS THE EMPHASIS ON CIVIC RESPONSIBILITY. ALLEN ARGUES THAT DEMOCRACY THRIVES WHEN CITIZENS
ACTIVELY PARTICIPATE IN GOVERNANCE, UPHOLD THE RULE OF LAW , AND ENGAGE IN MUTUAL RESPECT. THIS THEME
UNDERSCORES THE DECLARATION’S ROLE IN FOSTERING A PARTICIPATORY POLITICAL CULTURE.

THe Power oF COLLECTIVE ACTION

THE DECLARATION ALSO EMBODIES THE POWER OF COLLECTIVE ACTION. ALLEN POINTS OUT THAT THE DOCUMENT WAS
CREATED THROUGH CONSENSUS AND REPRESENTS A SHARED COMMITMENT BY THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. THIS THEME HIGHLIGHTS THE
IMPORTANCE OF UNITY AND COLLABORATION IN DEMOCRATIC SOCIETIES.

LisT oF Core THEMES IN OUR DECLARATION DANIELLE ALLEN

® EQUALITY AS AN ASPIRATIONAL IDEAL
L4 JUSTICE AND THE RULE OF LAW

e CIVIC ENGAGEMENT AND RESPONSIBILITY



e COLLECTIVE COMMITMENT TO DEMOCRACY

® |[NCLUSIVITY AND EXPANDING RIGHTS

THe RoLE ofF Civic ENGAGEMENT IN DEMOCRACY

CIVIC ENGAGEMENT IS A VITAL COMPONENT OF DANIELLE ALLEN’S INTERPRETATION OF THE DECLARATION. SHE ADVOCATES FOR
ACTIVE PARTICIPATION BY CITIZENS AS THE MEANS TO UPHOLD DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPLES AND ADDRESS CONTEMPORARY
CHALLENGES. THIS SECTION EXPLORES HOW CIVIC ENGAGEMENT IS FRAMED WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF “OUR DECLARATION.”

EbucATION AND DEMOCRATIC LITERACY

ALLEN STRESSES THE IMPORTANCE OF EDUCATION IN FOSTERING DEMOCRATIC LITERACY, ENABLING CITIZENS TO UNDERSTAND
THEIR RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES. KNOWLEDGE ABOUT THE DECLARATION AND ITS PRINCIPLES EMPOWERS INDIVIDUALS TO
CONTRIBUTE MEANINGFULLY TO PUBLIC DISCOURSE AND POLICYMAKING.

PARTICIPATION AND DELIBERATION

PARTICIPATION IN ELECTIONS, PUBLIC DEBATES, AND COMMUNITY INITIATIVES IS ESSENTIAL FOR SUSTAINING DEMOCRACY. ALLEN
HIGHLIGHTS THE NEED FOR DELIBERATIVE PROCESSES THAT ALLOW DIVERSE VOICES TO BE HEARD AND FOR CONSENSUS-BUILDING
TO ADDRESS COMPLEX SOCIETAL ISSUES.

ACCOUNTABILITY AND TRANSPARENCY

CIVIC ENGAGEMENT ALSO ENTAILS HOLDING GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS ACCOUNTABLE AND ENSURING TRANSPARENCY IN
GOVERNANCE. ALLEN’S WORK UNDERSCORES THAT THE DECLARATION’S PROMISE OF EQUALITY DEPENDS ON A POLITICAL SYSTEM
RESPONSIVE TO ITS CITIZENS AND CAPABLE OF ENFORCING JUSTICE.

CONTEMPORARY RELEVANCE OF OUR DECLARATION

THE PRINCIPLES ARTICULATED IN DANIELLE ALLEN’S “OUR DECLARATION” REMAIN PROFOUNDLY RELEVANT IN TODAY’S
POLITICAL AND SOCIAL LANDSCAPE. HER INTERPRETATION OFFERS GUIDANCE ON HOW THE UNITED STATES CAN NAVIGATE
ONGOING CHALLENGES RELATED TO INEQUALITY, POLARIZATION, AND DEMOCRATIC RESILIENCE.

ADDRESSING INEQUALITY AND INCLUSION

ALLEN’S FOCUS ON EQUALITY CALLS ATTENTION TO PERSISTENT DISPARITIES IN OPPORTUNITY AND REPRESENTATION. HER WORK
ENCOURAGES EFFORTS TO EXPAND CIVIL RIGHTS AND INCLUSION TO FULFILL THE DECLARATION’S PROMISE MORE BROADLY.

STRENGTHENING DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS

THE CONTEMPORARY APPLICATION OF “OUR DECLARATION” INVOLVES REINFORCING INSTITUTIONS THAT EMBODY DEMOCRATIC
VALUES. ALLEN ADVOCATES FOR REFORMS THAT ENHANCE FAIRNESS, ACCOUNTABILITY, AND RESPONSIVENESS IN GOVERNMENT.



INSPIRING Civic RENEWAL

FINALLY, ALLEN’S INTERPRETATION SERVES AS A CATALYST FOR CIVIC RENEWAL BY INSPIRING CITIZENS TO RECOMMIT TO
DEMOCRATIC IDEALS. HER WORK HIGHLIGHTS THE NECESSITY OF ONGOING DIALOGUE AND COLLECTIVE ACTION TO SUSTAIN AND
ENHANCE DEMOCRACY IN THE UNITED STATES.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\W/HO IS DANIELLE ALLEN AND WHAT IS HER CONNECTION TO ‘OUR DECLARATION'?

DANIELLE ALLEN IS A POLITICAL THEORIST AND PROFESSOR WHO AUTHORED THE BOOK ‘OUR DECLARATION: A READING OF THE
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE IN DEFENSE OF EQUALITY/, IN WHICH SHE PROVIDES A DETAILED ANALYSIS OF THE DECLARATION
OF INDEPENDENCE EMPHASIZING ITS COMMITMENT TO EQUALITY.

WHAT IS THE MAIN ARGUMENT OF DANIELLE ALLEN'S ‘OUR DECLARATION'?

THE MAIN ARGUMENT OF "OUR DECLARATION' IS THAT THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE IS NOT JUST A HISTORICAL
DOCUMENT BUT A LIVING TEXT THAT ASSERTS THE PRINCIPLE OF POLITICAL EQUALITY, AND THAT THIS PRINCIPLE SHOULD GUIDE
CONTEMPORARY AMERICAN DEMOCRACY.

How DoES DANIELLE ALLEN INTERPRET THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE DIFFERENTLY
FROM TRADITIONAL VIEWS IN ‘OUR DECLARATION'?

DANIELLE ALLEN INTERPRETS THE DECLARATION AS A RADICAL DOCUMENT THAT CENTERS ON THE IDEA OF EQUALITY AND THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF A DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT BASED ON CONSENT, RATHER THAN MERELY A STATEMENT OF COLONIAL
GRIEVANCES OR A JUSTIFICATION FOR INDEPENDENCE.

WHY IS ‘OuUr DECLARATION' BY DANIELLE ALLEN CONSIDERED RELEVANT IN TODAY'S
POLITICAL CLIMATE?

‘OUr DECLARATION’ IS CONSIDERED RELEVANT TODAY BECAUSE IT CHALLENGES READERS TO RECONSIDER THE FOUNDATIONAL
IDEALS OF THE UNITED STATES, PARTICULARLY EQUALITY AND DEMOCRACY, AT A TIME WHEN POLITICAL POLARIZATION AND
DEBATES ABOUT RIGHTS AND JUSTICE ARE HIGHLY PROMINENT.

WHAT IMPACT HAS ‘OUR DECLARATION' HAD ON EDUCATIONAL AND POLITICAL
DISCUSSIONS?

‘OUR DECLARATION' HAS BEEN INFLUENTIAL IN EDUCATIONAL SETTINGS AS A TOOL FOR TEACHING THE DECLARATION OF
INDEPENDENCE WITH A FOCUS ON EQUALITY, AND IT HAS SPARKED BROADER POLITICAL DISCUSSIONS ABOUT HOW THE NATION'S
FOUNDING PRINCIPLES SHOULD INFORM MODERN POLICIES AND CIVIC ENGAGEMENT.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. OUr DECLARATION: A READING OF THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE IN DEFENSE OF EQUALITY BY DANIELLE ALLEN

THIS BOOK OFFERS A THOUGHTFUL AND ACCESSIBLE ANALYSIS OF THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. DANIELLE ALLEN
EXPLORES THE DOCUMENT'S HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND ITS ENDURING SIGNIFICANCE, EMPHASIZING ITS RADICAL CLAIMS ABOUT
EQUALITY AND DEMOCRACY. SHE ARGUES THAT THE DECLARATION IS NOT MERELY A HISTORICAL ARTIFACT BUT A LIVING TEXT
THAT CONTINUES TO INSPIRE STRUGGLES FOR JUSTICE.

2. FOUNDING BROTHERS: THE REVOLUTIONARY GENERATION BY JOSEPH J. ELLIS
ELLIS DELVES INTO THE LIVES AND INTERACTIONS OF THE KEY FIGURES WHO SHAPED THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION AND THE



FOUNDING OF THE UNITED STATES. THE BOOK PROVIDES INSIGHTFUL PORTRAITS OF LEADERS LIKEJEFFERSON, ADAMS, AND
FRANKLIN, HIGHLIGHTING THEIR DEBATES AND COMPROMISES. |T COMPLEMENTS ALLEN’S FOCUS ON THE DECLARATION BY OFFERING
A BROADER VIEW OF THE REVOLUTIONARY ERA.

3. AMERICAN SCRIPTURE: MAKING THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE BY P AULINE MAIER

THIS DETAILED HISTORICAL ACCOUNT TRACES THE CREATION AND IMPACT OF THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. MAIER
EXAMINES THE POLITICAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL INFLUENCES THAT SHAPED THE DOCUMENT AND ITS RECEPTION BY
CONTEMPORARIES. HER \WORK DEEPENS UNDERSTANDING OF THE DECLARATION AS BOTH A LEGAL AND SYMBOLIC FOUNDATION OF
AMERICAN IDENTITY.

4. THe IpeoLoGicAL ORIGINS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION BY BERNARD BAILYN

BAILYN’S CLASSIC STUDY INVESTIGATES THE IDEAS AND PAMPHLETS THAT FUELED REVOLUTIONARY THOUGHT IN THE COLONIES.
He REVEALS HOW CONCEPTS OF LIBERTY, RIGHTS, AND GOVERNMENT EVOLVED AND INFLUENCED THE DECLARATION’S AUTHORS.
THIS BOOK PROVIDES ESSENTIAL BACKGROUND FOR UNDERSTANDING THE INTELLECTUAL ENVIRONMENT THAT DANIELLE ALLEN
DISCUSSES.

5. DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE: A GLOBAL HISTORY BY DAVID ARMITAGE

ARMITAGE PLACES THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE IN A GLOBAL CONTEXT, EXPLORING ITS INFLUENCE BEYOND THE UNITED
STATES. HE ILLUSTRATES HOW THE DOCUMENT INSPIRED INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENTS AND DEMOCRATIC IDEALS WORLDWIDE. THIS
PERSPECTIVE COMPLEMENTS ALLEN’S FOCUS BY SHOWING THE DECLARATION’S BROADER SIGNIFICANCE.

6. A PeorLE’S HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION BY RAY RAPHAEL

RAPHAEL OFFERS A BOTTOM-UP VIEW OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, EMPHASIZING THE EXPERIENCES OF ORDINARY PEOPLE
RATHER THAN ELITE FOUNDERS. THE BOOK CHALLENGES TRADITIONAL NARRATIVES AND HIGHLIGHTS THE COMPLEXITY OF THE
REVOLUTIONARY ERA. |T PROVIDES A USEFUL COUNTERPOINT TO ALLEN’S INTERPRETATION BY BROADENING THE SCOPE OF
REVOLUTIONARY VOICES.

7. DEMOCRACY IN AMERICA BY ALEXIS DE TOCQUEVILLE

\W/RITTEN SHORTLY AFTER THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, TOCQUEVILLE’S CLASSIC EXPLORES THE STRENGTHS AND CHALLENGES
OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY. HIS OBSERVATIONS ON EQUALITY, CIVIL SOCIETY, AND POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS RESONATE WITH
THEMES IN ALLEN’S WORK. THE BOOK REMAINS A FOUNDATIONAL TEXT FOR UNDERSTANDING THE POLITICAL CULTURE THAT THE
DECLARATION HELPED TO CREATE.

8. THE RADICALISM OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION BY GORDON S. W ooD

W/ 0OD ARGUES THAT THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION WAS A PROFOUNDLY RADICAL TRANSFORMATION OF SOCIETY AND POLITICS.
He TRACES HOW REVOLUTIONARY IDEALS RESHAPED NOTIONS OF AUTHORITY, RIGHTS, AND GOVERNANCE. THIS ANALYSIS
PROVIDES IMPORTANT CONTEXT FOR APPRECIATING THE REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS IN THE DECLARATION THAT ALLEN EMPHASIZES.

Q. INVENTING AMERICA:_JEFFERSON’S DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE BY GARRY W/ILLS

W/ILLS OFFERS A DETAILED EXAMINATION OF JEFFERSON’S ROLE IN DRAFTING THE DECLARATION AND THE DOCUMENT’S
PHILOSOPHICAL FOUNDATIONS. HE HIGHLIGHTS THE ENLIGHTENMENT IDEAS AND POLITICAL PRINCIPLES THAT UNDERPIN THE TEXT.
THIS BOOK COMPLEMENTS ALLEN’S READING BY FOCUSING CLOSELY ON THE DECLARATION’S INTELLECTUAL ORIGINS.
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our declaration danielle allen: Our Declaration Danielle Allen, 2014-06-16 “A tour de force....
No one has ever written a book on the Declaration quite like this one.” —Gordon Wood, New York
Review of Books Winner of the Zdcalo Book Prize Winner of the Society of American Historians’
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Francis Parkman Prize Winner of the Chicago Tribune’s Heartland Prize (Nonfiction) Finalist for the
Zora Neale Hurston/Richard Wright Foundation Hurston Wright Legacy Award Shortlisted for the
PEN/John Kenneth Galbraith Award for Nonfiction Shortlisted for the Phi Beta Kappa Society’s Ralph
Waldo Emerson Award A New York Times Book Review Editors Choice Selection Featured on the
front page of the New York Times, Our Declaration is already regarded as a seminal work that
reinterprets the promise of American democracy through our founding text. Combining a personal
account of teaching the Declaration with a vivid evocation of the colonial world between 1774 and
1777, Allen, a political philosopher renowned for her work on justice and citizenship reveals our
nation’s founding text to be an animating force that not only changed the world more than
two-hundred years ago, but also still can. Challenging conventional wisdom, she boldly makes the
case that the Declaration is a document as much about political equality as about individual liberty.
Beautifully illustrated throughout, Our Declaration is an “uncommonly elegant, incisive, and often
poetic primer on America’s cardinal text” (David M. Kennedy).

our declaration danielle allen: Our Declaration Danielle Allen, 2014-06-24 Winner of the
Zocalo Book Prize Shortlisted for the 2015 PEN/John Kenneth Galbraith Award Winner of the
Francis Parkman Prize, Society of American Historians “Danielle Allen lays bare the Declaration’s
history and significance, returning it to its true and rightful owners—you and me.”—Junot Diaz In
just 1,337 words, the Declaration of Independence altered the course of history. Written in 1776, it
is the most profound document in the history of government since the Magna Carta, signed nearly
800 years ago in 1215. Yet despite its paramount importance, the Declaration, curiously, is rarely
read from start to finish—much less understood. Troubled by the fact that so few Americans actually
know what it says, Danielle Allen, a political philosopher renowned for her work on justice and
citizenship, set out to explore the arguments of the Declaration, reading it with both adult night
students and University of Chicago undergraduates. Keenly aware that the Declaration is riddled
with contradictions—liberating some while subjugating slaves and Native Americans—Allen and her
students nonetheless came to see that the Declaration makes a coherent and riveting argument
about equality. They found not a historical text that required memorization, but an animating force
that could and did transform the course of their everyday lives. In an uncommonly elegant, incisive,
and often poetic primer on America’s cardinal text, Our Declaration now brings these insights to the
general reader, illuminating the three great themes of the Declaration: equality, liberty, and the
abiding power of language (David M. Kennedy). Vividly evoking the colonial world between 1774 and
1777, Allen describes the challenges faced by John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin,
Roger Sherman, and Robert Livingston—the Committee of Five who had to write a document that
reflected the aspirations of a restive population and forge an unprecedented social contract.
Although the focus is usually on Jefferson, Allen restores credit not only to John Adams and Richard
Henry Lee but also to clerk Timothy Matlack and printer Mary Katherine Goddard. Allen also
restores the astonishing text of the Declaration itself. Its list of self-evident truths does not end, as
so many think, with our individual right to the pursuit of happiness but with the collective right of
the people to reform government so that it will effect their Safety and Happiness. The sentence
laying out the self-evident truths leads us from the individual to the community—from our individual
rights to what we can achieve only together, as a community constituted by bonds of equality.
Challenging so much of our conventional political wisdom, Our Declaration boldly makes the case
that we cannot have freedom as individuals without equality among us as a people. With its cogent
analysis and passionate advocacy, Our Declaration thrillingly affirms the continuing relevance of
America’s founding text, ultimately revealing what democracy actually means and what it asks of us.

our declaration danielle allen: Our Founders' Warning Strobe Talbott, 2020-08-25 The
presidency of Donald Trump has wreaked havoc on American democracy, divided American society,
unsettled foreign allies and partners, and heartened dictators around the world. The damage at
home and abroad is likely to cast a long shadow into the future. Trump has also defiled the past,
most notably America's origin and its soul. The Founders counted on their successors to protect and
perfect their prodigy with its fundamental ideals, laws, and procedures. They also aspired to a code




of personal morals and character. Paramount were honesty, rationality, empathy, and responsibility
to the citizenry. These liberal, revolutionary criteria for public service and leadership derived from
the European Enlightenment. The spirit of that movement and its American version is alien to
Trump, and many of his predecessors would find him abhorrent and dangerous. Strobe Talbott tells
that story from the vantage of the Age of Trump, bringing out the stark contrast between the 45th
president and the first six Washington, Adams, Jefferson, Madison, Monroe, John Quincy Adams, who
were children of the Age of Reason. Amid myriad books on the Trump phenomenon in these dark
days, Talbott shines a light on our history in hope that the Founders' legacy, now in peril, will be
vindicated.

our declaration danielle allen: The Long American Revolution and Its Legacy Lester D.
Langley, 2019-10-01 This book brings together Lester D. Langley’s personal and professional link to
the long American Revolution in a narrative that spans more than 150 years and places the
Revolution in multiple contexts—from the local to the transatlantic and hemispheric and from racial
and gendered to political, social, economic, and cultural perspectives. It offers a reminder that we
are an old republic but a young nation and shows how an awareness of that dynamic is critical to
understanding our current political, cultural, and social malaise. The United States of America is still
a work in progress. A descendant on his father’s side from a long line of Kentuckians, Langley grew
up torn between a father who embodied the idea of the Revolution’s poor white male driven by
economic self-interest and racial prejudices and a devoted and pious mother who saw life and history
as a morality play. The author’s intellectual and professional “encounter” with the American
Revolution came in the 1960s as a young historian specializing in U.S. foreign relations and Latin
American history, an era when the U.S. encounter with the revolution in Cuba and with the civil
rights movement at home served as a reminder of the lasting and troublesome legacy of a long
American Revolution. In a sweeping account that incorporates both the traditional, iconic literature
on the Revolution and more recent works in U.S., Canadian, Latin American, Caribbean, and Atlantic
world history, Langley addresses fundamental questions about the Revolution’s meaning, continuing
relevance, and far-reaching legacy.

our declaration danielle allen: American Routes Angel Adams Parham, 2017-03-21 American
Routes provides a comparative and historical analysis of the migration and integration of white and
free black refugees from nineteenth century St. Domingue/Haiti to Louisiana and follows the
progress of their descendants over the course of two hundred years. It fills a significant gap in
studies of race and migration which have long relied on the historical experience of European
immigrants as the standard to which all other immigrants are compared.

our declaration danielle allen: Combating Inequality Olivier Blanchard, Dani Rodrik,
2023-08-15 Leading economists and policymakers consider what economic tools are most effective
in reversing the rise in inequality. Economic inequality is the defining issue of our time. In the
United States, the wealth share of the top 1% has risen from 25% in the late 1970s to around 40%
today. The percentage of children earning more than their parents has fallen from 90% in the 1940s
to around 50% today. In Combating Inequality, leading economists, many of them current or former
policymakers, bring good news: we have the tools to reverse the rise in inequality. In their
discussions, they consider which of these tools are the most effective at doing so. The contributors
express widespread agreement that we need to aim policies at economic inequality itself;
deregulation and economic stimulus will not do the job. No longer does anyone ask, in relation to
expanded social programs, “Can we pay for it?” And most believe that US taxes will have to
rise—although they debate whether the progressivity should focus on the revenue side or the
expenditure side, through broad-based taxes like the VAT or through a wealth tax aimed at the very
top of the income scale. They also consider the philosophical aspects of inequality—whether it is bad
in itself or because of its consequences; the risks and benefits of more radical interventions to
change the nature of production and trade; and future policy directions. Contributors Daron
Acemoglu, Philippe Aghion, Danielle Allen, Ben Ansell, David Autor, Sheri Berman, Marianne
Bertrand, Olivier Blanchard, Lucas Chancel, William Darity Jr., Peter Diamond, Christian Dustmann,



David T. Ellwood, Richard Freeman, Caroline Freund, Jason Furman, Hilary Hoynes, Lawrence F.
Katz, Wojciech Kopczuk, N. Gregory Mankiw, Nolan McCarty, Dani Rodrik, Jesse Rothstein,
Emmanuel Saez, T. M. Scanlon, Heidi Shierholz, Tharman Shanmugaratnam, Stefanie Stantcheva,
Michael Stynes, Laura D'Andrea Tyson, Philippe Van Parijs, Gabriel Zucman

our declaration danielle allen: Degenerations of Democracy Craig Calhoun, Dilip
Parameshwar Gaonkar, Charles Taylor, 2022-05-17 Craig Calhoun, Dilip Gaonkar, and Charles
Taylor argue that democracies have embraced individual freedom at the expense of equality and
solidarity, economic growth at the expense of democracy. Rebuilding local communities and
large-scale institutions is now crucial, with attention to the public good beyond private advantage or
ingroup loyalty.

our declaration danielle allen: Freedom of Expression Ioanna Tourkochoriti, 2021-11-11 A
comparison of French and American approaches to freedom of expression, with reference to the
historical, social and philosophical contexts.

our declaration danielle allen: New England Law Review: Volume 50, Number 3 - Spring
2016 New England Law Review, 2016-08-24

our declaration danielle allen: Culture & Language at Crossed Purposes Jerome McGann,
2022-07-29 Culture and Language at Crossed Purposes unpacks the interpretive problems of
colonial treaty-making and uses them to illuminate canonical works from the period. Classic
American literature, Jerome McGann argues, is haunted by the betrayal of seventeenth- and
eighteenth-century Indian treaties—“a stunned memory preserved in the negative spaces of the
treaty records.” A noted scholar of the “textual conditions” of literature, McGann investigates
canonical works from the colonial period, including the Arbella sermon and key writings of William
Bradford, John Winthrop, Anne Bradstreet, Cotton Mather’s Magnalia, Benjamin Franklin’s
celebrated treaty folios and Autobiography, and Thomas Jefferson’s Notes on the State of Virginia.
These are highly practical, purpose-driven works—the record of Enlightenment dreams put to the
severe test of dangerous conditions. McGann suggests that the treaty-makers never doubted the
unsettled character of what they were prosecuting, and a similar conflicted ethos pervades these
works. Like the treaty records, they deliberately test themselves against stringent measures of truth
and accomplishment and show a distinctive consciousness of their limits and failures. McGann's
book is ultimately a reminder of the public importance of truth and memory—the vocational
commitments of humanist scholars and educators.

our declaration danielle allen: Why America Matters Michael Wilkerson, 2022-11-01 Who are
we? Where are we going? And why are we so divided? Why America Matters addresses these
questions and argues that the place Americans call home is worth fighting for. The widely held belief
of past generations—that America is special, with an extraordinary role to play in the
world—remains true, but has been undermined by external adversaries, internal contradictions, and
weakness of vision. Why America Matters reveals how the nation faces four crises: extraordinary
circumstances, confused identity, corrupt institutions, and inept policy engagement. The idea of
America is under attack, yet many of our wounds are self-inflicted. Powerful forces within our
country—hostile to the ideals of America—seem to be winning. These agents seek to rewrite
America’s history, undermine its institutions, and silence those who don’t agree. All the while,
America’s foreign adversaries prey on our divisions and weaknesses. America is neither declining
nor dying, but in a winter season. Our current political and social crises represent fertile ground for
national springtime and renewal, a process the nation has gone through before. While the country
has never been more divided on partisan, cultural, and ideological lines, there is a path to achieve
the unity and vigor necessary to confront the twenty-first century’s challenges. Americans must
recognize and reject false ideologies; resist surveillance and tyranny; take back our communities,
schools, and families; and assert our enshrined rights to free speech and privacy. The world
recognized that America was great because America was good. America’s founding ideals, timeless
values, and distinctive national character are needed now more than ever. But we can’t simply go
back to the past. A new century requires a new vision of American greatness. Why America Matters



points the way. “Why America Matters is an astonishing achievement. Wilkerson’s masterful
synthesis of our history as it relates to where we are right at this moment—and how we can and
must go forward—is an inestimable gift, and can hardly be praised enough.” —Eric Metaxas is the
New York Times #1 bestselling author of Bonhoeffer, Martin Luther, Is Atheism Dead?, If You Can
Keep It, and Letter to the American Church, and founder and host of Socrates in the City “Why
America Matters is a courageous book. Wilkerson confronts the powers—both political and
ideological, that have conspired to destroy our nation and its values. Why America Matters holds an
urgent and timely message for anyone who cares about the future of this nation. Why America
Matters is a must read for anyone seeking to understand what is happening to America, and more
importantly, how to fix it!” —Matt Schlapp, Chairman, Conservative Political Action Coalition (CPAC)
“Michael Wilkerson has pulled off a mean feat with Why America Matters. As much as it is a crisply
written lament for our fractured national identity, his tour de force also is a blueprint for a new
generation who will be left to rebuild the moral capital squandered by their forebears. America has
never mattered more, and Wilkerson makes the powerful case for a new exceptionalism that will
require men and women of courage and virtue to join the resistance against tyranny.” —Miranda
Devine, New York Post correspondent and bestselling author of Laptop from Hell

our declaration danielle allen: Remembering Early Modern Revolutions Edward Vallance,
2018-10-08 Remembering Early Modern Revolutions is the first study of memory in relation to the
major revolutions of the early modern period. Beginning with the English revolutions of the
seventeenth century (1642-60 and 1688-9), this book also explores the American, French and
Haitian revolutions. Through addressing these events collectively, this volume demonstrates the
interconnectedness of these revolutions in the contemporary mind and highlights the importance of
invoking the memory of prior revolutions in order both to warn of the dangers of revolution and to
legitimate radical political change. It also unpicks the different ways in which these events were
presented and their memory utilised, uncovering the importance of geographical and temporal
contexts to the processes of remembering and forgetting. Examining both personal and collective
remembrance and exploring both private recollection and public commemoration, Remembering
Early Modern Revolutions uncovers the rich and powerful memory of revolution in the Atlantic world
and is ideal for students and teachers of memory in the early modern period.

our declaration danielle allen: The Darkened Light of Faith Melvin L. Rogers, 2025-01-28
A powerful new account of what a group of nineteenth- and twentieth-century African American
activists, intellectuals, and artists can teach us about democracy Could the African American
political tradition save American democracy? African Americans have had every reason to reject
America’s democratic experiment. Yet African American activists, intellectuals, and artists who have
sought to transform the United States into a racially just society have put forward some of the most
original and powerful ideas about how to make America live up to its democratic ideals. In The
Darkened Light of Faith, Melvin Rogers provides a bold new account of African American political
thought through the works and lives of individuals who built this vital tradition—a tradition that is
urgently needed today. The book reexamines how figures as diverse as David Walker, Frederick
Douglass, Anna Julia Cooper, Ida B. Wells, W.E.B. Du Bois, Billie Holiday, and James Baldwin
thought about the politics, people, character, and culture of a society that so often dominated them.
Sharing a light of faith darkened but not extinguished by the tragic legacy of slavery, they resisted
the conclusion that America would always be committed to white supremacy. They believed that
democracy is always in the process of becoming and that they could use it to reimagine society. But
they also saw that achieving racial justice wouldn’t absolve us of the darkest features of our shared
past, and that democracy must be measured by how skillfully we confront a history that will forever
remain with us. An ambitious account of the profound ways African Americans have reimagined
democracy, The Darkened Light of Faith offers invaluable lessons about how to grapple with racial
injustice and make democracy work.

our declaration danielle allen: Ethics Peter Cave, 2015-02-05 Should we aim to maximize
happiness? Are there characteristics that we should foster within ourselves? Why is it important to



act morally? From the ancient Greeks to Sartre, from utilitarianism to the categorical imperative,
Ethics: A Beginner’s Guide presents this vital topic of philosophy via its most influential thinkers and
theories. With characteristic wit, philosopher Peter Cave steers us around well known and
not-so-well known ethical traps - in the private sphere, in community life, and in relation to God and
religion. As well as a guide to ongoing theoretical debates, Cave shows how the discipline helps us to
confront topical controversies including those of the environment, abortion, and animal welfare. For
anyone who questions how we ought to live, there is no better introduction to ethics and how it
relates to twenty-first-century society.

our declaration danielle allen: How Government Built America Sidney A. Shapiro, Joseph
P. Tomain, 2024-05-09 How Government Built America challenges growing, anti-government
rhetoric by highlighting the role government has played in partnering with markets to build the
United States. Sidney A. Shapiro and Joseph P. Tomain explore how markets can harm and fail the
country, and how the government has addressed these extremes by restoring essential values to
benefit all citizens. Without denying that individualism and small government are part of the
national DNA, the authors demonstrate how democracy and a people pursuing communal interests
are equally important. In highly engaging prose, the authors describe how the government, despite
the complexity of markets, remains engaged in promoting economic prosperity, protecting people,
and providing an economic safety net. Each chapter focuses on a historical figure, from Lincoln to
FDR to Trump, to illustrate how the government-market mix has evolved over time. By
understanding this history, readers can turn the national conversation back to what combination of
government and markets will best serve the country.

our declaration danielle allen: Liberal Education and Democracy Bob Pepperman Taylor,
2025-05-15 Liberal Education and Democracy addresses three vital arguments for liberal education
and its integral relationship to democracy. Liberal education is currently under attack as both
politically subversive and economically impractical. In Liberal Education and Democracy, Bob
Pepperman Taylor evaluates both the defenses that have been offered for liberal education and the
complex relationship between liberal education and democracy. He offers a compelling case for
maintaining a strong commitment to this form of education as an essential good for all citizens. His
three primary arguments for liberal education are that it prepares students to be useful contributors
to the economy, that it prepares citizens to be thoughtful and responsible, and that it can stimulate
students to experience the delight of intellectual exploration and understanding. Taylor moves
through each of these arguments and concludes that the seemingly least practical of them may in
fact be the most powerful. He gives an insightful glimpse into the current democratic climate and
through thorough examination argues that democracies need liberal education as much as liberal
learning requires the freedom of democratic societies.

our declaration danielle allen: Constitutional Law and Politics of Secession Antoni Abat i
Ninet, 2023-07-31 This collection presents an analysis of the concept of secession and its
constitutional accommodation alongside an assessment of the effects of secession in constitutional
and international law. The work proposes a new approach and insights into the existing literature
that fill a gap from multidisciplinary and transdisciplinary perspectives. The book approaches the
topics of secession, constitutionalism, and their relationship from both theoretical and empirical
perspectives, including the analysis of particular secessionist examples, such as Catalonia, the
Basque Country, Tigray, the Palestinian minority in Israel, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and the
Mapuche Nation, from a comparative constitutional perspective. Elucidating these issues from
different methodological and conceptual perspectives produces novelties in the scientific and
constitutional debate. The interplay between constitutions, constitutional law, and secession is
indeed explored from philosophical, socio-legal, but also from strict constitutional law outlooks.
Written by constitutional and public international law experts, the book will be of interest to
students, academics, and researchers working in the areas of constitutional law, legal theory, theory
of the state, philosophy of law, and political science.

our declaration danielle allen: Collaboration Amy B. Shuffelton, 2023-11-16 Collaboration is



widely celebrated as an ability schools should teach children to practice. Yet collaboration has a
darker side, as its use to refer to those complicit with Nazi occupiers and with colonial oppressors of
many kinds suggests. In effect, [Jcollaboration[] is a contranym, a word that can mean something or
its opposite. To collaborate can mean to work with one's friends and colleagues for the common
good. It can also mean to sell out one's friends and colleagues for the sake of personal gain. What
can schools do to encourage the first and discourage the second? The loyalty and commitment to
shared ends that collaboration implies may seem a positive good only insofar as those loyalties and
ends are also good [] but how to judge? This book asks: to whom should one be loyal and what are
the limits of loyalty? What responsibility do collaborators bear for the outcomes of their joint
projects? Should I make those friends and those responsibilities my own? These are questions
children learn to answer in schools, through the formal and informal education that happens there.
Amy Shuffelton explores those questions in the context of children's lives in schools, including
examples from films, literature, and children's own accounts of moral dilemmas they face around
questions of friendship, authority, and their own developing agency. She argues that rather than
collaboration being a simple, good practice, considerable care is needed to ensure it serves
individuals and their communities well.

our declaration danielle allen: American Democracy in Peril William E. Hudson,
2020-02-07 American Democracy in Peril encapsulates the tumultuous state of American politics. By
introducing the history of democratic theory in terms of four models of democracy, Hudson provides
readers with a set of criteria against which to evaluate the challenges discussed later. This
provocative book offers a structured yet critical examination of the American political system,
designed to stimulate students to consider how the facts they learn about American politics relate to
democratic ideals. This new edition incorporates the Trump Presidency and the polarization that has
accompanied his leadership.

our declaration danielle allen: Mathematics for Social Justice: Resources for the College
Classroom Gizem Karaali, Lily S. Khadjavi, 2019-07-09 Mathematics for Social Justice offers a
collection of resources for mathematics faculty interested in incorporating questions of social justice
into their classrooms. The book begins with a series of essays from instructors experienced in
integrating social justice themes into their pedagogy; these essays contain political and pedagogical
motivations as well as nuts-and-bolts teaching advice. The heart of the book is a collection of
fourteen classroom-tested modules featuring ready-to-use activities and investigations for the
college mathematics classroom. The mathematical tools and techniques used are relevant to a wide
variety of courses including college algebra, math for the liberal arts, calculus, differential
equations, discrete mathematics, geometry, financial mathematics, and combinatorics. The social
justice themes include human trafficking, income inequality, environmental justice, gerrymandering,
voting methods, and access to education. The volume editors are leaders of the national movement
to include social justice material into mathematics teaching. Gizem Karaali is Associate Professor of
Mathematics at Pomona College. She is one of the founding editors of The Journal of Humanistic
Mathematics, and an associate editor for The Mathematical Intelligencer and Numeracy ; she also
serves on the editorial board of the MAA's Carus Mathematical Monographs. Lily Khadjavi is
Associate Professor of Mathematics at Loyola Marymount University and is a past co-chair of the
Infinite Possibilities Conference. She has served on the boards of Building Diversity in Science, the
Barbara Jordan-Bayard Rustin Coalition, and the Harvard Gender and Sexuality Caucus.
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