old fishing lures price guide

old fishing lures price guide is an essential resource for collectors, anglers, and enthusiasts
interested in the valuation and history of vintage fishing tackle. This comprehensive article explores
the factors that influence the price of old fishing lures, including brand recognition, rarity, condition,
and historical significance. Understanding these elements can help buyers and sellers make informed
decisions in the marketplace. Additionally, the guide covers popular types of collectible lures, tips for
authenticating vintage pieces, and strategies for maximizing value. Whether you are a seasoned
collector or just starting, this old fishing lures price guide will provide valuable insights into the
nuances of pricing and collecting antique fishing lures. The following sections will break down
everything you need to know to navigate this specialized market effectively.

Factors Affecting Old Fishing Lures Prices

Popular Vintage Fishing Lure Brands and Their Value

Types of Old Fishing Lures and Their Market Worth

How to Authenticate and Assess Condition

e Where and How to Buy or Sell Vintage Lures

Factors Affecting Old Fishing Lures Prices

The price of old fishing lures is influenced by several key factors that collectors and buyers should
consider. These factors determine the demand and market value in both private sales and auctions.
Understanding them is crucial for evaluating potential investments or sales.

Rarity and Production Numbers

One of the most significant determinants of value is the rarity of a lure. Limited production runs,
discontinued models, or unique prototypes tend to command higher prices. Lures produced in smaller
guantities or those that have survived in minimal numbers are especially sought after by collectors.

Brand and Manufacturer Reputation

Established brands with a long history of quality and innovation typically fetch higher prices in the
vintage lure market. Recognizable names such as Heddon, Creek Chub, and Pflueger are often
associated with premium values due to their popularity and historical significance.



Condition and Originality

The physical state of a lure, including paint quality, hooks, and hardware, dramatically affects its
price. Lures in mint or near-mint condition with original components are more valuable than those
showing wear, repairs, or replacements. Original packaging and documentation can further increase
value.

Historical and Cultural Significance

Lures that represent a milestone in fishing technology or have a notable backstory can attract higher
prices. Collectors often prize items linked to famous anglers, historic fishing events, or innovations
that changed the sport.

Market Demand and Trends

Like all collectibles, the demand for old fishing lures fluctuates based on current collecting trends,
economic factors, and the popularity of fishing as a hobby. Staying informed about market trends
helps in understanding when to buy or sell for the best price.

Popular Vintage Fishing Lure Brands and Their Value

Numerous brands have made significant contributions to the fishing lure market, each with distinctive
styles and collectible models. Identifying these brands and understanding their typical price ranges is
beneficial for collectors and sellers.

Heddon

Heddon is one of the most iconic names in vintage fishing lures, known for models like the Zara Spook
and Dowagiac Minnow. Early Heddon lures, especially those from the early 1900s, can fetch prices
from $50 to several hundred dollars depending on condition and rarity.

Creek Chub

Creek Chub lures, particularly the Pikie and the Minnow series, are highly collectible. Vintage Creek
Chub lures in excellent condition often sell between $40 and $300, with rare patterns commanding
even higher prices.

Pflueger

Pflueger produced a variety of quality fishing lures and is well-regarded among collectors. Certain
models, such as the Pflueger Muskie or Bass lures, are valued for their craftsmanship and scarcity,
with prices ranging from moderate to premium.



Other Noteworthy Brands

Other brands like Shakespeare, South Bend, and Johnson have produced collectible vintage lures,
each with unique characteristics and varying market values. Collectors often seek specific models
from these manufacturers, influencing their market prices.

Types of Old Fishing Lures and Their Market Worth

Old fishing lures come in various types, each with distinct features and collectible appeal.
Understanding these types aids in identifying valuable pieces and assessing their market worth.

Wooden Lures

Wooden lures, especially those handcrafted in the early 20th century, are highly prized for their
craftsmanship and aesthetic appeal. Due to their fragility and age, well-preserved wooden lures can
command premium prices.

Metal and Tin Lures

Metal lures, including spinnerbaits and spoons, are durable and were mass-produced, but early
models with unique designs or finishes can still be valuable. Tin and metal lures from the early to
mid-1900s are collectible for their historical importance.

Plastic and Composite Lures

Plastic lures became popular in the mid-20th century. Early plastic lures from reputable brands in
excellent condition can have significant value, especially limited editions or first runs.

Surface and Subsurface Lures

Surface lures (topwater) and subsurface lures (crankbaits, jerkbaits) each have collectible examples
that vary in price. Topwater lures often carry a premium due to their nostalgic appeal and unique
action.

List of Common Valuable Old Fishing Lure Types

e Dowagiac Minnows (Heddon)
e Creek Chub Pikies

e Early metal spoons and spinners



e Hand-painted wooden crankbaits

e Rare plastic topwater plugs

How to Authenticate and Assess Condition

Proper authentication and condition assessment are critical steps in determining the value of old
fishing lures. Knowing what to look for can prevent costly mistakes and ensure accurate pricing.

Identifying Authentic Vintage Lures

Authenticity can be verified by examining manufacturer markings, paint patterns, and construction
methods consistent with the era. Reference guides and catalogs can aid in confirming genuine models
versus reproductions or fakes.

Assessing Wear and Damage

Condition grading involves checking for paint chips, rusted hooks, cracks, or repairs. Minor wear may
be acceptable, but significant damage reduces value. Original hardware and intact paintwork are
ideal.

Importance of Original Packaging

Original boxes, labels, and paperwork enhance a lure’s provenance and can increase its price
substantially. Packaging also helps confirm the lure’s authenticity and original condition.

Where and How to Buy or Sell Vintage Lures

Knowing where and how to trade old fishing lures is essential for obtaining fair prices and connecting
with knowledgeable collectors and dealers.

Auction Houses and Online Marketplaces

Auction platforms and specialized online marketplaces provide access to a global audience. These
venues often reveal current market prices but require careful attention to seller reputation and item
descriptions.

Collector Shows and Trade Fairs

Fishing tackle shows and swap meets offer opportunities to examine lures firsthand and negotiate



prices directly with sellers. These events are valuable for networking and gaining market insights.

Specialty Dealers and Appraisers

Working with reputable dealers and professional appraisers ensures accurate valuations and
authenticity checks. Dealers often have extensive knowledge of market trends and can assist in
buying or selling high-value pieces.

Tips for Maximizing Value

1. Maintain lures in original condition without unnecessary restoration.
2. Keep original packaging and documentation safe.

3. Research recent sales of similar lures for price comparison.

4. Consult experts or join collector communities for advice.

5. Be patient and choose the right time and platform to sell.

Frequently Asked Questions

What factors influence the price of old fishing lures?

The price of old fishing lures is influenced by factors such as rarity, condition, brand, age, material,
and historical significance. Lures from well-known manufacturers or those that are rare and in
excellent condition tend to fetch higher prices.

Where can | find a reliable old fishing lures price guide?

Reliable old fishing lures price guides can be found in specialized collector books, antique fishing
tackle catalogs, online auction sites like eBay, dedicated fishing lure collector forums, and websites
such as AntiqueTackle.com.

How do | determine the authenticity of an old fishing lure
before pricing it?

To determine authenticity, examine the lure's markings, materials, and construction techniques.
Consulting expert collectors, comparing with verified examples in price guides, and checking
provenance or original packaging can also help verify authenticity.



Are vintage fishing lures valuable as collectibles or just for
fishing?

Vintage fishing lures are often more valuable as collectibles rather than for actual fishing use.
Collectors prize them for their craftsmanship, rarity, and historical value, which can significantly
increase their price beyond practical fishing utility.

How has the market for old fishing lures changed recently?

The market for old fishing lures has seen increased interest due to nostalgia and the growth of
collector communities. Prices for rare and well-preserved lures have risen, with some pieces fetching
thousands of dollars at auctions, reflecting their status as collectible antiques.

What are some of the most valuable types of old fishing lures?

Some of the most valuable old fishing lures include wooden lures from brands like Heddon, Smithwick,
and Creek Chub, rare prototypes, limited edition models, and lures with unique paint patterns or
historical significance. Condition and originality also heavily impact value.

Additional Resources

1. The Complete Guide to Antique Fishing Lures: Identification and Values

This comprehensive book offers collectors detailed information on identifying antique fishing lures
from various eras. It includes high-quality photographs, historical backgrounds, and pricing guides to
help enthusiasts understand the value of their collections. The book is a valuable resource for both
beginners and experienced lure collectors.

2. Vintage Fishing Lures Price Guide: American Made Treasures

Focusing on American-made fishing lures, this price guide provides extensive listings and market
values of vintage lures. It covers popular manufacturers and includes tips on how to spot authentic
pieces. The guide also features collector insights and market trends to assist buyers and sellers.

3. Old Fishing Lures of the Pacific Northwest: Identification & Value Guide

This regional price guide highlights fishing lures unique to the Pacific Northwest, showcasing their
history and distinctive features. The book provides a detailed catalog with estimated values based on
condition and rarity. Collectors interested in this geographic area will find this guide indispensable.

4. The Art of Fishing Lures: History, Identification, and Price Guide

Combining artistry with collecting, this book explores the craftsmanship behind fishing lures
throughout history. It includes profiles of notable lure makers and detailed descriptions of popular
models. Alongside historical context, the book offers current market prices to aid collectors.

5. Classic Fishing Lures: Identification & Price Guide

This guide focuses on classic and traditional fishing lures, providing a straightforward approach to
identification and valuation. It includes a variety of lure types, such as spoons, plugs, and spinners,
with clear photographs and detailed descriptions. The book is well-suited for collectors seeking an
easy-to-use reference.

6. Collector’s Guide to Antique Fishing Lures and Tackle



Covering a broad spectrum of antique fishing tackle, this book offers valuable insights into the world
of lure collecting. It features detailed illustrations, historical notes, and price estimates to help
collectors appraise their items accurately. The guide also discusses preservation and display
techniques.

7. Fishing Lure Price Guide: Identification and Values of Vintage Lures

This price guide is designed to help collectors identify and value a wide range of vintage fishing lures.
It includes detailed images, manufacturer histories, and market price trends. The book serves as a
practical tool for both buying and selling vintage lures.

8. Antique Fishing Lures: A Collector’s Handbook and Price Guide

Aimed at serious collectors, this handbook provides in-depth knowledge on antique fishing lures,
including rare and unusual examples. It offers detailed descriptions, identification tips, and
comprehensive pricing information. The book also covers the evolution of lure designs and
manufacturing techniques.

9. Old Lures, New Values: A Guide to Collecting and Pricing Vintage Fishing Lures

This guide explores the growing market for vintage fishing lures, highlighting how values have
changed over time. It includes expert advice on identifying authentic lures and understanding market
demand. Collectors will find useful price charts and tips for building a valuable collection.
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old fishing lures price guide: Old Fishing Lures & Tackle Carl F. Luckey, 2010-11-09 The
long-awaited 8th edition of Old Fishing Lures & Tackle -the bible for lures collectors- has been
thoroughly updated, combining the time-honored research of the late Carl F. Luckey with essential
updates from author Russell E. Lewis. It now features: * More than 2,000 photos include hundreds
of new lures. * Among the 5,000 listings is fresh information on related categories like rods, reels,
creels and ephemera. * A new section on recent sales charts the continued strength of the hobby
based on solid auction results. This book continues to be a must-have resource for any serious
collector.-Recommended by AntiqueFishingLures.com

old fishing lures price guide: Classic Fishing Lures Russell Lewis, 2005-02-12 Covering the
collectible lures of the six most popular lure manufacturers in North America - Heddon, South Bend,
Paw Paw, Pflueger, Creek Chub and Shakespeare, this full-color book is the most comprehensive
identification and price guide available! This book features a history of each manufactures, with
nearly 2,000 listings of the most collectible lures on the market, complete with up-to-date pricing
and a brilliant color photos. No collector will want to be without this glorious tribute to the fishing
lures of yesterday.

old fishing lures price guide: The 2018 Whitefish Price Guide to Vintage Fishing Lures Matt
Lollman, 2018

old fishing lures price guide: Fishing Lure Collectibles Dudley Murphy, Rick Edmisten,
1995 Progressing from simple implements of bone, stone and wood to the elaborately feathered flies
of the Victorian era, antique fishing lures are now sought as highly prized collectibles. Featuring
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over 1,000 color reproductions, as well as descriptions and current values of lures, this exciting new
guide will meet the needs of lure collectors and fishing enthusiasts alike.

old fishing lures price guide: Old Fishing Lures and Tackle Carl F. Luckey, 1986

old fishing lures price guide: The Encyclopedia of Old Fishing Lures Robert A. Slade, 2011-12
Robert A. Slade, after collecting old fishing tackle since 1958 and contributing articles on old fishing
lures for a collector magazine for several years started researching and writing books in the 1990's.
He published the HISTORY & COLLECTIBLE FISHING TACKLE OF WISCONSIN in 1999 which sold
4,500 copies. Bob realized that even though there have been many books published on the subject of
old fishing lures that few books covered any detailed history on the old lure makers. His latest book
writing project was nine years in the making and covers over 100 years of lure making history
starting in 1875 and covers over 2,500 lures makers throughout all of North America. THE
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FISHING LURES MADE IN NORTH AMERICA is the first publication with
extensive history and patent information on old lure makers and the first to include extensive
coverage on Canadian lure makers. The author traveled to 11 states and 3 Candian Providences
visting collectors homes, newspaper archives, museums and other sources and has taken over
10,000 pictures in preparing the historical stories for these books. The set of books arranges for the
individual and company lures makers to appear in alphabetical order. People purchasing these books
can buy any one single book, a whole set, or even a book a month if they desire as the books will be
printed and shipped on demand. Each book has over 400 pages of text, pictures and collector values
with each book containing a table of contents and index as well as a master index for the complete
set of books.

old fishing lures price guide: The Fishing Lure Collector's Bible Richard L. Streater, Rick
Edmisten, Dudley Murphy, 1999 There are more than 1,800 lures presented from many
manufacturers with heavy emphasis on Creek Chub Bait Co., Heddon, South Bend, Shakespeare, and
Pflueger. In addition to the many illustrations presented by company, there are a complete index,
tips on displaying your collection, and other collecting trivia. Every illustrated lure has complete
descriptions, and a price range to reflect todays exciting collecting trends.

old fishing lures price guide: Collectible Fishing Lures Russell E Lewis, 2008-11-06 Get
hooked on one of the oldest of all collecting hobbies with this go-to-guide of fishing lures. A great
pick-up-to-peruse type of book, built for toting to shows and antique shops, this lure reference aids
you in your effort to accurately identify, price and better understand the history behind vintage and
modern lures from 31 manufactures, starting with the Big Six (Heddon, PawPaw, Creek Chub,
Plueger, Shakespeare and South Bend).

old fishing lures price guide: The Official Price Guide to Country Antiques and
Collectibles Dana G. Morykan, 1999-02 Up-to-date information on thousands of antiques and
collectibles from 19th- and 20th-century rural life. 400+ photos.

old fishing lures price guide: Antiques Roadshow Collectibles Carol Prisant, 2003-01-01
Offers tips on identifying, collecting, and caring for furniture, photographs, posters and illustration
art, costume jewelry and wristwatches, dolls, toys, advertising and sports memorabilia, and glass
and pottery.

old fishing lures price guide: The EBay Price Guide Julia L. Wilkinson, 2006 Provides lists of
selling prices of items found on eBay in such categories as antiques, boats, books, cameras, coins,
collectibles, dolls, DVDs, real estate, stamps, tickets, and video games.

old fishing lures price guide: Heddon Catalogs 1902-1953 Clyde Harbin, 2011-02-28
Invaluable history Heddon lures are the most popular lures to collect. Heddon catalogs provide the
most complete record available to collectors regarding what lures they might seek for their
collections. This book contains a sampling of the most significant catalogs produced by Heddon from
1902 - 1953. Collectors will enjoy the nostalgia of the times, be able to observe the evolution of
Heddon's lures and marketing, and utilize the color chart and lure listings provided to grow and
identify their own collections.

old fishing lures price guide: The Official Price Guide to Country Antiques and



Collectibles, 1999

old fishing lures price guide: Field Guide to Fishing Lures Russell E. Lewis, 2004-11
Russell E. Lewis, author of three volumes of Modern Fishing Lure Collectibles, has produced a new
title that will be a handy resource for lure lovers everywhere. Field Guide to Fishing Lures is aimed
at assisting the beginning, intermediate, and advanced collector and the general antique and
collectible dealer in identifying both collectible older vintage lures and the more modern classic
fishing lures. It includes a cross-section of both very old and more recent collectible lures and has
prices of each lure shown. With the help of this easy-to-tote guide, collectors will be able to
recognize all major categories of lures and the most significant companies in the industry while
hunting for additions to their collections. The book begins with the six major companies, Creek Chub
Bait Company, Heddon, Paw Paw, Pfleuger, Shakespeare, and South Bend. Then an alphabetical
listing of more than 200 companies highlights other significant manufacturers and their major
contributions. The book continues the tradition of high quality, detailed photographs useful in
identifying small nuances important in lure collecting, as well as the author's practice of providing
historical data for readers. 2005 values.

old fishing lures price guide: Fishing Digest Dennis Thornton, 2011-02-28 Don't cast this one
aside. Anglers now have the ultimate fishing reference providing complete coverage of new gear,
tackle, and equipment from the fishing industry and a directory of more than 1,400 leading fishing
guides and charters. Provides fishing license fees and regulations for each state to help enthusiasts
eliminate confusion when traveling. This comprehensive catalog lists rods, reels, depth finders,
tackle boxes, boats, trailers, and other vital equipment available for fresh water, salt, and deep-sea
fishing. It includes essential information for the traveling angler, such as top fishing resorts, state
and national parks, and tourism resources for every state. Also included are contact information and
brand names for every major manufacturer in the fishing and boating industries. Entertaining and
information-packed articles report on salmon fishing, busting bass on the pro tour, saltwater
success, Great Lakes trolling, Canadian getaways, recipes, fly-tying secrets, and more.

old fishing lures price guide: Schroeder's Antiques Price Guide Editors of Schroeder Pub,
2008-07-29 In 2006, in celebration of our 25th anniversary, we brought Schroeder's Antiques Price
Guide to you for the first time in full color. It was so successful, we decided to keep that format from
year to year, and once again are bringing it to you in full color. It still contains over 50,000 listings
from reliable sources, more than 500 categories from Advertising to Zsolnay, histories and pertinent
facts, and representative full-color photographs. This year s edition will start shipping in August
2008 and is guaranteed to maintain its #1 bestselling status both at Collector Books and across the
country. Dealers throughout the U.S. rave annually about Schroeder's, saying it just keeps getting
better and better. Undoubtedly this year s edition will be the best! You will be pleased it has kept its
new look, and even happier that it is available at one of the lowest prices you'll find for general
antiques guides.

old fishing lures price guide: Schroeder's Antiques Price Guide Collector Books, 2006-07
To celebrate the 25th anniversary edition, this volume is in full color, and includes over 50,000
listings from reliable sources, more than 500 categories of listings, history and pertinent facts, and
representative photos. (Antiques & Collectibles)

old fishing lures price guide: Old Fishing Lures and Tackle Carl F. Luckey, Clyde A. Harbin,
2002 Written for sportsmen and collectors of fishing lures and tackle, this sixth edition features
more than 3,000 listings with price ranges and more than 2,400 large photos. 64-page color section.

old fishing lures price guide: Weekly World News , 1999-06-08 Rooted in the creative success
of over 30 years of supermarket tabloid publishing, the Weekly World News has been the world's
only reliable news source since 1979. The online hub www.weeklyworldnews.com is a leading
entertainment news site.

old fishing lures price guide: Schroeder's Antiques Price Guide Sharon Huxford, Bob
Huxford, 2005-07 Once again, over 50,000 listings from reliable sources are included and carefully
checked by an authority on the subject. More than 400 expert advisors make sure only the best and



most accurate data remains. Hundreds of sharp photographs accompany the 500+ categories --
glass and porcelain, match holders, purses, cookie jars, jewelry, advertising, furniture, dolls, records
-- you name it, Schroeder's has it! History and other pertinent facts complement the descriptive
listings, which reflect the current market and developing trends.
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