
mike mentzer bodybuilding

mike mentzer bodybuilding represents a revolutionary approach to muscle building that has
influenced countless athletes and fitness enthusiasts around the world. Known for his innovative
training philosophy, Mike Mentzer emphasized intensity over volume, advocating for shorter, more
focused workouts that deliver maximum results. His unique Heavy Duty training system challenged
conventional bodybuilding norms and introduced principles rooted in scientific reasoning and
efficiency. This article explores the life, philosophy, training methods, and legacy of Mike Mentzer
within the bodybuilding community. By understanding his contributions, readers can gain insight
into alternative training strategies that prioritize recovery and intensity. The following sections will
cover his biography, training philosophy, workout routines, nutrition approaches, and lasting impact
on the sport.
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Nutrition and Recovery in Mentzer's Approach

Mike Mentzer's Legacy in Bodybuilding

Biography of Mike Mentzer
Mike Mentzer was an American professional bodybuilder, author, and fitness philosopher who
gained prominence in the 1970s and 1980s. Born in 1951, Mentzer quickly rose through the ranks of
bodybuilding by showcasing a muscular, well-defined physique coupled with a unique approach to
training. He competed in major bodybuilding contests such as Mr. Olympia and Mr. Universe, where
his performances left a lasting impression on the sport. Beyond his competitive career, Mentzer was
an intellectual force who challenged traditional training dogmas and developed a scientifically
grounded methodology known as Heavy Duty training.

Early Life and Bodybuilding Career
Mentzer's interest in bodybuilding began during his teenage years, which led him to dedicate
himself to strength training and physique development. His competitive achievements included
winning the 1976 IFBB Mr. America and earning a high placement at the 1979 Mr. Olympia.
Mentzer's physique was marked by remarkable muscle density and symmetry, which he attributed to
his unique training principles. His career as a competitor was complemented by his work as a writer
and trainer, influencing a generation of bodybuilders.



Influence and Recognition
Mike Mentzer’s impact extended beyond competition; he became a respected author and lecturer,
advocating for evidence-based bodybuilding. His writings appeared in various fitness magazines, and
he published books detailing his Heavy Duty system. Despite facing criticism from traditionalists,
Mentzer’s methods gained a dedicated following. Today, he is remembered as a pioneer who
introduced a paradigm shift in strength training and bodybuilding methodology.

Mike Mentzer's Training Philosophy
At the core of mike mentzer bodybuilding lies a training philosophy that emphasizes quality over
quantity. Mentzer believed that excessive volume and frequency could hinder muscle growth by
impairing recovery. Instead, he advocated for brief, high-intensity workouts designed to stimulate
maximum muscle fiber recruitment in minimal time. His approach was grounded in the principle of
muscular failure and sufficient rest, ensuring optimal muscle repair and growth.

Principle of High-Intensity Training
Mentzer’s training philosophy revolved around the concept of High-Intensity Training (HIT), which
involves performing each set to absolute muscular failure. This means working the muscle until it is
physically unable to complete another repetition with proper form. Mentzer argued that this
approach generates the necessary stimulus for muscle hypertrophy without the risk of overtraining
common in high-volume routines.

Recovery and Overtraining
One of the most distinctive aspects of Mentzer’s philosophy is the emphasis on recovery. He
proposed that overtraining is a major limiting factor in bodybuilding progress and that muscles need
ample time to recover between workouts. According to Mentzer, training sessions should be spaced
adequately, sometimes allowing several days to weeks between workouts targeting the same muscle
group. This focus on recovery helps prevent burnout and promotes sustained growth.

Heavy Duty Training System
The Heavy Duty training system is the practical application of Mike Mentzer’s bodybuilding
principles. It is characterized by extremely brief, infrequent, and intense training sessions aimed at
eliciting maximal muscular adaptation. Heavy Duty is often contrasted with traditional bodybuilding
routines that emphasize multiple sets and high weekly training frequency.

Key Components of Heavy Duty Training
Heavy Duty training utilizes several key components to maximize effectiveness:

Brief Workouts: Sessions often last less than 30 minutes, focusing on a handful of exercises.



Low Volume: Typically, only one or two sets per exercise are performed.

High Intensity: Sets are executed to momentary muscular failure, pushing the muscle to its
limit.

Infrequent Training: Extended rest periods between workouts allow for full recovery.

Progressive Overload: Consistently increasing resistance or intensity over time to promote
growth.

Sample Heavy Duty Workout Routine
A typical Heavy Duty workout might include exercises targeting major muscle groups such as the
chest, back, legs, and arms. Each exercise is performed with maximum effort, often using controlled
tempos and strict form to optimize muscle tension. For example, a workout could consist of:

Leg Press: 1 set to failure1.

Bench Press: 1 set to failure2.

Lat Pulldown: 1 set to failure3.

Overhead Press: 1 set to failure4.

Bicep Curl: 1 set to failure5.

Tricep Extension: 1 set to failure6.

Following the workout, several days of rest are typically observed before the next session.

Nutrition and Recovery in Mentzer's Approach
Mike Mentzer bodybuilding is not solely about training intensity; nutrition and recovery are integral
to his philosophy. He recognized that muscle growth requires adequate fuel and recovery time to
repair the microtrauma induced by intense workouts.

Nutrition Principles
Mentzer emphasized a balanced diet rich in proteins, carbohydrates, and healthy fats to support
muscle repair and energy needs. Protein intake was particularly important to provide the amino
acids necessary for muscle synthesis. He also advocated for moderation in calorie consumption,
avoiding excessive eating that could lead to unwanted fat gain. Supplements were viewed as
secondary to a solid dietary foundation.



Rest and Sleep
Rest was a cornerstone of Mentzer’s training model. He stressed the importance of getting sufficient
sleep and avoiding unnecessary physical or mental stress that could impede recovery. Mentzer’s
belief was that muscles grow outside the gym during periods of rest, making recovery as crucial as
the workout itself. This holistic approach ensures sustained progress and reduces the risk of injury
or overtraining.

Mike Mentzer's Legacy in Bodybuilding
Mike Mentzer’s contributions to bodybuilding have left a lasting legacy that continues to influence
training methodologies today. His Heavy Duty system challenged conventional wisdom and
demonstrated that effective muscle growth could be achieved with less time and effort if workouts
are properly designed and executed.

Influence on Modern Training
Many contemporary strength coaches and bodybuilders have incorporated elements of Mentzer’s
principles into their programs, particularly the focus on intensity and recovery. High-Intensity
Training (HIT) remains a respected approach, especially for those seeking efficient workouts without
sacrificing results. Mentzer’s advocacy for scientific rigor in training has also inspired ongoing
research and innovation in exercise science.

Criticism and Controversy
While Mentzer’s methods have passionate supporters, they have also faced criticism for being too
extreme or impractical for certain individuals. Some argue that the low volume and infrequent
sessions may not provide enough stimulus for all trainees. Nonetheless, his philosophy opened
dialogue about the importance of individualized training and recovery strategies, adding valuable
diversity to bodybuilding approaches.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Mike Mentzer in the world of bodybuilding?
Mike Mentzer was a professional bodybuilder known for his advocacy of high-intensity training and
his impressive muscular development during the 1970s and 1980s.

What is Mike Mentzer's Heavy Duty training system?
Mike Mentzer's Heavy Duty training system is a high-intensity, low-volume workout approach that
emphasizes brief, infrequent, and intense workouts to maximize muscle growth and recovery.



How did Mike Mentzer's training philosophy differ from
traditional bodybuilding routines?
Unlike traditional high-volume bodybuilding routines, Mike Mentzer promoted very short, intense
workouts with fewer sets and exercises, focusing on quality and recovery rather than quantity.

What were some of Mike Mentzer's major bodybuilding
achievements?
Mike Mentzer won the 1976 IFBB Mr. America and the 1978 IFBB Mr. Universe titles, and he is also
known for his runner-up finish at the 1979 Mr. Olympia competition.

Is Mike Mentzer's Heavy Duty training effective for modern
bodybuilders?
Many bodybuilders and fitness enthusiasts find Mike Mentzer's Heavy Duty training effective,
especially for those seeking efficient workouts and improved recovery, though it may not suit
everyone.

Where can I learn more about Mike Mentzer's training
methods?
You can learn more about Mike Mentzer's training methods through his books like 'Heavy Duty' and
various online resources, including videos, articles, and forums dedicated to his philosophy.

Additional Resources
1. Heavy Duty: Mike Mentzer's Revolutionary High-Intensity Training
This book introduces Mike Mentzer's Heavy Duty training philosophy, which emphasizes brief,
intense workouts with ample rest for maximum muscle growth. Mentzer challenges conventional
high-volume training methods, advocating for quality over quantity. The book includes detailed
workout routines and nutritional advice tailored for serious bodybuilders.

2. Mike Mentzer’s High-Intensity Training: The Mentzer Method
In this comprehensive guide, Mentzer explains the scientific principles behind his high-intensity
training system. Readers learn how to optimize workout frequency, intensity, and recovery to
achieve superior muscle gains. The book also addresses common training myths and provides
practical tips for avoiding injury.

3. The Wisdom of Mike Mentzer: Bodybuilding Philosophy and Training Secrets
This collection delves into the philosophical approach Mentzer took toward bodybuilding and fitness.
It explores his views on motivation, discipline, and mental focus, alongside his training
methodologies. The book serves as both an inspirational and instructional resource for athletes
aiming to push their limits.

4. Beyond Heavy Duty: Advanced Techniques by Mike Mentzer
Designed for experienced lifters, this book expands on the Heavy Duty principles with advanced



training techniques. Mentzer discusses periodization, intensity variations, and recovery optimization
to break through plateaus. The text is rich with case studies and testimonials from successful
trainees.

5. Mike Mentzer’s Philosophy of Muscle Growth
This title focuses on the scientific and philosophical underpinnings of Mentzer’s approach to
hypertrophy. It outlines the importance of muscle recovery, the role of genetics, and the
psychological aspects of training. The book encourages readers to develop a personalized workout
plan based on Mentzer’s insights.

6. High-Intensity Training for Beginners: Mike Mentzer’s Starter Guide
Aimed at newcomers to bodybuilding, this guide simplifies Mentzer’s high-intensity training
concepts for easy understanding. It provides step-by-step instructions on performing exercises
correctly and safely, along with sample beginner routines. Nutritional basics and recovery tips are
also covered to support overall progress.

7. The Mike Mentzer Training Log: Tracking Progress with Heavy Duty
This practical workbook helps athletes document their workouts, monitor progress, and adjust
training variables according to Mentzer’s Heavy Duty system. It includes templates for logging sets,
reps, intensity, and rest periods. The log encourages consistent reflection and data-driven
improvements.

8. Mike Mentzer vs. Conventional Bodybuilding: A Comparative Analysis
This book contrasts Mentzer’s high-intensity training methods with traditional bodybuilding
routines. It evaluates the pros and cons of each approach, supported by scientific research and
athlete experiences. Readers gain a clearer understanding of how Mentzer’s strategy can fit into or
replace standard training programs.

9. Mike Mentzer’s Legacy: Influencing Modern Bodybuilding
Exploring Mentzer’s lasting impact on the fitness industry, this book highlights how his training
philosophy has inspired contemporary athletes and trainers. It includes interviews, historical
context, and analysis of how Heavy Duty principles are integrated into modern workout regimes. The
book honors Mentzer’s contributions to bodybuilding science and culture.
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colleague John Little reveals Mentzer's most powerful lessons and workout plans, including: The
importance of working to failure Techniques for pushing past mental and physical plateaus How
overtraining impedes progress A complete advanced Heavy Duty training system The workout that
worked like magic for Mr. Universe himself More than an instruction manual, this thorough
compendium brings together a lifetime of insights, training truths, and personal philosophies from
one of the greatest bodybuilders of all time.
  mike mentzer bodybuilding: Mike Mentzer's Heavy Duty Training and High Intensity
Training (HIT) Mick Southerland, 2023-12-18 Mike Mentzer's Heavy Duty Training and High
Intensity Training (HIT) is a comprehensive exploration of one of the most influential training
philosophies in bodybuilding. Authored by renowned fitness experts, this book delves into the
principles and practices of Mike Mentzer, the legendary bodybuilder and architect of the Heavy Duty
training method. This insightful volume begins with a detailed overview of Mentzer's life, tracing his
journey from a passionate bodybuilder to an iconic figure in the fitness industry. It provides a deep
understanding of his philosophical foundation, emphasizing the importance of high intensity over
volume in workouts. The book meticulously outlines the principles of Mentzer's training approach,
focusing on the role of intensity, progressive overload, and the often-overlooked aspect of recovery
in muscle growth. Structured to cater to practitioners of all levels, the book offers specific workout
splits and routines for beginners, intermediates, and advanced bodybuilders. Each section presents
detailed day-by-day workout plans, including exercises, sets, reps, and guidance on execution. For
advanced practitioners, the book introduces more intensive techniques, such as drop sets and
rest-pause, demonstrating how to push muscles beyond their limits. The book also addresses critical
aspects of avoiding overtraining, emphasizing the importance of rest and recovery, in line with
Mentzer's teachings. It acknowledges the role of cardio and flexibility, offering advice on balancing
these with weight training. The final chapters encourage readers to adapt and experiment with these
principles, ensuring their relevance in today's fitness landscape. Mike Mentzer's Heavy Duty
Training and High Intensity Training (HIT) is more than just a book; it's a tribute to a legendary
figure and a testament to a training philosophy that has shaped the world of bodybuilding.
  mike mentzer bodybuilding: High-Intensity Training the Mike Mentzer Way Mike
Mentzer, John R. Little, 2003-01-03 A PAPERBACK ORIGINAL High-intensity bodybuilding advice
from the first man to win a perfect score in the Mr. Universe competition This one-of-a-kind book
profiles the high-intensity training (HIT) techniques pioneered by the late Mike Mentzer, the
legendary bodybuilder, leading trainer, and renowned bodybuilding consultant. His highly effective,
proven approach enables bodybuilders to get results--and win competitions--by doing shorter, less
frequent workouts each week. Extremely time-efficient, HIT sessions require roughly 40 minutes per
week of training--as compared with the lengthy workout sessions many bodybuilders would expect to
put in daily. In addition to sharing Mentzer's workout and training techniques, featured here is
fascinating biographical information and striking photos of the world-class bodybuilder--taken by
noted professional bodybuilding photographers--that will inspire and instruct serious bodybuilders
and weight lifters everywhere.
  mike mentzer bodybuilding: Wisdom of Mike Mentzer John Little, Joanne Sharkey, 2005-09
  mike mentzer bodybuilding: The Mike Mentzer Method Fitness Research Publishing,
2023-12-06 The Mike Mentzer Method offers an in-depth exploration of the revolutionary
High-Intensity Training (HIT) approach pioneered by the legendary bodybuilder Mike Mentzer. This
book meticulously outlines the core principles of HIT, contrasting them with traditional training
methods to highlight their effectiveness in muscle growth and strength gains. It delves into the
specifics of Mentzer's training regimen, including training to failure, the importance of recovery, and
the psychological aspects of bodybuilding. The book is not just a training guide but a comprehensive
look at Mentzer's philosophy, offering practical advice and inspiration for bodybuilders and fitness
enthusiasts seeking efficient and results-driven workouts. This Guide Includes: Introduction to Mike
Mentzer: Explores his background and the development of his training philosophy. HIT vs
Traditional Training: A detailed comparison of Mentzer's High-Intensity Training with conventional



bodybuilding methods. Principles of HIT: Breaks down the key components of High-Intensity
Training. Training to Failure: Discusses the technique and importance of pushing muscles to their
limits. Recovery and Growth: Emphasizes the role of rest in muscle development. Mentzer's
Nutritional Approach: Details his dietary recommendations for bodybuilders. Mindset and
Philosophy: Explores Mentzer's philosophical approach to bodybuilding and life. Implementing the
Mentzer Method: Practical guidance on applying his methods to your routine.
  mike mentzer bodybuilding: Mike Mentzer's Spot Bodybuilding Mike Mentzer, Ardy
Friedberg, 1983
  mike mentzer bodybuilding: Mike Mentzer MATTHEW. R. ORCUTT, 2025-01-19 Mike
Mentzer was more than a champion bodybuilder-he was a revolutionary thinker who redefined the
science and philosophy of physical and mental discipline. In Mike Mentzer: The Philosopher of
Bodybuilding, explore the fascinating life and groundbreaking theories of the man who transformed
bodybuilding from brute strength into a cerebral art form. From his meteoric rise to fame as the first
bodybuilder to achieve a perfect score in the Mr. Universe competition to his controversial battles
with the establishment, Mentzer was never afraid to challenge tradition. His pioneering Heavy Duty
training system defied conventional wisdom, advocating shorter, more intense workouts paired with
recovery-focused lifestyles. Combining science, logic, and an unrelenting commitment to
self-improvement, Mentzer's approach empowered bodybuilders to train smarter-not just harder. But
Mentzer's impact extended beyond the gym. Drawing inspiration from philosophy and figures like
Ayn Rand, he viewed bodybuilding as a reflection of human potential and individualism. His ideas on
self-discipline, critical thinking, and rational living inspired countless fans to pursue greatness not
only in fitness but in every aspect of life. This in-depth biography weaves together stories from
Mentzer's life, his most influential training principles, and his philosophical musings, revealing a
complex and brilliant individual who reshaped the world of bodybuilding forever. Packed with
personal anecdotes, expert insights, and Mentzer's most memorable lessons, this book is a
must-read for fitness enthusiasts, philosophers, and anyone seeking the courage to challenge the
status quo. Whether you're a seasoned bodybuilder, a student of philosophy, or someone striving for
personal transformation, Mike Mentzer: The Philosopher of Bodybuilding will inspire you to unlock
your fullest potential-mentally and physically.
  mike mentzer bodybuilding: Mike Mentzer and Me Paul Becker, 2023-11-03 Introducing
The New Mike Mentzer High Intensity Training Book... Who am I? My name is Paul Becker I am a
natural competitive bodybuilder, I was a student and personal training client of Mike Mentzer. I am
a personal trainer and bodybuilding consultant who specializes in high intensity training for natural
bodybuilders. Why I wrote this book? Mike Mentzer was the one who introduced me to High
Intensity Training, he became my idol and my mentor. And that's why this book is dedicated to Mike
Mentzer, for his influence on me and on bodybuilding in general. If you want to make the best
progress with High Intensity Training you can't just follow a routine you found online, you need to
fully understand the theory and practice of it so you can make any necessary adjustments so that it
will actually work for you. I wrote this book to share with you everything I learned over the past 45
years, what works, what doesn't and how to tailor High Intensity Training for your own unique body,
exercise tolerance and recovery ability. Here's what I cover in my book... My Journal covering 45
years of Heavy Duty training. My story of training in the gym with Mike Mentzer. High Intensity
Training from rank beginner to super advanced. Mike Mentzer's best workout routines. My most
productive training programs. Body part specialization including Heavy Duty arms, chest, back,
shoulders and legs. The best High Intensity techniques. High frequency training to bring up lagging
body parts fast. The program I used to literally build muscles in minutes a day. Heavy Duty nutrition
and diet. Natural bodybuilding competition preparation training and diet. Developing both the mind
and body. And much more!
  mike mentzer bodybuilding: Mike Mentzer's High Intensity Training Mick Southerland,
2024-01-05 Dive into Mike Mentzer's High Intensity Training, a holistic guide that transcends typical
workout manuals by integrating fitness principles into every aspect of your life. This book, grounded



in Mike Mentzer's innovative approach to High Intensity Training (HIT) and the Heavy Duty
program, places a strong emphasis on the importance of nutrition, reflecting Mentzer's belief in the
synergy between diet and exercise for fitness success. Inside, you'll discover a detailed nutrition
plan that perfectly complements your training regimen, highlighting the interplay between diet and
physical activity. But this guide goes beyond nutrition and exercise. It encourages a comprehensive
view of well-being, incorporating elements of stress management, active recovery, and daily
practices in line with HIT philosophies. Learn about the transformative impact of consistency in your
routines, adapt exercises to align with your fitness objectives, and gain deep insights into advanced
HIT techniques, all informed by Mentzer’s expertise. Mike Mentzer's High Intensity Training is more
than just a physical transformation manual; it's a framework for cultivating mental strength,
fostering a resilient mindset, and rejuvenating your spirit. Suitable for both fitness veterans and
newcomers, this book is an indispensable resource for a complete HIT approach, paving the way to
wellness both in and outside the gym. Embark on an enlightening journey into High Intensity
Training and explore its extensive influence on your overall health and well-being.
  mike mentzer bodybuilding: Mike Mentzer John Little, 2025-05-20 Bodybuilding’s foremost
nonconformist and strikingly handsome intellectual, Mike Mentzer, rose to the top of his sport
despite opposition from industry insiders like rival Schwarzenegger. Written by his close friend of
two decades, Mike Mentzer: American Odysseus chronicles Mentzer’s journey in a fiercely
competitive world to become one of the most iconic bodybuilders of all time. REBEL.
PHILOSOPHER. BODYBUILDING ICON. Mike Mentzer was a strikingly handsome man with a
brilliant mind and a “perfect” physique — the first bodybuilder to receive a perfect score in both
amateur and professional competitions. In the late ’70s, Mentzer rose to the very top of his sport
(despite the efforts made by industry power brokers, such as Arnold Schwarzenegger), was featured
in GQ magazine, and profiled on national television. But he was also a man who wrestled with
mental illness his entire life and ended up living on the streets and being sent to prison. Just when it
seemed his career was over, he found it within himself to reboot his intellect and revolutionize
bodybuilding training, arguing bodybuilders should not forsake their mental development in favor of
developing their bodies. He became a pariah in the fitness industry (which only cared about selling
supplements and other products) but a hero to legions of fans who earnestly sought truth. Mike
Mentzer: American Odysseus is the first biography of Mike Mentzer to appear in North America
written by his close friend of 21 years, John Little, “one of the leading fitness researchers in North
America” (Iron Man magazine). Drawing upon audio recordings, letters, diary excerpts, as well as
interviews with those closest to him, this is the true story of one man who stood up to an entire
industry — and paid the ultimate price.
  mike mentzer bodybuilding: Mike Mentzer Fitness Research Publishing, 2024-03-17 Discover
the profound insights and philosophies of legendary bodybuilder and fitness guru, Mike Mentzer, in
Mike Mentzer: In His Own Words. This compelling book compiles transcriptions from Mentzer's
talks and interviews, offering readers a direct and unfiltered view into his thoughts on bodybuilding,
fitness, and life. Delve into Mentzer's revolutionary approach to training, including his principles of
high-intensity training, and gain valuable wisdom on how to achieve optimal physical fitness.
Through candid conversations, Mentzer shares his unique perspectives on topics such as steroid use,
aerobic exercise, and the importance of proper recovery. With authenticity and candor, Mike
Mentzer: In His Own Words provides readers with a deeper understanding of Mentzer's philosophy
and legacy. Whether you're a bodybuilding enthusiast, fitness aficionado, or simply seeking
inspiration for your own fitness journey, this book offers invaluable insights that will resonate with
readers of all backgrounds.
  mike mentzer bodybuilding: Mike Mentzer's High Intensity Training Program Mike
Mentzer, 1997-12-01 Mentzer has packed 25 years of bodybuilding experience, training, serious
study and contemplative thought into these lectures. Mike Mentzer's High Intensity Training
Program covers: The Logical Path to Successful Bodybuilding, Fundamentals of Muscular
Development, Bodybuilders Nutrition, Training Methods and more.



  mike mentzer bodybuilding: The Ultimate Power Michael Grigsby, 2023-10-22 Heavy Duty
Training is a revolutionary approach to weightlifting and bodybuilding developed by the legendary
bodybuilder Mike Mentzer. It is a high-intensity, low-volume training method that focuses on
maximizing muscle growth and strength gains through brief, intense workouts.
  mike mentzer bodybuilding: Mike Mentzer's Complete Book of Weight Training Mike
Mentzer, Ardy Friedberg, 1983-01-01 Acronyms and abbreviations used by the British, American,
German and Soviet military.
  mike mentzer bodybuilding: DR HIT's Ultimate Bodybuilding Guide: Arms David Groscup,
2012-12-05 This guide uses techniques like forced reps,negative-accentuated,super
contractions,specialized holds,partial reps,confusion training,and much more, to give the beginning
bodybuilder as well as the advanced bodybuilding enthusiast alike the most practical,
scientifically-based method to build award-winning arms quickly! The author introduces the reader
to such concepts like: The proper way to use HIT variables Cycling your training intensity to
experience continued growth How to shock your arms to new growth after hitting a sticking point
Using confusion training to prevent sticking points The difference between strength and size gains
and the proper way to train for both Why HIT is the best way to build your arms fast Much, much
more!
  mike mentzer bodybuilding: The Time-Saver's Workout John Little, 2019-04-09 There is
something terribly wrong with the state of exercise as we know it presently. Sales of treadmills,
running shoes, gym memberships, and yoga classes are at an all-time high, but so too are our
national levels of obesity and type II diabetes. Ever since the 1960s the exercising public has been
told to stretch for flexibility and to perform low-intensity steady-state aerobic exercise for their
cardiovascular systems and some form of resistance training to keep their muscles strong. With
regard to diet, they have been told to restrict or omit macronutrients such as fats and carbohydrates
and lots of other advice with regard to calorie-counting. Could it be that this information, however
well intended, was mistaken? And is it really necessary to devote so much time to the pursuit?
Fitness researcher and pioneer John Little has spent more than twelve years researching the actual
science underpinning our most prevalent beliefs about exercise and has come away from the
enterprise convinced that we need an entirely new paradigm, one that would involve reliance on
briefer workouts. He presents this revolutionary new approach in The Time-Saver's Workout. Among
the fascinating revelations presented in this book: • Certain types of exercise can actually make you
less healthy and fatter. • Taking large doses of food supplements might actually shorten your life
and put you at greater risk for disease. • Stretching to become more flexible or to recover quicker
from injury has been found to do neither of these things. • Resistance training, once considered to
be the weak sister of exercise, is now looking like the best form of exercise one should engage in.
The new protocols that Little exposes offer a far safer alternative for those looking to become
stronger, fitter, and healthier without spending their lives in the gym.
  mike mentzer bodybuilding: Bodybuilding, Drugs and Risk Lee Monaghan, 2002-01-04
Current popular interest in bodies, fitness, sport and active lifestyles, has made bodybuilding more
visible and acceptable within mainstream society than ever before. However, the association
between bodybuilding, drugs and risk has contributed to a negative image of an activity which many
people find puzzling. Using data obtained from participant observation and interviews, this book
explores bodybuilding subculture from the perspective of the bodybuilder. It looks at: * How
bodybuilders try to maintain competent social identities * How they manage the risks of using
steroids and other physique-enhancing drugs * How they understand the alleged steroid-violence
link * How they 'see' the muscular body. Through systematic exploration it becomes apparent that
previous attempts to explain bodybuilding in terms of 'masculinity-in-crisis' or gender insecurity are
open to question. Different and valuable insights into what sustains and legitimizes potentially
dangerous drug-taking activities are provided by this detailed picture of a huge underground
subculture.
  mike mentzer bodybuilding: The Max Golf Workout John Little, 2011-02-15 The first book on



golf fitness to provide a complete weight training program specifically targeting the muscles used in
the golf swing. For years, strength training was dismissed as an unimportant consideration in
improving the golfer's game. But now that more and more professional and amateur golfers have
turned to strength training with outstanding results, we know that working out is an absolutely
critical factor in boosting golfers' health, fitness, and performance. In The Max Golf Workout, John
Little, founder of Max Contraction Training, offers a training schedule specific to the fitness needs of
the golfer. Its exercises specially target the muscles used in the golf swing to help increase power,
flexibility, and muscle endurance. Complete with 150 color photographs and a special chapter on
nutrition, The Max Golf Workout is sure to help golfers get stronger, hit the ball farther, and play
longer—at their best—without fatiguing. 150 color photographs. Skyhorse Publishing, as well as our
Sports Publishing imprint, is proud to publish a broad range of books for readers interested in
sports—books about baseball, pro football, college football, pro and college basketball, hockey, or
soccer, we have a book about your sport or your team. In addition to books on popular team sports,
we also publish books for a wide variety of athletes and sports enthusiasts, including books on
running, cycling, horseback riding, swimming, tennis, martial arts, golf, camping, hiking, aviation,
boating, and so much more. While not every title we publish becomes a New York Times bestseller
or a national bestseller, we are committed to publishing books on subjects that are sometimes
overlooked by other publishers and to authors whose work might not otherwise find a home.
  mike mentzer bodybuilding: Successful Bodybuilding with Machines David Groscup,
2014-02-23 Finally a book that outlines how to be successful using weight machines for
bodybuilding! Best-selling author David Groscup has written a comprehensive book on the history
and mechanics of weight machines, the pros and cons of using machines, different training programs
designed to take advantage of weight machines capabilities to build muscle and strength using
cutting-edge techniques like Rolling Static Partials, Super-X Contractions, Superslow and
Pre-exhaust. Learn from an expert that has been training with HIT, high intensity bodybuilding
training for over 35 years. Find out how to lose weight and increase muscle in as little as 15 minutes
using specialized circuit training and much more!
  mike mentzer bodybuilding: Natural Bodybuilding John Hansen, 2005 Get better and
bigger results without using illicit or unhealthy drugs! This book includes detailed programs and
workouts, specific techniques for particular lifts, proven dietary guidelines, a week-long
pre-competition plan, and true inspirational success stories to help readers reach their fitness
potential.
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