nigeria property rights

nigeria property rights represent a complex and critical aspect of the
country’s legal and economic framework. Understanding property rights in
Nigeria is essential for investors, homeowners, legal professionals, and
policymakers alike. The structure of property ownership, the legal
protections available, and the challenges faced are shaped by a combination
of statutory laws, customary practices, and governmental regulations. This
article explores the fundamental principles behind nigeria property rights,
including ownership types, registration processes, and the impact of
government policies. Additionally, it examines the challenges related to land
disputes, security of tenure, and reforms aimed at improving property rights
in Nigeria. The following sections provide a detailed overview of the key
components and current status of property rights in the country.
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Overview of Property Rights in Nigeria

Property rights in Nigeria encompass the legal rights to possess, use, and
dispose of land or property. These rights are fundamental to economic
development, social stability, and individual wealth. In Nigeria, property
rights are influenced by a blend of statutory legislation and customary law,
resulting in a dual system of land tenure. This duality affects how property
is acquired, transferred, and inherited across different regions and
communities. Understanding the nuances of nigeria property rights requires
familiarity with both the formal legal system and traditional practices.

Historical Context

The history of property rights in Nigeria dates back to pre-colonial times
when land was predominantly communally owned under customary law. Colonial
administration introduced formal legal systems that sought to regulate land
ownership through statutes like the Land Use Act of 1978, which remains the
cornerstone of property rights today. This act centralized land ownership
under state control, significantly altering traditional land tenure systems.



Importance of Property Rights

Secure property rights are essential for attracting investments, fostering
economic growth, and ensuring social equity. In Nigeria, reliable property
rights enable individuals and businesses to leverage land and real estate as
collateral for loans, create wealth, and promote urban development.
Conversely, weak or unclear property rights can lead to disputes, hinder
development, and exacerbate poverty.

Legal Framework Governing Nigeria Property
Rights

The legal foundation of nigeria property rights is primarily established
through national legislation, with the Land Use Act of 1978 playing a pivotal
role. This act vests all land in each state under the control of the
governor, who holds it in trust for the people. The legal framework
integrates statutory laws, customary laws, and case law precedents to
regulate property ownership and transactions.

The Land Use Act

The Land Use Act is the principal statute governing land tenure in Nigeria.
It was enacted to unify the diverse land tenure systems across the country
and to facilitate efficient land administration. Under the act, all land is
vested in the government, and individuals or entities can obtain rights of
occupancy, which serve as the legal basis for land ownership and use.

Customary Law and Property Rights

Despite the statutory framework, customary law continues to influence
property rights, especially in rural areas. Customary tenure systems are
often based on communal ownership and inheritance customs. These systems
operate alongside formal laws, sometimes causing conflicts but also providing
culturally relevant means of land management.

Other Relevant Laws

Additional laws affecting nigeria property rights include the Land
Registration Act, the Registration of Titles Law, and various state-specific
regulations. These laws address land registration procedures, dispute
resolution, and the protection of property interests.

Types of Property Ownership

In Nigeria, property ownership can take several forms, each with different
legal implications and rights. The primary types include statutory rights of
occupancy, customary rights of occupancy, leasehold interests, and freehold
ownership in limited contexts.



Statutory Rights of Occupancy

Granted under the Land Use Act, statutory rights of occupancy provide an
individual or entity with the right to possess and use land for a specified
period, typically 99 years. This right is renewable and can be transferred,
mortgaged, or inherited subject to government approval.

Customary Rights of Occupancy

Customary rights are recognized under the Land Use Act but are governed by
local customs and traditions. These rights usually apply to communal or
family lands and are less formalized than statutory rights, which can
sometimes complicate enforcement and transfer.

Leasehold and Freehold

Leasehold interests grant temporary rights to use land, often for commercial
or residential purposes. Freehold ownership, where the owner has indefinite
and absolute ownership, is rare in Nigeria due to the Land Use Act’s
provisions but exists in some areas under customary arrangements.

Land Registration and Title Documentation

Land registration is a critical process for securing property rights in
Nigeria. Proper documentation and registration provide legal proof of
ownership and reduce the risk of disputes. The registration process varies
depending on whether the land is under statutory or customary tenure.

Land Registration Systems

Nigeria employs several land registration systems, including the Torrens
system in some states, which offers guaranteed title and streamlined
registration procedures. Other areas use deed registration, which records
transactions but does not guarantee title.

Title Documents

Key documents in nigeria property rights include Certificates of Occupancy (C
of 0), Governor’s Consent, and Deeds of Assignment. The Certificate of
Occupancy 1is the most recognized proof of land ownership under statutory law,
while Governor’s Consent is required for land transfers.

Steps to Register Property

1. Obtain a survey plan from a licensed surveyor.
2. Apply for a Certificate of Occupancy from the state land registry.

3. Register the land with the appropriate land registry office.



4. Secure Governor's Consent for any transfer or sale of the property.

5. Receive the official Certificate of Occupancy as proof of ownership.

Challenges in Nigeria Property Rights

Despite the legal framework, nigeria property rights face significant
challenges that affect the security and clarity of ownership. These
challenges stem from administrative inefficiencies, conflicting laws, and
social factors.

Land Disputes

Disputes over land ownership and boundaries are widespread in Nigeria. They
often arise from overlapping claims, unclear titles, fraudulent
documentation, and conflicts between statutory and customary systems. Such
disputes can be protracted and costly.

Inadequate Land Administration

Land registration and administration systems suffer from bureaucratic delays,
corruption, and lack of modern infrastructure. These issues hinder timely
processing of property transactions and contribute to uncertainty in property
rights.

Informal Settlements and Land Tenure Security

Many Nigerians live in informal settlements where property rights are not
formally recognized. This lack of security of tenure exposes residents to
eviction and limits their access to credit and other economic opportunities.

Government Policies and Reforms

The Nigerian government has implemented various policies and reforms to
strengthen nigeria property rights and improve land governance. These efforts
aim to enhance transparency, security, and accessibility of land ownership.

Land Reform Initiatives

Several states have initiated reforms to digitize land registries, simplify
registration processes, and reduce bureaucratic hurdles. These initiatives
seek to create a more efficient and trustworthy system for land
administration.



Policy Measures to Address Informal Land Tenure

Programs aimed at regularizing informal settlements and recognizing customary
land rights are underway to increase tenure security for marginalized
populations. These measures help integrate informal landholders into the
formal economy.

Investor-Friendly Regulations

The government has introduced policies to attract foreign and domestic
investment through clearer property rights protections and streamlined
acquisition procedures, particularly in real estate and agriculture sectors.

Implications for Investors and Property Owners

Understanding nigeria property rights is crucial for investors and property
owners to mitigate risks and maximize returns. Secure property rights
facilitate access to financing, enable development projects, and protect
against unlawful dispossession.

Risk Management

Investors must conduct thorough due diligence, including verifying title
documents and obtaining Governor’s Consent, to avoid disputes and legal
complications. Awareness of local customary practices is also important in
some regions.

Opportunities for Development

Clear property rights encourage real estate development, commercial
agriculture, and infrastructure projects, contributing to economic growth.
Improved land governance enhances investor confidence and market stability.

Legal Support and Advisory

Engaging legal professionals knowledgeable in nigeria property rights is
essential for navigating the complexities of land acquisition, registration,
and dispute resolution. Proper legal guidance ensures compliance and
protection of property interests.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main types of property rights recognized
in Nigeria?
In Nigeria, the main types of property rights include ownership of land,

leasehold interests, customary land rights, and statutory rights of occupancy
as recognized under the Land Use Act of 1978.



How does the Land Use Act affect property rights in
Nigeria®?

The Land Use Act vests all land in each state under the control of the state
governor, who holds it in trust for the people. This limits private ownership

and requires individuals to obtain statutory rights of occupancy to legally
use land, impacting the security of property rights.

Can foreigners own property in Nigeria®?

Foreigners cannot own land outright in Nigeria but can acquire leasehold
interests or statutory rights of occupancy for up to 99 years, subject to
approval by state authorities under the Land Use Act.

What challenges do property owners face regarding
property rights enforcement in Nigeria?

Property owners in Nigeria often face challenges such as unclear land titles,
multiple claims due to customary laws, bureaucratic delays in land
registration, and occasional government expropriation without adequate
compensation.

How is land registered in Nigeria to secure property
rights?

Land registration in Nigeria is conducted through the Land Registry, where
property owners can register their titles or rights of occupancy.

Registration provides legal recognition and protection of property rights but
can be a lengthy and complex process.

What role do customary land rights play in Nigeria's
property system?

Customary land rights are significant in Nigeria, especially in rural areas,
where land is communally owned and managed by traditional rulers. These

rights often coexist with statutory laws but can complicate formal property
ownership and transactions.

Are there any recent reforms aimed at improving
property rights in Nigeria®?
Recent reforms focus on digitizing land registries, improving transparency,

and enhancing ease of land acquisition to strengthen property rights and
reduce disputes, though comprehensive legislative overhaul is still pending.

How do property rights in Nigeria impact economic
development?

Secure property rights in Nigeria are essential for economic development as
they encourage investment, enable access to credit through land collateral,
and reduce conflicts. Weak property rights can deter investment and slow
growth.



What legal recourse is available for property rights
disputes in Nigeria?

Disputes over property rights in Nigeria can be resolved through customary
courts, state land tribunals, or regular courts of law. Alternative dispute
resolution methods like mediation are also increasingly encouraged to settle
conflicts efficiently.

Additional Resources

1. Property Rights and Land Use in Nigeria: Legal Framework and Challenges
This book provides an in-depth analysis of the legal framework governing
property rights in Nigeria. It explores the complexities of land ownership,
customary law, and statutory regulations. The author highlights the
challenges faced by landowners and policymakers in balancing traditional
practices with modern legal requirements.

2. The Dynamics of Land Tenure Systems in Nigeria

Focusing on the historical and contemporary land tenure systems, this book
examines how property rights have evolved in Nigeria. It addresses the impact
of colonialism, customary laws, and recent reforms on land ownership. The
book also discusses the implications for rural development and urbanization.

3. Customary Land Rights and Modern Property Law in Nigeria

This work delves into the interaction between customary land tenure and
statutory property laws. It investigates how traditional practices influence
land transactions and dispute resolution. The author offers insights into
legal reforms aimed at harmonizing these often conflicting systems.

4. Land Reform and Property Rights in Nigeria: Policies and Implementation
Examining Nigeria's land reform initiatives, this book evaluates policy
efforts to improve property rights security. It discusses the successes and
setbacks in implementing reforms designed to promote equitable land access.
The text also considers the socio-economic effects of these policies on
different communities.

5. Urban Property Rights and Development in Nigerian Cities

This book explores the challenges of property rights in rapidly growing
Nigerian urban centers. It highlights issues such as land registration,
informal settlements, and real estate development. The author analyzes how
property rights influence urban planning and housing markets.

6. Gender and Property Rights in Nigeria: Legal and Social Perspectives
Focusing on the gender dimensions of property ownership, this book
investigates the barriers women face in acquiring and controlling land. It
discusses legal provisions and social norms that affect women's property
rights. The book advocates for reforms to promote gender equity in land
ownership.

7. Property Rights, Conflict, and Security in Nigeria’s Land Sector

This title addresses the relationship between property rights and land-
related conflicts in Nigeria. It examines causes of disputes, including
unclear ownership and competing claims. The author proposes strategies for
conflict resolution and improving security of tenure.

8. Real Estate Development and Property Law in Nigeria
This comprehensive guide covers the intersection of property law and real



estate development in Nigeria. It outlines the legal processes for land
acquisition, development approvals, and property transactions. The book is a
valuable resource for developers, lawyers, and investors.

9. Environmental Considerations in Nigerian Property Rights

This book discusses how environmental laws and sustainability concerns affect
property rights in Nigeria. It analyzes regulations related to land use,
conservation, and resource management. The author emphasizes the need to
integrate environmental protection with property rights policies.
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nigeria property rights: Property and Trust Law in Nigeria Imran Oluwole Smith,
2022-06-20 Derived from the renowned multi-volume International Encyclopaedia of Laws, this
practical analysis of the law of property in Nigeria deals with the issues related to rights and
interests in all kinds of property and assets - immovable, movable, and personal property; how
property rights are acquired; fiduciary mechanisms; and security considerations. Lawyers who
handle transnational disputes and other matters concerning property will appreciate the explanation
of specific terminology, application, and procedure. An introduction outlining the essential legal,
cultural, and historical considerations affecting property is followed by a discussion of the various
types of property. Further analysis describes how and to what extent legal subjects can have or
obtain rights and interests in each type. The coverage includes tangible and intangible property,
varying degrees of interest, and the various ways in which property is transferred, including the
ramifications of appropriation, expropriation, and insolvency. Facts are presented in such a way that
readers who are unfamiliar with specific terms and concepts in varying contexts will fully grasp their
meaning and significance. The book includes ample references to doctrine and cases, as well as to
relevant international treaties and conventions. Its succinct yet scholarly nature, as well as the
practical quality of the information it provides, make this book a valuable time-saving tool for any
practitioner faced with a property-related matter. Lawyers representing parties with interests in
Nigeria will welcome this very useful guide, and academics and researchers will appreciate its value
in the study of comparative property law.

nigeria property rights: The Law of Restitution in Nigeria Festus Emiri, 2012 The Law of
Restitution in Nigeria covers the historical development of restitution in law, its scope, and
contemporary issues related to it. Some of the issues covered are: Ignorance; Incapacity;
Exploitation; Enrichment at the plaintiffs expense; Restitution for wrongs and general principles,
torts, breach of contract, equitable wrongdoing, criminal offenses; Defenses relating to changing
circumstances; Illegality; and limitation of actions in restitution.

nigeria property rights: Nigeria's Resource Wars Egodi Uchendu, 2021-03-02 'Nigeria’s
Resource Wars' reflects on the diversity of conflicts over access to, and allocation of, resources in
Nigeria. From the devastating effects of crude oil exploration in the Niger Delta to desertification
caused by climate change, and illegal gold mining in Zamfara, to mention a few, Nigeria faces new
dimensions of resource-related struggles. The ravaging effects of these resource conflicts between
crop farmers and Fulani herders in Nigeria’s Middlebelt and states across Southern Nigeria call for
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urgent scholarly interventions; with the Fulani cattle breeders’ onslaught altering the histories of
many Nigerian families through deaths, loss of homes and investments, and permanent physical
incapacity. Currently, there is an almost total breakdown of interethnic relations, with political
commentators acknowledging that Nigeria has never been so divided as it presently is in its history.
The struggles have now degenerated into kidnaps, armed robbery, and incessant targeted and
random Kkillings across the country; compounding the already complex problem of insecurity in
Nigeria. The chapters in this volume engage with these issues, presenting the different arguments
on resource conflicts in Nigeria. They draw insights from similar conflicts in Nigeria’s
colonial/post-independence past and events from around the world to proffer possible solutions to
resource-related confrontations in Africa. By offering a collection of different intellectual
perspectives on resource conflicts in Nigeria, this volume will be an important reference material for
understanding the diversity of thought patterns that underpin the struggle and policy approaches
towards resolving conflict situations in Africa. This volume will be of considerable interest to
scholars of Africa, researchers in the humanities, social sciences, and conflict studies, and
policymakers interested in understanding the resource crisis in Africa.

nigeria property rights: Law and Creditor Protection in Nigeria Okafor Onamson,
2017-08-08 Examined here are the legal and practical reasons for the inefficiency of the legal
framework of creditor protection in Nigeria. This is amply justified considering the critical role of
credit in the promotion of economic growth and development and also bearing in mind the near
calamitous consequences the 2009 financial crisis unleashed not only among Nigerian banks and
financial institutions, and in the international financial system. The latter nearly led to
socioeconomic catastrophe in Nigeria, as well as globally. It is hoped that book is found useful by
government, policy makers, academics, corporate financial experts, investment bankers and other
stakeholders to initiate and implement efficient policy actions to protect creditors in order to sustain
the flow of credit, the engine of any economy.

nigeria property rights: Land administration service delivery and its challenges in
Nigeria Ghebru, Hosaena, Okumo, Austen, 2017-01-05 This paper assesses the nature of land
administration service delivery in Nigeria using data collected from three sets of participants in land
administration processes: 76 service providers, 253 beneficiaries, and 172 professionals. The data
were collected from eight states selected from the six geopolitical zones of the country—Cross River,
Benue, Bauchi, Ekiti, Enugu, Kaduna, and Lagos states, plus the Federal Capital Territory (Abuja).
These were chosen because they are considered to have advanced land administration systems. Our
findings show that land registration processes in Nigeria take a long time: nearly 80 percent of
beneficiaries and 41 percent of professionals responded that land registration took more than two
years to complete after first apply-ing. This difference between beneficiaries and professionals may
stem from the fact that many professionals, who gener-ally are better educated, may know more
about the application process than do beneficiaries and are able to navigate the process more
efficiently. Land registration information guidelines seem to be rarely available to the public.
Consequently, the dominant means of access to land administration institutions is through direct
contact. Coordination among govern-ance structures put in place by states for land administration
also was found to be poor, especially in Bauchi and Enugu states, where very low levels of
cooperation on issues related to land administration reforms were observed.

nigeria property rights: Legal Reform of the Land Use Act Uche Ifeoma Modum, 2012 Strong
private property rights to land are recognised as fundamental to the economic growth of a country's
legal system. Legal reform of inadequate and inefficient property rights laws is therefore essential.
My thesis aims to address the lack of legal reform of the laws governing property rights to land in
Nigeria. It does this by critically examining the Land Use Act set up as the primary body of
legislation governing property rights in Nigeria. The thesis seeks to offer meaningful insights by
proposing an institutional analysis of the limitations to reform of existing laws governing property
rights to land in Nigeria. Several approaches of new institutionalism are explored in analysing
identified constraints which exist within formal and informal institutions. Explanations of the



absence of legal reform are addressed through themes examining formal and informal institutional
structures which limit reform. Analyses of institutional structures highlight the significant role
played by institutions in the etablishment and development of property right laws in Nigeria. An
in-depth look at Nigerian private property laws and legally recognised interests on land exposes
fundamental limitations to private property rights protection of individuals within the Nigerian state.
The thesis provides valuable insights and addresses institutional limitations through consideration of
strategies which would enable and assist legal reform of Nigeria's property rights laws. The study
concludes by exploring three aspects. First, it offers reform proposals and analyses the functionality
of the proposed reform suggestions. Second, it highlights principles of policy-making redesign within
formal institutions. Finally, it offers strategies to assist reform within informal instituional
structures. In short, the thesis focuses on enabling legal reform of Nigerian property rights laws to
ensure the amendment, modification or excision of bad, inefficient laws in order to offer better
protection of individuals' property rights to land.

nigeria property rights: Critical Issues in Nigerian Property Law Agbe Utuama, 2016-07-25
Critical Issues in Nigerian Property Law, a collection of writings in honour of Professor Jelili Adebisi
Omotola, SAN, a former Vice Chancellor of the University of Lagos, who died on the 29th of March
2006, has ten chapters that closely examine not only the current state of Property Law in Nigeria,
but also recent developments and other challenges that have surfaced since the infamous Land Use
Act of 1999. The book is clearly a useful contribution to a growing body of knowledge on property
law and practice in Nigeria.

nigeria property rights: Nigeria: Leadership and Development Eme N. Ekekwe, 2011-06-02
This book , NIGERIA: LEADERSHIP AND DEVELOPMENT - ESSAYS IN HONOUR OF CHIBUIKE
ROTIMI AMAECHI , is an attempt to clarify the issue about leadership and how , in our
circumstances , it has impeded ( or for those who believe differently , facilitated ) the achievement of
the Nigeria project. The philosophy behind this book is that if those who are doing well get
encouragement they will see the need to remain focussed and stay the course ; they may then
inspire others who may aim to achieve even more. It is useful to always be critical in appreciating
those who lead because it might help them to improve . But it is most unhelpful to always condemn
everything , and thus attracting into the ring those who are entirely shameless. There is something
to be gained by encouraging those who show signs of understanding that Nigeria cannot afford to
continue muddling through unless it wants to literally fall off the map in a globalized world .
Leadership is an honour and an opportunity for service to humanity and not just a platform for self -
promotion. PETER EKEKWE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR GARDENCITY LEADERSHIP INITIATIVE
PORT-HARCOURT NIGERIA

nigeria property rights: OECD Investment Policy Reviews: Nigeria 2015 OECD, 2015-05-21
This Investment Policy Review examines Nigeria’s investment policies in light of the OECD Policy
Framework for Investment (PFI), a tool to mobilise investment in support of economic growth and
sustainable development.

nigeria property rights: Towards Reforming the Legal Framework for Secured Transactions in
Nigeria Chima Williams Theme, 2016-08-16 This book offers a valuable guide to one of the most
challenging areas of commercial law, now frequently referred to as secured transactions, with a
focus on Nigerian, Canadian and United States perspectives. A debtor’s ability to provide collateral
influences not only the cost of the money borrowed, but also in many cases, whether secured lenders
are willing to offer credit at all. The book proposes that increasing access to, and indeed, lowering
the cost of credit could tremendously boost economic development, while at the same time arguing
that this would best be achieved if the legal framework for secured transactions in Nigeria, and of
course, any other country with similar experiences, were designed to allow the use of personal
property and fixtures to secure credit. Similarly, the creation, priority, perfection, and enforcement
of security interests in personal property should be simplified and supported by a framework that
ensures that neither the interests of secured lenders nor debtors are hampered, so as to guarantee
the continuous availability of affordable credit as well as debtors’ willingness to borrow and do



business. The book further argues that in addition to the obvious preference for real property over
personal property by secured lenders due to the unreformed secured-transactions legal framework
in Nigeria, its compartmentalized nature has also resulted in unpredictability in commerce and the
concomitant effects of poor access to credit. Through the comparative research conducted in this
book utilizing the UCC Article 9 and Ontario PPSA as benchmarks, the author provides reformers
with a repository of tested secured-transactions law solutions, which law reformers in the
Commonwealth countries in Africa and beyond, as well as the business community will find valuable
in dealing with issues that stem from secured transactions.

nigeria property rights: Private International Law in Nigeria Chukwuma Okoli, Richard
Oppong, 2020-06-11 This book examines the rules, principles, and doctrines in Nigerian law for
resolving cases involving cross-border issues. It is the first book-length treatise devoted to the full
spectrum of private international law issues in Nigeria. As a result of increased international
business transactions, trade, and investment with Nigeria, such cross-border issues are more
prevalent than ever. The book provides an overview of the relevant body of Nigerian law, with
comparative perspectives from other legal systems. Drawing on over five hundred Nigerian cases,
relevant statutes, and academic commentaries, this book examines jurisdiction in interstate and
international disputes, choice of law, the enforcement of foreign judgments and international
arbitral awards, domestic remedies affecting foreign proceedings, and international judicial
assistance in the service of legal processes and taking of evidence. Academics, researchers, and
students, as well as judges, arbitrators, practitioners, and legislators alike will find Private
International Law in Nigeria an instructive and practical guide.

nigeria property rights: Land Law in Nigeria M.D. Olong, 2012-06-05 This study, in nineteen
chapters, deals with the various issues pertaining to land law in Nigeria. Namely: Concept of
ownership; ownership and communal land holding under customary land tenure; individual land
ownership; family land ownership; alienation under customary law; nature of customary tenancy;
pledge; the law of property; an overview of the effect of the Land Use Act on customary ownership of
land; The Nigerian Land Use Act; Land Use Act 1978; ways of declaration of title to land; legal
mortgage; the position of landlord and tenant; the procedure for recovery of premises under the
recovery of premises law; classification of right of occupancy; nature of prescription; march towards
the reform of the Land Use Act.

nigeria property rights: Spatial Information Science for Natural Resource Management Singh,
Suraj Kumar, Kanga, Shruti, Mishra, Varun Narayan, 2020-06-26 Stress on natural resources has
recently increased due to commercialization and the need to provide livelihoods for locals. Because
they are such core parts of everyday life, ensuring sustainability in resource management is of
paramount importance. Only by integrating the tools of spatial information science can an effective
course for preserving and protecting natural resources be created. Spatial Information Science for
Natural Resource Management is a pivotal reference source that explores coordinated approaches
to sustainable development and management of natural resources to keep a balance of the
environment, ecology, and human livelihood. Featuring coverage on a wide range of topics including
crop yield estimation, ecosystem services, and land information systems, this book covers
interdisciplinary techniques in monitoring and managing natural resources. This publication is
ideally designed for urban planners, environmentalists, policymakers, ecologists, researchers,
academicians, students, and professionals in the fields of remote sensing, civil engineering, social
science, computer science, and information technology.

nigeria property rights: Indigenous Peoples and Real Estate Valuation Robert A. Simons,
Rachel M. Malmgren, Garrick Small, 2009-01-07 Sponsored by the American Real Estate Society
(ARES), Indigenous Peoples and Real Estate Valuation addresses a wide variety of timely issues
relating to property ownership, rights, and use, including: ancestral burial, historical record of
occupancy, treaty implementation problems, eminent domain, the effects of large governmental
change, financing projects under formal and informal title or deed document systems, exclusive
ownership vs. non-exclusive use rights, public land ownership, tribal or family land claims,




insurgency and war, legal systems of ownership, prior government expropriation of lands, moral
obligation to indigenous peoples, colonial occupation, and common land leases. These issues can
also be broadly grouped into topics, such as conflict between indigenous and western property
rights, communal land ownership, land transfer by force, legacy issues related to past colonization
and apartheid, and metaphysical/indigenous land value.

nigeria property rights: Tenure security and demand for land tenure reqularization in Nigeria
Hagos, Hosaena Ghebru, Edeh, Hyacinth, Ali, Daniel, Deininger, Klaus, Okumo, Austen,
Woldeyohannes, Sileshi, 2014-05-14 In line with the conventional view that customary land rights
impede agricultural development, the traditional tenure system in Nigeria has been perceived to
obstruct the achievement of efficient development and agricultural transformation. This led to the
Land Use Act (LUA) of 1978. As a remedial measure to the perceived inadequacy of the traditional
tenure system, the act nationalized the control of all land, empowering state governors and local
governments with administration and manage-ment of land.1 The act conferred on state governors
the custodian right to provide use rights (i.e., the Jright of occupancyl]) for land users in their state,
dissolving any possessory (freehold) rights to land which were granted by the customary system.

nigeria property rights: Family and Succession Law in Nigeria Nwudego Nkemakonam
Chinwuba, 2022-11-20 Derived from the renowned multi-volume International Encyclopaedia of
Laws, this concise exposition and analysis of the essential elements of law with regard to family
relations, marital property, and succession to estates in Nigeria covers the legal rules and customs
pertaining to the intertwined civic status of persons, the family, and property. After an informative
general introduction, the book proceeds to an in-depth discussion of the sources and instruments of
family and succession law, the authorities that adjudicate and administer the laws, and issues
surrounding the person as a legal entity and the legal disposition of property among family
members. Such matters as nationality, domicile, and residence; marriage, divorce, and cohabitation;
adoption and guardianship; succession and inter vivos arrangements; and the acquisition and
administration of estates are all treated to a degree of depth that will prove useful in nearly any
situation likely to arise in legal practice. The book is primarily designed to assist lawyers who find
themselves having to apply rules of international private law or otherwise handling cases connected
with Nigeria. It will also be of great value to students and practitioners as a quick guide and
easy-to-use practical resource in the field, and especially to academicians and researchers engaged
in comparative studies by providing the necessary, basic material of family and succession law.

nigeria property rights: The Cambridge Handbook of Environmental Justice and
Sustainable Development Sumudu A. Atapattu, Carmen G. Gonzalez, Sara L. Seck, 2021-04-01
Despite the global endorsement of the Sustainable Development Goals, environmental justice
struggles are growing all over the world. These struggles are not isolated injustices, but symptoms
of interlocking forms of oppression that privilege the few while inflicting misery on the many and
threatening ecological collapse. This handbook offers critical perspectives on the multi-dimensional,
intersectional nature of environmental injustice and the cross-cutting forms of oppression that unite
and divide these struggles, including gender, race, poverty, and indigeneity. The work sheds new
light on the often-neglected social dimension of sustainability and its relationship to human rights
and environmental justice. Using a variety of legal frameworks and case studies from around the
world, this volume illustrates the importance of overcoming the fragmentation of these legal
frameworks and social movements in order to develop holistic solutions that promote justice and
protect the planet's ecosystems at a time of intensifying economic and ecological crisis.

nigeria property rights: Youth Development in Nigeria Emmanuel Nonyelum Nioku,
2020-01-01 Youth development is as a core aspect of human and national progress in Nigeria. The
study suggests the development of young people as the means of poverty reduction. It indicates that
amidst cultural, ethnic, and religious diversities, and in the light of threats to human life and
property, the development of the youth is the way to promoting peace and unity, justice, and
security. The book argues on a two-fold contribution: While the Nigerian Church is to intensify
efforts in the active participation of lay Christians in politics, the State is to tackle critical areas to



ensure a decent standard of living for all.

nigeria property rights: Creative Autonomy, Copyright and Popular Music in Nigeria Mary W.
Gani, 2020-07-27 This book provides an in-depth analysis of the unique structure of the Nigerian
popular music industry. It explores the dissonance between copyright’s thematic support for creative
autonomy and the practical ways in which the law allows singer-songwriters’ (performing authors')
creative autonomy to be subverted in their contractual relationships with record labels. The book
establishes the concept of creative autonomy for performing authors as a key criterion for
sustainable economic development, and makes innovative legal and policy recommendations to help
stakeholders preserve it.

nigeria property rights: Commercial and Economic Law in Nigeria Mike A.A Ozekhome,
2021-10-21 Derived from the renowned multi-volume International Encyclopaedia of Laws, this
practical analysis of the structure, competence, and management of Nigeria provides substantial and
readily accessible information for lawyers, academics, and policymakers likely to have dealings with
its activities and data. No other book gives such a clear, uncomplicated description of the
organization’s role, its rules and how they are applied, its place in the framework of international
law, or its relations with other organizations. The monograph proceeds logically from the
organization’s genesis and historical development to the structure of its membership, its various
organs and their mandates, its role in intergovernmental cooperation, and its interaction with
decisions taken at the national level. Its competence, its financial management, and the nature and
applicability of its data and publications are fully described. Systematic in presentation, this valuable
time-saving resource offers the quickest, easiest way to acquire a sound understanding of the
workings of Nigeria for all interested parties. Students and teachers of international law will find it
especially valuable as an essential component of the rapidly growing and changing global legal
milieu.
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