
metaphysical oxford dictionary

metaphysical oxford dictionary is a specialized reference tool that provides authoritative definitions and
explanations of terms related to metaphysics, a branch of philosophy concerned with the nature of reality,
existence, and the fundamental structure of the universe. This dictionary is essential for scholars, students,
and anyone interested in exploring complex metaphysical concepts through clear and precise language. By
offering detailed entries on key philosophical ideas, the metaphysical Oxford dictionary serves as a vital
resource for understanding abstract notions such as being, causality, substance, and identity. This article
explores the significance of the metaphysical Oxford dictionary, its role in philosophical studies, and how it
aids in the comprehension of metaphysical terminology. Additionally, the discussion includes the historical
development of metaphysical dictionaries and their practical applications in academic and intellectual
contexts. The following sections outline the main aspects of the metaphysical Oxford dictionary to provide a
comprehensive understanding of its scope and utility.
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Understanding the Metaphysical Oxford Dictionary
The metaphysical Oxford dictionary is a specialized lexicon that focuses on the terminology and concepts
used within the field of metaphysics. Metaphysics, as a philosophical discipline, deals with questions about
the nature of reality, existence, and the fundamental principles that govern the universe. The dictionary
provides precise definitions and contextual explanations for complex metaphysical ideas, ensuring clarity
and consistency in the understanding of these terms. It is an indispensable tool for anyone seeking to
engage rigorously with metaphysical discourse, whether in academic research, teaching, or personal study.

Purpose and Scope
The primary purpose of the metaphysical Oxford dictionary is to offer authoritative definitions and
elucidations that reflect current philosophical scholarship. It covers a wide range of metaphysical topics,



from traditional themes like substance, causality, and identity to contemporary issues such as modality,
time, and consciousness. The scope of the dictionary extends beyond mere definitions by including
historical context, philosophical debates, and cross-references to related concepts, thereby enriching the
user’s comprehension of metaphysical terminology.

Target Audience
This dictionary is designed for a diverse audience including philosophy students, educators, researchers,
and professionals in related disciplines such as theology, cognitive science, and physics. By providing
accessible yet detailed entries, it supports both newcomers to metaphysics and seasoned scholars in
navigating the complexities of metaphysical language and ideas.

Key Features and Content of the Metaphysical Oxford Dictionary
The metaphysical Oxford dictionary is characterized by its comprehensive coverage and scholarly rigor. It
is carefully curated to include terms that are central to metaphysical inquiry, supported by precise
definitions and extensive explanatory notes. The content is organized alphabetically, facilitating easy access
to entries and efficient reference.

Comprehensive Definitions
Each entry in the dictionary offers a clear and concise definition of the term, often accompanied by
examples and contextual information. These definitions are grounded in philosophical literature, ensuring
that they accurately represent various schools of thought and interpretations within metaphysics.

Contextual and Historical Insights
The dictionary provides background information on the origin and evolution of key metaphysical concepts.
This historical insight helps users understand how certain ideas have developed over time and their
significance within different philosophical traditions.

Cross-Referencing and Related Concepts
To enhance understanding, the dictionary includes cross-references to related entries, highlighting the
interconnectedness of metaphysical ideas. This feature allows readers to explore concepts in a broader
philosophical context and appreciate the nuances of metaphysical inquiry.



Examples of Core Metaphysical Terms Included

Ontology

Substance

Causality

Identity

Modality

Essence

Potentiality and Actuality

Time and Space

Historical Development and Evolution
The development of metaphysical dictionaries, including the metaphysical Oxford dictionary, reflects the
ongoing evolution of philosophical language and the need for standardized terminology. Historically,
metaphysical concepts were transmitted through classical texts and oral traditions, often leading to varied
interpretations and ambiguities. The creation of dedicated dictionaries aimed to address these challenges by
providing authoritative and consistent explanations.

Origins of Philosophical Lexicons
Early philosophical lexicons emerged in the medieval and early modern periods as scholars sought to clarify
the language used in philosophical discourse. These works laid the groundwork for modern specialized
dictionaries by establishing conventions for defining complex terms.

Modern Compilation and Editorial Standards
The metaphysical Oxford dictionary represents a culmination of scholarly efforts to compile comprehensive
and accurate definitions in a single resource. Editorial standards emphasize clarity, neutrality, and reliance
on primary philosophical sources to maintain academic integrity and usefulness.



Applications in Philosophy and Related Fields
The metaphysical Oxford dictionary is utilized extensively across various academic and intellectual
disciplines. Its precise definitions and contextual explanations support rigorous analysis and discourse in both
theoretical and applied metaphysics.

Use in Academic Research and Teaching
In academic settings, the dictionary serves as a reference tool for students and researchers, aiding in the
interpretation of philosophical texts and the formulation of arguments. Educators employ it to introduce
metaphysical concepts systematically and to ensure terminological accuracy in instruction.

Interdisciplinary Relevance
Beyond philosophy, the dictionary assists professionals in fields such as theology, cognitive science, and
physics, where metaphysical questions often intersect with empirical investigations. It facilitates
interdisciplinary dialogue by establishing a common language for discussing foundational issues.

Enhancing Critical Thinking and Analysis
By offering precise and comprehensive explanations, the metaphysical Oxford dictionary encourages
critical examination of metaphysical ideas. Users develop a deeper understanding of complex concepts and
engage more effectively in philosophical debates.

Benefits of Using the Metaphysical Oxford Dictionary
The metaphysical Oxford dictionary provides several key benefits that make it an indispensable resource
for anyone engaged with metaphysical studies and related disciplines.

Clarity and Precision in Terminology
One of the primary advantages is the clarity it brings to often abstract and ambiguous metaphysical terms.
Accurate definitions reduce confusion and enhance communication among scholars and students.

Comprehensive Coverage
The dictionary’s extensive scope ensures that users can find explanations for a wide array of metaphysical



concepts in one place, streamlining research and study.

Authoritative and Scholarly Content
Entries are curated and reviewed by experts in the field, guaranteeing that the information is reliable, up-
to-date, and reflects current philosophical understanding.

Facilitates Deeper Philosophical Engagement
By providing historical context and cross-references, the dictionary encourages users to explore connections
between concepts and appreciate the complexity of metaphysical thought.

Supports Academic Success
For students, the metaphysical Oxford dictionary is an essential study aid that enhances comprehension and
supports the development of well-informed philosophical arguments.

Improves understanding of complex metaphysical concepts1.

Ensures consistent use of philosophical terminology2.

Assists in writing clear and precise academic papers3.

Supports interdisciplinary research efforts4.

Encourages lifelong learning in philosophy5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Metaphysical Oxford Dictionary?
The Metaphysical Oxford Dictionary is a specialized reference work that provides definitions and
explanations of terms related to metaphysics, philosophy, and abstract concepts, published under the Oxford
University Press.



How does the Metaphysical Oxford Dictionary differ from a standard
dictionary?
Unlike a standard dictionary that covers general language, the Metaphysical Oxford Dictionary focuses
specifically on philosophical and metaphysical terminology, offering detailed insights and context related to
those fields.

Who would benefit most from using the Metaphysical Oxford Dictionary?
Philosophy students, scholars, researchers, and anyone interested in the study of metaphysics and related
philosophical disciplines would find the Metaphysical Oxford Dictionary particularly useful.

Does the Metaphysical Oxford Dictionary include contemporary
metaphysical theories?
Yes, the Metaphysical Oxford Dictionary is regularly updated to include contemporary theories, concepts,
and debates within the field of metaphysics.

Is the Metaphysical Oxford Dictionary available in digital format?
Many editions of the Metaphysical Oxford Dictionary are available both in print and digital formats,
accessible through Oxford University Press's online platforms and various academic libraries.

Can the Metaphysical Oxford Dictionary help in understanding classical
metaphysical texts?
Yes, it provides clear definitions and explanations of complex metaphysical terms and concepts, aiding
readers in interpreting and understanding classical and modern metaphysical works.

Where can I purchase or access the Metaphysical Oxford Dictionary?
The Metaphysical Oxford Dictionary can be purchased through major book retailers, the Oxford University
Press website, and accessed via academic institutions that subscribe to Oxford’s reference collections.

Additional Resources
1. The Oxford Dictionary of Philosophy
This comprehensive dictionary offers clear and concise definitions of philosophical terms, including
extensive entries on metaphysical concepts. It serves as an essential reference for students and scholars
seeking to understand complex ideas related to existence, reality, and being. The book covers a broad range
of topics from ancient to contemporary philosophy, making it a valuable resource for anyone exploring



metaphysics.

2. Metaphysics: A Very Short Introduction
Authored by Stephen Mumford, this book provides an accessible overview of metaphysics, exploring
fundamental questions about reality, objects, causality, and time. It introduces key metaphysical theories
and debates, making complex ideas understandable for general readers. The book also highlights how
metaphysics connects with other areas of philosophy and science.

3. The Cambridge Dictionary of Philosophy
Edited by Robert Audi, this dictionary includes detailed entries on metaphysical terms and concepts,
offering a broad perspective on philosophical language. It is known for its authoritative and up-to-date
coverage across various branches of philosophy, including metaphysics. Students and researchers will find it
a reliable tool for clarifying difficult terminology and ideas.

4. A Concise Dictionary of Philosophy
This dictionary provides succinct definitions of philosophical terms, with strong emphasis on metaphysical
vocabulary. It is designed for quick reference, helping readers grasp essential concepts without extensive
background knowledge. The book covers both classical and modern metaphysical issues, making it suitable
for beginners and experienced readers alike.

5. The Routledge Companion to Metaphysics
This extensive volume brings together essays from leading philosophers on various metaphysical topics,
including existence, identity, time, and modality. It goes beyond definitions to explore contemporary
debates and theoretical developments in metaphysics. The book is ideal for advanced students and scholars
looking for in-depth analysis and diverse perspectives.

6. Metaphysics: The Fundamentals
Authors Robert C. Koons and Timothy H. Pickavance offer a systematic introduction to core metaphysical
questions and theories. The book covers topics such as the nature of reality, universals, causation, and free
will, providing clear explanations and examples. It is well-suited for readers new to metaphysics who want
a solid foundation in the subject.

7. The Dictionary of Metaphysics
This specialized dictionary focuses exclusively on metaphysical terminology, offering precise definitions
and historical context for key concepts. It is an invaluable resource for those studying metaphysics in depth,
providing clarity on often abstract and difficult ideas. The book also includes cross-references to related
philosophical terms.

8. Philosophical Dictionary: Metaphysics and Beyond
This work explores metaphysical concepts alongside other branches of philosophy, highlighting their
interconnections. It features explanatory entries that cover fundamental metaphysical notions such as
substance, essence, and existence. The dictionary aims to foster a broader understanding of philosophy by
integrating metaphysical vocabulary with related disciplines.



9. Metaphysics and the Oxford Movement: A Historical Dictionary
This unique dictionary examines the influence of metaphysical ideas on the Oxford Movement and related
theological developments. It provides detailed entries that link metaphysical terminology with historical
and religious contexts. The book is particularly useful for readers interested in the intersection of
philosophy, theology, and history.
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  metaphysical oxford dictionary: Historical Dictionary of Metaphysics Gary Rosenkrantz,
Joshua Hoffman, 2011 A dictionary of metaphysical terms with an emphasis on the history of the
people and words.
  metaphysical oxford dictionary: Metaphysical Animals Clare Mac Cumhaill, Rachael
Wiseman, 2023-10-24 A BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR: THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW AND
THE NEW YORKER • A vibrant portrait of four college friends—Iris Murdoch, Philippa Foot,
Elizabeth Anscombe, and Mary Midgley—who formed a new philosophical tradition while Oxford's
men were away fighting World War II. The history of European philosophy is usually constructed
from the work of men. In Metaphysical Animals, a pioneering group biography, Clare Mac Cumhaill
and Rachael Wiseman offer a compelling alternative. In the mid-twentieth century Elizabeth
Anscombe, Mary Midgley, Philippa Foot, and Iris Murdoch were philosophy students at Oxford when
most male undergraduates and many tutors were conscripted away to fight in the Second World
War. Together, these young women, all friends, developed a philosophy that could respond to the
war’s darkest revelations. Neither the great Enlightenment thinkers of the past, the logical
innovators of the early twentieth century, or the new Existentialist philosophy trickling across the
Channel, could make sense of this new human reality of limitless depravity and destructive power,
the women felt. Their answer was to bring philosophy back to life. We are metaphysical animals,
they realized, creatures that can question their very being. Who am I? What is freedom? What is
human goodness? The answers we give, they believed, shape what we will become. Written with
expertise and flair, Metaphysical Animals is a lively portrait of women who shared ideas, but also
apartments, clothes and even lovers. Mac Cumhaill and Wiseman show how from the disorder and
despair of the war, four brilliant friends created a way of ethical thinking that is there for us today.
  metaphysical oxford dictionary: The Metaphysics of Apes Raymond Corbey, 2005-03-14 This
book traces the discovery and interpretation of the human-like great apes and shows how the
taboo-ridden animal-human boundary was challenged.
  metaphysical oxford dictionary: Michel Tournier's Metaphysical Fictions Susan Petit,
1991-01-01 This study of the fictional themes and techniques of Michel Tournier reveals his
profound radicalism as a social critic and novelist despite the seeming conventionality of his works.
Guided by Tournier's essays and interviews, Petit examines his fiction in light of plot sources,
philosophical and anthropological training, and his belief that fiction should change the world. Close
study of Vendredi ou les limbes du Pacifique, Le Roi des aulnes, Les Meteores, Gaspard, Melchior et
Balthazar, and La Goutte d'or, as well as the short fiction in Le Coq de bruyere and Le Medianoche
amoureux, shows Tournier's revolutionary conception of plot structuring as he develops key themes,
whether religion, sensuality, or prejudice, in more than twenty years spent reconceiving the nature
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of fiction.
  metaphysical oxford dictionary: The Early Wittgenstein on Metaphysics, Natural Science,
Language and Value Chon Tejedor, 2014-09-04 This book advances a reading of Wittgenstein’s
Tractatus that moves beyond the main interpretative options of the New Wittgenstein debate. It
covers Wittgenstein’s approach to language and logic, as well as other areas unduly neglected in the
literature, such as his treatment of metaphysics, the natural sciences and value. Tejedor
re-contextualises Wittgenstein’s thinking in these areas, plotting its evolution in his diaries,
correspondence and pre-Tractatus texts, and developing a fuller picture of its intellectual
background. This broadening of the angle of view is central to the interpretative strategy of her
book: only by looking at the Tractatus in this richer light can we address the fundamental questions
posed by the New Wittgenstein debate – questions concerning the method of the Tractatus, its
approach to nonsense and the continuity in Wittgenstein’s philosophy. Wittgenstein’s early work
remains insightful, thought-inspiring and relevant to contemporary philosophy of language and
science, metaphysics and ethics. Tejedor’s ground-breaking work ultimately conveys a surprisingly
positive message concerning the power for ethical transformation that philosophy can have, when it
is understood as an activity aimed at increasing conceptual clarification and awareness.
  metaphysical oxford dictionary: Pushing the Antithesis , 2007
  metaphysical oxford dictionary: Fiction and Metaphysics Amie L. Thomasson, 1999 This
challenging study places fiction squarely at the centre of the discussion of metaphysics. Philosophers
have traditionally treated fiction as involving a set of narrow problems in logic or the philosophy of
language. By contrast Amie Thomasson argues that fiction has far-reaching implications for central
problems of metaphysics. The book develops an 'artifactual' theory of fiction, whereby fictional
characters are abstract artifacts as ordinary as laws or symphonies or works of literature. By
understanding fictional characters we come to understand how other cultural and social objects are
established on the basis of the independent physical world and the mental states of human beings.
  metaphysical oxford dictionary: Philosophy and the Metaphysical Achievements of Education
Ryan McInerney, 2021-06-17 Tracing the deep connections between philosophy and education, Ryan
McInerney argues that we must use philosophy to reflect on the significance of educational practice
to all human endeavour. He uses a broad approach which takes in the relationships governing
philosophy, education, and language, to reveal education's fundamental achievements and
metaphysical significance. The realization of educational ideals and policies are read alongside
growing skepticism regarding the theoretical and practical significance of philosophical thinking,
and the emphasis on resource efficiency and measurable outcomes which characterise schooling
today. It is from this context that McInerney defends the value inherent to the philosophy of
education. Drawing upon contemporary continental and analytic thinkers including Nietzsche,
Gadamer, and Wittgenstein, McInerney charts the role of education in shaping the child's
metaphysical transformation through language acquisition. Connecting early years and primary
school education, McInerney pinpoints rationality as the crucial factor which produces critical,
thinking beings. He presents the pursuit of philosophically minded education as a rational pursuit
which enables us to philosophise and educate others in turn, dispensing with the epistemological
and conceptual foundationalisms of the past.
  metaphysical oxford dictionary: Wittgenstein and the Problem of Metaphysics Michael Smith,
2021-11-18 Exploring the rupture between Wittgenstein's early and late phases, Michael Smith
provides an original re-assessment of the metaphysical consistencies that exist throughout his
divergent texts. Smith shows how Wittgenstein's criticism of metaphysics typically invoked the very
thing he was seeking to erase. Taking an alternative approach to the inherent contradiction in his
work, the 'problem of metaphysics', as Smith terms it, becomes the organizing principle of
Wittgenstein's thought rather than something to overcome. This metaphysical thread enables further
reflection on the poetic nature of Wittgenstein's philosophy as well as his preoccupation with ethics
and aesthetics as important factors mostly absent from the secondary literature. The turn to
aesthetics is crucial to a re-assessment of Wittgenstein's legacy, and is done in conjunction with an



innovative analysis of Nietzsche's critique of Kantian aesthetics and Kant's 'judgments of taste'. The
result is a unique discussion of the limits and possibilities of metaphysics, aesthetics, ethics and the
task of the philosopher more generally.
  metaphysical oxford dictionary: Early Modern Authorship and the Editorial Tradition Aleida
Auld, 2023-12-12 This volume adds a new dimension to authorship studies by linking the editorial
tradition to the transformative reception of early modern authors and their works across time. Aleida
Auld argues that the editorial tradition provides privileged access to the reception of early modern
literature, informing our understanding of certain reconfigurations and sometimes helping to
produce them between their time and our own. At stake are reconfigurations of oeuvre and
authorship, the relationship between the author and work, the relationship between authors, and the
author’s own role in establishing an editorial tradition. Ultimately, this study recognizes that the
editorial tradition is a stabilizing force while asserting that it may also be a source of strange and
provocative reconceptions of early modern authors and their works in the present day. Scholars and
students of early modern literature will benefit from this approach to editing as a form of reception
that encompasses all the editorial decisions that are necessary to ‘put forth’ a text.
  metaphysical oxford dictionary: The Doctrine of Being in the Aristotelian Metaphysics
Joseph Owens, 1978 The problem of being is central to Western metaphysics. Etched sharply in the
verses of Parmenides, it took on distinctive colouring in Aristotle as the subject matter of a science
expressly labelled 'theological.' For Aristotle, being could not be shared in generic fashion by other
natures. As a nature it had to be found not in various species but in a primary instance only. The
science specified by the primary nature was accordingly the one science that under the aspect of
being treated universally of whatever is: it dealt with being qua being.
  metaphysical oxford dictionary: T&T Clark Handbook of Colin Gunton Andrew Picard, Murray
Rae, Myk Habets, 2021-01-14 The T&T Clark Handbook of Colin Gunton is a theological companion
to the study of Gunton's theology, and a resource for thinking about Gunton's importance in modern
theology. Each of the essays brings Gunton's depth to a broad range of contemporary theological
concerns. The volume unveils cutting-edge Gunton scholarship for a new generation and at the same
time enables readers to see the timely significance of Gunton today. Each of the essays not only
introduces readers to key themes in the Gunton corpus, but also provides readers with fresh
interpretations that are fully conversant with the contemporary theological problems facing the
church. Designed as both a guide for students and a reference point for scholars, the companion
seeks both to outline the frameworks of key Gunton debates while at all times pushing forward fresh
interpretative strategies concerning his thought.
  metaphysical oxford dictionary: My Double Life 2 Nicholas Hagger, 2015-06-07 In My
Double Life 1 Nicholas Hagger told of his four years’ service and double life as an undercover British
intelligence agent during the Cold War (there revealed for the first time). Lost in a dark wood like
Dante following his encounters with Gaddafi’s Libya and the African liberation movements, he found
Reality on a ‘Mystic Way’ of loss, purgation and illumination, perceived the universe as a unity and
had 16 experiences of the metaphysical Light. In My Double Life 2 he continues the story. He
received new powers, coped with fresh ordeals, acquired three schools, renovated a historic house,
and had 76 further experiences of the metaphysical Light. He founded a new philosophy of
Universalism and new approaches to contemporary history, international statecraft and world
literature. He produced nearly 1,500 poems, over 300 classical odes, five verse plays, two poetic
epics, over a thousand short stories – and 40 books that include innovative literary, historical and
philosophical works. His vision of Universalism in seven disciplines is like a rainbow with seven
bands overarching seven hills. He produced nearly 1,500 poems, over 300 classical odes, five verse
plays, two poetic epics, over a thousand short stories – and 40 books that include innovative literary,
historical and philosophical works. His vision of Universalism in seven disciplines is like a rainbow
with seven bands overarching seven hills.
  metaphysical oxford dictionary: Learning from Six Philosophers, Volume 1 Jonathan
Bennett, 2001-02-22 Jonathan Bennett engages with the thought of six great thinkers of the early



modern period: Descartes, Spinoza, Leibniz, Locke, Berkeley, Hume. While not neglecting the
historical setting of each, his chief focus is on the words they wrote. What problem is being tackled?
How exactly is the solution meant to work? Does it succeed? If not, why not? What can we learn from
its success or its failure? These questions reflect Bennett's dedication to engaging with philosophy
as philosophy, not as museum exhibit, and they require a close and demanding attention to textual
details; these being two features that characterize all Bennett's work on early modern philosophy.
For newcomers to the early modern scene, this clearly written work is an excellent introduction to it.
Those already in the know can learn how to argue with the great philosophers of the past, treating
them as colleagues, antagonists, students, teachers. Volume 1: In this volume Jonathan Bennett
examines the views of Descartes, Spinoza, and Leibniz on matter and space, the foundations of
physics, atomism and alternatives to it, causation, knowledge of necessary truths, how mind relates
to body, the nature and significance of human desires, our perception of the material world, and
other topics. While exhibiting and celebrating the wonderful breadth, depth, and boldness of the
thinking of these philosophers, Bennett also tracks them into the details, where the life is, evaluating
their doctrines and arguments on their own merits and in relation to current philosophical problems
and interests.
  metaphysical oxford dictionary: Scripture, Metaphysics, and Poetry Robert MacSwain,
2016-04-01 This book offers a critical edition of arguably the greatest work of English theology in
the 20th century: Austin Farrer's Bampton Lectures published as The Glass of Vision in 1948. Farrer
was an interdisciplinary genius who made original contributions to philosophy, theology, and biblical
studies, as well as to our understanding of the role of imagination in human thought and Christian
doctrine. According to Farrer, the three primary themes of these lectures are 'scripture,
metaphysics, and poetry,' individually and in relation to each other. The lectures defend his famous
theory of divine revelation through images rather than propositions or events, a provocative account
of the place of metaphysical reasoning in theology, and a literary approach to the Biblical text that
was decades ahead of its time and is still controversial. The Glass of Vision has generated a rich and
interesting interdisciplinary conversation that has lasted for decades, starting with commentators
such as Helen Gardner and Frank Kermode. In addition to Farrer's full text, this critical edition also
contains an introduction to the significance and context of Farrer's thought, and a selection of
thirty-years' worth of commentary by leading British and European theologians and literary scholars:
David Brown, Ingolf Dalferth, Hans Haugh, Douglas Hedley, David Jasper, and Gerard Loughlin. Of
interest to literary and biblical scholars, theologians, and philosophers, this book holds particular
value for those exploring the nature of imagination in contemporary thought and scholarship.
  metaphysical oxford dictionary: The Metaphysical Basis of Ethics Consuelo Preti,
2021-12-09 This book remedies the absence in the history of analytic philosophy of a detailed
examination of G. E. Moore’s philosophical views as they developed between 1894 and 1902. This
period saw the inauguration of analytic philosophy through the work of Moore and Bertrand Russell.
Moore’s early views are examined in detail through unpublished archival material, including
surviving letters, diaries, notes of lectures attended, papers for Cambridge societies, and drafts of
early work, in order to revise the established view that the origin of analytic philosophy at
Cambridge was an abrupt split from F. H. Bradley’s Absolute Idealism. Traditional accounts of this
period have highlighted the anti-psychologism of Frege’s logic but have not explored the impact of
this movement more broadly. Anti-psychologism was a key feature of the work of Moore’s teachers
on the nature of the mind and its objects, in their interpretation of Kant, and in ethics. Moore’s
teachers G.F. Stout and James Ward were significant contributors to the late 19th century debates in
mental science and the developing new science of psychology. Henry Sidgwick’s criticisms of Kant
and Bradley and his leading work in ethics were key influences on Moore. Moore’s Trinity
Fellowship Dissertations are essential historical evidence of the development of Moore's new theory
of judgment, a theory whose defining role in the origins of analytic philosophy cannot be overstated.
Moore’s study of Kant in his dissertations ultimately formed the groundwork for his Principia Ethica
(1903), which evolved from ideas that manifested in Moore’s earliest Apostles’ papers, developed



through his dissertations, and were refined through his Elements of Ethics lectures (1898-99). This
monumental work of early twentieth century ethics is thus shown to be the culmination of Moore’s
early philosophical development.
  metaphysical oxford dictionary: Symbolic Forms as the Metaphysical Groundwork of the
Organon of the Cultural Sciences Israel Bar-Yehuda Idalovichi, 2014-10-16 This ambitious work
reclassifies and restructures the history of ideas and the philosophy of culture through a
wide-ranging and novel use of the idea of the organon. It does so by radically revising standard
interpretations and theories of all branches of philosophy, and by providing an intellectual and
philosophical foundation for the new organon of the cultural sciences. Furthermore, the seeded idea
that saw its growth in the form of this book is the unshakable conviction that the only way by which
a new apparatus of philosophy, an organon, could be created is by harking back to the vast sources
of imagination, inspiration and mimēsis. This entire study is based on the notion that metaphysics,
insofar as it is concerned with the world in its entirety and with human being’s existence and
thought, should provide the foundation for the organon of cultural sciences, based on symbolic
forms. Given that the colossal amount of information and knowledge of philosophy, arts, humanities,
logic, mathematics, social sciences and natural sciences cannot be comprised, analyzed and
comprehended per se, it is the organon’s objective to extract the main principles, ideas, postulates,
theorems and theories of the cultural sciences, and, subsequently, to shape and restructure them as
symbolic forms. Since all these principles are grounded on Becoming—which is not a stable or fixed
entity such as Being, substance or thing—the symbolic forms preserve and change, elevate and
further the organon of the cultural sciences, via a critical-dialectical process.
  metaphysical oxford dictionary: Spinoza's Metaphysics Yitzhak Y. Melamed, 2013-07-10 This
book offers a new and radical interpretation of the core of Spinoza's metaphysics. The first half of
the book, which concentrates on the metaphysics of substance, suggests a new reading of Spinoza's
key concepts of Substance and Mode, of Spinoza's pantheism and monism, and of his understanding
of causation. The second half addresses Spinoza's metaphysics of Thought and presents three bold
and interrelated theses on Spinoza's two doctrines of parallelism, on the multifaceted structure of
ideas, and on Spinoza's reasons for holding that we cannot know any attributes of God, or Nature,
other than Thought and Extension. Finally, the author shows that Spinoza assigns clear priority to
the attribute of Thought without embracing reductive idealism.
  metaphysical oxford dictionary: Approaches to Metaphysics William Sweet, 2006-02-28
Today, when systematic philosophy - and reason itself - are challenged both outside of and within
philosophy, is it still possible to do metaphysics? This volume provides a broad perspective on
contemporary approaches to the nature and the fundamental questions of metaphysics. Drawing on
scholars from continental Europe, Asia, Canada, the United States, and Great Britain, and
representing a variety of philosophical cultures and traditions, this volume surveys and extends work
in metaphysics and its implications for broader philosophical concerns (e.g., in ethics and social
philosophy, in mathematics and logic, and in epistemology). It also addresses such questions as the
role of history and historicity in undertaking metaphysics, the nature of metaphysics, the priority of
metaphysics over epistemology, and the challenges of empiricism and postmodernism.
  metaphysical oxford dictionary: Artificial Dispositions William A. Bauer, Anna Marmodoro,
2023-12-28 We inhabit a world not only full of natural dispositions independent of human design, but
also artificial dispositions created by our technological prowess. How do these dispositions, found in
automation, computation, and artificial intelligence applications, differ metaphysically from their
natural counterparts? This collection investigates artificial dispositions: what they are, the roles they
play in artificial systems, and how they impact our understanding of the nature of reality, the
structure of minds, and the ethics of emerging technologies. It is divided into four parts covering the
following interconnected themes: (i) Artificial and Natural Dispositions, (ii) Artificial Systems and
Their Dispositions, (iii) Agency, Mind, and Artificial Dispositions, and (iv) Artificial Moral
Dispositions. This is a groundbreaking and thought-provoking resource for any student or scholar of
philosophy of science, contemporary metaphysics, applied ethics, philosophy of mind, and



philosophy of technology.
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