
n. scott momaday

n. scott momaday is a distinguished figure in American literature, celebrated for his profound
contributions to Native American storytelling and poetry. As a Kiowa novelist, poet, and essayist,
Momaday has played a pivotal role in the Native American Renaissance, a literary movement that
brought Indigenous voices to the forefront of American culture. His works often explore themes of
identity, heritage, and the relationship between people and the natural world, reflecting his deep
connection to his Kiowa roots. This article provides an in-depth look at n. scott momaday’s life,
literary career, major works, awards, and lasting impact on both Native American literature and
American letters as a whole. His stylistic approach and thematic concerns are also examined to offer
a comprehensive understanding of his artistic legacy. The following sections will guide readers
through the essential aspects of n. scott momaday’s contributions and significance.

Early Life and Background

Literary Career and Major Works

Themes and Style in Momaday’s Writing

Awards and Recognition

Legacy and Influence

Early Life and Background

n. scott momaday was born in 1934 in Lawton, Oklahoma, into a family of Kiowa ancestry, which
profoundly influenced his life and creative output. His full name is Navarre Scott Momaday, and he
was raised in the American Southwest, a region rich in Native American culture and history. Growing
up surrounded by the landscapes and traditions of the Kiowa people, Momaday developed a deep
respect for nature and the oral storytelling traditions of his ancestors. His upbringing was marked by a
strong connection to both the land and his cultural heritage, which later became central to his literary
work.

Family and Cultural Heritage

Momaday’s family played a crucial role in preserving Kiowa culture and stories, passing down oral
histories and spiritual beliefs that informed his sense of identity. This cultural foundation is evident
throughout his writing, which often seeks to preserve and celebrate Native American traditions. His
mother, a painter and storyteller, and his father, a Kiowa historian, nurtured his artistic sensibilities
from a young age.



Education and Early Influences

Momaday’s formal education took him beyond Oklahoma to prestigious institutions such as the
University of New Mexico and Stanford University, where he honed his literary skills. His academic
pursuits included anthropology and English literature, areas that complemented his cultural interests
and enriched his narrative style. Early influences included both Native American oral traditions and
classical Western literature, creating a unique blend that characterizes his work.

Literary Career and Major Works

n. scott momaday’s literary career spans poetry, novels, essays, and plays, with a focus on exploring
Native American identity and spirituality. He emerged as a leading voice during the Native American
Renaissance, a period beginning in the late 1960s and 1970s, which sought to reclaim Indigenous
narratives and challenge mainstream perceptions. His writings are celebrated for their lyrical prose
and evocative descriptions of the natural world.

The Way to Rainy Mountain

Published in 1969, The Way to Rainy Mountain is perhaps Momaday’s most famous work. This book
combines Kiowa folklore, history, and personal memoir to create a layered narrative that honors his
heritage. Through a tripartite structure blending myth, historical commentary, and autobiography,
Momaday explores the cultural memory of the Kiowa people and his personal journey to reconnect
with their legacy.

House Made of Dawn

Momaday’s debut novel, House Made of Dawn (1968), won the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction and is credited
with helping to initiate the Native American Renaissance. The novel follows a young Native American
man returning from World War II to his reservation, grappling with alienation and identity. It is
acclaimed for its innovative narrative techniques and deep spiritual insights, portraying the struggles
of cultural survival in a modern world.

Poetry and Essays

In addition to prose, Momaday has published numerous volumes of poetry and essays that delve into
themes of nature, art, and Native American culture. His poetry often reflects a meditative tone,
emphasizing the sacredness of the earth and the power of storytelling. His essays provide thoughtful
reflections on the role of art and tradition in contemporary Indigenous life.



Themes and Style in Momaday’s Writing

n. scott momaday’s writing is distinguished by its rich thematic content and distinctive stylistic
features. His works engage deeply with cultural identity, spirituality, and the natural environment,
often weaving these elements into a cohesive narrative fabric. His style is marked by lyrical language,
vivid imagery, and an integration of oral storytelling techniques.

Connection to Nature

A central theme in Momaday’s work is the intimate relationship between humans and the natural
world. His descriptions of landscapes are not merely scenic but imbued with spiritual significance,
reflecting Indigenous worldviews that see land as a living entity. This connection serves as a
foundation for understanding identity and belonging in his narratives.

Identity and Cultural Heritage

Momaday’s exploration of Native American identity confronts issues of displacement, cultural loss,
and renewal. His characters and poetic voices often navigate the tensions between tradition and
modernity, seeking to reclaim Indigenous history and assert cultural pride. Through this, Momaday
contributes to a broader dialogue on the importance of preserving Indigenous languages, stories, and
customs.

Narrative Techniques and Language

Momaday’s prose is notable for its poetic quality and incorporation of oral storytelling elements such
as repetition, symbolism, and mythic structure. His ability to blend different genres—memoir, folklore,
history—creates a layered reading experience that enriches the thematic depth of his works. The use
of multiple perspectives and nonlinear timelines also characterizes his narrative style.

Awards and Recognition

Throughout his career, n. scott momaday has received numerous accolades that acknowledge his
contributions to literature and Native American cultural preservation. His awards highlight both his
artistic achievements and his role as a cultural ambassador.

Pulitzer Prize for Fiction

In 1969, Momaday won the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction for House Made of Dawn, making him the first



Native American author to receive this prestigious honor. This award marked a significant milestone
in American literature and brought increased visibility to Indigenous narratives.

National Medal of Arts

Momaday was awarded the National Medal of Arts, recognizing his outstanding contributions to the
cultural heritage of the United States. This honor reflects his influence beyond literature,
acknowledging his role in promoting Native American art and traditions.

Other Honors and Fellowships

Guggenheim Fellowship

American Academy of Arts and Letters membership

Multiple honorary doctorates from universities

Lifetime achievement awards from Native American organizations

Legacy and Influence

n. scott momaday’s legacy extends far beyond his published works, shaping the course of Native
American literature and influencing generations of writers and scholars. His dedication to cultural
preservation and literary excellence has established him as a key figure in American letters.

Impact on Native American Literature

Momaday’s success helped open doors for Native American writers by proving that Indigenous stories
could achieve national and international acclaim. His emphasis on cultural authenticity and artistic
innovation set a standard for subsequent authors exploring Indigenous themes.

Educational Contributions

In addition to his writing, Momaday has contributed significantly to education through teaching and
lectures at various institutions. His work in academia has helped promote a greater understanding of
Native American cultures and literatures within broader educational contexts.



Continued Relevance

The themes and insights found in Momaday’s work remain relevant today, as issues of cultural
identity, environmental stewardship, and Indigenous rights continue to resonate. His literary
achievements continue to inspire new generations to explore and celebrate Native American heritage
through art and storytelling.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is N. Scott Momaday?
N. Scott Momaday is a Native American author, poet, and academic known for his contributions to
Native American literature. He is a member of the Kiowa tribe and won the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction in
1969 for his novel 'House Made of Dawn.'

What is N. Scott Momaday's most famous work?
N. Scott Momaday's most famous work is 'House Made of Dawn,' which won the Pulitzer Prize for
Fiction in 1969 and is considered a cornerstone of Native American literature.

How has N. Scott Momaday influenced Native American
literature?
N. Scott Momaday helped bring Native American stories and perspectives into mainstream literature,
blending traditional storytelling with contemporary themes and inspiring a generation of Native
American writers.

What are common themes in N. Scott Momaday's writing?
Common themes in N. Scott Momaday's writing include Native American identity, connection to the
land, spirituality, cultural heritage, and the struggles of Indigenous peoples.

Has N. Scott Momaday received any major awards?
Yes, N. Scott Momaday received the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction in 1969 for his novel 'House Made of
Dawn.' He has also received other honors such as the National Medal of Arts.

What is the significance of 'House Made of Dawn' in
literature?
'House Made of Dawn' is significant because it was one of the first novels by a Native American author
to receive widespread critical acclaim, helping to establish Native American literature as a vital part of
American literary culture.



Where has N. Scott Momaday taught or worked academically?
N. Scott Momaday has taught at several institutions, including the University of Arizona and Stanford
University, where he has contributed to Native American Studies and creative writing programs.

Additional Resources
1. The Way to Rainy Mountain
This book by N. Scott Momaday is a unique blend of Kiowa folklore, history, and personal memoir. It
traces the journey of the Kiowa people from their origins to the present day, interweaving myth and
memory. Momaday’s poetic prose and vivid imagery bring to life the cultural heritage and spiritual
traditions of his ancestors.

2. House Made of Dawn
N. Scott Momaday’s Pulitzer Prize-winning novel tells the story of Abel, a young Native American man
struggling to reconcile his heritage with modern life. The narrative explores themes of identity,
displacement, and cultural survival. Through lyrical language and rich symbolism, Momaday offers a
profound meditation on the connection between people and their land.

3. In the Presence of the Sun: Stories and Poems, 1961-1991
This collection showcases Momaday’s work over three decades, including short stories and poems
that reflect Native American experiences. The pieces explore themes of nature, spirituality, and
cultural memory. The book highlights Momaday’s skill in portraying indigenous identity with
sensitivity and depth.

4. The Man Made of Words: Essays, Stories, Passages
In this compilation, Momaday presents a series of essays and stories that delve into Native American
culture, art, and literature. He reflects on the power of storytelling and language as tools for
preserving heritage. The work is both a celebration of indigenous creativity and a meditation on the
role of the artist.

5. Circle of Wonder: A Native American Christmas Story
This beautifully illustrated children’s book retells the Nativity story through Native American imagery
and perspective. Momaday’s narrative connects Christian themes with indigenous spirituality and
respect for nature. It serves as a culturally rich alternative for holiday storytelling.

6. Angle of Geese and Other Poems
This poetry collection features Momaday’s reflections on nature, history, and the sacredness of the
world. His poems often draw from Kiowa traditions and the landscapes of the American Southwest.
The work is noted for its lyrical style and profound spiritual insight.

7. In the Bear’s House
A novel that explores the complexities of Native American identity through the life of a young
protagonist. Momaday examines themes of family, tradition, and the challenges of cultural
assimilation. The story is marked by vivid descriptions and a deep sense of place.

8. Three Plays: The Indolent Boys, The Moon in Two Windows, and The Moon in Two Windows
This collection includes plays written by Momaday that explore Native American themes and
storytelling traditions. The works combine myth, history, and contemporary issues to engage
audiences with indigenous perspectives. The plays highlight Momaday’s versatility as a writer beyond



prose and poetry.

9. The Names: A Memoir
In this memoir, Momaday reflects on his personal history, cultural identity, and the significance of
names in shaping one’s sense of self. The book offers insight into his upbringing and the influences
that shaped his literary voice. It is a contemplative work that deepens understanding of his broader
oeuvre.
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  n scott momaday: Conversations with N. Scott Momaday N. Scott Momaday, 1997 Interviews
with the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of House Made of Dawn.
  n scott momaday: The Man Made of Words N. Scott Momaday, 1998-07-15 Collects the
author's writings on sacred geography, Billy the Kid, actor Jay Silverheels, ecological ethics, Navajo
place names, and old ways of knowing.
  n scott momaday: N. Scott Momaday N. Scott Momaday, The Philbrook Museum of Art,
  n scott momaday: House Made of Dawn N. Scott Momaday, 1968 A young American Indian
returning from World War II searches for his place on his old reservation and in urban society.
  n scott momaday: The Names N. Scott Momaday, 1987-11 The Pulitzer Prize-winning novelist
recalls the significant events and ventures of his own life, his own land, and his own people,
recreating his experiences as an American Indian and those of his relatives
  n scott momaday: The Collected Poems of N. Scott Momaday N. Scott Momaday, 1960
  n scott momaday: Earth Keeper N. Scott Momaday, 2020-11-03 Dazzling. . . . In glittering
prose, Momaday recalls stories passed down through generations, illuminating the earth as a
sacrosanct place of wonder and abundance. At once a celebration and a warning, Earth Keeper is an
impassioned defense of all that our endangered planet stands to lose. — Esquire A magnificent
testament to the earth, from Pulitzer Prize-winning novelist and poet N. Scott Momaday. One of the
most distinguished voices in American letters, N. Scott Momaday has devoted much of his life to
celebrating and preserving Native American culture, especially its oral tradition. A member of the
Kiowa tribe, Momaday was born in Lawton, Oklahoma and grew up on Navajo, Apache, and Peublo
reservations throughout the Southwest. It is a part of the earth he knows well and loves deeply. In
Earth Keeper, he reflects on his native ground and its influence on his people. “When I think about
my life and the lives of my ancestors, he writes, I am inevitably led to the conviction that I, and they,
belong to the American land. This is a declaration of belonging. And it is an offering to the earth.” In
this wise and wonderous work, Momaday shares stories and memories throughout his life, stories
that have been passed down through generations, stories that reveal a profound spiritual connection
to the American landscape and reverence for the natural world. He offers an homage and a warning.
He shows us that the earth is a sacred place of wonder and beauty, a source of strength and healing
that must be honored and protected before it’s too late. As he so eloquently and simply reminds us,
we must all be keepers of the earth.
  n scott momaday: The Journey of Tai-me N. Scott Momaday, 2011-10-16 Tai-me is a traditional
medicine bundle used by the Kiowa in their Sun Dance. The bundle has been handed down from
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generation to generation, through the nineteenth century and into the twentieth. N. Scott Momaday
made this discovery when he began his journey to learn about the Kiowa and his paternal lineage.
Following the death of his beloved Kiowa grandmother, Aho, in 1963 Momaday set out on his quest
to learn and document the Kiowa heritage, stories, and folklore. His Kiowa-speaking father, artist Al
Momaday, served as translator when Scott visited tribal elders to ask about their memories and
stories. Scott gathered these stories into The Journey of Tai-me. Originally published only in a
limited edition in 1967, The Journey of Tai-me is recognized as the basis from which Momaday's
more popular The Way to Rainy Mountain grew. When compiling The Way to Rainy Mountain,
published by the University of New Mexico Press, Momaday added his own memories and some
poems.
  n scott momaday: Ancient Child N. Scott Momaday, 1990-09-12 In his first novel since the
Pulitzer Prize-winning House Made of Dawn, N. Scott Momaday shapes the ancient Kiowa myth of a
boy who turned into a bear into a timeless American classic. The Ancient Child juxtaposes Indian
lore and Wild West legend into a hypnotic, often lyrical contemporary novel--the story of Locke
Setman, known as Set, a Native American raised far from the reservation by his adoptive father. Set
feels a strange aching in his soul and, returning to tribal lands for the funeral of his grandmother, is
drawn irresistibly to the fabled bear-boy. When he meets Grey, a beautiful young medicine woman
with a visionary gift, his world is turned upside down. Here is a magical saga of one man's
tormented search for his identity--a quintessential American novel, and a great one.
  n scott momaday: Circle of Wonder N. Scott Momaday, 1999 A touching Christmas tale from
Jemez Pueblo, illustrated in color by the author.
  n scott momaday: N. Scott Momaday Adkins, 1998-12
  n scott momaday: Ancestral Voice N. Scott Momaday, Charles Woodard, 1989 Six
conversations between Woodard and author/artist N. Scott Momaday paralleling the progression of
the artist's life.
  n scott momaday: In the Bear's House N. Scott Momaday, 2010-11-15 Originally published:
New York: St. Martin's Press, 1999.
  n scott momaday: The Names N. Scott Momaday, 1976
  n scott momaday: The Way to Rainy Mountain N. Scott Momaday, 1969 Kiowa Indian myth,
history, and personal reminiscences.
  n scott momaday: The Death of Sitting Bear N. Scott Momaday, 2020-03-10 “These are the
poems of a master poet. . . . When you read these poems, you will learn to hear deeply the sound a
soul makes as it sings about the mystery of dreaming and becoming.” — Joy Harjo, Mvskoke Nation,
U.S. Poet Laureate Pulitzer Prize winner and celebrated American master N. Scott Momaday returns
with a radiant collection of more than 200 new and selected poems rooted in Native American oral
tradition. One of the most important and unique voices in American letters, distinguished poet,
novelist, artist, teacher, and storyteller N. Scott Momaday was born into the Kiowa tribe and grew
up on Indian reservations in the Southwest. The customs and traditions that influenced his
upbringing—most notably the Native American oral tradition—are the centerpiece of his work. This
luminous collection demonstrates Momaday’s mastery and love of language and the matters closest
to his heart. To Momaday, words are sacred; language is power. Spanning nearly fifty years, the
poems gathered here illuminate the human condition, Momaday’s connection to his Kiowa roots, and
his spiritual relationship to the American landscape. The title poem, “The Death of Sitting Bear” is a
celebration of heritage and a memorial to the great Kiowa warrior and chief. “I feel his presence
close by in my blood and imagination,” Momaday writes, “and I sing him an honor song.” Here, too,
are meditations on mortality, love, and loss, as well as reflections on the incomparable and holy
landscape of the Southwest. The Death of Sitting Bear evokes the essence of human experience and
speaks to us all.
  n scott momaday: Again the Far Morning N. Scott Momaday, 2011-04-16 Although highly
regarded as a writer of fiction, nonfiction, and drama, N. Scott Momaday considers himself primarily
a poet. This first book of his poems to be published in over a decade, Again the Far Morning



comprises a varied selection of new work along with the best from his four earlier books of poems:
Angle of Geese (1974), The Gourd Dancer (1976), In the Presence of the Sun (1992), and In the
Bear’s House (1999). To read Momaday’s poems from the last forty years is to understand that his
focus on Kiowa traditions and other American Indian myths is further evidence of his spectacular
formal accomplishments. His early syllabic verse, his sonnets, and his mastery of iambic pentameter
are echoed in more recent work, and prose poetry has been part of his oeuvre from the beginning.
The new work includes the elegies and meditations on mortality that we expect from a writer whose
career has been as long as Momaday’s, but it also includes light verse and sprightly translations of
Kiowa songs.
  n scott momaday: The Names N. Scott Momaday, 1977 Of all of the works of N. Scott
Momaday, The Names may be the most personal. A memoir of his boyhood in Oklahoma and the
Southwest, it is also described by Momaday as an act of the imagination. When I turn my mind to my
early life, it is the imaginative part of it that comes first and irresistibly into reach, and of that part I
take hold. Complete with family photos, The Names is a book that will captivate readers who wish to
experience the Native American way of life.
  n scott momaday: A Study Guide for N. Scott Momaday's "House Made of Dawn" Gale,
Cengage Learning, 2016-06-29 A Study Guide for N. Scott Momaday's House Made of Dawn,
excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Novels for Students. This concise study guide includes plot
summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for
further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Novels for Students for all of your
research needs.
  n scott momaday: Guns Gerald Hausman, N. Scott Momaday, Jane Lindskold, GUNS Edited by
Gerald Hausman This anthology with more than 20 contributors from a variety of authors has
something to please for every fan. Editor and contributor Gerald Hausman introduces the anthology
with a brief history of GUNS. Stories range in tone from The Momaday Gun by Pulitzer
Prize-winning author N. Scott Momaday, to Choice of Weapons by New York Times bestselling
author Jane Lindskold. There is a spiritual history of firearms as well as a historical one. The truth is,
they have been with us for a very long time. Every family has a gun story, a firearm anecdote that
bares the bones of the oldest argument there is—the one about the plain old cussedness of the
human race. In this unusual and varied collection of tales written by masters of the word, we begin
with America's legendary past—with the pirate Blackbeard and the gunslinger Billy the Kid, followed
by Teddy Roosevelt and moving forward in time to Andy Warhol. Here are stories that will shock and
bewilder. N. Scott Momaday Hilary Hemingway Jeff Lindsay Trent Zelazny Jane Lindskold Aram
Saroyan Jan Wiener AND MORE Stories of bravery and murder, stories of love, betrayal and suicide.
Sometimes it seems that the gun is doing the talking—not for itself—but for all of us.
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