
loomis method face side view

loomis method face side view is an essential technique in figure drawing,
particularly for artists aiming to master human anatomy and portraiture from
various angles. This method, developed by Andrew Loomis, provides a
structured approach to constructing the human head, especially when viewed
from the side. Understanding the Loomis method face side view helps artists
accurately capture proportions, perspective, and key facial landmarks, making
it invaluable for realistic and stylized artwork alike. This article will
explore the fundamental principles behind the Loomis method applied to the
side view of the face, including step-by-step construction, common
challenges, and tips for refinement. Additionally, the discussion covers how
to integrate this method with other anatomical knowledge for enhanced drawing
skills. The following sections outline the core aspects of the Loomis method
face side view and provide practical guidance for artists at all levels.

Overview of the Loomis Method

Basic Construction of the Face in Side View

Key Anatomical Landmarks and Proportions

Step-by-Step Guide to Drawing the Loomis Face Side View

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

Advanced Tips for Enhancing Side View Portraits

Overview of the Loomis Method
The Loomis method is a systematic approach to drawing the human head and
face, focusing on breaking down complex forms into simple shapes and planes.
Andrew Loomis developed this technique to help artists visualize the three-
dimensional structure of the head, enabling accurate rendering from multiple
angles. The method emphasizes using a sphere as the base of the cranium, with
guidelines to locate facial features proportionally and symmetrically. While
the Loomis method is widely used for frontal and three-quarter views, its
application to the face side view requires understanding the unique spatial
relationships and contours visible from the profile perspective.

Historical Context and Relevance
The Loomis method emerged as a foundational technique in mid-20th-century art
education, influencing countless illustrators and portrait artists. Its



clarity, simplicity, and adaptability have ensured its continued relevance in
both traditional and digital art practices. For the face side view, the
Loomis method provides a reliable blueprint that demystifies the complexity
of the human profile, making it accessible for learners and professionals
alike.

Core Principles of the Method
At its core, the Loomis method relies on geometric shapes—primarily spheres
and planes—to represent the skull and facial structures. Key principles
include:

Starting with a sphere to represent the cranium

Dividing the sphere with centerlines for symmetry and feature placement

Adding planes to define the jawline, cheekbones, and other contours

Using proportional measurements to position eyes, nose, mouth, and ears

Basic Construction of the Face in Side View
Constructing the face from the side view using the Loomis method involves
adapting the spherical base and guidelines to profile-specific angles. Unlike
frontal views, the side view emphasizes the depth and projection of facial
features, such as the nose bridge, lips, and chin. The construction process
begins by establishing the sphere and then cutting it to form the side plane
of the face.

Establishing the Sphere and Centerline
The initial step is to draw a sphere representing the upper portion of the
skull. The centerline, which runs vertically, marks the middle of the head
and helps in aligning features accurately. In the side view, this line curves
slightly to reflect the head’s roundness and helps determine the forehead’s
slope.

Defining the Side Plane and Jawline
Next, the sphere is divided to create the side plane of the face. A vertical
plane extends from the front edge of the sphere to outline the forehead,
nose, and chin protrusions. The jawline is then added, connecting the lower
part of the sphere with the chin, taking care to maintain anatomical accuracy
regarding angle and length.



Key Anatomical Landmarks and Proportions
Understanding facial landmarks and their proportions is crucial when applying
the Loomis method face side view. These landmarks serve as reference points
for placing features and maintaining consistency across drawings.

Important Facial Landmarks in Side View
The key landmarks include:

Glabella: the smooth area between the eyebrows

Nasal Bridge and Tip: the projecting structure of the nose

Lips: upper and lower lip outlines

Chin: the lowest protrusion of the mandible

Ear Position: aligned roughly between the brow line and nose base

Jaw Angle: the junction where the lower jaw curves upward

Proportional Guidelines
Proportion rules derived from the Loomis method include:

The ear height aligns approximately with the brow and nose base

The nose generally extends from the center of the sphere forward about
one-third of the head’s length

The chin projects to a point roughly aligned vertically with the lip
line

The distance from the brow line to the chin is about equal to the
distance from the top of the head to the brow

Step-by-Step Guide to Drawing the Loomis Face
Side View
Following a systematic approach ensures accuracy and builds confidence when
drawing the face from the side using the Loomis method. The process can be
broken down as follows:



Draw the base sphere: Sketch a circle to represent the cranium.1.

Add the centerline: Mark a vertical curve to indicate the front plane of2.
the face.

Divide the sphere: Cut the sphere to form the side plane and mark the3.
hairline and brow line.

Sketch the jawline: Extend lines from the sphere to define the jaw and4.
chin shapes.

Position the ear: Place the ear between the brow and nose base levels.5.

Map facial features: Use proportional guidelines to place the nose,6.
lips, and eyes.

Refine contours: Add details such as the nostril, lips curvature, and7.
neck connection.

Finalize with shading and details: Enhance depth and realism by8.
emphasizing planes and shadows.

Tips for Accuracy During Each Step
Maintaining consistent proportions and angles is critical. Using light
construction lines and continually measuring distances helps avoid common
errors. Observing real-life references alongside the Loomis framework
improves the fidelity of the side view portrait.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them
Despite its simplicity, the Loomis method face side view can present
challenges for artists, especially beginners. Awareness of typical pitfalls
can significantly improve drawing outcomes.

Frequent Errors in Side View Drawing

Misplacing the ear too high or too low relative to facial features

Overextending or under-projecting the nose and chin

Ignoring the curvature of the skull leading to a flat or distorted head
shape



Inconsistent jawline angles resulting in unnatural profiles

Forgetting to align the lips properly with nose and chin landmarks

Strategies for Avoidance
To prevent these mistakes, artists should:

Regularly check proportions against Loomis guidelines

Use anatomical references and model studies

Practice light sketching and iterative refinement

Focus on the underlying geometric shapes before adding details

Advanced Tips for Enhancing Side View Portraits
Once comfortable with the Loomis method face side view basics, artists can
incorporate advanced techniques to elevate their portraits.

Integrating Musculature and Skin Planes
Understanding the muscles beneath the skin adds volume and realism to the
profile. Layering muscle groups on the Loomis structure helps convey
expression and subtle facial movements.

Playing with Lighting and Shadows
Effective use of light and shadow accentuates the three-dimensional form
established by the Loomis method. Directional lighting emphasizes planes and
contours unique to the side view.

Experimenting with Stylization
The Loomis framework can be adapted for various artistic styles, from hyper-
realistic to caricature. Modifying proportions while respecting fundamental
landmarks allows creative freedom without losing anatomical believability.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Loomis method for drawing the face in
side view?
The Loomis method for drawing the face in side view involves constructing the
head using simple geometric shapes, primarily a sphere and a box, to
establish the basic form and proportions before adding facial features. It
emphasizes understanding the underlying structure to achieve accurate
perspective and anatomy.

How do you start drawing a side view face using the
Loomis method?
Begin by drawing a sphere to represent the cranium, then add a vertical plane
on the side to indicate the side of the head. Next, mark the jawline by
extending a curved line downward from the sphere, creating the basic head
shape. Guidelines are then drawn to position the facial features correctly in
profile.

What are the key landmarks to remember when using
the Loomis method for a side view face?
Key landmarks include the brow line, the base of the nose, the mouth line,
and the chin. These are usually aligned along curved guidelines on the side
plane of the head to ensure proper placement and proportion of facial
features in profile.

How does the Loomis method help with proportion
accuracy in side view portraits?
The Loomis method breaks down the complex shape of the head into simple,
measurable shapes and planes. By using consistent reference points and
geometric construction, it helps artists maintain accurate proportions and
spatial relationships between facial features in side view portraits.

Can the Loomis method be adapted for stylized or
cartoon side view faces?
Yes, the Loomis method can be adapted for stylized or cartoon faces by using
its foundational principles of head construction and proportion as a
guideline. Artists can exaggerate or simplify certain features while
maintaining believable structure and balance in the side view.



Additional Resources
1. Mastering the Loomis Method: Side View Fundamentals
This book offers a comprehensive introduction to the Loomis method for
drawing the human face from the side. It breaks down the anatomy and
proportions into simple geometric shapes, making it accessible for beginners.
With step-by-step tutorials and visual examples, artists can learn to capture
accurate side profiles with confidence.

2. The Loomis Approach to Facial Profiles
Focused specifically on side views, this guide delves into the nuances of
facial structure using the Loomis method. It covers essential techniques for
mapping out the skull, placing features, and understanding perspective. Ideal
for artists looking to improve their portraiture skills from less common
angles.

3. Faces in Profile: Applying the Loomis Method
This book explores the challenges of drawing faces in profile, providing
detailed instructions rooted in the Loomis framework. It emphasizes the
importance of proportion, alignment, and shading to create realistic side
views. The author includes practical exercises to reinforce learning and
build artistic confidence.

4. Loomis Method for Side View Portraits
A focused manual that teaches artists how to construct side view portraits
using Loomis’s techniques. It highlights how to simplify complex facial forms
into basic shapes and how to adjust for different ages and expressions. The
book also includes comparisons between frontal and profile views to enhance
understanding.

5. Drawing the Side View with Loomis Techniques
This volume presents a clear methodology for sketching side faces, based on
the principles developed by Andrew Loomis. Readers will find detailed
breakdowns of the head’s planes and tips on capturing likeness and character.
The book is filled with illustrative diagrams and practical drawing
assignments.

6. The Art of Side Profiles: Loomis Method Explained
Designed for intermediate artists, this book deepens the study of side
profiles using Loomis’s system. It covers advanced topics such as
foreshortening and subtle anatomical variations. The author also discusses
common mistakes and how to avoid them to achieve more lifelike portraits.

7. Understanding Facial Anatomy Through Loomis Side View
This text combines anatomical knowledge with Loomis’s artistic approach to
help artists draw accurate side views. It includes detailed sketches of
underlying bone and muscle structures and explains how they influence surface
features. The integration of anatomy and technique makes it a valuable
resource for realistic portrait artists.

8. Loomis Head Construction: Side Perspective



Focusing on the construction phase, this book guides readers through building
the head in side view from scratch. It emphasizes the use of Loomis’s iconic
construction lines and shapes to maintain proportion and balance. Step-by-
step visual aids help artists develop a solid foundation for more detailed
work.

9. Portrait Drawing: Loomis Method Side Views and Beyond
This comprehensive guide extends Loomis’s principles beyond the basics,
exploring side views in various lighting and expressions. It combines theory
with practical tips for enhancing depth and personality in side portraits.
Suitable for artists aiming to refine their skills and create dynamic facial
studies.
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