
murder in the cathedral meaning

murder in the cathedral meaning refers to the thematic and symbolic significance of T.
S. Eliot’s 1935 play, which dramatizes the assassination of Archbishop Thomas Becket in
Canterbury Cathedral in 1170. This phrase encapsulates not only the literal event depicted
in the play but also explores deeper concepts such as martyrdom, spiritual conflict, and the
struggle between church and state. Understanding the murder in the cathedral meaning
involves analyzing Eliot’s use of poetic drama, historical context, and religious symbolism.
The play’s blend of verse, ritualistic elements, and philosophical dialogue invites readers
and audiences to reflect on the nature of sacrifice and the consequences of moral
conviction. This article will provide a comprehensive examination of the murder in the
cathedral meaning by exploring the historical background, literary analysis, thematic
elements, and its enduring impact on literature and culture.
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Thematic Exploration of Murder in the Cathedral Meaning

Symbolism and Religious Significance

Impact and Legacy of Murder in the Cathedral

Historical Context of Murder in the Cathedral
To fully grasp the murder in the cathedral meaning, it is essential to understand the
historical event at the play’s core—the assassination of Thomas Becket, Archbishop of
Canterbury. Becket’s conflict with King Henry II of England over the rights and privileges of
the Church culminated in his murder inside Canterbury Cathedral in 1170. This historical
context shapes the play’s narrative and its exploration of power, loyalty, and faith. Becket’s
death was not merely a political assassination but a significant moment in medieval history
that underscored the tension between secular authority and ecclesiastical independence.
The play reflects this tension through its depiction of Becket's internal struggles and
external pressures leading up to his martyrdom.

Background of Thomas Becket
Thomas Becket was originally a close friend and chancellor to King Henry II before being
appointed Archbishop of Canterbury. His transformation from a royal servant to a staunch
defender of church rights created a dramatic conflict that ultimately led to his death.
Understanding Becket's background is crucial to interpreting the murder in the cathedral
meaning, as it highlights the themes of loyalty, betrayal, and spiritual awakening.



Political and Religious Climate
The 12th-century political landscape was marked by frequent clashes between the
monarchy and the Church. The murder in the cathedral meaning is deeply intertwined with
these struggles, illustrating how Becket’s assassination symbolized the broader conflict
between temporal power and spiritual authority. This historical tension informs the play’s
dramatic intensity and moral questions.

Literary Analysis and Structure
The murder in the cathedral meaning is also conveyed through T. S. Eliot’s innovative use
of poetic drama and dramatic structure. The play combines verse, liturgical elements, and
classical tragedy conventions to create a unique theatrical experience. Eliot’s stylistic
choices enhance the thematic depth and underscore the spiritual and existential
dimensions of Becket’s murder.

Verse and Language
Eliot employs a highly stylized poetic form throughout the play, using rhythmic and
symbolic language to convey the gravity of the events. The elevated diction and use of
religious imagery emphasize the solemnity of the murder and its significance beyond mere
political assassination. This poetic approach serves to deepen the murder in the cathedral
meaning by evoking a sense of ritual and transcendence.

Chorus and Dramatic Elements
Drawing inspiration from ancient Greek drama, Eliot incorporates a chorus that comments
on the action and reflects public opinion. The chorus’s role helps to frame the murder in the
cathedral meaning as a communal and moral event, where the audience is invited to
contemplate the implications of Becket’s death. The structure also includes internal
monologues and interactions that reveal Becket’s inner conflict and resolve.

Thematic Exploration of Murder in the Cathedral
Meaning
The core themes of the play reveal the complex layers behind the murder in the cathedral
meaning. These themes include martyrdom, the conflict between personal faith and public
duty, the nature of sacrifice, and the struggle between spiritual and temporal power. Each
theme contributes to a multifaceted understanding of the play’s message and its enduring
relevance.



Martyrdom and Sacrifice
Central to the murder in the cathedral meaning is the concept of martyrdom. Becket’s
death is portrayed as a conscious sacrifice for his faith and principles. The play explores
how martyrdom serves as a form of spiritual victory, transcending physical death and
inspiring moral courage. This theme resonates throughout the text, emphasizing the
transformative power of sacrifice.

Church versus State
The tension between ecclesiastical authority and royal power is a major thematic focus. The
murder in the cathedral meaning highlights this conflict, portraying it as a timeless struggle
that questions the limits of political control over spiritual matters. Becket’s resistance to the
king symbolizes the defense of religious autonomy and the moral law above secular
governance.

Inner Conflict and Redemption
Becket’s internal journey reflects a profound spiritual and psychological struggle. The play
delves into his doubts, fears, and ultimate acceptance of martyrdom. This inner conflict
enriches the murder in the cathedral meaning by illustrating the human dimension of faith
and the cost of moral integrity.

Symbolism and Religious Significance
Symbolism plays a pivotal role in conveying the murder in the cathedral meaning. Eliot
weaves religious motifs and symbols throughout the play to deepen its spiritual resonance
and to align the historical event with broader theological concepts. The cathedral itself, the
use of light and darkness, and the portrayal of the knights all carry symbolic weight.

The Cathedral as a Symbol
The setting of Canterbury Cathedral is not merely a backdrop but a potent symbol of sacred
space and divine justice. The murder occurring within its walls signifies the invasion of
violence into a holy sanctuary, emphasizing the sacrilegious nature of the act. This
symbolism reinforces the murder in the cathedral meaning as a profound violation of
spiritual order.

Knights and Agents of Fate
The knights who assassinate Becket are portrayed as both political agents and instruments
of a larger, almost cosmic, destiny. Their role symbolizes the forces of worldly power and
human sin. This duality adds complexity to the murder in the cathedral meaning,
suggesting that the event is part of a divine plan beyond human understanding.



Use of Light and Darkness
Light and darkness imagery symbolizes knowledge, purity, and spiritual enlightenment
versus ignorance and evil. The interplay of these elements throughout the play accentuates
the moral and theological dimensions of Becket’s murder, underlining the theme of spiritual
illumination through suffering.

Impact and Legacy of Murder in the Cathedral
The murder in the cathedral meaning extends beyond the play itself, influencing literature,
theater, and discussions on morality and religion. Eliot’s work has been praised for its
innovative fusion of poetry, drama, and spirituality, securing its place as a landmark in
20th-century literature. The play’s exploration of martyrdom and ethical conflict continues
to resonate with contemporary audiences and scholars.

Influence on Modern Drama
The play’s structure and use of poetic language have inspired numerous playwrights and
dramatists. Its blending of classical and modern elements paved the way for new forms of
theatrical expression. The murder in the cathedral meaning is thus reflected in the
evolution of drama as a medium for exploring complex moral and spiritual issues.

Cultural and Religious Relevance
The themes of the play remain relevant in discussions about the relationship between
religion and politics, the nature of sacrifice, and the role of conscience in public life. The
murder in the cathedral meaning continues to provoke reflection on the costs of standing
up for one's beliefs in the face of opposition.

Key Takeaways from the Play

The profound conflict between spiritual integrity and political power

The portrayal of martyrdom as a transformative and redemptive act

The use of symbolic and ritualistic elements to deepen thematic impact

The lasting influence of Eliot’s poetic drama on literature and theater

The enduring relevance of the play’s moral and religious questions



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the meaning of 'Murder in the Cathedral' by
T.S. Eliot?
The meaning of 'Murder in the Cathedral' revolves around the conflict between church and
state, martyrdom, and the spiritual struggle of Thomas Becket before his assassination. It
explores themes of sacrifice, faith, and the moral implications of power.

Why is 'Murder in the Cathedral' considered a
significant play?
It is significant because it combines poetic drama with historical events, highlighting the
tension between religious authority and political power. Eliot's exploration of martyrdom
and temptation adds deep philosophical and spiritual dimensions.

What does the 'murder' symbolize in 'Murder in the
Cathedral'?
The murder symbolizes the clash between secular and spiritual authority and the ultimate
sacrifice made by Thomas Becket for his faith and principles. It also represents the cost of
integrity and resistance to corruption.

How does 'Murder in the Cathedral' explore the theme
of martyrdom?
'Murder in the Cathedral' portrays martyrdom as a redemptive and transformative act.
Thomas Becket’s acceptance of death is shown as a spiritual victory and a way to inspire
others to uphold moral and religious values.

What role does the cathedral setting play in the
meaning of the play?
The cathedral setting emphasizes the sacredness of the events and the gravity of Becket’s
murder. It symbolizes the church as a place of sanctuary and spiritual authority, contrasting
with the violence of the assassination.

How are the temptations faced by Thomas Becket
important to the play’s meaning?
The temptations represent internal struggles with pride, fear, and doubt. Overcoming them
signifies Becket’s spiritual growth and readiness to accept martyrdom, reinforcing the
play’s themes of faith and sacrifice.



In what way does 'Murder in the Cathedral' reflect
historical and political meanings?
The play reflects the historical conflict between King Henry II and Thomas Becket over
church autonomy. Politically, it comments on the dangers of absolute power and the
importance of standing up for justice and conscience.

What is the significance of the chorus in 'Murder in the
Cathedral'?
The chorus represents the common people of Canterbury and provides commentary on the
events. They express public sentiment, moral reflections, and help the audience understand
the social and spiritual impact of Becket’s murder.

How does T.S. Eliot’s poetic style influence the meaning
of 'Murder in the Cathedral'?
Eliot’s poetic style adds a lyrical and symbolic depth to the play, enhancing its spiritual and
philosophical themes. The elevated language and rhythmic structure create a solemn and
contemplative atmosphere fitting the serious subject matter.

Additional Resources
1. Murder in the Cathedral: T.S. Eliot and the Politics of Martyrdom
This book explores T.S. Eliot's famous play "Murder in the Cathedral," examining the
historical and political context of Thomas Becket's assassination. It delves into the themes
of martyrdom, power, and the church-state conflict, highlighting Eliot's poetic technique
and philosophical insights. The analysis provides a comprehensive understanding of how
the play reflects broader questions about authority and faith.

2. The Assassination of Thomas Becket: Power, Politics, and Religion in Medieval England
Focusing on the real-life events behind "Murder in the Cathedral," this book offers a
detailed historical account of Thomas Becket's murder. It discusses the complex
relationship between King Henry II and Becket, exploring the tensions between secular and
ecclesiastical powers. The narrative sheds light on the political intrigue and religious fervor
that shaped this pivotal moment in English history.

3. Martyrdom and Meaning: Religious Conflict in Medieval Drama
This scholarly work examines the representation of martyrdom in medieval plays, including
"Murder in the Cathedral." It analyzes how dramatists used the theme of sacrifice to
comment on contemporary religious and social issues. The book offers insights into the
symbolic and theological dimensions of martyrdom on stage and its enduring cultural
significance.

4. The Cathedral and the Crown: Church-State Relations in English History
Exploring the broader theme of church and state conflicts, this book contextualizes the
events depicted in "Murder in the Cathedral" within English history. It traces the evolution
of power struggles between religious authorities and monarchs, with a focus on key figures



like Thomas Becket. Readers gain a deeper understanding of how these tensions influenced
literature and politics.

5. Faith Under Fire: The Role of Religion in Political Assassinations
This title investigates the intersection of religion and political violence, using Thomas
Becket's murder as a central case study. It discusses how religious beliefs have both
motivated and justified acts of political assassination throughout history. The book provides
a nuanced perspective on the moral and ethical dilemmas faced by those involved in such
conflicts.

6. The Drama of Sacrifice: Exploring Themes in "Murder in the Cathedral"
A focused literary analysis of Eliot's play, this book delves into the dramatic structure and
symbolism of "Murder in the Cathedral." It highlights the ways in which sacrifice and
redemption are portrayed, emphasizing the play's spiritual and existential questions. The
study also considers the impact of the play on modern theatrical traditions.

7. Saints and Sinners: The Cultural Legacy of Thomas Becket
This book traces the enduring legacy of Thomas Becket in literature, art, and popular
culture following his murder. It examines how Becket's story has been interpreted and
reinterpreted over centuries, including its representation in "Murder in the Cathedral." The
work highlights the complex interplay between historical fact and myth-making.

8. Medieval Martyrs: History, Myth, and Drama
Offering a broader look at medieval martyrdom, this book situates Thomas Becket among
other famous saints and martyrs. It explores how their lives and deaths were dramatized
and mythologized in medieval culture. The book provides context for understanding the
thematic depth of plays like "Murder in the Cathedral."

9. Power and Piety: The Politics of Religious Authority
This book investigates the dynamics of religious authority and political power, with a special
focus on conflicts such as that between Becket and Henry II. It discusses how religious
figures navigated their roles within political frameworks, often facing deadly consequences.
The analysis sheds light on the enduring relevance of these themes in literature and
history.
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  murder in the cathedral meaning: T.S. Eliot's Dramatic Theory and Practice Carol H.
Smith, 2015-12-08 Although there have been innumerable studies of T. S. Eliot, this is the first to
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The Rock and Murder in the Cathedral through such symbolic drawing-room plays as The Family
Reunion, The Cocktail Party, and The Confidential Clerk, to Eliot’s latest study of human and divine
love in The Elder Statesman. Carol H. Smith explores Eliot’s interest in the jazz rhythms of the
English music hall, in the mythical method of Yeats and Joyce, and in the work of the Cambridge
School of Classical Anthropology. Originally published in 1963. The Princeton Legacy Library uses
the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available previously out-of-print books from the
distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of
these important books while presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal
of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in
the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
  murder in the cathedral meaning: The Modern Monologue Michael Earley, Philippa Keil,
2013-09-27 The Modern Monologue in two volumes, one for men and one for women, is an exciting
selection of speeches drawn from the landmark plays of the 20th century. The great playwrights of
the British, American and European theatre-- and the plays most constantly performed on stage
throughout the world--are represented in this unique collection. Monologues of all types--both
serious and comic, realistic and absurdist--provide a dynamic challenge for all actors: the student,
the amateur and the professional. A fuller appreciation of each speech is enhanced by the editors'
introduction and commentaries that set the plays and individual speeches in their dramatic and
performance contexts.
  murder in the cathedral meaning: Murder In The Cathedral Eliot, 2008-02 T.S. Eliot's
'Murder in the Cathedral' is both a fascinating retelling of the 12th-century assassination of
Archbishop Thomas Becket and a compelling call for resistance in the face of intimidation. Written
against the backdrop of rising Fascism in 20th-century Europe, the classic verse play is as relevant
now as it ever was.
  murder in the cathedral meaning: A Half-century of Eliot Criticism Mildred Martin, 1972
Listing and commenting on almost 2700 items, the work provides the only annotated bibliography of
a major contemporary author that is virtually complete. Includes three indexes.
  murder in the cathedral meaning: Some Aspects of T. S. Eliot's Murder in the Cathedral
Marianne DeKoven, 1969
  murder in the cathedral meaning: Ritual and the Idea of Europe in Interwar Writing Patrick
R. Query, 2016-04-08 While most critical studies of interwar literary politics have focused on
nationalism, Patrick Query makes a case that the idea of Europe intervenes in instances when the
individual and the nation negotiate identity. He examines the ways interwar writers use three
European ritual forms-verse drama, bullfighting, and Roman Catholic rite-to articulate ideas of
European cultural identity. Within the growing discourse of globalization, Query argues, Europe
presents a special, though often overlooked, case because it adds a mediating term between local
and global. His book is divided into three sections: the first treats the verse dramas of T.S. Eliot,
W.B. Yeats, and W.H. Auden; the second discusses the uses of the Spanish bullfight in works by D.H.
Lawrence, Stephen Spender, Jack Lindsay, George Barker, Cecil Day Lewis, and others; and the
third explores the cross-cultural impact of Catholic ritual in Graham Greene, Evelyn Waugh, and
David Jones. While all three ritual forms were frequently associated with the most conservative
tendencies of the age, Query shows that each had a remarkable political flexibility in the hands of
interwar writers concerned with the idea of Europe.
  murder in the cathedral meaning: ब्रिटिश एण्ड अमेरिकन ड्रामा British and American
Drama बी बी पाण्डेय B B Pandey, 2023-12-30 A Comprehensive Guide to British and American
Theatrical Masterpieces Master the art of dramatic analysis with this essential textbook, designed
for B.A. English students. British and American Drama offers a perfect blend of literary theory and
textual analysis, providing the tools and context needed to understand the most influential plays of
the English-speaking world. The book begins by equipping you with a complete toolkit for dramatic
criticism. Explore a wide range of Drama Types, from classic Tragedy and Comedy to the Theatre of
the Absurd and the Drama of Ideas. A detailed glossary of Elements and Literary Terms provides the



critical vocabulary needed to analyze any play with confidence. Apply these critical tools to a curated
selection of masterpieces from the British and American traditions: British Drama: Delve into
seminal works from different eras, including William Shakespeare's tragic masterpiece Othello, G.B.
Shaw's witty social commentary Arms and the Man, and Oliver Goldsmith's classic comedy She
Stoops to Conquer. American Drama: Explore the powerful psychological and social landscapes of
the 20th century through T.S. Eliot's poetic drama Murder in the Cathedral, Tennessee Williams'
iconic A Streetcar Named Desire, and Arthur Miller's profound family drama The Price. An
indispensable resource for any course on drama, this text provides a structured and insightful
journey through the foundations of British and American theatre.
  murder in the cathedral meaning: Marianne Moore and the Archives Jeff Westover,
2024-05-09 Marianne Moore and the Archives features new archival research to explore the work of
a major American modernist poet, providing innovative approaches to Moore’s career as it is
documented in her archives in Philadelphia. This volume is also the first that draws upon the
Marianne Moore Digital Archive (MMDA).
  murder in the cathedral meaning: Yeats Eliot Review , 2002
  murder in the cathedral meaning: The Plays of T.S. Eliot Shubha Tiwari, Maneesha Tiwari,
2007 An Established Literary Giant Of All Times, T.S. Eliot Has Attracted Immense Amount Of
Critical Attention. This Book Discusses The Plays Of T.S. Eliot In General And The Role Of Chorus In
Them In Particular. The Plays Discussed Herein Include Sweeney Agonistes, The Rock, Murder In
The Cathedral, The Family Reunion, The Cocktail Party, The Confidential Clerk And The Elder
Statesman. Each Play Has Been Taken Separately And Its Salient Features And The Role Of Chorus
In It Have Been Methodically Studied. Written In Lucid Language And With A Straightforward
Approach, The Book Is Expected To Be Of Special Value To Students And Researchers Of English
Literature And To Particularly Those Interested In T.S. Eliot.
  murder in the cathedral meaning: Modern Drama in Theory and Practice: Volume 2,
Symbolism, Surrealism and the Absurd J. L. Styan, John L. Styan, 1983-06-09 Jarry - Garcia Lorca -
Satre - Camus - Beckett - Ritual theatre and Jean Genet - Fringe theatre in Britain__
  murder in the cathedral meaning: Catalogue of Title-entries of Books and Other Articles
Entered in the Office of the Librarian of Congress, at Washington, Under the Copyright Law ...
Wherein the Copyright Has Been Completed by the Deposit of Two Copies in the Office Library of
Congress. Copyright Office, 1950
  murder in the cathedral meaning: Eliot's Prismatic Plays Jolly Das, 2007 The Book Studies
The Theme Of Quest In T.S. Eliot S Drama, Showing How Religious And Symbolic Implications, Both
Oriental And Occidental, Have A Direct Bearing On His Personal Life.Eliot Used Various Symbols In
His Quest Because He Believed In The Idea Of The Objective Correlative, About Which He Speaks In
His Essay Hamlet And His Problems. In Order To Express His Theme, Eliot Used Christian Symbols
Like The Quest Of The Holy Grail And The Idea Of The Incarnation On The One Hand, And
Non-Christian Elements Like The Teachings And Life Of The Buddha, Along With References To The
Gita And The Upanishad On The Other. In His Quest For Form And Articulation Eliot Was Influenced
By French Symbolist Poetry, The Metaphysical Poets, The Plays Of Shakespeare And His
Contemporaries, The Poems Of John Davidson, Conrad S Fiction, Music-Hall Performances And Jazz
Music To Name Only A Few.Eliot Wanted To Project Dramatization As The Ideal Form Of Poetic
Articulation On Various Levels Of Significance Drama As A Diversified Multifarious Intensified
Medium Of Audio-Visual-Intellectual Expression. His Search Seems To Have Led Him To A Kind Of
Consummation As An Experimenter, In His Plays, In Communication Through Diverse Verse Forms,
Themes, Characters And Situations, Exposing A Multiplicity Of Experiences Both Physical And
Spiritual. In All His Plays There Is A Distinct Development Towards More Precise Articulation Of The
Innermost Feelings And Emotions Of Modern Urban Man. But, More Important, The Book Traces
Eliot S Personal Quest For Understanding The Meaning Of Existence His Own Life And Its Meaning
Of Which His Poetry And Plays Are A Sort Of Autobiography.
  murder in the cathedral meaning: Theatre Is My Life! Barbara J Sloan, 2024-09-04



Meditation day books are popular spiritual or inspirational guides, but none have been written quite
like this one. Drawing from over 50 years of working and creating, teaching and nurturing students
in theatre, the author uses quotes from plays as a basis for rumination and the exploration of life,
making this particular volume part memoir, part life philosophy, and part mini theatre history
vignettes. This volume is written to be read each day, with one writing for each of 366 days of a
year. With a spiritual message at the heart of the work, the book will also appeal to theatre and arts
lovers. The author has many years experience in teaching the Enneagram, the Arts as a
transcendent adventure, and other wisdom subjects. This meditation collection is good for any
spiritual seeker who brings a clear heart and an open mind to spiritual exploration. As the author
says, “One of the extraordinary things about working in the theatre day in and day out is that the
words of the script of the play I am creating soak through my clothing, permeate my skin, penetrate
my brain, and saturate my life.” From these quotes, Sloan has created short reflections on life,
arranged thematically for every day of the year. Plays, written by real people over the centuries,
brim with the same sort of emotions and challenges, joys and fears that impact us today. The
characters warn, rejoice, fuss, complain, doubt, advise, and cheer their fellows just as we do today.
In this work, Sloan suggests that reading and watching plays can assist us as we review the physical,
emotional, mental, and spiritual natures of our own lives. From new beginnings in January to tying
up loose ends in December, these meditations become a daily traveling partner for those who want
to reflect on how art and literature influence and become a part of our lives.
  murder in the cathedral meaning: J. Henry Shorthouse, the Author of John Inglesant Charles
W. Spurgeon, 2003 When J. Henry Shorthouse (1834-1903) published John Inglesant in 1881, he
contributed a unique synthesis of Anglo-Catholic sensibilities to the enduring legacy of the Oxford
Movement. Although his philosophical romance has been acclaimed the greatest Anglo-Catholic
novel in English literature and the one English novel that speaks immediately to human intuition
without regard to the reader's own faith or philosophy, his most enduring contributions are the
religion of John Inglesant, an Anglo-Catholic synthesis of obedience and freedom, faith and reason,
and the sacramental vision of the myth of Little Gidding. Afflicted with a lifelong stammer, the
author of John Inglesant proved himself a master of cadenced rhythms and enspiritualised prose in
quest of the great musical novel. Delineating parallels between sixteenth-century and Victorian
England, Shorthouse integrated Quietism with Platonism into a religious aesthetic, a sacramental
vision of the Divine Principle of the Platonic Christ. Studied chronologically, Shorthouse's transition
from Quaker to Broad Church Sacramentalist provides informing comparison with T. S. Eliot's
conversion from Unitarian to Anglo-Catholic, as his myth of Little Gidding informs the historical
imagination of Eliot's Christian poetry and dramas. The religious and developmental nature of the
work of both artists affords analogies with C. G. Jung's psychology of Individuation.
  murder in the cathedral meaning: Worlds of Common Prayer Chene Heady, 2019-06-24
Worlds of Common Prayer explores book-length poems based on the Anglican liturgical calendar
written between 1827 and 1935. John Keble created a new type of English poetry when he wrote his
poetic companion to the Book of Common Prayer, The Christian Year (1827), which went on to
become the single bestselling book of poetry in the English century. Drawing off of recent
scholarship on both secularization studies and nineteenth-century conceptions of time, Worlds of
Common Prayer exposes the surprisingly radical potential of liturgical poetry. The detective novelist
and poet Dorothy L. Sayers wrote of her desire to find a “brick” that could smash the order of clock
time, and discovered one in the liturgy. For major authors as dissimilar as Christina Rossetti and
T.S. Eliot, the Anglican liturgical calendar served as a means of dismantling industrial capitalism’s
time clock, and thereby of destabilizing the secular world order as a whole.
  murder in the cathedral meaning: Masochism Robert A. Glick, Donald I. Meyers, 2013-07-04
Just as psychoanalytic interest in masochism dates from the earliest days of psychoanalysis, the
various approaches to its understanding have reflected the developmental vicissitudes of
psychoanalytic theory as it moved from its early focus on instinct to considerations of psychic
structure and oedipall dynamics, object relations, separation-individuation, self-organization, and



self-esteem regulation, and as it progressed into more systematic investigation of child development.
Masochism: Current Psychoanalytic Perspectives offers an updated review of perspectives on
masochism influence by current developments in psychoanalytic research and theory. The newer
emphasis on and investigations of early preoedipal events have, as Cooper stresses in this volume,
provided a significant scientific and clinical yield. The application of these newer perspectives to the
issue of masochism holds considerable promise.
  murder in the cathedral meaning: The New Cambridge Bibliography of English
Literature: Volume 4, 1900-1950 George Watson, I. R. Willison, 1972-12-07 More than fifty
specialists have contributed to this new edition of volume 4 of The Cambridge Bibliography of
English Literature. The design of the original work has established itself so firmly as a workable
solution to the immense problems of analysis, articulation and coordination that it has been retained
in all its essentials for the new edition. The task of the new contributors has been to revise and
integrate the lists of 1940 and 1957, to add materials of the following decade, to correct and refine
the bibliographical details already available, and to re-shape the whole according to a new series of
conventions devised to give greater clarity and consistency to the entries.
  murder in the cathedral meaning: Canterbury Catherine Royer-Hemet, 2010-10-12 Between
the Celtic tribe of the Iron Age—the Cantiaci—and the twenty-first-century inhabitants of
Canterbury, three millenia stand during which the city has enjoyed unparalleled fame, particularly
since it became the religious heart of the country in AD 597. While ambling through the streets of
modern Canterbury, one is able to—if careful enough to do so—get the feel of the medieval city.
There must be reasons for that enduring impact of the past and it might be because of the
overwhelming wealth of people who have left their mark as well as events of momentous importance
that took place there. Canterbury: A Medieval City will take the reader on a trip through time, space
and history, as well as literature. It will enable him to apprehend the magnitude of the history of the
place and the reasons why Canterbury has become the magnet it is nowadays for people from all
over the world, the “mecca for tourists” as it is advertised on some websites. While illustrious
figures are dealt with in the articles contained in the book, such as Saint Augustine, Thomas Becket,
and Geoffrey Chaucer—who account for the renown of the place and have indeed helped to shape
national identity—it is also possible to catch a glimpse of the less notorious personalities and facts
that have also worked to give Canterbury its deeply ingrained identity: people like priors, as well as
the many different ways which the city functioned.
  murder in the cathedral meaning: T.S. Eliot Alzina Stone Dale, 2004-10 Alzina Stone Dale
gives us ...an excellent review of T.S. Eliot's entire career and it has the important virtue of showing
how absolutely integral to his poetic achievements were his religious interests. It is ...a critical
biography that makes just the right sort of book for marking the centennial of Eliot's birth. --Nathan
A. Scott
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