
peace organization
peace organization plays a crucial role in fostering harmony, resolving
conflicts, and promoting global stability. These entities operate on various
levels, including local, national, and international, to address issues
related to war, violence, human rights, and social justice. By facilitating
dialogue, mediating disputes, and advocating for nonviolent solutions, peace
organizations contribute significantly to the advancement of peaceful
coexistence worldwide. This article explores the definition and purpose of
peace organizations, their historical development, the various types that
exist today, and their impact on international relations and societies.
Additionally, it highlights key challenges faced by these groups and the
strategies they employ to overcome them. Understanding the multifaceted
nature of peace organizations is essential for appreciating their vital
contributions to global peace efforts.
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Understanding Peace Organizations
A peace organization is an entity dedicated to promoting peace and preventing
conflict through various means such as advocacy, education, mediation, and
humanitarian aid. These organizations work to reduce violence, support
disarmament, and foster dialogue between conflicting parties. The core
mission of peace organizations typically includes promoting social justice,
human rights, and sustainable development as foundational elements for
lasting peace. They often collaborate with governments, international bodies,
and grassroots movements to advance their objectives. Peace organizations
vary in size and scope, ranging from small community groups to large
international non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and intergovernmental
agencies.



Key Functions of Peace Organizations
Peace organizations perform several essential functions that contribute to
conflict resolution and peacebuilding:

Conflict mediation and negotiation between conflicting parties

Promotion of nonviolent communication and conflict resolution techniques

Advocacy for disarmament and arms control policies

Educational programs aimed at peace awareness and human rights

Humanitarian assistance to victims of conflict and displacement

Monitoring and reporting on human rights violations and war crimes

Historical Development of Peace Organizations
The emergence of formal peace organizations can be traced back to the 19th
century, coinciding with increased international efforts to prevent war and
promote diplomacy. Early examples include the establishment of the
International Committee of the Red Cross in 1863 and the formation of the
Hague Peace Conferences at the turn of the 20th century. The devastation of
World War I and World War II significantly accelerated the growth of peace
organizations, leading to the creation of the League of Nations and later the
United Nations. These institutions laid the groundwork for modern
peacekeeping and conflict prevention mechanisms. Over time, peace
organizations evolved to address new challenges such as nuclear disarmament,
ethnic conflicts, and terrorism.

Milestones in Peace Organization History
Several key events have shaped the trajectory of peace organizations
globally:

1863: Founding of the International Committee of the Red Cross1.

1899 & 1907: The Hague Peace Conferences establishing laws of war2.

1919: Formation of the League of Nations after World War I3.

1945: Creation of the United Nations and its peacekeeping missions4.

1960s-1980s: Rise of non-governmental peace movements and disarmament5.
campaigns



1990s-present: Increased focus on human rights and post-conflict6.
reconstruction

Types of Peace Organizations
Peace organizations encompass a broad spectrum of groups, each with unique
roles and methods. They can be categorized based on their function, scope,
and operational focus. Understanding these types helps clarify the diverse
approaches employed in peacebuilding efforts.

International Peace Organizations
International peace organizations operate across borders and often
collaborate with multiple governments and NGOs. Examples include the United
Nations, Amnesty International, and the International Crisis Group. These
organizations address global and regional conflicts, promote international
law, and provide platforms for diplomatic negotiations.

Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs)
NGOs focused on peace work independently from government control. They often
engage in grassroots activism, education, and advocacy. Examples include
Peace Brigades International and the International Peace Bureau. NGOs play a
critical role in raising awareness, monitoring human rights abuses, and
providing direct support to affected populations.

Religious and Faith-Based Organizations
Many peace organizations are rooted in religious traditions, leveraging
faith-based principles to promote reconciliation and forgiveness. These
groups often work within communities to foster interfaith dialogue and social
cohesion. Examples include the Fellowship of Reconciliation and the World
Council of Churches.

Community-Based Peace Groups
Local peace organizations operate at the community level, addressing specific
conflicts and promoting social harmony. They are instrumental in conflict
prevention, mediation, and peace education tailored to local contexts. These
groups often collaborate with larger organizations to amplify their impact.



Impact of Peace Organizations on Global
Stability
Peace organizations have contributed significantly to reducing violence,
preventing wars, and supporting post-conflict recovery around the world.
Their work enhances diplomatic efforts, strengthens international norms
against aggression, and fosters environments conducive to sustainable
development. Through peacekeeping missions, mediation, and advocacy, these
organizations help stabilize regions affected by conflict and build
frameworks for long-term peace.

Examples of Successful Peace Initiatives
Several peace organizations have been instrumental in resolving conflicts and
promoting reconciliation:

The United Nations peacekeeping operations in conflict zones such as
Liberia and Sierra Leone

Amnesty International’s campaigns against human rights abuses and
torture

International Campaign to Ban Landmines, which led to the Ottawa Treaty

Grassroots peacebuilding efforts in Northern Ireland and South Africa

Challenges Faced by Peace Organizations
Despite their important role, peace organizations face numerous obstacles
that can limit their effectiveness. These challenges include political
resistance, funding constraints, security risks, and complex dynamics of
modern conflicts. Additionally, peace organizations must navigate issues
related to impartiality, cultural sensitivity, and the need to adapt to
rapidly changing conflict environments.

Common Obstacles
Key challenges encountered by peace organizations include:

Lack of political will from conflicting parties or governments

Insufficient financial resources to sustain long-term projects

Security threats to peace workers in volatile regions



Difficulty in maintaining neutrality and trust among stakeholders

Challenges in measuring impact and effectiveness

Strategies and Approaches Utilized by Peace
Organizations
To overcome challenges and maximize impact, peace organizations employ a
variety of strategies and approaches. These methods are designed to promote
dialogue, build trust, and address root causes of conflict. Combining
traditional diplomatic efforts with innovative peacebuilding techniques,
these organizations adapt to diverse contexts and needs.

Key Peacebuilding Strategies
Effective strategies used by peace organizations include:

Mediation and negotiation facilitation to resolve disputes amicably

Conflict prevention through early warning systems and community
engagement

Peace education programs to cultivate a culture of nonviolence

Capacity building for local leaders and institutions

Advocacy for policy changes and international agreements

Collaboration with multiple stakeholders including governments, civil
society, and international agencies

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a peace organization?
A peace organization is a group or institution dedicated to promoting peace,
resolving conflicts, and preventing violence through various means such as
advocacy, education, and mediation.



What are some well-known international peace
organizations?
Some well-known international peace organizations include the United Nations
(UN), International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), Peace Corps, and
Amnesty International.

How do peace organizations contribute to conflict
resolution?
Peace organizations contribute to conflict resolution by facilitating
dialogue between conflicting parties, promoting diplomacy, providing
humanitarian aid, and advocating for non-violent solutions.

What role do peace organizations play in promoting
human rights?
Peace organizations often work to protect and promote human rights by raising
awareness, monitoring violations, supporting victims, and lobbying
governments for policy changes.

How can individuals get involved with peace
organizations?
Individuals can get involved by volunteering, donating, participating in
awareness campaigns, joining advocacy efforts, or pursuing careers in
peacebuilding and conflict resolution.

What is the impact of peace organizations on global
security?
Peace organizations help enhance global security by preventing armed
conflicts, promoting disarmament, supporting post-conflict reconstruction,
and fostering international cooperation.

How do peace organizations use education to promote
peace?
Peace organizations use education by developing curricula on conflict
resolution, organizing workshops and seminars, and raising public awareness
about the importance of peace and non-violence.

What challenges do peace organizations face today?
Peace organizations face challenges such as political resistance, limited
funding, complex conflicts, misinformation, and difficulties in accessing
conflict zones.



Can peace organizations influence government
policies?
Yes, peace organizations can influence government policies through lobbying,
advocacy, providing expert advice, and mobilizing public opinion to support
peaceful initiatives.

What are some examples of successful peace
organization initiatives?
Examples include the Oslo Accords facilitated by peace mediators, the global
campaign to ban landmines led by the International Campaign to Ban Landmines,
and the peacekeeping missions coordinated by the United Nations.

Additional Resources
1. Peace Is Every Step: The Path of Mindfulness in Everyday Life
This book by Thich Nhat Hanh explores how mindfulness and meditation can
cultivate inner peace and contribute to global harmony. It offers practical
exercises and insights to help readers develop compassion, reduce stress, and
promote nonviolence in their daily interactions. It’s a foundational read for
those interested in peace from a personal and societal perspective.

2. Nonviolent Communication: A Language of Life
Marshall B. Rosenberg presents a communication framework aimed at resolving
conflicts and fostering empathy. The book teaches readers to express
themselves honestly while listening deeply to others, which can transform
hostile encounters into opportunities for peace. It is widely used by peace
organizations and mediators worldwide.

3. The Anatomy of Peace: Resolving the Heart of Conflict
Written by The Arbinger Institute, this book delves into the psychological
roots of conflict and offers a transformative approach to resolving disputes.
It emphasizes the importance of seeing others as people rather than objects
to overcome hostility. Peace organizations often use its principles to build
more effective conflict resolution programs.

4. Building Peace: Sustainable Reconciliation in Divided Societies
John Paul Lederach provides a comprehensive look at peacebuilding in post-
conflict environments. The book combines theory and practical case studies to
show how grassroots initiatives and long-term reconciliation efforts
contribute to sustainable peace. It’s a valuable resource for practitioners
working in peace organizations around the world.

5. Peacebuilding: From Concept to Commission
This book by David Chandler offers an in-depth examination of the evolution
and challenges of peacebuilding as an international practice. It critically
assesses policies, strategies, and the role of international organizations in



maintaining peace and security. The book is essential for those involved in
peace organization management and policy-making.

6. The Moral Imagination: The Art and Soul of Building Peace
Mark R. Warren explores creative and ethical approaches to peacebuilding that
go beyond traditional diplomacy. The book emphasizes storytelling, cultural
understanding, and inclusive participation as key tools for resolving deep-
seated conflicts. It inspires peace activists and organizations to adopt
innovative methods in their work.

7. War and Peacebuilding in Africa: The Role of International Organizations
Edited by Timothy M. Shaw, this compilation examines the complex dynamics of
peacebuilding efforts on the African continent. It highlights the
contributions and challenges faced by international organizations in conflict
zones. The book provides case studies that are instructive for global peace
organizations focusing on Africa.

8. Peace Economics, Peace Science and Public Policy
Edited by T. D. Willett, this volume presents economic analyses related to
peace and conflict. It explores how economic policies and scientific methods
can promote peace and prevent violence. The book is useful for peace
organizations interested in integrating economic strategies into their
conflict resolution efforts.

9. The Little Book of Conflict Transformation
By John Paul Lederach, this concise guide offers practical tools and
principles for transforming conflicts constructively. It is designed for
peacebuilders, mediators, and community leaders who seek accessible and
effective ways to foster dialogue and reconciliation. Its straightforward
approach makes it a popular resource in peace organization training programs.
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explores issues as activist identity, diversity, and movement participation as well as the challenges,
successes, and failures of those struggling for peace.
  peace organization: Partners in Peace Mathijs van Leeuwen, 2013-03-28 How do
international organizations support local peacebuilding? Do they really understand conflict?
Partners in Peace challenges the global perceptions and assumptions of the roles played by civil
society in peacebuilding and offers a radically new perspective on how international organizations
can support such efforts. Framing the debate using case studies from Africa and Central America,
the author examines different meanings of peacebuilding, the practices and politics of interpreting
conflict and how planned interventions work out. Comparing original views with contemporary
perceptions of non-state actors, Partners in Peace includes many recommendations for NGOs
involved in peacebuilding and constructs a new understanding on how these possible solutions relate
to politics and practices on the ground. Concise in both theoretical and empirical analysis, this book
is an important contribution to our understanding of civil society's role in building sustainable peace.
  peace organization: Fighting for Peace Lisa Leitz, 2014-04-15 Fighting for Peace brings to
light an important yet neglected aspect of opposition to the Iraq War—the role of veterans and their
families. Drawing on extensive participant observation and interviews, Lisa Leitz demonstrates how
the harrowing war experiences of veterans and their families motivated a significant number of them
to engage in peace activism. Married to a Navy pilot herself, Leitz documents how military peace
activists created a movement that allowed them to merge two seemingly contradictory sides of their
lives: an intimate relation to the military and antiwar activism. Members of the movement
strategically deployed their combined military–peace activist identities to attract media attention,
assert their authority about the military and war, and challenge dominant pro-war sentiment. By
emphasizing the human costs of war, activists hoped to mobilize American citizens and leaders who
were detached from the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, bring the wars to an end, and build up
programs to take care of returning veterans and their families. The stories in Fighting for Peace
ultimately reveal that America’s all-volunteer force is contributing to a civilian–military divide that
leaves civilians with little connection to the sacrifices of the military. Increasingly, Leitz shows,
veterans and their families are being left to not only fight America’s wars but also to fight against
them.
  peace organization: European Union Support for Colombia's Peace Process Karlos Pérez de
Armiño, 2023-05-29 This open access book provides a comprehensive analysis of the EU's crucial
support for the implementation of the Havana Peace Agreement between the Colombian government
and the FARC-EP. It explores the use of new approaches and instruments that, despite some
limitations and criticisms, could go beyond conventional liberal peace and provide useful lessons.
Particular attention is paid to three axes: strengthening civil society, protection of human rights and
a territorial peace perspective, as a contribution to the local turn in peace policies. The book first
outlines the background of the conflict, the EU's two-decade defense of a negotiated peace, and the
complexities of the peace process. Then, it analyses the development cooperation and political
support provided in different areas: the collective reinsertion of ex-guerrillas, women and gender
initiatives, the rights of ethnic communities, the sophisticated transitional justice system, as well as
activities on reconciliation, victims and protection of human rights defenders.
  peace organization: Peace Entrepreneurs and Social Entrepreneurship Oliver-Lumerman,
Amalya, Zilber, Tammar B., Magadlah, Haneen S., Tabib-Calif, Yosepha, Rubel-Lifschitz, Tammy ,
2021-09-21 This timely book comprises detailed personal narratives of entrepreneurs who have
worked towards peace in the Israeli–Palestinian conflict. It begins by offering an innovative
framework of analysis based on scientific knowledge about social entrepreneurs, defining ‘peace
entrepreneurship’ and mapping its unique characteristics. It also explains the narrative methodology
used, and provides a short history of the conflict in the region.
  peace organization: Debating War and Peace Jonathan Mermin, 1999-07-01 The First
Amendment ideal of an independent press allows American journalists to present critical
perspectives on government policies and actions; but are the media independent of government in



practice? Here Jonathan Mermin demonstrates that when it comes to military intervention,
journalists over the past two decades have let the government itself set the terms and boundaries of
foreign policy debate in the news. Analyzing newspaper and television reporting of U.S. intervention
in Grenada and Panama, the bombing of Libya, the Gulf War, and U.S. actions in Somalia and Haiti,
he shows that if there is no debate over U.S. policy in Washington, there is no debate in the news.
Journalists often criticize the execution of U.S. policy, but fail to offer critical analysis of the policy
itself if actors inside the government have not challenged it. Mermin ultimately offers concrete
evidence of outside-Washington perspectives that could have been reported in specific cases, and
explains how the press could increase its independence of Washington in reporting foreign policy
news. The author constructs a new framework for thinking about press-government relations, based
on the observation that bipartisan support for U.S. intervention is often best interpreted as a
political phenomenon, not as evidence of the wisdom of U.S. policy. Journalists should remember
that domestic political factors often influence foreign policy debate. The media, Mermin argues,
should not see a Washington consensus as justification for downplaying critical perspectives.
  peace organization: The Politics of Peace Petra Goedde, 2019-01-10 During a television
broadcast in 1959, US President Dwight D. Eisenhower remarked that people in the long run are
going to do more to promote peace than our governments. Indeed, I think that people want peace so
much that one of these days our governments had better get out of the way and let them have it. At
that very moment international peace organizations were bypassing national governments to create
alternative institutions for the promotion of world peace and mounting the first serious challenge to
the state-centered conduct of international relations. This study explores the emerging politics of
peace, both as an ideal and as a pragmatic aspect of international relations, during the early cold
war. It traces the myriad ways in which a broad spectrum of people involved in and affected by the
cold war used, altered, and fought over a seemingly universal concept. These dynamic interactions
involved three sets of global actors: cold war states, peace advocacy groups, and anti-colonial
liberationists. These transnational networks challenged and eventually undermined the cold war
order. They did so not just with reference to the United States, the Soviet Union, and Western
Europe, but also by addressing the violence of national liberation movements in the Third World. As
Petra Goedde shows in this work, deterritorializing the cold war reveals the fractures that emerged
within each cold war camp, as activists both challenged their own governments over the right path
toward global peace and challenged each other over the best strategy to achieve it. The Politics of
Peace demonstrates that the scientists, journalists, publishers, feminists, and religious leaders who
drove the international discourse on peace after World War II laid the groundwork for the eventual
political transformation of the Cold War.
  peace organization: The Israeli Peace Movement Tamar S. Hermann, 2009-09-14 This book
discusses the predicament of the Israeli peace movement, which, paradoxically, following the
launching of the Oslo peace process between Israel and the Palestinians in 1993, experienced a
prolonged, fatal decline in membership, activity, political significance, and media visibility. After
presenting the regional and national background to the launching of the peace process and a short
history of Israeli peace activism, the book focuses on external and internal processes and
interactions experienced by the peace movement, after some basic postulates of its agenda were
actually, although never explicitly, embraced by the Rabin government. The book concludes that,
despite its organizational decline and the zero credit given to it by the policy makers, in retrospect it
appears that the movement contributed significantly to the integration of new ideas for possible
solutions to the Middle East conflict in the Israeli mainstream political discourse.
  peace organization: Mobilizing for Peace Benjamin Gidron, Stanley Nider Katz, Yeheskel
Hasenfeld, 2002 Focusing on the work of nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) in Northern
Ireland, South Africa & Israel/Palestine, the contributors investigate the nature of these
organizations & how their social systems influence their functions & structures.
  peace organization: The Peace Movements in Europe and the United States Werner
Kaltefleiter, Robert L. Pfaltzgraff, 2019-07-09 In the early 1980s the peace movements in most of the



Western countries captured public attention as never before. This largely resulted from NATO’s
decision in 1979 to deploy new medium range missiles in Europe in 1983 if negotiations with the
Soviet Union to limit this type of weapon system failed. The main purpose of the peace movements in
Europe was to put pressure on their respective governments to accept Soviet proposals in
negotiations and not to deploy new missiles. Many large demonstrations and other ‘happenings’
were organised for this purpose. The Soviet and other Warsaw Pact countries accompanied and
supported the activities of the peace movements by propaganda and disinformation campaigns. The
national peace movements, despite their common aims, had different historic backgrounds and
characteristics. This book, originally published in 1985, presents an authoritative review of the
peace movements in Sweden, Denmark, Norway, the Netherlands, Great Britain, France, Italy,
Germany and the United States. The authors discuss not only the history and organisation of each
peace movement, but also their international cooperation, media coverage and prospects for the
future.
  peace organization: The Socio-economics of Conversion from War to Peace Lloyd J. Dumas,
Amitai Etzioni, 2016-09-17 This text discusses the economic, social and political implications of
redirecting labour and capital from a military-based to a post-Cold War economy.
  peace organization: International Organization Volker Rittberger, Bernhard Zangl, Andreas
Kruck, Hylke Dijkstra, 2019-01-17 The third edition of this popular core textbook provides
wide-ranging coverage of the structure, internal working, policies and performance of international
organizations such as the UN, EU, IMF and World Bank. Such organizations have never been so
important in addressing the challenges that face our increasingly globalised world. This book
introduces students to theories with which to approach international organizations, their history,
and their ability to respond to contemporary issues in world politics from nuclear disarmament,
climate change and human rights protection, to trade, monetary and financial relations, and
international development. Underpinning the text is the authors' unique model that views
international organizations as actual organizations. Reacting to world events, political actors provide
the 'inputs' which are converted by the political systems of these organizations (through various
decision-making procedures) into 'outputs' that achieve varying levels of real-world impact and
effectiveness. This is the perfect text for undergraduate and postgraduate students of politics and
international relations taking courses on International organization and global governance, as well
as essential reading for those studying the UN, the EU and Globalization. New to this Edition: -
Draws on the most recent research in the field and considers some of the significant world events of
the last decade to ensure that the book is completely up to date. - Two separate chapters considering
Trade and Development, and Finance and Monetary Relations respectively. - Fully accounts for the
challenges to international organizations by the emerging powers, the Trump administration and
Brexit
  peace organization: Peace David Cortright, 2008-04-24 Veteran scholar and peace activist
David Cortright offers a definitive history of the human striving for peace and an analysis of its
religious and intellectual roots. This authoritative, balanced, and highly readable volume traces the
rise of peace advocacy and internationalism from their origins in earlier centuries through the mass
movements of recent decades: the pacifist campaigns of the 1930s, the Vietnam antiwar movement,
and the waves of disarmament activism that peaked in the 1980s. Also explored are the underlying
principles of peace - nonviolence, democracy, social justice, and human rights - all placed within a
framework of 'realistic pacifism'. Peace brings the story up-to-date by examining opposition to the
Iraq War and responses to the so-called 'war on terror'. This is history with a modern twist, set in the
context of current debates about 'the responsibility to protect', nuclear proliferation, Darfur, and
conflict transformation.
  peace organization: Encyclopedia of Violence, Peace, and Conflict , 2008-09-05 The 2nd
edition of Encyclopedia of Violence, Peace and Conflict provides timely and useful information about
antagonism and reconciliation in all contexts of public and personal life. Building on the
highly-regarded 1st edition (1999), and publishing at a time of seemingly inexorably increasing



conflict and violent behaviour the world over, the Encyclopedia is an essential reference for students
and scholars working in the field of peace and conflict resolution studies, and for those seeking to
explore alternatives to violence and share visions and strategies for social justice and social change.
Covering topics as diverse as Arms Control, Peace Movements, Child Abuse, Folklore, Terrorism and
Political Assassinations, the Encyclopedia comprehensively addresses an extensive information area
in 225 multi-disciplinary, cross-referenced and authoritatively authored articles. In his Preface to the
1st edition, Editor-in-Chief Lester Kurtz wrote: The problem of violence poses such a monumental
challenge at the end of the 20th century that it is surprising we have addressed it so inadequately.
We have not made much progress in learning how to cooperate with one another more effectively or
how to conduct our conflicts more peacefully. Instead, we have increased the lethality of our combat
through revolutions in weapons technology and military training. The Encyclopedia of Violence,
Peace, and Conflict is designed to help us to take stock of our knowledge concerning these crucial
phenomena. Ten years on, the need for an authoritative and cross-disciplinary approach to the great
issues of violence and peace seems greater than ever. More than 200 authoritative multidisciplinary
articles in a 3-volume set Many brand-new articles alongside revised and updated content from the
First Edition Article outline and glossary of key terms at the beginning of each article Entries
arranged alphabetically for easy access Articles written by more than 200 eminent contributors from
around the world
  peace organization: PEACE STUDIES, PUBLIC POLICY AND GLOBAL SECURITY – Volume III
Ursula Oswald Spring, Ada Aharoni, Ralph V. Summy, Robert Charles Elliot, 2010-07-24 Peace
Studies, Public Policy and Global Security is a component of Encyclopedia of Social Sciences and
Humanities in the global Encyclopedia of Life Support Systems (EOLSS), which is an integrated
compendium of twenty one Encyclopedias. The Theme on Peace Studies, Public Policy and Global
Security provides the essential aspects and a myriad of issues of great relevance to our world such
as: Processes of Peace and Security; International Security, Peace, Development, and Environment;
Security Threats, Challenges, Vulnerability and Risks; Sustainable Food and Water Security; World
Economic Order. This 11-volume set contains several chapters, each of size 5000-30000 words, with
perspectives, issues on Peace studies, Public Policy and Global security. These volumes are aimed at
the following five major target audiences: University and College students Educators, Professional
practitioners, Research personnel and Policy analysts, managers, and decision makers and NGOs.
  peace organization: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section 170 (c) of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 , 2000
  peace organization: Working for Peace and Justice Lawrence S. Wittner, 2012-05-10 A
longtime agitator against war and social injustice, Lawrence Wittner has been tear-gassed,
threatened by police with drawn guns, charged by soldiers with fixed bayonets, spied upon by the
U.S. government, arrested, and purged from his job for political -reasons. To say that this
teacher-historian-activist has led an interesting life is a considerable understatement. In this
absorbing memoir, Wittner traces the dramatic course of a life and career that took him from a
Brooklyn boyhood in the 1940s and ’50s to an education at Columbia University and the University
of Wisconsin to the front lines of peace activism, the fight for racial equality, and the struggles of the
labor movement. He details his family background, which included the bloody anti-Semitic pogroms
of late-nineteenth-century Eastern Europe, and chronicles his long teaching career, which comprised
positions at a small black college in Virginia, an elite women’s liberal arts college north of New York
City, and finally a permanent home at the Albany campus of the State University of New York.
Throughout, he packs the narrative with colorful vignettes describing such activities as fighting
racism in Louisiana and Mississippi during the early 1960s, collaborating with peace-oriented
intellectuals in Gorbachev’s Soviet Union, and leading thousands of antinuclear demonstrators
through the streets of Hiroshima. As the book also reveals, Wittner’s work as an activist was
matched by scholarly achievements that made him one of the world’s foremost authorities on the
history of the peace and nuclear disarmament movements—a research specialty that led to revealing
encounters with such diverse figures as Norman Thomas, the Unabomber, Zbigniew Brzezinski,



Caspar Weinberger, and David Horowitz. A tenured professor and renowned author who has
nevertheless lived in tension with the broader currents of his society, Lawrence Wittner tells an
engaging personal story that includes some of the most turbulent and significant events of recent
history. Lawrence S. Wittner, emeritus professor of history at the University at Albany, SUNY, is the
author of numerous scholarly works, including the award-winning three-volume Struggle Against the
Bomb. Among other awards and honors, he has received major grants or fellowships from the
National Endowment for the Humanities, the American Council of Learned Societies, the Aspen
Institute, the United States Institute of Peace, and the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur
Foundation.
  peace organization: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section 170 (c) of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 , 2001
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