loomis method side view

loomis method side view is a crucial aspect of Andrew Loomis’s drawing technique, focusing on
accurately depicting the human head from a profile perspective. This method provides artists with a
structured approach to understanding the proportions and planes of the head when viewed from the
side. Mastering the Loomis method side view allows for improved consistency and realism in
portraiture and figure drawing. The technique breaks down the complex anatomy of the head into
manageable shapes and angles, facilitating both beginners and advanced artists in creating lifelike
side views. This article delves into the fundamental principles of the Loomis method side view, its
step-by-step construction, common challenges, and practical applications in various artistic
disciplines. Understanding these elements will enhance your ability to capture the human form
dynamically and accurately. Below is a comprehensive overview of the topics covered.

e Fundamentals of the Loomis Method Side View
 Step-by-Step Construction Process

e Key Proportions and Landmarks

e Common Challenges and Solutions

 Applications in Artistic Practice

Fundamentals of the Loomis Method Side View

The Loomis method side view is grounded in simplifying the human head into basic geometric
shapes and planes, allowing for precise proportioning and alignment. Andrew Loomis developed this
technique to help artists visualize the head three-dimensionally, even without a live model. The side
view emphasizes the profile’s unique characteristics, such as the forehead slope, nasal bridge,
jawline, and the back of the skull.

Basic Geometric Shapes

In the Loomis method side view, the head starts as a sphere representing the cranium, combined
with a jaw shape to form the complete skull. These shapes are essential for establishing the volume
and orientation of the head in space. The sphere is divided into sections to map out facial features
and planes accurately.

Understanding Planes of the Head

The method breaks the head into distinct planes, such as the forehead, cheekbones, and jawline,
which are crucial for shading and anatomical accuracy. Recognizing these planes helps artists depict



the three-dimensional structure and light interaction on the face from the side perspective.

Step-by-Step Construction Process

Constructing the Loomis method side view involves several clear stages, each building upon the
previous to ensure accuracy. This systematic approach is designed to maintain correct proportions
and spatial relationships between facial features.

Step 1: Drawing the Basic Sphere

Begin by sketching a circle representing the cranium. This sphere serves as the foundational shape
for the head’s mass and volume. Mark the centerline and the brow line to guide the facial features’
placement.

Step 2: Adding the Jaw and Chin

Extend downward from the sphere to create the jawline and chin. The jaw shape is typically a
trapezoidal form attached to the sphere’s lower front, defining the profile's lower half.

Step 3: Marking Facial Feature Guidelines

Draw lines to indicate the brow ridge, nose base, lips, and chin levels. These horizontal guides
ensure proportional spacing and alignment of features along the vertical axis.

Step 4: Sketching the Nose and Mouth

Using the guidelines, construct the nose’s profile, paying attention to the bridge’s angle and nostril
placement. The mouth is positioned above the chin line, with the lips’ curvature following the jaw’s
contour.

Step 5: Defining the Eye Socket and Ear

The eye is placed along the brow line, with the eye socket’s shape defined by the forehead and
cheekbones. The ear aligns roughly between the brow line and the base of the nose, shaped
according to the skull’s side anatomy.

Step 6: Finalizing the Outline and Features

Refine the contours of the head, smoothing transitions between planes and emphasizing key
anatomical landmarks. Adjust proportions as necessary to achieve a natural and balanced profile.



Key Proportions and Landmarks

Understanding the precise proportions and anatomical landmarks is essential when applying the
Loomis method side view. These measurements serve as reliable references for constructing
believable head profiles.

Proportional Relationships

The head’s length is generally divided into equal thirds: from the hairline to the brow, brow to the
base of the nose, and base of the nose to the chin. These divisions guide the placement of facial
features and maintain consistency.

Important Anatomical Landmarks

e Hairline: Marks the top of the forehead and is the starting point for dividing the head
vertically.

e Brow Line: Aligns with the eyebrows and helps position the eyes and nose bridge.

» Base of the Nose: Indicates the lower edge of the nasal structure, crucial for mouth
placement.

¢ Chin: Defines the lowest point of the face and shapes the jawline.

e Ears: Positioned between the brow and nose base, reflecting skull anatomy.

Common Challenges and Solutions

Artists often encounter specific difficulties when working with the Loomis method side view,
especially related to maintaining proportions and capturing the profile’s subtle contours.
Recognizing these challenges and applying targeted strategies improves drawing accuracy.

Challenge: Misalignment of Facial Features

Incorrect spacing or alignment between the nose, eyes, and mouth can disrupt the realism of the
side view. This issue often arises from neglecting the horizontal guideline system.

Solution: Use Consistent Guideline Framework

Always establish and maintain the horizontal and vertical lines that correspond to key features
before detailing. This practice ensures proportional harmony and spatial accuracy.



Challenge: Over-Simplification of the Jawline

Artists may tend to draw the jawline too angular or too soft, resulting in unnatural profiles.

Solution: Study Skull Anatomy and Planes

Familiarize yourself with the underlying bone structure and the planes of the jaw to balance
sharpness and curvature appropriately. This knowledge enhances realistic representation.

Applications in Artistic Practice

The Loomis method side view is widely utilized in various fields of art and design, offering a reliable
framework for constructing human head profiles with precision.

Portrait Drawing and Illustration

Portrait artists use this method to ensure consistent and accurate side views, especially when
working from imagination or limited references. It helps maintain correct proportions and spatial
relationships.

Character Design and Animation

In character creation, understanding the Loomis method side view allows designers to craft
believable and expressive profiles. Animators benefit from the structural clarity the method provides
for dynamic head movements.

Figure Drawing and Anatomy Studies

Art students and professionals alike employ this technique in anatomy classes and figure studies to
deepen their comprehension of head construction and improve observational skills.

Benefits of Mastering the Loomis Method Side View

e Improves accuracy in depicting head proportions and features.
e Enhances three-dimensional understanding of the head’s structure.
e Facilitates consistent results across different angles and expressions.

e Provides a solid foundation for both realistic and stylized art.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Loomis method side view in drawing?

The Loomis method side view is a drawing technique developed by Andrew Loomis for constructing
the human head from a profile perspective using simplified geometric shapes and guidelines to
maintain accurate proportions.

How do you start a Loomis method side view head drawing?

Begin by drawing a circle to represent the cranium, then add a vertical centerline for the face's front
and a horizontal line to indicate the brow line. From there, extend the jawline and define the facial
features based on Loomis's proportional guidelines.

What are the key proportions to remember in the Loomis side
view?

In the Loomis side view, the ear is positioned between the brow line and the base of the nose, the
nose protrudes slightly beyond the circle, and the chin extends forward, with the jawline angled
downward from the ear to the chin.

How does the Loomis method help with drawing facial features
in side view?

The Loomis method uses construction lines and planes to accurately place facial features like the
eyes, nose, mouth, and ears in the side view, ensuring they align proportionally and maintain
anatomical accuracy.

Can the Loomis method side view be used for drawing
different head angles?

Yes, the Loomis method provides a flexible framework to construct the head in various angles,
including side views, by adjusting the orientation of the initial sphere and guidelines accordingly.

What are common mistakes when using the Loomis method
side view?

Common mistakes include misplacing the jawline, ignoring the curve of the skull, incorrectly
positioning the ear too far forward or backward, and neglecting the proportional relationships
between facial features.

Are there digital tools that support the Loomis method side
view drawing?

Yes, many digital art programs like Procreate, Photoshop, and Clip Studio Paint offer tools and
brushes that facilitate sketching Loomis method constructions, including layering and symmetry



features.

Where can I find tutorials on the Loomis method side view?

You can find Loomis method side view tutorials on platforms like YouTube, art education websites,
and in Andrew Loomis's books such as "Drawing the Head and Hands," which detail step-by-step
instructions and examples.

Additional Resources

1. Mastering the Loomis Method: Side View Fundamentals

This book offers a comprehensive introduction to the Loomis method with a special focus on the side
view. Readers will learn how to construct accurate head proportions and understand the underlying
anatomy. Step-by-step illustrations guide artists in mastering the technique for dynamic character
design.

2. Drawing Heads Sideways: The Loomis Approach

Explore the nuances of drawing heads in profile using the Loomis method. This book breaks down
complex shapes into simple forms, making it easier to capture realistic side views. Practical
exercises help reinforce concepts and improve observational skills.

3. The Loomis Method for Side View Portraits

Designed for portrait artists, this title dives deep into the structural elements of the side view using
Loomis principles. It covers facial landmarks, angles, and shading techniques to create lifelike
portraits. The book also includes comparisons between front and side views to enhance
understanding.

4. Anatomy and Proportion: Loomis Side View Techniques

This book blends anatomy study with the Loomis construction method, focusing on side views of the
head and neck. It provides detailed diagrams of muscles and bones that influence surface forms.
Artists will gain a solid foundation in both anatomy and perspective.

5. Creative Character Design with Loomis Side Views

Ideal for character designers, this book applies Loomis method concepts to imaginative and stylized
side views. It encourages creativity while maintaining anatomical accuracy. Tips on exaggeration
and expression help bring characters to life.

6. Side View Sketching: A Loomis Method Workbook

A hands-on workbook filled with exercises and prompts to practice the Loomis method side view. It
includes tracing sheets, step-by-step breakdowns, and challenges to build confidence. Suitable for
beginners and intermediate artists alike.

7. Perspective and the Loomis Side View Head

This title focuses on integrating perspective principles with the Loomis side view technique. It
teaches how to place the head accurately within a three-dimensional space. The book covers
foreshortening and dynamic angles to enhance realism.

8. Expressive Faces: Loomis Method Side View Expressions
Learn to convey emotions through side view portraits using the Loomis framework. This book



explores how facial muscles move and change with different expressions. Practical tips help artists
capture subtle emotions effectively.

9. The Loomis Method Illustrated: Side View Edition

A richly illustrated guide showcasing the Loomis method applied to side views. It features detailed
step-by-step drawings, overlays, and comparative analyses. Perfect for visual learners aiming to
grasp the method quickly and thoroughly.
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