
montessori classroom environment
montessori classroom environment is a carefully designed space that fosters
independence, exploration, and learning in young children. It emphasizes a
child-centered approach where the classroom serves as a prepared environment
tailored to the developmental needs of each student. The Montessori method
integrates specific materials, organized spaces, and clear routines to
support self-directed activity and collaborative play. This article explores
the essential components of a Montessori classroom environment, including its
physical layout, materials, teacher’s role, and the impact on child
development. Understanding these elements helps educators and parents
appreciate how this unique setting cultivates curiosity, concentration, and a
love of learning. The following sections provide a comprehensive overview of
the Montessori classroom environment’s features and benefits.

Key Principles of the Montessori Classroom Environment

Physical Layout and Design

Montessori Materials and Learning Tools

Role of the Teacher in the Environment

Impact on Child Development and Learning

Key Principles of the Montessori Classroom
Environment
The Montessori classroom environment is grounded in principles that
prioritize the child’s natural development and autonomy. These principles
guide the design and implementation of the learning space to support holistic
growth.

Child-Centered Learning
At the heart of the Montessori classroom environment is the focus on the
child as an active participant in their learning journey. The environment is
structured to allow children to choose activities that interest them,
fostering intrinsic motivation and engagement. This approach respects each
child’s pace and style of learning, encouraging independence and self-
discipline.



Prepared Environment
The concept of the prepared environment is fundamental, referring to a
classroom that is intentionally organized to promote exploration and
discovery. Every element—from furniture size to material placement—is
thoughtfully arranged to be accessible and inviting for children, enabling
them to navigate the space confidently and purposefully.

Respect for the Child
Respecting the child’s individuality and capabilities is a core principle
reflected in the environment. The classroom supports this by providing
opportunities for choice, movement, and collaboration, allowing children to
develop self-esteem and social skills within a nurturing setting.

Physical Layout and Design
The physical setup of a Montessori classroom environment is distinct and
carefully planned to maximize functionality and accessibility for young
learners.

Open and Organized Space
The classroom typically features an open floor plan with clearly defined
areas for different types of activities such as practical life, sensorial,
math, language, and cultural studies. This organization helps children
understand the purpose of each space and encourages purposeful movement and
transition between tasks.

Child-Sized Furniture
Furniture in the Montessori environment is appropriately scaled to the
child’s size, including low shelves, chairs, and tables. This design choice
empowers children to independently access materials and work comfortably
without adult assistance, promoting autonomy.

Natural Elements and Aesthetics
Natural light, neutral colors, and the use of natural materials like wood
contribute to a calm and inviting atmosphere. The environment avoids
overstimulation, allowing children to focus and feel at ease while engaging
with their surroundings.



Montessori Materials and Learning Tools
Specialized materials are a hallmark of the Montessori classroom environment,
designed to support hands-on, multisensory learning experiences.

Purposeful and Self-Correcting Materials
Montessori materials are crafted to teach specific concepts and skills, often
incorporating a control of error that allows children to recognize and
correct their mistakes independently. This encourages problem-solving and
critical thinking.

Categories of Materials
The materials are organized into distinct curricular areas:

Practical Life: Activities that develop fine motor skills, coordination,
and care of self and environment.

Sensorial: Tools that refine the five senses and help classify sensory
information.

Mathematics: Materials that introduce abstract math concepts through
concrete manipulation.

Language: Resources that foster reading, writing, and communication
skills.

Cultural Studies: Items that explore geography, science, history, and
the arts.

Material Accessibility and Presentation
Materials are displayed neatly on low shelves and rotated regularly to
maintain interest and relevance. Children are taught how to use each material
respectfully and responsibly, which supports independent learning and
concentration.

Role of the Teacher in the Environment
In the Montessori classroom environment, the teacher plays a unique and
pivotal role that differs significantly from traditional education models.



Guide and Facilitator
Rather than directing all learning activities, the Montessori teacher acts as
a guide who observes each child and introduces materials and lessons based on
individual readiness and interests. This approach fosters a supportive
atmosphere where children feel empowered to explore and learn autonomously.

Environment Preparation and Maintenance
Teachers are responsible for meticulously preparing and maintaining the
classroom environment. This includes arranging materials, ensuring a clean
and orderly space, and adapting the environment to meet the evolving needs of
the children throughout the year.

Encouraging Social Development
The teacher also facilitates social interaction and conflict resolution by
modeling respectful communication and guiding children in collaborative
activities. This role helps build a community atmosphere that promotes
empathy and cooperation.

Impact on Child Development and Learning
The Montessori classroom environment has a profound influence on various
aspects of child development, supporting cognitive, social, emotional, and
physical growth.

Enhanced Concentration and Focus
The structured yet flexible environment encourages sustained concentration.
Children engage deeply with materials and activities that interest them,
fostering a habit of focused attention that benefits lifelong learning.

Development of Independence and Responsibility
By enabling children to choose activities, manage their time, and care for
their environment, the Montessori classroom environment nurtures self-
reliance and a sense of responsibility. These skills contribute to greater
confidence and autonomy outside the classroom.

Social and Emotional Growth
The collaborative nature of the environment, combined with the teacher’s



guidance, supports positive social interactions and emotional regulation.
Children learn to respect others, work cooperatively, and develop empathy,
which are essential life skills.

Academic Achievement and Creativity
Montessori materials and methods promote deep understanding of academic
concepts through hands-on learning, which can lead to higher academic
achievement. Additionally, the freedom to explore and create encourages
innovative thinking and problem-solving abilities.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key characteristics of a Montessori
classroom environment?
A Montessori classroom environment is child-centered, prepared with
accessible materials, promotes independence, encourages hands-on learning,
and is organized into distinct areas such as practical life, sensory,
language, math, and cultural studies.

How does the Montessori classroom environment
support independent learning?
The Montessori environment supports independent learning by providing
materials that children can explore on their own, allowing them to choose
activities based on their interests, and fostering self-discipline and
concentration through a structured yet flexible setting.

Why is the physical layout important in a Montessori
classroom?
The physical layout is important because it creates an inviting and orderly
space where children can move freely, access materials easily, and engage in
activities without unnecessary distractions, promoting focus and autonomy.

How are Montessori classroom materials designed to
enhance learning?
Montessori materials are designed to be self-correcting, tactile, and
engaging, allowing children to learn concepts through hands-on experience,
exploration, and discovery, which helps develop critical thinking and
problem-solving skills.



What role does the teacher play in the Montessori
classroom environment?
In a Montessori classroom, the teacher acts as a guide or facilitator,
observing children, introducing materials when appropriate, and supporting
their individual learning paths rather than directing or controlling the
learning process.

How does the Montessori classroom environment
accommodate different learning paces and styles?
The environment allows children to work at their own pace and choose
activities that match their interests and developmental stages, thereby
respecting individual learning styles and fostering a personalized learning
experience.

Additional Resources
1. The Montessori Method
This classic book by Dr. Maria Montessori outlines the fundamental principles
of the Montessori educational approach. It explores the importance of a
prepared environment that encourages independence, freedom within limits, and
respect for a child’s natural psychological development. The book serves as a
foundational text for educators and parents interested in the Montessori
philosophy.

2. Montessori: The Science Behind the Genius
Written by Angeline Stoll Lillard, this book delves into the scientific
research that supports Montessori education. It explains how Montessori
classroom environments are designed to promote concentration, self-
discipline, and a love of learning. The author connects Montessori practices
with findings in developmental psychology and neuroscience.

3. The Absorbent Mind
Also by Maria Montessori, this book focuses on the early years of child
development and the role of the environment in nurturing a child’s mind.
Montessori discusses how children absorb information effortlessly from their
surroundings and how a carefully prepared classroom facilitates this natural
learning process. It provides deep insights into the sensitive periods of
development.

4. Montessori from the Start: The Child at Home, from Birth to Age Three
Written by Paula Polk Lillard and Lynn Lillard Jessen, this book offers
guidance on creating a Montessori-inspired environment for infants and
toddlers. It emphasizes the importance of a carefully arranged home and
classroom environment that supports early independence and exploration. The
book includes practical tips for parents and educators.



5. How to Raise an Amazing Child the Montessori Way
Tim Seldin’s book is a practical guide for parents and teachers on
implementing Montessori principles in everyday life. It discusses how to set
up a Montessori classroom environment that fosters curiosity, creativity, and
respect for others. The book includes step-by-step advice on organizing
materials and structuring activities.

6. Montessori Today: A Comprehensive Approach to Education from Birth to
Adulthood
Paula Polk Lillard provides an overview of the Montessori approach across
different age groups and settings. The book highlights the significance of
the prepared environment in supporting developmental stages and encourages
educators to create spaces that nurture independence and collaboration. It
also includes case studies and classroom examples.

7. The Secret of Childhood
In this insightful work, Maria Montessori explores the psychological
development of children and the environmental factors that influence it. She
emphasizes the classroom as a "child’s world" that must be thoughtfully
prepared to meet their developmental needs. The book stresses the importance
of order, beauty, and accessible materials in the learning environment.

8. Montessori Classroom Management: Creating a Place for Peace
This book by Maja Pitamic focuses on establishing a calm and orderly
environment that promotes peaceful interactions and self-regulation. It
offers strategies for arranging the classroom and implementing routines that
support children’s social and emotional development. The text is valuable for
educators seeking to harmonize the physical and social aspects of the
Montessori environment.

9. Teaching Montessori in the Home: Pre-School Years
Elizabeth G. Hainstock’s book is designed for parents and educators who want
to bring Montessori principles into the home setting. It provides detailed
guidance on setting up a Montessori-inspired environment that encourages
independence and hands-on learning. The book includes practical activities
and suggestions for organizing space and materials effectively.
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about understanding and aiding the child's natural process of growth and learning. The principles,
methods, and materials that Dr. Montessori pioneered over one-hundred years ago are not only
scientifically supported and researched, they are based on common sense. Understanding
Montessori: A Guide for Parents will help parents understand the stages of childhood growth and
learning and how Montessori education uniquely meets each child's learning needs. Understanding
Montessori draws on the author's twenty-five years of working with children to explain in simple
language what neuropsychologists are now finding that--children learn faster and more easily in a
properly prepared Montessori classroom than in traditional settings. Montessori classrooms all over
the world have proven that, when implemented faithfully, Dr. Maria Montessori's philosophy works
for children at all levels of ability and socio-economic circumstance. Montessori education offers an
unmatched complement of principles, methods and materials that develop a child's mind like no
other educational method. Understanding Montessori busts twelve major myths that prevent clear
understanding of what Montessori education is and is not. The underlying principles of Montessori
education are explained alongside children's developmental needs and how these two ideas create
the foundations of Montessori methods, techniques and learning communities. Two chapters of the
book provide in depth questionnaires for finding and assessing a quality Montessori school, along
with details for accessing downloadable copies of these questionnaires. Every group has their own
set of key words and Montessori educators are no exception. Chapter 10 explains basic childhood
development and Montessori terms with clear and easy to understand definitions. Three key ways to
assure your child's success are offered in Chapter 8, followed in the next chapter with ten ways that
we as parents benefit from considering a child's point of view. Understanding Montessori promises
to explain the basics of Montessori education so that you can make informed decisions about this
powerful learning method when a parent's time is in short supply. Montessori education may be the
most important choice you make for your child. Learn more by reading Understanding Montessori: A
Guide for Parents.
  montessori classroom environment: The Inclusive Classroom Ginger Kelley McKenzie,
Victoria S. Zascavage, Vanessa M. Rigaud, Crystal Dahlmeier, My Le N. Vo, 2021-05-13 The
Inclusive Classroom: Creating a Cherished Experience through Montessori brings together experts
in Montessori Education and Special Education for the 3- to 6-year-old child in Montessori school.
This book will be used by Montessori professionals in teacher training programs at the
undergraduate and graduate levels, by Montessori teachers in classrooms including public, private,
sectarian, and nonsectarian schools for classrooms ages 3 to 6, and by Montessori administrators in
all types of schools. The Montessori chapters (Introduction, Practical Life, Sensorial,
Math/Geometry, Language, and Conclusion) describe and include examples of how to modify or
re-present Montessori lessons for children with learning challenges. These lessons are supported by
the principles of Universal Design for Learning AND specific standards from the National
Association for the Education of Young Children.
  montessori classroom environment: The Effect of Music in a Montessori Classroom
Environment on Children's Attention, Concentration, Focus and Time on Task Alicia C. Rivers, 2007
  montessori classroom environment: Principles of Montessori Education Mr. Rohit
Manglik, 2023-03-23 In this book, we will study about the core principles such as independence,
hands-on learning, and self-directed activity in Montessori philosophy.
  montessori classroom environment: Montessori: A Modern Approach Paula Polk Lillard,
1988-10-30 Montessori: A Modern Approach has been called the single best book for anyone --
educator, childcare professional, and especially parent -- seeking answers to the questions: What is
the Montessori method? Are its revolutionary ideas about early childhood education relevant to
today's world? And most important, especially for today's dual-career couples. Is a Montessori
education right for my child? Paula Polk Lillard writes both as a trained educators and as a
concerned parent -- she has many years as a public school teacher, but it was her enthusiasm for the
education her own child experienced in a Montessori school that led her to become a leading voice
in the Montessori movement in this country. Her book offers the clearest and most concise



statement of the Montessori method of child development and education available today.
  montessori classroom environment: A Guide to the Montessori Method Ellen Yale
Stevens, 1913
  montessori classroom environment: Positive Discipline in the Montessori Classroom
Jane Nelsen, Chip DeLorenzo, 2021-06-15
  montessori classroom environment: Overcoming Inequalities in Schools and Learning
Communities: Innovative Education for a New Century Rocio Garcia-Carrion, Roseli Rodrigues
De Mello, Arnetha F. Ball, 2020-03-24 Educational inequalities have strongly impacted
disadvantaged and underservedpopulations such us indigenous, Roma, migrant children, students
with disabilities,and those affected by poverty. A wide array of research has contributed toexplaining
the mechanisms and effects of inequalities in the achievement patterns,dropout rates,
disengagement in the school experiences of children and youthtraditionally excluded. Research also
suggests the negative consequences for childdevelopment – including cognitive, language, and
social–emotional functioning – ofpoverty and lack of quality education in the early years.
Consequently, the currentunequal access to optimal learning environments for every single child to
succeedin education and to have a better life perpetuates the exclusion and neglects theright to
education for those minorities. This Research Topic aims at moving beyondcauses and shed light
upon effective solutions by providing successful pathways forintegration and inclusion of the
learners most heavily affected. Scholars worldwide are looking for successful actions with children,
youth, andcommunities of learners historically underserved to overcome educational andsocial
exclusion. These transformative approaches go beyond the deficit thinkingand are grounded in
theories, empirical evidence, and multidisciplinary interventionsoriented towards achieving social
impact, which refers to the extent to which thoseactions have contributed to improve a societal
challenge. The international networkof “Schools as Learning Communities” is advancing knowledge
on deepening andexpanding the impact of what has been defined as Successful Educational
Actions(SEAs); that is, those interventions that improve students’ achievement and socialcohesion
and inclusion in many diverse contexts, regardless the socioeconomic,national, and cultural
environment of schools. Drawing on the evidence generated by this network of researchers to
address the globalchallenge of inequality by studying educational actions oriented towards
achievingsocial impact and potentially transferrable to other contexts, this Research Topic aimsat
deepening on this approach. In short, our purpose is that the contributions includedin this Research
Topic contribute to reduce educational and social inequalities andespecially benefit those
populations most in need.
  montessori classroom environment: Child Psychology and Health Education Mr. Rohit
Manglik, 2023-03-23 In this book, we will study about the psychological development of children and
the importance of promoting physical and mental health.
  montessori classroom environment: Thinking Critically About Environments for Young
Children Lisa P. Kuh, 2014 Using a practice-based focus and a researcher lens, the contributors
consider the ways in which environments for children enhance or diminish educational experiences,
how social constructs about what is good for children influence environmental design, and what
practitioners can do in their own work when creating learning environments for young children.
There are copious examples from practice, lessons learned, and illustrations and photographs of key
aspects of the environments they discuss. Organized into three parts, this essential text addresses:
Aesthetics, politics, and space configurations in school environments for young children. Outdoor
spaces, beginning with intentionally designed playscapes, children’s gardens, and spontaneous
improvisational play venues. The role of environments outside school, including informal learning
environments that promote science knowledge, museum spaces, and virtual environments. “Through
rich examples and clear explanations of the historical, political, and aesthetic dimensions of design,
[Kuh and her colleagues] help us think critically about environments and provide theoretical and
practical tools to support our efforts.” —Benjamin Mardell, professor, Early Childhood Education,
Lesley University. “An enlightening book that gives educators new lenses for thinking about and



creating the kinds of places that can optimize children’s growth and learning, especially in this era
of standardization. Educators need this book!” —Nancy Carlsson-Paige, professor emerita, Lesley
University “For everyone who wants to take educational settings beyond minimal standards, this
collection is a thoughtful and inspiring guide.” —Louise Chawla, professor, Environmental Design
Program, University of Colorado, Boulder
  montessori classroom environment: The Palgrave Handbook of Educational Thinkers Brett A.
Geier, 2024-08-21 This handbook presents a durable, comprehensive, and up-to-date resource
covering the seminal thinkers in education of past and present. Each entry will capture the
professional background of a legendary thinker and presents their key insights, new thinking, and
major legacies to the field of education. Carefully brought together to present a balance of gender
and geographical contexts as well as areas of thought and work in the broad field of education, this
handbook provides a unique history and overview of figures who have shaped education and
educational thinking throughout the world.
  montessori classroom environment: The Inclusive Classroom Ginger Kelley McKenzie,
Victoria S. Zascavage, Vanessa M. Rigaud, Crystal Dahlmeier, My Le N. Vo, 2021-05-13 The
Inclusive Classroom: Creating a Cherished Experience through Montessori brings together experts
in Montessori Education and Special Education for the 3- to 6-year-old child in Montessori school.
This book will be used by Montessori professionals in teacher training programs at the
undergraduate and graduate levels, by Montessori teachers in classrooms including public, private,
sectarian, and nonsectarian schools for classrooms ages 3 to 6, and by Montessori administrators in
all types of schools. The Montessori chapters (Introduction, Practical Life, Sensorial,
Math/Geometry, Language, and Conclusion) describe and include examples of how to modify or
re-present Montessori lessons for children with learning challenges. These lessons are supported by
the principles of Universal Design for Learning AND specific standards from the National
Association for the Education of Young Children.
  montessori classroom environment: Unite or Perish Mammo Muchie, Vusi Gumede,
2015-03-26 This book is an outcome of the third conference in the successful 'Scramble for Africa'
International Conference series, now renamed the 'African Unity for Renaissance' International
Conference. The book provides an overview and contains profound analyses of the important issues
pertaining to African Unity and African Renaissance. The book is accessible to a wide variety of
readers, ranging from policy makers to researchers, from teachers to students, and for anyone
concerned with the further development of the African continent and Africa's renewal. The book
outlines the various issues that animate Africa's stand in the global political, socio-economic, cultural
and technological arenas. The chapters gathered in the book critically examine and evaluate the
burning questions and challenges with which Africa is grappling. This book is one of the vital texts
for understanding how Africa will manage to navigate the tumultuous waters of globalisation as
Africa has just recently emerged out of the horrors of slavery, colonialism, apartheid,
neo-colonialism and genocide, and is still wrestling with unceasing conflicts, popular unrest,
neo-imperialism, coloniality and mushrooming insurgency. The chapters provide a much-needed
insight into the issue of whether Africa has achieved genuine and meaningful independence after 50
years of the founding of the OAU and whether the baby-steps Africa has taken towards unity are
worth celebrating. The contributors highlight these and allied issues with a view to capture more
public attention in order to stimulate debate and usher in a new phase in the quest for African Unity
and Renaissance. The contributors are distinguished authors and established and emerging scholars
in their own domains. While a majority of the contributors are from the continent, distinguished
scholars from around the globe have joined their African fellows in dealing with the relevant issues
regarding Africa's place in an ever changing world.
  montessori classroom environment: The Inspired Child: A Modern Guide to Nurturing
Natural Learning in a Digital Age Pasquale De Marco, In an era defined by rapid technological
advancements and an ever-changing global landscape, The Inspired Child offers a timely and
essential guide to nurturing children who are curious, creative, and resilient. Drawing inspiration



from the Montessori Method and other innovative educational approaches, this book provides a
comprehensive roadmap for parents and educators to create an environment that fosters a lifelong
love of learning. Gone are the days when rote memorization and standardized testing were the sole
measures of a child's success. Today, we recognize the importance of nurturing the whole child,
cultivating their social, emotional, and intellectual development. The Inspired Child provides a
holistic approach to education, emphasizing the importance of play, hands-on experiences, and
real-world learning. In a world saturated with digital distractions, The Inspired Child offers guidance
on how to harness the benefits of technology while mitigating its potential risks. It provides practical
strategies for parents and educators to help children use technology as a tool for exploration,
discovery, and creativity. The Inspired Child is not just another parenting book; it is a call to action
for a new era of education. It challenges us to rethink our traditional notions of schooling and
embrace a more child-centered, holistic approach to learning. By fostering curiosity, creativity, and
a love of learning in our children, we are preparing them for a future filled with possibilities and
empowering them to make a positive impact on the world. This book is an invaluable resource for
parents, educators, and anyone who cares about the future of our children. It provides a wealth of
practical advice, inspiring stories, and thought-provoking insights to help create a world where
every child has the opportunity to reach their full potential and make a meaningful contribution to
society. The Inspired Child is a clarion call for a new era of education, one that is characterized by
curiosity, creativity, and a lifelong love of learning. It is a must-read for anyone who wants to help
children thrive in the 21st century and beyond. If you like this book, write a review!
  montessori classroom environment: How a Montessori Prepared Environment Builds
Executive Function in a Primary Classroom Koreen Thompson, 2018 Increasingly, research across
social science fields illustrates the positive impact of executive function and social competence skills
on academic and overall life achievement. Specifically, self-regulation skills are shown to produce
greater results academically and are beneficial to overall life achievement. Some research indicates
that a high fidelity Montessori environment; one that more strictly aligns with Maria Montessori's
approach produces better academic and social-competence results than Montessori schools with
supplemented curriculum or lower fidelity programs (Lillard, 2012). With consideration of the
critical nature of these findings, action research has been undertaken to explore and identify the
components of a prepared Montessori environment that promotes the development of executive
function skills. The intent of this study is to align with a high fidelity Montessori environment. This
study measures some executive function skills such as: Self-regulation, planning, and persistence
over a 6 week period following lessons in the Practical Life, Grace and Courtesy and Sensorial areas.
We gathered data through pre and post intervention observations and a parent survey and
questionnaire. We implemented interventions for the duration of a six week period. Observations
occurred 5 days a week during a 3 hour work period in a Montessori Primary classroom located in
rural Southwest Minnesota. The participant's ages ranged between 2-4 years and included four girls
and one boy. The study demonstrated that a Montessori prepared environment offers multi pronged
strategies to build executive function and pro-social behavior. Given the serious attention among the
social science fields to equip young children with self-regulation skills, this study demonstrates the
strength a Montessori education offers toward this end.
  montessori classroom environment: Resources in Education , 1996-07
  montessori classroom environment: Student-Friendly Teaching Approaches Asim Ari,
2022-02-21 Schools, which play a fundamental role in the reconstruction of society, have fulfilled
their tasks in different ways throughout history. In the last century, there have been great
transformations in schooling and teaching, which have led to the emergence of different teaching
approaches in different parts of the world. This volume introduces the reader to 10 different
teaching approaches: the Emmi Pikler Approach, Montessori Education, the Reggio Emilia
Approach, Sudbury Valley Schools, the Jenaplan Education Approach, Waldorf Pedagogy, Freinet
Education, the Dalton (Plan) Approach, Schools that Learn, and Democratic Schools. It will appeal
primarily to undergraduate and graduate students studying in the field of education, and to



researchers working in the field of educational sciences.
  montessori classroom environment: The Science of Homeschooling Kristy Crandall,
2023-04-01 There have been a lot of narratives spun about homeschooling over the years. Many of
them center around the inability of parents to effectively teach their children without some kind of
permanent emotional damage being done. However, studies on the subject do not support the
stories that have been told. This book is perhaps the first one ever to examine the research on
academic outcomes for students who are taught in public school versus at home. Written for new
and prospective homeschoolers based on questions from real parents, this book provides resources
to answer those hard questions, and empower parents to teach their own children in that is what
they feel called to do. This book also simplifies homeschooling in a way that makes it seem
manageable, and provides resources to help parents get started on their homeschool journey. This
book is not meant to be a deep-dive into the nitty gritty of what homeschooling can be, but opens the
door to the possibilities of what it has to offer, regardless of a family's unique situation. This book is
meant to be a quick-start guide for parents, so they can have confidence in their decisions and a
direction to go as they begin to figure out how to help their families thrive.
  montessori classroom environment: Optimizing Student Success in School with the
Other Three Rs Robert J. Sternberg, Rena F. Subotnik, 2006-06-01 The Other Three R’s model
began as an American Psychological Association (APA) initiative, sponsored by Robert J. Sternberg,
IBM Professor of Psychology and Education at Yale University and Past President of the APA. For
both this initiative and this edited volume, Sternberg assembled a diverse team of experts who
identified reasoning, resilience and responsibility as three learnable skills that, when taken together,
have great potential for increasing academic success. The authors of this volume present in detail
their evidence-based arguments for promoting TOTRs in schools as a way to optimize student
success.
  montessori classroom environment: Rethinking Field Experiences in Preservice Teacher
Preparation Etta R. Hollins, 2015-03-12 The focus of this book is the centrality of clinical
experiences in preparing teachers to work with students from diverse cultural, economic, and
experiential backgrounds. Organized around three themes—learning teaching through the
approximation and representation of practice, learning teaching situated in context, and assessing
and improving teacher preparation—Rethinking Field Experiences in Preservice Teacher
Preparation provides detailed descriptions of theoretically grounded, research-based practices in
programs that prepare preservice teachers to contextualize teaching practices in ways that result in
a positive impact on learning for traditionally underserved students. These practices serve current
demands for teacher accountability for student learning outcomes and model good practice for
engaging teacher educators in meaningful, productive dialogue and analysis geared to developing
local programs characterized by coherence, continuity, and consistency.
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