
origin of humans

origin of humans is a fundamental question that has intrigued scientists,
historians, and philosophers for centuries. Understanding how humans came to
be involves exploring evolutionary biology, genetics, anthropology, and
fossil records. This article delves into the scientific explanations behind
human emergence, tracing the development from early primates to Homo sapiens.
The journey of human evolution is marked by significant milestones such as
bipedalism, brain enlargement, and the use of tools. Additionally, the role
of environmental changes and migration patterns is crucial in comprehending
the spread and adaptation of early humans across the globe. This
comprehensive overview provides insights into the complex processes that
shaped the species known as modern humans. The following sections will cover
the evolutionary background, fossil evidence, genetic studies, and
anthropological findings related to the origin of humans.

Evolutionary Background of Humans

Fossil Evidence and Key Discoveries

Genetic Insights into Human Origins

Anthropological Perspectives and Migration

Factors Influencing Human Evolution

Evolutionary Background of Humans
The evolutionary background of humans is rooted in the primate family, a
group that includes monkeys, apes, and humans. Humans belong to the family
Hominidae, also known as great apes, which share a common ancestor dating
back several million years. The origin of humans involves a gradual
evolutionary process characterized by numerous adaptations that distinguish
hominins from other primates. Key developments in this background include the
emergence of bipedalism, increased brain size, and complex social behaviors.
Understanding these evolutionary steps is essential for grasping how modern
humans evolved from earlier ancestors.

From Primates to Hominins
The transition from early primates to hominins marks a critical phase in the
origin of humans. Hominins are the group consisting of modern humans, extinct
human species, and all our immediate ancestors after the split from the
common ancestor with chimpanzees. This divergence is estimated to have



occurred around six to seven million years ago. Early hominins exhibited
traits such as upright walking and changes in dentition, which set the stage
for more advanced evolutionary changes.

Key Evolutionary Adaptations
Several evolutionary adaptations played a pivotal role in the origin of
humans. These include:

Bipedalism: Walking on two legs allowed early humans to travel
efficiently and freed their hands for tool use.

Brain Expansion: Over millions of years, hominin brain size increased
significantly, enabling advanced cognitive functions.

Tool Use: The ability to create and use tools enhanced survival and
social coordination.

Social Structures: Complex social relationships facilitated cooperation
and cultural development.

Fossil Evidence and Key Discoveries
Fossil records provide the most tangible evidence for the origin of humans,
offering snapshots of evolutionary changes over time. Discoveries of hominin
fossils in Africa and other parts of the world have helped map the
evolutionary timeline and identify different species within the human
lineage. These fossils reveal anatomical changes that correspond with shifts
in behavior, environment, and biology.

Important Fossil Finds
Several fossil discoveries have been instrumental in understanding human
origins:

Australopithecus afarensis: One of the earliest well-known hominins,
famously represented by the fossil "Lucy," dating back around 3.2
million years.

Homo habilis: Known as the "handy man," this species showed evidence of
tool use and existed approximately 2.4 to 1.4 million years ago.

Homo erectus: An important ancestor with a larger brain and body size,
known for spreading beyond Africa around 1.9 million years ago.



Neanderthals (Homo neanderthalensis): A closely related species that
lived in Europe and parts of Asia until about 40,000 years ago.

Homo sapiens: The species to which modern humans belong, emerging
roughly 300,000 years ago.

Fossil Analysis Techniques
Advances in technology have enhanced the study of fossils through methods
such as radiometric dating, CT scanning, and comparative anatomy. These
techniques allow scientists to estimate the age of fossils accurately and
understand their physical characteristics and evolutionary significance in
the context of the origin of humans.

Genetic Insights into Human Origins
Genetic research has revolutionized the understanding of the origin of humans
by analyzing DNA sequences from both modern humans and ancient specimens.
This field, known as molecular anthropology, provides evidence of
evolutionary relationships, migration patterns, and interbreeding events.

DNA and Human Evolution
The comparison of genetic material between humans and other primates reveals
the degree of relatedness and divergence times. Studies show that humans and
chimpanzees share approximately 98-99% of their DNA, confirming a recent
common ancestry. Genetic mutations over time have contributed to the unique
traits observed in humans, such as brain development and language
capabilities.

Interbreeding with Other Hominins
Genetic data indicate that modern humans interbred with other hominin species
like Neanderthals and Denisovans. This interbreeding introduced new genetic
variations that may have helped early Homo sapiens adapt to diverse
environments. The discovery of these genetic contributions challenges
previous views of a linear human evolution and highlights a complex web of
interactions in the origin of humans.

Anthropological Perspectives and Migration
Anthropology combines biological and cultural studies to explore the origin
of humans, emphasizing how early humans adapted to their environments and



developed cultures. Migration patterns have played a fundamental role in
shaping the distribution and diversity of human populations worldwide.

Out of Africa Theory
The widely accepted "Out of Africa" model proposes that modern humans
originated in Africa and migrated to other parts of the world, replacing
local hominin populations. This theory is supported by fossil evidence,
genetic data, and archaeological findings. Migration out of Africa began
around 60,000 to 70,000 years ago, leading to global dispersal and the
establishment of diverse human societies.

Cultural Evolution and Tool Use
Alongside physical evolution, cultural developments such as language, art,
and technology have been crucial in human adaptation. Early humans created
sophisticated tools, controlled fire, and developed symbolic communication,
which fostered cooperation and survival. Anthropological studies of artifacts
and cave paintings provide insight into these aspects of human evolution.

Factors Influencing Human Evolution
The origin of humans was influenced by numerous environmental, biological,
and social factors that shaped evolutionary trajectories. Understanding these
factors helps explain the adaptive strategies and survival mechanisms of
early humans.

Environmental Changes
Climatic fluctuations, such as ice ages and changing landscapes, forced early
humans to adapt to new habitats and resources. These environmental pressures
drove natural selection for traits like endurance, intelligence, and social
cooperation, which were advantageous for survival in diverse and changing
conditions.

Diet and Nutrition
Shifts in diet, including the incorporation of meat and cooked food, impacted
human physiology and evolution. Improved nutrition supported brain growth and
energy demands, while hunting and gathering strategies influenced social
structures.



Social Behavior and Cooperation
Complex social behaviors, including group hunting, child-rearing, and
cultural transmission, were critical in human evolution. Cooperation enabled
early humans to overcome challenges, share knowledge, and build communities,
which are hallmarks of the species.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the scientific theory about the origin of
humans?
The scientific theory about the origin of humans is evolution by natural
selection, which states that humans evolved from common ancestors shared with
other primates over millions of years.

Where did the first humans originate?
The first anatomically modern humans originated in Africa approximately
200,000 to 300,000 years ago, according to fossil and genetic evidence.

What is the significance of the 'Out of Africa'
theory?
The 'Out of Africa' theory suggests that modern humans evolved in Africa and
then migrated to other parts of the world, replacing earlier hominid
populations, and it is supported by genetic and archaeological data.

How do fossils contribute to our understanding of
human origins?
Fossils provide physical evidence of early human ancestors, helping
scientists trace morphological changes over time, understand evolutionary
relationships, and date key events in human evolution.

What role does DNA analysis play in studying human
origins?
DNA analysis allows researchers to study genetic similarities and differences
among populations, trace lineage, estimate divergence times, and confirm
migration patterns, offering insights into human evolutionary history.

Are there any alternative theories to the origin of



humans besides evolution?
While evolution is the widely accepted scientific explanation, some
alternative theories exist, such as creationism and intelligent design, but
these lack empirical support and are not considered scientific by the
mainstream scientific community.

Additional Resources
1. Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind
Yuval Noah Harari explores the history of the human species from the
emergence of Homo sapiens in the Stone Age to the present. The book delves
into how cognitive, agricultural, and scientific revolutions shaped human
societies. It offers a thought-provoking perspective on what it means to be
human and how our origins influence modern life.

2. The Origin of Species
Written by Charles Darwin, this groundbreaking work introduced the theory of
natural selection and evolution. It provides detailed evidence and
observations that explain how species, including humans, evolved over time.
The book is foundational to understanding human origins within the broader
context of biological evolution.

3. Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies
Jared Diamond examines the environmental and geographical factors that
influenced the development of human civilizations. The book explains why some
societies advanced faster than others, tracing back to the origins of
agriculture and domestication. It offers insights into how human history has
been shaped by forces beyond individual control.

4. The Selfish Gene
Richard Dawkins presents a gene-centered view of evolution, emphasizing how
genes drive human behavior and evolution. The book explores concepts like
altruism and cooperation through the lens of genetics. It provides a deep
understanding of the biological mechanisms that underpin human origins and
survival.

5. Before the Dawn: Recovering the Lost History of Our Ancestors
Nicholas Wade combines genetics and archaeology to trace the journey of early
humans out of Africa. The book reconstructs how ancient migrations and
interbreeding events contributed to the genetic makeup of modern humans. It
paints a vivid picture of our species’ evolutionary past through the latest
scientific discoveries.

6. The Third Chimpanzee: The Evolution and Future of the Human Animal
Jared Diamond explores the similarities and differences between humans and
our closest relatives, chimpanzees. The book discusses how humans evolved
from common ancestors and what sets Homo sapiens apart. It also reflects on
the implications of our evolutionary history for the future of humanity.



7. Origin: A Genetic History of the Americas
Jennifer Raff investigates the genetic origins of the first peoples of the
Americas. The book synthesizes archaeological and genetic evidence to unravel
human migration patterns and adaptations. It highlights the complex history
behind the peopling of the New World and its relation to broader human
evolution.

8. Lucy: The Beginnings of Humankind
Donald Johanson and Maitland Edey tell the story of the discovery of "Lucy,"
one of the oldest known hominid fossils. The book provides insights into
early human ancestors and their environment. It offers a detailed look at the
significance of this fossil in understanding human origins.

9. How Humans Evolved
Robert Boyd and Joan B. Silk present a comprehensive overview of human
evolution from the earliest primates to modern Homo sapiens. The book
integrates findings from anthropology, genetics, and paleontology. It is an
accessible yet detailed resource for understanding the scientific study of
our origins.
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  origin of humans: The Origin and Evolution of Humans and Humanness D. Tab
Rasmussen, 1993 This volume represents the proceedings of the Irving Stone Memorial Symposium
on The Origin of Humans and Humanness. Scientists in the fields of anthropology, archaeology,
biology and ecology were invited to discuss their research concerning the how's, where's and why's
of the evolutionary history of humans. Using our knowledge of the behavior and reproduction of
living primates, chapter 1 describes what made the earliest human-like animals of 4 million years
ago different from their ape relatives. While showing how the science of paleontology works, the
origin of our genus, Homo, is discussed in chapter 2. With emphasis on those humans who first made
regular use of stone tools some 2 million years ago, chapter 3 interprets ancient human behavior
and ecology from an archeological perspective. Tools from genetics, molecular biology, archaeology
and paleontology are used to examine the origin of modern Homo sapiens in chapter 4. Chapter 5
looks at the artistry of Ice Age craftsmen. Finally, using computer methods, chapter 6 delves into the
complex issue of how does human behavior change, and what is the relationship between biological
and cultural evolution?
  origin of humans: Origins of Humans IntroBooks, 2018-02-21 Human evolution can be
considered to be a lengthy procedure of several transformations in which the people originated from
the ape-like ancestors. There are several scientific evidence that reveals that the behavioral and the
physical traits that are shared by all the organisms have originated from the ape-like ancestors. They
have evolved across lengthy periods of approximately six million years ago. One of the earliest
human traits that have defined the human evolution, bipedalism is the ability for walking on two legs

https://explore.gcts.edu/gacor1-22/Book?ID=Sma32-5153&title=origin-of-humans.pdf
https://explore.gcts.edu/business-suggest-014/pdf?trackid=vgG69-6477&title=direct-energy-business-phone-number.pdf
https://explore.gcts.edu/business-suggest-014/pdf?trackid=vgG69-6477&title=direct-energy-business-phone-number.pdf


have evolved over four million years ago. There are several other human characteristics including
the complex and human brains, the ability to make several innovative tools, along with the complex
symbolic representation and elaborative cultural diversity have emerged mainly during the past
several millions of years.
  origin of humans: The Origins of Human Society Peter Bogucki, 2000-01-04 The Origins of
Human Society traces the development of human culture from its origins over 2 million years ago to
the emergence of literate civilization. In addition to a global coverage of prehistoric life, the book
pays specific attention to the origins and dispersal of anatomically-modern humans, the development
of symbolic expression, the transition from mobile foraging bands to sedentary households, early
agriculture and its consequences, the emergence of social differentiation and hereditary ranking,
and the prehistoric roots of ancient states and empires. The Blackwell History of the World Series
The goal of this ambitious series is to provide an accessible source of knowledge about the entire
human past, for every curious person in every part of the world. It will comprise some two dozen
volumes, of which some provide synoptic views of the history of particular regions while others
consider the world as a whole during a particular period of time. The volumes are narrative in form,
giving balanced attention to social and cultural history (in the broadest sense) as well as to
institutional development and political change. Each provides a systematic account of a very large
subject, but they are also both imaginative and interpretative. The Series is intended to be
accessible to the widest possible readership, and the accessibility of its volumes is matched by the
style of presentation and production.
  origin of humans: Human Origins New Scientist, 2018-05-29 Where did we come from? Where
are we going? Homo sapiens is the most successful, the most widespread and the most influential
species ever to walk the Earth. In the blink of an evolutionary eye we have spread around the globe,
taken control of Earth's biological and mineral resources, transformed the environment, discovered
the secrets of the universe and travelled into space. Yet just 7 million years ago, we were just
another species of great ape making a quiet living in the forests of East Africa. We do not know
exactly what this ancestor was like, but it was no more likely than a chimpanzee or gorilla to sail
across the ocean, write a symphony, invent a steam engine or ponder the meaning of existence. How
did we get from there to here? The Story of Human Origins recounts the most astonishing
evolutionary tale ever told. Discover how our ancestors made the first tentative steps towards
becoming human, how we lost our fur but gained language, fire and tools, how we strode out of
Africa, invented farming and cities and ultimately created modern civilization - perhaps the only one
of its kind in the Universe. Meet your long-lost ancestors, the other humans who once shared the
planet with us, and learn where the story might end.
  origin of humans: Humans and Their Origins Pasquale De Marco, 2025-04-07 Embark on an
enthralling journey through the annals of human history with Humans and Their Origins, a
comprehensive exploration of our origins, evolution, and the remarkable tapestry of human
civilization. Delve into the depths of human evolution, from the earliest hominids to the emergence
of Homo sapiens, our species. Unravel the mysteries of our genetic heritage, decipher the secrets
hidden in fossils, and piece together the puzzle of our ancestry. Discover how climate change,
environmental shifts, and other external factors have shaped our development, highlighting the
intricate relationship between humanity and the natural world. This captivating narrative transports
you across vast epochs, from the hunter-gatherer societies of our ancestors to the rise of empires
and the dawn of modern civilization. Explore the origins of language, art, and technology, tracing
the evolution of human culture and the ways in which it has shaped our societies. Witness the impact
of trade, exploration, and migration on the global landscape, and gain insights into the
interconnectedness of all human civilizations. With Humans and Their Origins, you'll embark on an
intellectual voyage that spans continents and millennia, uncovering the triumphs and tribulations of
our ancestors. Delve into the political, social, and cultural factors that have influenced the course of
human history, and ponder the profound implications of our origins. This book is not merely a
recounting of historical events; it is an invitation to contemplate the essence of human existence. By



understanding where we come from, we can gain a deeper appreciation for the diversity of human
cultures, the interconnectedness of all life, and the responsibility we have to preserve our planet and
ensure a sustainable future for generations to come. Join us on this extraordinary journey through
time, and gain a newfound understanding of our place in the vast tapestry of human history. Humans
and Their Origins is an essential guide for anyone seeking to unravel the mysteries of our origins
and embrace the wonder and complexity of human existence. If you like this book, write a review!
  origin of humans: Origins Rebecca Stefoff, 2010-01-15 Take a step back in time to explore the
origin of humans.
  origin of humans: The Tangled Mind: Unraveling the Origin of Human Nature Nick
Kolenda, 2019-04-30 Humans learn by association. Every concept that you understand is connected
to an earlier concept. So then, what happens if you retrace those connections? Wouldn't you
eventually find a starting point? Indeed, you would. The Tangled Mind argues that a small group of
sensory concepts sculpted your perception of the world. Today, your entire knowledge rests upon a
sensory foundation. In this book, you'll learn how those sensory underpinnings sculpt your
perception and behavior, including deep-rooted beliefs and values (e.g., morality, religion, politics).
  origin of humans: Origin of the Human Species Dennis Bonnette, 2021-11-08 This book
evaluates the claims of scientific creationism versus materialistic evolution, while examining other
scenarios. Consistently philosophical in methodology and perspective, the book is radically
interdisciplinary in content, examining data and arguments drawn from natural science, philosophy,
and theology. This work challenges the limits of human knowledge regarding every major question
touching on human origins.
  origin of humans: The Origins of Modern Humans Fred H. Smith, James C. Ahern, 2013-07-09
This update to the award-winning The Origins of Modern Humans: A World Survey of the Fossil
Evidence covers the most accepted common theories concerning the emergence of modern Homo
sapiens adding fresh insight from top young scholars on the key new discoveries of the past 25
years. The Origins of Modern Humans: Biology Reconsidered allows field leaders to discuss and
assess the assemblage of hominid fossil material in each region of the world during the Pleistocene
epoch. It features new fossil and molecular evidence, such as the evolutionary inferences drawn
from assessments of modern humans and large segments of the Neandertal genome. It also
addresses the impact of digital imagery and the more sophisticated morphometrics that have
entered the analytical fray since 1984. Beginning with a thoughtful introduction by the authors on
modern human origins, the book offers such insightful chapter contributions as: Africa: The Cradle
of Modern People Crossroads of the Old World: Late Hominin Evolution in Western Asia A River
Runs through It: Modern Human Origins in East Asia Perspectives on the Origins of Modern
Australians Modern Human Origins in Central Europe The Makers of the Early Upper Paleolithic in
Western Eurasia Neandertal Craniofacial Growth and Development and Its Relevance for Modern
Human Origins Energetics and the Origin of Modern Humans Understanding Human Cranial
Variation in Light of Modern Human Origins The Relevance of Archaic Genomes to Modern Human
Origins The Process of Modern Human Origins: The Evolutionary and Demographic Changes Giving
Rise to Modern Humans The Paleobiology of Modern Human Emergence Elegant and thought
provoking, The Origins of Modern Humans: Biology Reconsidered is an ideal read for students, grad
students, and professionals in human evolution and paleoanthropology.
  origin of humans: Origins of Anatomically Modern Humans Doris V. Nitecki, Matthew H.
Nitecki, 2013-11-11 This volume is based on the Field Museum of Natural History Spring System
atics Symposium held in Chicago on May 11, 1991. The financial support of Ray and Jean Auel and of
the Field Museum is gratefully acknowledged. When we teach or write, we present only those
elements that support our arguments. We avoid all weak points of our debate and all the uncer
tainties of our models. Thus, we offer hypotheses as facts. Multiauthored books like ours, which
simultaneously advocate and question diverse views, avoid the pitfalls and lessen the impact of
indoctrination. In this volume we analyze the anthropological and biological disagreements and the
positions taken on the origins of modern humans, point out difficultieswith the inter pretations, and



suggest that the concept of the human origin can be explained only when we first attempt to define
Homo sapiens sapiens. One of the major controversies in physical anthropology concerns the
geographic origin of anatomically modern humans. It is undisputed, due to the extensive research of
the Leakeys and their colleagues, that the family Hominidae originated in Africa, but the geographic
origin of Homo sapiens sapiens is less concretely accepted. Two schools of thought existon this
topic.
  origin of humans: The Origins of the World's Mythologies E.J. Michael Witzel, 2012-12-13
This remarkable book is the most ambitious work on mythology since that of the renowned Mircea
Eliade, who all but single-handedly invented the modern study of myth and religion. Focusing on the
oldest available texts, buttressed by data from archeology, comparative linguistics and human
population genetics, Michael Witzel reconstructs a single original African source for our collective
myths, dating back some 100,000 years. Identifying features shared by this Out of Africa mythology
and its northern Eurasian offshoots, Witzel suggests that these common myths--recounted by the
communities of the African Eve--are the earliest evidence of ancient spirituality. Moreover these
common features, Witzel shows, survive today in all major religions. Witzel's book is an intellectual
hand grenade that will doubtless generate considerable excitement--and consternation--in the
scholarly community. Indeed, everyone interested in mythology will want to grapple with Witzel's
extraordinary hypothesis about the spirituality of our common ancestors, and to understand what it
tells us about our modern cultures and the way they are linked at the deepest level.
  origin of humans: Human Origins 101 Holly M. Dunsworth, 2007-08-30 What should the
average person know about science? Because science is so central to life in the 21st century, science
educators and other leaders of the scientific community believe that it is essential that everyone
understand the basic concepts of the most vital and far-reaching disciplines. Human Origins 101
does exactly that. This accessible volume provides readers - whether students new to the field or just
interested members of the lay public - with the essential ideas of the origins of humans using a
minimum of jargon and mathematics. Concepts are introduced in a progressive order so that more
complicated ideas build on simpler ones, and each is discussed in small, bite-sized segments so that
they can be more easily understood. Human Origins 101 enables students and the general public to
understand the basic concepts underlying our knowledge of our evolution as a species. This small
volume covers: ; A brief history of paleoanthropology, and the discovery of human's place in nature ;
Evolution and the Origin of Life ; Clues to human origins from genetics ; The fossil and
archaeological records ; The distinctive traits that makes us human ; The diversity of modern
humans With a bibliography, glossary, and discussion of hoaxes, fringe theories, and hot-button
issues, Human Origins 101 provides the perfect starting point for anyone wishing to understand how
scientists know how humans evolved.
  origin of humans: The Origin and Evolution of the Human Dentition William King Gregory,
1922
  origin of humans: Origin & Evolution of the Human Race Albert Churchward, 1921
  origin of humans: On the Origin of Species , 2018-10-02 Charles Darwin’s groundbreaking
On the Origin of Species is now available in an accessible, illustrated edition for young readers that
includes an introduction, glossary, modern insight and information, and more! Charles Darwin’s
famous theory of natural selection shook the world of science to its core, challenging centuries of
orthodox beliefs about life itself. Darwin’s boundary-shattering treatise was captured in On the
Origin of Species, originally published in 1859, a groundbreaking and detailed study on ecological
interrelatedness, the complexity of animal and plant life, and the realities of evolution. This Young
Reader’s Edition makes Darwin’s cornerstone of modern science accessible to readers of all ages.
Meticulously curated to honor Darwin’s original text, this compelling edition also provides
contemporary insight, photographs, illustrations, and more. This adaptation is a must-have for any
reader with a curious mind and the desire to explore one of the most influential books of our time.
  origin of humans: Modern Humans John F. Hoffecker, 2017-10-31 Modern Humans is a vivid
account of the most recent—and perhaps the most important—phase of human evolution: the



appearance of anatomically modern people (Homo sapiens) in Africa less than half a million years
ago and their later spread throughout the world. Leaving no stone unturned, John F. Hoffecker
demonstrates that Homo sapiens represents a “major transition” in the evolution of living systems in
terms of fundamental changes in the role of non-genetic information. Modern Humans synthesizes
recent findings from genetics (including the rapidly growing body of ancient DNA), the human fossil
record, and archaeology relating to the African origin and global dispersal of anatomically modern
people. Hoffecker places humans in the broad context of the evolution of life, emphasizing the
critical role of genetic and non-genetic forms of information in living systems as well as how changes
in the storage, transmission, and translation of information underlie major transitions in evolution.
He also draws on information and complexity theory to explain the emergence of Homo sapiens in
Africa several hundred thousand years ago and the rapid and unprecedented spread of our species
into a variety of environments in Australia and Eurasia, including the Arctic and Beringia, beginning
between 75,000 and 60,000 years ago. This magisterial work will appeal to all with an interest in the
ever-fascinating field of human evolution.
  origin of humans: The Origin of Our Species Chris Stringer, 2011-06-30 In this
ground-breaking book Chris Stringer sets out to answer all the big questions in the debate about our
origins. How can we define modern humans, and how can we recognise our beginnings in the fossil
and archaeological record? How can we accurately date fossils, including ones beyond the range of
radiocarbon dating? What does the genetic data really tell us? Were our origins solely in Africa? Are
modern humans a distinct species from ancient people such as the Neanderthals? And what contact
did our ancestors have with them? How can we recognise modern humans behaviourally, and were
traits such as complex language and art unique to modern humans? What forces shaped the origins
of modern humans - were they climatic, dietary, social, or even volcanic? What drove the dispersals
of modern humans from Africa, and how did our species spread over the globe? How did regional
features evolve, and how significant are they? What exactly was the 'Hobbit' of the island of Flores,
and how was it related to us? Has human evolution stopped, or are we still evolving? What can we
expect from future research on our origins? This book will make every reader think about what it
means to be human.
  origin of humans: Ecumenical and Confessional Writings Edmund Schlink, 2022-12-12
Although many writings of Edmund Schlink (1903–1984) have been available in English for several
decades, the publication of the new German edition offered a significant impetus for providing a
fresh and more accurate translation of them. Matthew L. Becker and his co-translators have
consistently translated key terms that occur in all five volumes. Also, they corrected infelicitous and
misleading renderings of Schlink's language into English, which more or less happened in all the
earlier editions. In this second volume Becker provides the first-ever English translation of Schlink's
dogmatics. Representing the culmination of five decades of scholarly work by one of the most
important theologians and ecumenists of the twentieth century, Schlink's opus magnum sets forth
the basic features of Christian doctrine that all Christian churches hold in common. Schlink's
Ecumenical Dogmatics thus offers a consistent witness to the living, triune God, who calls sinners to
repentance and faith, who acts mightily to save them, and who sends them back into the world to
share God's gospel and love in word and deed.
  origin of humans: The First Humans Frederick E. Grine, John G Fleagle, Richard E. Leakey,
2011-02-12 There are some issues in human paleontology that seem to be timeless. Most deal with
the origin and early evolution of our own genus – something about which we should care. Some of
these issues pertain to taxonomy and systematics. How many species of Homo were there in the
Pliocene and Pleistocene? How do we identify the earliest members the genus Homo? If there is
more than one Plio-Pleistocene species, how do they relate to one another, and where and when did
they evolve? Other issues relate to questions about body size, proportions and the functional
adaptations of the locomotor skeleton. When did the human postcranial “Bauplan” evolve, and for
what reasons? What behaviors (and what behavioral limitations) can be inferred from the postcranial
bones that have been attributed to Homo habilis and Homo erectus? Still other issues relate to



growth, development and life history strategies, and the biological and archeological evidence for
diet and behavior in early Homo. It is often argued that dietary change played an important role in
the origin and early evolution of our genus, with stone tools opening up scavenging and hunting
opportunities that would have added meat protein to the diet of Homo. Still other issues relate to the
environmental and climatic context in which this genus evolved.
  origin of humans: Human Behavioral Ecology Jeremy Koster, Brooke Scelza, Mary K. Shenk,
2024-03-14 Human behavioral ecology (HBE) applies the principles of evolutionary theory and
optimisation to the study of human behavioural and cultural diversity. Among other things, HBE
attempts to explain variation in behaviour as adaptive solutions to the competing life-history
demands of growth, development, reproduction, parental care, and mate acquisition. This book is a
comprehensive introduction to the theoretical orientation and specific findings of HBE. It
consolidates the insights of evolution and human behaviour into a single volume that reflects the
current state and future of the field. It brings together leading scholars from across the evolutionary
social sciences to provide a comprehensive and thought-provoking review of the state of the topic.
Throughout, the authors explain the latest developments in theory and highlight critical debates in
the literature, while also engaging readers with ethnographic insights and field-based studies that
remain at the core of human behavioral ecology.
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