omega psi phi history book

omega psi phi history book serves as a vital resource in understanding the rich legacy
and profound impact of Omega Psi Phi fraternity. This fraternity, known for its
commitment to scholarship, leadership, and community service, has a history that spans
over a century. An omega psi phi history book meticulously chronicles the origins,
significant milestones, and influential members who have shaped the fraternity’s
evolution. It provides detailed insights into the fraternity’s founding principles, the
cultural and social context of its inception, and its enduring contributions to African
American life and society at large. This article explores the importance of omega psi phi
history books, the fraternity’s foundation and growth, key figures, and the legacy
preserved through documented history. The following sections offer a comprehensive
overview of what an omega psi phi history book encompasses and why it remains an
essential tool for scholars, members, and enthusiasts alike.

e The Founding of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity

e Significance of Omega Psi Phi History Books

e Notable Figures in Omega Psi Phi History

e The Evolution and Expansion of the Fraternity

e The Role of Omega Psi Phi in African American Culture

e Preservation and Access to Omega Psi Phi Historical Records

The Founding of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity

The origins of Omega Psi Phi fraternity are foundational to understanding the fraternity’s
mission and vision as documented in any omega psi phi history book. Founded on
November 17, 1911, at Howard University in Washington, D.C., Omega Psi Phi was
established by three undergraduate students: Edgar Amos Love, Oscar James Cooper, and
Frank Coleman, along with their faculty adviser, Dr. Ernest Everett Just. This fraternity
was the first Greek-letter fraternity founded at a historically Black college, emphasizing its
groundbreaking nature in the African American collegiate community.

The Founders and Their Vision

The founders envisioned a fraternity that would foster high academic standards, promote
cultural awareness, and cultivate leadership among African American men during a period
marked by segregation and racial discrimination. The fraternity’s cardinal
principles—Manhood, Scholarship, Perseverance, and Uplift—reflect their dedication to
personal and communal development. These principles continue to guide the fraternity’s



activities and serve as central themes in omega psi phi history book narratives.

Early Challenges and Achievements

During its formative years, Omega Psi Phi faced social and institutional challenges
common to African American organizations of the early 20th century. Nevertheless, the
fraternity quickly gained prominence for its commitment to academic excellence and
social justice. Early achievements included the establishment of chapters at other
historically Black colleges, community engagement initiatives, and support for civil rights
causes, all documented comprehensively in omega psi phi history books.

Significance of Omega Psi Phi History Books

Omega psi phi history books serve as authoritative repositories of the fraternity’s history
and cultural impact. These books are essential for preserving the fraternity’s legacy,
educating members and the public, and inspiring future generations. They compile
exhaustive records of events, rituals, leadership, and social contributions, often featuring
rare photographs, official documents, and personal testimonies.

Educational and Research Value

Scholars studying African American history, social movements, and fraternity culture rely
heavily on omega psi phi history books as primary and secondary resources. These texts
provide context and insight into the fraternity’s role in shaping leadership and advocacy
within Black communities. Additionally, they highlight the fraternity’s influence in higher
education and civil rights advancements.

Enhancing Member Identity and Pride

For fraternity members, omega psi phi history books reinforce a sense of identity and
pride. They connect members with their fraternity’s illustrious past, illustrating a lineage
of distinguished individuals and collective achievements. This historical awareness fosters
unity and motivates ongoing commitment to the fraternity’s principles and community
service.

Notable Figures in Omega Psi Phi History

Omega psi phi history books feature profiles of prominent fraternity members who have
made significant contributions in various fields. These individuals exemplify the
fraternity’s ideals and serve as role models within and beyond the fraternity.



Distinguished Members

e Langston Hughes - Renowned poet and social activist.

e Michael Jordan - Legendary professional basketball player.
 Bill Cosby - Influential comedian and actor.

e Charles R. Drew - Pioneering medical researcher and surgeon.

¢ Jesse Jackson - Civil rights leader and political activist.

These figures, among many others, are often highlighted in omega psi phi history books to
illustrate the fraternity’s broad impact across arts, sports, science, and social justice.

Leaders and Visionaries

In addition to famous members, omega psi phi history books honor fraternity leaders who
have guided the organization through critical periods of growth and social change. These
leaders helped to expand chapters, promote community service programs, and advocate
for civil rights, ensuring the fraternity’s relevance and vitality.

The Evolution and Expansion of the Fraternity

Since its founding, Omega Psi Phi has experienced significant growth in membership and
geographic reach. Omega psi phi history books detail this expansion, documenting the
establishment of chapters across the United States and internationally.

Chapter Development and Growth

From its beginnings at Howard University, the fraternity quickly extended to other
historically Black colleges and universities (HBCUs) before opening chapters at
predominantly white institutions and in global locations. This growth reflects the
fraternity’s adaptability and broad appeal, with each new chapter contributing to the
fraternity’s collective success.

Programs and Initiatives

Omega Psi Phi’s evolution is also marked by the development of impactful programs aimed
at youth mentorship, educational scholarships, health awareness, and community uplift.
Examples include the Talent Hunt Program, Scholarship Program, and Social Action
initiatives. These programs are extensively documented in omega psi phi history books as
pillars of the fraternity’s ongoing mission.



The Role of Omega Psi Phi in African American
Culture

Omega Psi Phi fraternity has played a crucial role in the advancement and empowerment
of African American communities. Omega psi phi history books emphasize the fraternity’s
cultural significance through its advocacy, leadership training, and social contributions.

Civic Engagement and Social Justice

The fraternity has been actively involved in civil rights movements, voter registration
drives, and social justice campaigns. These efforts have helped to elevate African
American voices and address systemic inequities. Omega psi phi history books highlight
key moments when fraternity members took leadership roles in advocating for equality
and justice.

Cultural Celebrations and Traditions

Omega Psi Phi has established unique traditions and cultural expressions, including step
shows, Founders’ Day celebrations, and the use of specific symbols and colors. These
elements foster a strong sense of community and identity, all of which are thoroughly
explored in omega psi phi history literature.

Preservation and Access to Omega Psi Phi
Historical Records

Preserving the fraternity’s history is essential for maintaining its legacy and educating
future members. Omega psi phi history books are complemented by archives, museums,
and digital repositories dedicated to safeguarding historical documents and memorabilia.

Archival Collections and Museums

Institutions affiliated with Omega Psi Phi maintain collections that include photographs,
correspondence, official records, and artifacts. These archives support research and public
education. Omega psi phi history books often reference these collections, providing
context and detailed accounts derived from primary sources.

Digital Resources and Publications

Advancements in digital technology have enhanced access to omega psi phi historical
materials. Online databases, e-books, and digital exhibits make it easier for a global
audience to explore the fraternity’s history. The availability of these resources
complements traditional omega psi phi history books and broadens their reach.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of an Omega Psi Phi history
book?

An Omega Psi Phi history book documents the founding, milestones, and contributions of
the fraternity, preserving its legacy and educating members and the public about its
impact.

Who typically authors books about Omega Psi Phi's
history?

Books about Omega Psi Phi's history are often authored by fraternity historians, scholars,
or longtime members who have researched the organization's origins, achievements, and
cultural significance.

Where can I find a reputable Omega Psi Phi history
book?

Reputable Omega Psi Phi history books can be found through fraternity chapter
bookstores, online retailers like Amazon, university libraries, or directly from Omega Psi
Phi's official website or national headquarters.

What topics are commonly covered in Omega Psi Phi
history books?

These books typically cover the fraternity's founding in 1911, its founders, key events,
notable members, community service initiatives, and the fraternity's role in African
American history and culture.

Are there any recently published Omega Psi Phi history
books?

Yes, there have been recent publications that update the fraternity's history, highlighting
contemporary achievements and ongoing contributions to society, reflecting the
organization's evolution over time.

How can Omega Psi Phi history books benefit fraternity
members?

History books provide members with a deeper understanding of their fraternity's values,
traditions, and legacy, fostering pride, unity, and inspiration to uphold the organization's
principles in their personal and professional lives.



Additional Resources

1. Omega Psi Phi: A Centennial History

This comprehensive volume chronicles the first 100 years of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity,
Inc., detailing its founding, growth, and impact on African American communities. It
includes biographical sketches of key founders and influential members, as well as
discussions of the fraternity's cultural and social contributions throughout the decades.
The book serves as both a historical record and a celebration of the fraternity’s enduring
legacy.

2. The Founding Fathers of Omega Psi Phi

Focusing on the lives and visions of the four founders—Bishop Edgar Amos Love, Dr.
Oscar James Cooper, Professor Frank Coleman, and Dr. Ernest Everett Just—this book
offers an intimate look at the origins of Omega Psi Phi. It explores their academic
achievements, leadership qualities, and the challenges they faced in establishing the
fraternity at Howard University in 1911. The narrative highlights the founders’
commitment to scholarship, manhood, perseverance, and uplift.

3. Omega Psi Phi and the Civil Rights Movement

This book examines the active role Omega Psi Phi members played in the Civil Rights
Movement of the 1950s and 1960s. It features stories of fraternity brothers who were
leaders, organizers, and activists pushing for social justice and equality. The text connects
the fraternity’s principles to the broader struggle for African American empowerment and
civil rights.

4. Brotherhood and Service: The Social Impact of Omega Psi Phi

Delving into the fraternity’s extensive community service initiatives, this book showcases
how Omega Psi Phi has influenced education, health, and social programs across the
United States. It includes case studies of scholarship programs, mentorship efforts, and
public health campaigns driven by fraternity members. The work underscores the
organization’s commitment to civic responsibility and positive societal change.

5. Omega Psi Phi: Symbols, Traditions, and Culture

This detailed guide explores the rich symbolism and traditions that define Omega Psi Phi,
from its colors and motto to its unique rituals and annual events. The book explains the
meaning behind the fraternity’s emblems and how these elements foster unity and pride
among members. It also discusses the evolution of Omega Psi Phi’s cultural footprint
within the African American community.

6. Leaders of Omega Psi Phi: Profiles in Excellence

Highlighting notable Omega Psi Phi members who have made significant contributions in
various fields such as politics, education, sports, and the arts, this book celebrates the
fraternity’s influence beyond campus life. Each profile illustrates how the fraternity’s
principles have guided these leaders in their professional and personal achievements. The
collection serves as inspiration for current and future members.

7. Omega Psi Phi: The Early Years at Howard University

This historical account focuses on the fraternity’s inception and development during its
formative years at Howard University. It describes the social and academic environment of
the early 20th century and how the founders established a brotherhood that addressed the
needs of African American students. The book provides insights into the challenges and



triumphs experienced during the fraternity’s nascent stage.

8. The Evolution of Omega Psi Phi Chapters Across America

Tracking the expansion of Omega Psi Phi from a single chapter at Howard University to a
nationwide organization, this book details the establishment of chapters in various cities
and regions. It highlights how local chapters adapted the fraternity’s mission to meet the
unique needs of their communities. The book also examines the fraternity’s role in
fostering leadership and scholarship on a broader scale.

9. Omega Psi Phi: A Legacy of Scholarship and Service

This volume emphasizes the fraternity’s dedication to academic excellence and community
service as twin pillars of its identity. It discusses scholarship programs, educational
initiatives, and philanthropic efforts sponsored or supported by Omega Psi Phi throughout
its history. The book illustrates how these efforts have helped shape generations of African
American men committed to leadership and service.
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omega psi phi history book: The History of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Herman Dreer, 1940

omega psi phi history book: The History of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. (an Update for the
Period 1960-2008) Vernon Steve Weakley, 2009-05-01 This literary work is an update of the History
of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. for the period 1960 to 2008. This book humbly takes up where
Omega men Herman Dreer, Robert L. Gill and their outstanding committees stopped. This new
update was officially sanctioned and commissioned by Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. via the 38th
Grand Basileus, the honorable Warren G. Lee, and the elected Supreme Council for the 74th Grand
Conclave. This Omega History Book project will provide a clear and accurate history of Omega Psi
Phi Fraternity and its impact on America and African Americans in particular for the period 1960 to
2008. This new History update will serve to clearly demonstrate how Omega Psi Phi fraternity Inc.
has, not only made a significant positive difference in the lives of Black people, but the entire world.
It is this committee's fervent hope that this update will not only enlighten, be a beacon and shed
light on our illustrious history but will also be an inspiration to young people, the general public at
large and all Omega Men, past, present and future. This new update involved the comprehensive
gathering of historical data on Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. from all across America and
internationally for the period 1960 to the 2008. It endeavored to encompass all significant
contributions, all noteworthy efforts and the resulting factual recordation of Omega Psi Phi
fraternity and all Omega men who have had pertinent impact on America and Omega Dear during
this period. This project was massive and took over two years to complete. The resulting final
product will be a self perpetuating income generating source for Omega Psi Phi fraternity for many
years to come. Please be clearly advised readers that this is an update of the previous history books
written by the honorable Herman Dreer, Robert L. Gill and their committees. This book, with the
exception of containing some basic historical information to enlighten a person who has no
knowledge of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, will not routinely cover past historical information shown in
the great works of Dreer and Gill occurring prior to this update period. The history rich period for
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this update has provided many interesting challenges for Omega and its members. The Founders of
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity did not shrink from the task, nor did they pity themselves for being given
the tremendous burden to uplift the African American race. W.E.B. DuBois' talented tenth assertion
must be our rallying cry in that it crystallizes the fact that Omega men must be in the forefront in
lifting the Black community to higher heights. Omega men are indeed the cream of the crop
endowed with the divine gift of greatness. And, our great history and our individual and unified
deeds bare witness to this fact and with that our readiness to step to the fore. Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity Inc. is filled with many great Omega men who have had significant positive impact on
America during this update period. There are undeniable facts, inspiring legends, and exceptional
Omega men who have accomplished great things in their districts and at the international level, as
well as in their personal lives and in their gallant exploits across the nation. It is time that the world
knows of our extraordinary contributions to the greatest country on earth and our proud race. We
pray that this HISTORY OF OMEGA PSI PHI FRATERNITY INC. for the period 1960 to 2008
accomplishes this goal and be a guiding light to live by and be a positive uplifting force for all that
reads it.

omega psi phi history book: Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, 1995*

omega psi phi history book: With Faith in God and Heart and Mind Maurice J. Hobson, Eddie
R. Cole, Jim C. Harper, Derrick P. Alridge, 2025-01-10 When Edgar A. Love, Oscar J. Cooper, Frank
Coleman, and Ernest Everett Just founded the historically Black fraternity Omega Psi Phi on
November 17, 1911, at Howard University, they could not have known how great of an impact their
organization would have on American life. Over the 110 years that followed, its members led
colleges and universities; served in prominent military roles; made innumerable contributions to
education, civic society, science, and medicine; and at least one campaigned for the US presidency.
This book offers a comprehensive, authoritative history of the fraternity, emphasizing its vital role
through multiple eras of the Black freedom struggle. The authors address both the individual work
of its membership, which has included such figures as Carter G. Woodson, Bayard Rustin, Roy
Wilkins, James L. Farmer Jr., Benjamin Elijah Mays, James Clyburn, Jesse Jackson, and Benjamin
Crump, and the collective efforts of the fraternity’s leadership to encourage its general membership
to contribute to the struggle in concrete ways over the years. The result is a book that uniquely
connects the 1910s with the present, showing the ongoing power of a Black fraternal organization to
channel its members toward social reform.

omega psi phi history book: Omega Psi Phi Secrets Itty Bitnique, 2014-07-26 This collectible
little history study book includes the unauthorized history of Omega Psi Phi with a COLLECTIBLE
BOOK COVER. It includes information about the origin of the organization, founders, traditions, and
secret college greek nomenclature.

omega psi phi history book: Omega Psi Phi Unauthorized History Wiggins, 2014-06-19 Omega
Psi Phi Unauthorized History Quiz and Test Book based on historical and traditional facts.

omega psi phi history book: Blood and Thunder Walter "Big Walt." Anderson, 2004*

omega psi phi history book: The Omega Psi Fraternity and the Men who Made Its
History Robert Lewis Gill, 1963

omega psi phi history book: The Founders Gerald Curry, 2025-07-04

omega psi phi history book: A Summary History of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.,
1911-1991 John S. Epps, 1991

omega psi phi history book: The Omega Psi Phi Fraternity and the Men who Made Its
History Robert Lewis Gill, 1963 The Omega Psi Phi Fraternity was founded in 1911 at Howard
University, a university primarily attended by African Americans. .

omega psi phi history book: Leading Figures in the History of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.
Judson L Jeffries, 2025-02-04 In two volumes, Judson Jeffries brings together essays on 21
accomplished and influential members of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., demonstrating the
enormous impact of the fraternity. Volume 1 tells the story of the organization's founding and
spotlights scientists, civil rights lawyers, athletes, and musicians.




omega psi phi history book: The Soul of Omega Kyle S. Yeldell, 2021

omega psi phi history book: The History of Omega Psi Phi Herman Dreer, 1911

omega psi phi history book: Leading Figures in the History of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.
Judson L Jeffries, 2025-02-04 In two volumes, Judson Jeffries brings together essays on 21
accomplished and influential members of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., demonstrating the
enormous impact of the fraternity. Volume 2 discusses military figures, artists, modern civil rights
activists, and scholars, and celebrates the rise of recent scholarship on Black Greek-letter
organizations.

omega psi phi history book: Pi Chapter Sets the Pace Edwin T. Johnson, 2003

omega psi phi history book: The History of the Theta Epsilon Chapter of the Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity Anthony Terrell Teat, Troy Alfred Wiley Priest, Omega Psi Phi Fraternity. Theta Epsilon
Chapter (Brown University), 1989

omega psi phi history book: Leading Figures in the History of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity,
Inc. Judson L. Jeffries, 2025-02-04 Highlighting 21 members of this illustrious historically Black
fraternity Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., was founded in 1911 at Howard University to cultivate
and nurture a generation of leaders who would work toward racial uplift and influence American
society. In an unprecedented two volumes, Judson Jeffries brings together original works on 21 of
the fraternity’s accomplished and influential members. Written by a diverse group of scholars, these
profiles highlight the national importance of these figures in their chosen fields of endeavor as well
as the enormous impact of this great fraternity. Volume 2 discusses Brigadier General Charles
Young; artist and activist Charlotte Lottie Wilson, affectionately considered the fraternity's lone
female member; modern civil rights activists T.R.M. Howard, Bayard Rustin, Lawrence Guyot, Jesse
L. Jackson, and Emory O. Jackson; and scholars Lewis V. Baldwin, Asa Grant Hilliard III, and
Benjamin E. Mays. Jeffries concludes by celebrating the recent rise in scholarship that draws
attention to the fraternities and sororities that have connected other Black trailblazers such as
these. Including both widely recognized and little-known individuals and featuring people who were
on the front lines of the struggle for racial equality and those whose work took place behind the
scenes, these volumes show the contributions of Black leaders in the areas of science, civil rights,
athletics, the arts, the military, politics, education, and more. Leading Figures in the History of
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. is a testament to the significance of Black Greek-letter organizations,
whose members have made history through lives of struggle, accomplishment, triumph, and uplift.
Contributors: Judson L. Jeffries | Qiana M. Cutts | Francis V. Gourrier, Jr. | Dereck J. Rovaris | Kyle
Brooks | Brian G. Shellum | Kimberly Mangun | Cynthia Hawkins | William J. Southerland | Raymond
Sommerville | Jeaninne D. Wallace

omega psi phi history book: Steppin' on the Blues Jacqui Malone, 1996 Former dancer Jacqui
Malone throws a fresh spotlight on the cultural history of black dance, the Africanisms that have
influenced it, and the significant role that vocal harmony groups, black college and university
marching bands, and black sorority and fraternity stepping teams have played in the evolution of
dance in African American life.

omega psi phi history book: Yesteryear Walter A. H. Gill, 2019
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