
languages at risk

languages at risk represent a critical issue in the realm of cultural
preservation and linguistic diversity. Around the world, thousands of
languages face extinction as their speakers dwindle or shift to dominant
languages for social, economic, or political reasons. This phenomenon
threatens not only the loss of communication tools but also the disappearance
of unique worldviews, traditions, and knowledge systems embedded within these
languages. Understanding the causes, consequences, and efforts to protect
endangered languages is essential for fostering global cultural heritage.
This article explores the definition and scope of languages at risk, the
factors leading to language endangerment, the global distribution of
vulnerable languages, and the strategies employed to revitalize and preserve
them. By examining these aspects, readers can gain a comprehensive
understanding of the challenges and opportunities surrounding linguistic
diversity today.
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Understanding Languages at Risk

The term languages at risk refers to languages that are in danger of falling
out of use and eventually becoming extinct. These languages often have very
few native speakers left, and younger generations may no longer learn or use
them fluently. Linguists categorize languages at risk based on criteria such
as the number of speakers, intergenerational transmission, and domains of
usage. UNESCO and other organizations commonly classify endangered languages
into categories like vulnerable, definitely endangered, severely endangered,
critically endangered, and extinct. Understanding these classifications helps
in identifying the urgency and appropriate measures needed to protect these
languages.

Definition and Classification

Languages at risk range from those with a shrinking speaker base to those on
the brink of extinction. The classification system typically includes:

Vulnerable: Languages spoken by most children but limited to certain
domains.

Definitely Endangered: Children no longer learn the language as mother
tongue at home.



Severely Endangered: Spoken by grandparents and older generations; the
parent generation may understand it but does not speak it to children.

Critically Endangered: The youngest speakers are grandparents or older,
and they speak the language partially and infrequently.

Extinct: No speakers remain.

Importance of Linguistic Diversity

Linguistic diversity is a vital component of global cultural diversity.
Languages embody unique ways of understanding the world, including knowledge
about ecosystems, history, social organization, and spirituality. Protecting
languages at risk helps maintain this diversity, supporting cultural identity
and intellectual heritage. Furthermore, linguistic diversity contributes to
cognitive science, anthropology, and other academic fields by providing
insights into human cognition and communication.

Causes of Language Endangerment

Several intertwined factors contribute to the increasing number of languages
at risk worldwide. These causes are often social, political, economic, and
cultural in nature and may vary from one region to another. Analyzing these
factors helps in designing effective interventions.

Language Shift and Globalization

Language shift occurs when communities adopt a dominant language, often for
socioeconomic advantages, leading to a decline in the use of their native
language. Globalization accelerates this process by promoting widespread
languages such as English, Spanish, Mandarin, and Arabic in education, media,
and commerce. As a result, minority languages lose functional domains, and
younger generations may favor dominant languages for better opportunities.

Political and Social Pressures

Governments and dominant cultural groups sometimes marginalize minority
languages through policies that favor official or national languages.
Historical colonization, forced assimilation, and discriminatory laws have
further endangered many indigenous and minority languages. Social stigma
against speaking a minority language can discourage its use within families
and communities, exacerbating language loss.

Urbanization and Migration

Urbanization often leads to the dispersal of language communities and
increased contact with dominant language speakers. Migration for employment
or education causes speakers to adopt majority languages for integration,
leaving their native tongues behind. This geographic and social mobility
weakens the transmission of languages at risk.



Global Distribution of Endangered Languages

Languages at risk are unevenly distributed across the globe, with certain
regions exhibiting higher concentrations of endangered languages.
Understanding this distribution is crucial for prioritizing preservation
efforts and allocating resources effectively.

Regions with High Concentrations of Endangered
Languages

Some of the most linguistically diverse areas also face the greatest threats
to language survival. These include:

South America: Home to numerous indigenous languages, many of which are
critically endangered due to colonization and cultural assimilation.

Australia: Contains many Aboriginal languages, most of which have very
few remaining speakers.

North America: Indigenous languages in the United States and Canada are
endangered, with revitalization programs underway.

Africa: Although highly linguistically diverse, many African languages
face pressure from dominant regional languages and colonial languages.

Asia: Certain minority languages in countries like India, China, and
Siberia are at risk due to modernization and government policies.

Examples of Languages at Risk

Many languages exemplify the challenges faced by languages at risk. Examples
include:

Yuchi: An indigenous language of the southeastern United States, with
fewer than a dozen fluent speakers.

Manx: A Celtic language from the Isle of Man, once extinct but now
undergoing revival efforts.

Ubykh: A Northwest Caucasian language, declared extinct after the death
of its last native speaker in 1992.

Warlpiri: An Aboriginal language in Australia, still spoken but under
pressure from English.

Livonian: A Finno-Ugric language from Latvia, critically endangered with
very few speakers.



Consequences of Language Loss

The extinction of languages at risk carries significant cultural,
intellectual, and social consequences. The loss of a language often means the
disappearance of unique knowledge and traditions that cannot be recovered
once the language is gone.

Cultural Erosion

Languages are repositories of cultural identity, oral histories, folklore,
and traditional practices. When a language disappears, the cultural
expressions and heritage associated with it may also vanish, leading to a
homogenized global culture and the loss of minority identities.

Loss of Indigenous Knowledge

Many endangered languages encode detailed knowledge about local environments,
medicinal plants, animal behavior, and sustainable resource management.
Language loss threatens this valuable indigenous knowledge, which could
contribute to biodiversity conservation and scientific understanding.

Impact on Community Well-being

Language loss can affect the psychological and social well-being of
communities by weakening social cohesion and intergenerational bonds. It can
also contribute to marginalization and reduced self-esteem among speakers of
endangered languages.

Efforts and Strategies for Language
Preservation

Recognizing the urgency of protecting languages at risk, various
organizations, communities, and governments have implemented strategies to
promote language maintenance and revitalization. These efforts aim to
strengthen the use and transmission of endangered languages across
generations.

Documentation and Research

One of the primary steps in language preservation is thorough documentation,
including recording native speakers, compiling dictionaries, grammars, and
text collections. Linguists and community members collaborate to create
archives that preserve linguistic data for future generations and academic
research.

Education and Revitalization Programs

Creating educational materials and programs in endangered languages helps
promote usage among children and young people. Immersion schools, language



nests, and community classes are common methods to encourage active learning
and daily use of languages at risk. These programs often incorporate cultural
activities to reinforce identity and pride.

Technology and Media

Modern technology plays a crucial role in language preservation. Mobile apps,
social media platforms, and digital media can facilitate language learning
and communication among speakers. Virtual communities help connect dispersed
speakers, while multimedia resources provide engaging ways to promote
endangered languages.

Policy and Advocacy

Government recognition and supportive policies are essential for sustained
language preservation. Official status, funding for programs, and legal
protections encourage the use of minority languages in public life. Advocacy
groups work to raise awareness about the importance of linguistic diversity
and influence policy changes.

Community Involvement

Empowering communities to lead preservation efforts ensures that actions are
culturally relevant and sustainable. Community-driven initiatives foster
ownership and motivation, making it more likely that languages at risk will
survive and thrive.

Comprehensive language documentation1.

Development of language education programs2.

Utilization of digital tools and media3.

Supportive government policies and legal frameworks4.

Active engagement and empowerment of local communities5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the term 'languages at risk' mean?

'Languages at risk' refers to languages that are endangered or threatened
with extinction because they are no longer being learned by children or used
actively in daily communication.

Why are so many languages currently at risk of



disappearing?

Many languages are at risk due to factors such as globalization, cultural
assimilation, urbanization, and the dominance of major languages like
English, which lead to declining use and transmission of minority languages.

How many languages are estimated to be at risk
worldwide?

It is estimated that out of approximately 7,000 languages spoken globally,
about 40% are endangered and at risk of disappearing within the next century.

What are the consequences of losing a language at
risk?

Losing a language results in the loss of unique cultural heritage,
traditional knowledge, history, and identity of the communities that speak
it, as well as reducing global linguistic diversity.

What efforts are being made to preserve languages at
risk?

Efforts include documentation projects, community-based language
revitalization programs, education in native languages, government policies
supporting minority languages, and the use of digital technology to promote
language learning.

How can individuals contribute to protecting
languages at risk?

Individuals can support endangered languages by learning and using them,
promoting awareness, supporting language preservation organizations,
encouraging younger generations to speak their heritage languages, and
participating in cultural events.

Additional Resources
1. Language Death: The Life Cycle of a Language
This book explores the processes that lead to the decline and eventual
extinction of languages. It examines sociocultural, political, and economic
factors contributing to language death. The author also discusses efforts to
document and revitalize endangered languages worldwide.

2. Endangered Languages: An Introduction
Providing a comprehensive overview, this book introduces readers to the field
of endangered language studies. It covers the causes of language
endangerment, methods for documenting languages, and strategies for
preservation. Case studies from different linguistic communities illustrate
the global scope of the issue.

3. Saving Languages: An Introduction to Language Revitalization
This work focuses on the practical aspects of language revitalization,
including community involvement, educational programs, and policy
initiatives. It highlights successful revitalization efforts and the



challenges faced by minority language speakers. The book serves as a guide
for linguists and activists working to preserve linguistic diversity.

4. The Atlas of Endangered Languages
A visually rich resource, this atlas maps the distribution of endangered
languages around the world. It includes detailed descriptions of each
language’s status, speaker population, and cultural significance. The book
aims to raise awareness about the urgency of language preservation.

5. Voices from the Edge: Endangered Languages and Cultural Survival
Focusing on the intersection of language and culture, this book documents
stories from speakers of endangered languages. It emphasizes the role of
language in maintaining cultural identity and heritage. The narratives
highlight the emotional impact of language loss on communities.

6. Revitalizing Indigenous Languages: Strategies and Success Stories
This book presents a collection of case studies detailing indigenous language
revitalization efforts around the globe. It discusses community-led
initiatives, educational reforms, and technological innovations used to
support language learning. The book offers hope and practical solutions for
sustaining endangered languages.

7. Languages in Danger: Global Perspectives on Language Endangerment
Bringing together contributions from linguists, anthropologists, and
educators, this volume examines the global crisis of language endangerment.
It analyzes the political and economic forces driving language shift and
loss. The book also explores international policies aimed at protecting
linguistic diversity.

8. When Languages Die: The Extinction of the World’s Languages and the
Erosion of Human Knowledge
This sobering book discusses the consequences of language extinction beyond
communication, including the loss of unique worldviews and traditional
knowledge. The author argues for urgent action to document and preserve
endangered languages before they disappear completely. It serves as both a
warning and a call to action.

9. Documenting Endangered Languages: A Practical Guide
Designed for linguists and fieldworkers, this guide provides methodologies
for recording, analyzing, and archiving endangered languages. It covers
ethical considerations, technological tools, and community collaboration. The
book aims to equip researchers with the skills needed to contribute
effectively to language preservation.
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minority communities have concerning their languages? How does each language conceptualize the
world differently? How much knowledge about the world and a local ecosystem is lost when a
language disappears? What is the process involved and how can insights about this process
contribute to linguistic theory? What typological insights will be lost if undescribed languages
disappear before their unique structural properties are known? How can language shift be stopped
or reversed? This volume comprises: * a general overview introduction * four theoretical chapters on
what happens during language shift * ten case studies of autochthonous languages under threat *
four case studies of migrant languages at risk * three concluding chapters discussing strategies and
resources for language maintenance.
  languages at risk: Risk and Protective Environmental Factors for Early Bilingual Language
Acquisition Daniela R Gatt, Ciara O'Toole, 2019-07-09 Bilingual language exposure is highly
variable, with wide-ranging influences on early language skills. This underscores the need for
understanding what to expect in early language acquisition so that those with typical language
development can be differentiated from those who are struggling or at risk, and so requiring early
intervention. One of the key ways to look at language development in very young children is to
investigate their vocabulary development, and for bilingual children, this means measuring their
abilities in both languages. This book takes an important step in this direction: it documents the
expressive vocabularies of children aged 16-45 months who were exposed to different language
pairs and bilingual contexts, and investigates the risk and protective effects of various
environmental factors. In each of the six studies, the vocabularies of typically-developing children
were measured using the vocabulary checklist of the MacArthur-Bates Communicative Development
Inventories and its adaptations to other languages. Developmental and language background
questionnaires provided additional information on children’s developmental history, risk factors for
language impairment, language exposure, as well as parental education and occupation. This
harmonised methodology was designed within COST Action IS0804 (Language Impairment in a
Multilingual Society: Linguistic Patterns and the Road to Assessment). The outcomes of this
cross-linguistic research contribute towards answering theoretical questions regarding early
bilingual vocabulary acquisition. They also have clinical relevance, potentially assisting
speech-language pathologists and those interested in early language development in distinguishing
between clinically significant bilingual delays and the natural consequences of bilingual exposure.
This book was originally published as a special issue of the International Journal of Bilingual
Education and Bilingualism.
  languages at risk: Investigations in Teaching and Learning Languages Danuta Gabryś-Barker,
Ewa Piechurska-Kuciel, Jerzy Zybert, 2014-07-08 The book presents most recent investigations into
foreign language teaching and learning discussed by prominent scholars in the field. A wide variety
of topics ranges from theoretical approaches to foreign language instruction to a discussion of
findings of empirical research in language learning and pedagogy. The theoretical part of the volume
tackles issues which constitute the backbone to the understanding of the processes involved in
language development, learning and teaching and thus contribute to applied research. The empirical
articles in Parts Two and Three of the volume report on studies focusing on such important issues as
various dimensions of awareness (language, cross-cultural competence or affectivity) and specific
methodologies implemented in different educational settings (such as, for instance, dyslexic
learners) or in teacher training programmes.
  languages at risk: Handbook on Endangered South Asian and Southeast Asian Languages
Niladri Sekhar Dash, S. Arulmozi, N. Ramesh, 2025-07-04 The handbook delves into the linguistic
features of Southeast Asian and South Asian endangered languages, providing detailed descriptions
and analyses. Each chapter covers a range of topics, including linguistic properties, extralinguistic
aspects, and issues related to preserving and promoting endangered languages. The book also
includes an ethnolinguistic profile for each language, discussing its official status, state of
endangerment, demography, and usage. It discusses the methodological issues related to collecting
and analyzing linguistic data. Furthermore, the book describes the unique linguistic features of each



language, covering phonology, morphology, morphosyntax, and other linguistic aspects. By doing so,
the book highlights how new linguistic features and findings can reflect on the community. Given the
context of UNESCO's declaration of the 'International Decade of Indigenous Languages 2022-2032',
this book offers valuable insights for students, researchers, policymakers, government agencies,
educators, and linguists. It is an informative volume for scholars working on various endangered
languages worldwide.
  languages at risk: Vulnerabilities, Challenges and Risks in Applied Linguistics Clare
Cunningham, Christopher J. Hall, 2021-09-09 The chapters in this book call attention to
vulnerabilities, challenges and risks for applied linguistics researchers and the communities they
work with across a broad range of contexts from the Global North and South, and in both signed and
spoken languages. Together they provide insights on both academic and professional practice across
several areas: the vulnerabilities involved in researching, the limitations of traditional
epistemologies, the challenges inherent in the repertoire of methodologies and pedagogies employed
by applied linguists, and the effectiveness of practical responses to language-related problems. The
book encourages those involved in applied linguistics to consider their own practice and their
relationship with the communities, policies and educational contexts they engage with in the course
of their teaching, research and activism.
  languages at risk: Policy and Planning for Endangered Languages Mari C. Jones,
2015-08-07 Language policy issues are imbued with a powerful symbolism that is often linked to
questions of identity, with the suppression or failure to recognise and support a given endangered
variety representing a refusal to grant a 'voice' to the corresponding ethno-cultural community. This
wide-ranging volume, which explores linguistic scenarios from across five continents, seeks to ignite
the debate as to how and whether the interface between people, politics and language can affect the
fortunes of endangered varieties. With chapters written by academics working in the field of
language endangerment and members of indigenous communities on the frontline of language
support and maintenance, Policy and Planning for Endangered Languages is essential reading for
researchers and students of language death, sociolinguistics and applied linguistics, as well as
community members involved in native language maintenance.
  languages at risk: Language Learning and Leisure Denyze Toffoli, Geoffrey Sockett, Meryl
Kusyk, 2023-07-04 The study of informal involvement with additional languages has recently
emerged as a dynamic research field in SLA. With the rapid development and spread of
internet-based technologies, contact with foreign languages outside the classroom has become
commonplace. While this can take multiple forms, online contents are a major driving force because
they present learners with unprecedented opportunities for exposure to and use of target languages
regardless of their physical location. Research from diverse geographical, educational and
socio-economic contexts bring a rich variety of perspectives to this book. It explores these
phenomena via a range of theoretical frameworks and methodological approaches, focusing
particularly on individual differences and language development. The volume proposes that teachers
in formal learning settings should seek to support and facilitate the development of these identities
and practices, and it indicates means they can adopt to best do so.
  languages at risk: Promoting Academic Success with English Language Learners Craig A.
Albers, Rebecca S. Martinez, 2015-08-31 Educators and school psychologists throughout the country
are working with growing numbers of English language learners (ELLs), but often feel unprepared
to help these students excel. This highly informative book presents evidence-based strategies for
promoting proficiency in academic English and improving outcomes in a response-to-intervention
(RTI) framework. Illustrated with a detailed case example, the book describes best practices for
working with K-5 ELLs in all stages of RTI: universal screening, progress monitoring, data collection,
decision making, and intensifying instruction. In a large-size format for easy photocopying, the book
includes more than two dozen reproducible worksheets. Purchasers get access to a Web page where
they can download and print the reproducible materials. This book is in The Guilford Practical
Intervention in the Schools Series, edited by Sandra M. Chafouleas.



  languages at risk: Assessing English for Professional Purposes Ute Knoch, Susy Macqueen,
2019-09-10 ** WINNER OF ILTA/SAGE Best Book Award 2020 ** Assessing English for Professional
Purposes provides a state-of-the-art account of the various kinds of language assessments used to
determine people’s abilities to function linguistically in the workplace. At a time when professional
expertise is increasingly mobile and diverse, with highly trained professionals migrating across
national boundaries to apply their skills in English-speaking settings, this book offers a renewed
agenda for inquiry into language assessments for professional purposes (LAPP). Many of these
experts work in high-risk environments where communication breakdowns can have serious
consequences. This risk has been identified by governments and professional bodies, who implement
language tests for gate-keeping purposes. Through a sociological lens of risk and responsibility, this
book: provides a detailed overview of both foundational and recent literature in the field; offers
conceptual tools for specific purpose assessment, including a socially oriented theory of construct;
develops theory and practice in key areas, such as needs analysis, test development, validation and
policy; significantly broadens the scope of the assessment of English for professional purposes to
include a range of assessment practices for both professionals and laypeople in professional settings.
Assessing English for Professional Purposes is key reading for researchers, graduate students and
practitioners working in the area of English for Specific Purposes assessment.
  languages at risk: Museums of Language and the Display of Intangible Cultural Heritage
Margaret J.-M. Sönmez, Maia Wellington Gahtan, Nadia Cannata, 2019-12-09 Museums of Language
and the Display of Intangible Cultural Heritage presents essays by practitioners based in language
museums around the world. Describing their history, mission, and modes of display, contributors
demonstrate the important role intangible heritage can and should play in the museum. Arguing that
languages are among our most precious forms of cultural heritage, the book also demonstrates that
they are at risk of neglect, and of endangerment from globalisation and linguistic imperialism.
Including case studies from across Europe, North America, Africa, and Asia, this book documents
the vital work being done by museums to help preserve languages and make them objects of broad
public interest. Divided into three sections, contributions to the book focus on one of three types of
museums: museums of individual languages, museums of language groups – both geographic and
structural – and museums of writing. The volume presents practical information alongside
theoretical discussions and state-of-the-art commentaries concerning the representation of
languages and their cultural nature. Museums of Language and the Display of Intangible Cultural
Heritage is the first volume to address the subject of language museums and, as such, should be of
interest to academics, researchers, and postgraduate students in the fields of museum and cultural
heritage studies, applied linguistics, anthropology, tourism, and public education.
  languages at risk: Sign Languages in Village Communities Ulrike Zeshan, Connie de Vos,
2012-10-30 The book is a unique collection of research on sign languages that have emerged in rural
communities with a high incidence of, often hereditary, deafness. These sign languages represent
the latest addition to the comparative investigation of languages in the gestural modality, and the
book is the first compilation of a substantial number of different village sign languages.Written by
leading experts in the field, the volume uniquely combines anthropological and linguistic insights,
looking at both the social dynamics and the linguistic structures in these village communities. The
book includes primary data from eleven different signing communities across the world, including
results from Jamaica, India, Turkey, Thailand, and Bali. All known village sign languages are
endangered, usually because of pressure from larger urban sign languages, and some have died out
already. Ironically, it is often the success of the larger sign language communities in urban centres,
their recognition and subsequent spread, which leads to the endangerment of these small minority
sign languages. The book addresses this specific type of language endangerment, documentation
strategies, and other ethical issues pertaining to these sign languages on the basis of first-hand
experiences by Deaf fieldworkers.
  languages at risk: The American Journal of Semitic Languages and Literatures , 1927
  languages at risk: International Business Law and the Legal Environment Larry A.



DiMatteo, 2025-04-28 The fifth edition of International Business Law and the Legal Environment: A
Transactional Approach gives business and law students a clear understanding of the legal
principles that govern international business. This book goes beyond compliance by emphasizing
how to use the law to create value and competitive advantage. DiMatteo’s transactional approach
walks students through key business transactions—from import and export, contracts, and finance to
countertrade, dispute resolution, licensing, and more—giving them both context and providing
real-world applications. This new edition also features: ● Added coverage of new technologies, such
as smart contracts, digital platforms, and blockchain technology, artificial intelligence, market for
non-fungible tokens, and the metaverse ● Discussion of businesses and sustainability, climate
change, and creating a circular economy ● International perspective and use of a variety of national
and international law materials ● Greater coverage of EU substantive law including the new
Artificial Intelligence Act. Upper-level undergraduate and postgraduate students of business law and
international business will appreciate DiMatteo’s lucid writing style, and professionals will find this
book to be a comprehensive resource. Online resources include an instructor’s manual, PowerPoint
slides, and test bank.
  languages at risk: Language Policy and Linguistic Minorities in India Thomas Benedikter,
2009 India not only is concerned with inevitable multilingualism, but also with the rights of many
millions of speakers of minority languages. As the political and cultural context privileges some
major languages, linguistic minorities often feel discriminated against by the current language
policy of the Union and the States. They experience on a daily basis that their mother tongues are
deemed worthless dialects that have little utility in modern life. Many such languages have
definitively disappeared, and several more are on the brink of extinction. Is this the inevitable price
to be paid for economic modernization, cultural homogenisation and the multilingual fabric of India's
society at large? This book is an effort to map India's linguistic minorities and to assess the language
policy towards these communities. The author, a senior researcher of the EURAC (South Tyrol,
Italy), assuming linguistic rights as a component of fundamental human rights, codified in a number
of international covenants and in the Indian Constitution, provides an appraisal of the extent to
which language rights are respected in India's multilingual reality, which takes into consideration
the experiences of minority language protection in other regions.
  languages at risk: The Language Mosaic Barrett Williams, ChatGPT, 2025-04-06 Unlock the
enigmatic world of linguistics with The Language Mosaic, an illuminating journey into the heart of
human communication. From the prehistoric murmurs of early man to the complex dialects of the
digital age, this compelling eBook weaves a rich tapestry of how language has evolved to shape
societies, cultures, and individuals alike. Dive into the origins of language, tracing historical
milestones that unveil its profound impact on national identity and cultural survival. Explore how
language acts as a mirror reflecting deep societal structures, influencing power dynamics, and
shaping cognitive development. The Language Mosaic reveals how our words frame our thoughts
and build the narratives that define our human experience. In an era where technology transforms
communication, discover the radical shifts occurring in language as artificial intelligence and
globalization introduce new dialects and jargon. Delve into the striking intersection of language with
technology, and its implications for the future of human interaction. The Language Mosaic also
ventures into the realm of emotions and empathy, illustrating how language conveys the nuances of
human feelings and fosters connections between individuals across cultures. Through captivating
insights into the Sapir-Whorf hypothesis and the linguistic construction of reality, this book
challenges you to rethink how language influences perception and shapes our understanding of the
world. Celebrate the beauty and power of multilingualism, uncovering its cognitive benefits and the
brain's amazing adaptability in navigating multiple languages. Be inspired by the stories of
endangered languages and the passionate efforts to preserve them, recognizing their invaluable
contribution to our global heritage. Whether you're intrigued by the political rhetoric or art and
literature's linguistic creativity, The Language Mosaic offers a profound exploration of language's
multifaceted role in all aspects of life. Join this enlightening adventure and enrich your perspective



on the living, breathing phenomenon that is language.
  languages at risk: The Question of Language in African Literature Today Eldred D. Jones,
1991
  languages at risk: Does Thinking in a Foreign Language Lead to Riskier Decisions? An
Empirical Study of Decision-Making in Moral Dilemmas Vladislav Tsekov, 2017-04-05 Seminar
paper from the year 2015 in the subject Psychology - Personality Psychology, grade: 1,3, LMU
Munich, language: English, abstract: Millions of people around the world use foreign languages for
communication on a daily basis. Not being on the same level of proficiency as the mother tongue,
thinking in a foreign language can lead to changes in the decision-making process. We tested to see
whether thinking in a foreign language influences risk and moral judgments. German and English
natives completed an online study either in their native or in a foreign language. Results indicate
that participants answering in a foreign language were more risk seeking. No language effect was
found for people’s moral judgments. These findings support the hypothesis that a foreign language
puts more cognitive load on the brain and thus leaves less capacity available for rational
decision-making.
  languages at risk: A Guide to the World's Major Languages Gauraang Asan, 2025-01-03 A
Guide to the World's Major Languages offers an in-depth exploration of the most spoken and
influential languages globally. We present comprehensive historical, sociological, and linguistic
information, along with extensive descriptions of phonological and graphic systems, morphology,
word formation, syntactic patterns, and lexical features. Each chapter includes updated
bibliographies and census data, detailing the languages' number of speakers, official status, and
cultural and historical significance. We provide detailed overviews of inflectional languages,
highlighting main variants and conjugation classes. Our book emphasizes the grammatical and
sociolinguistic features of major languages, making it a reliable resource for both students and
enthusiasts. It is designed to be accessible to anyone interested in language studies, offering a
thorough understanding of the subject.
  languages at risk: Universal Access in Human-Computer Interaction Margherita Antona,
Constantine Stephanidis, 2023-07-08 This two-volume set constitutes the refereed proceedings of
the 17th International Conference on Universal Access in Human-Computer Interaction, UAHCI
2023, held as part of the 25th International Conference, HCI International 2023, in Copenhagen,
Denmark, during July 23-28, 2023. The total of 1578 papers and 396 posters included in the HCII
2022 proceedings was carefully reviewed and selected from 7472 submissions. The UAHCI 2023
proceedings were organized in the following topical sections: Part I: Design for All Methods, Tools
and Practice; Interaction Techniques, Platforms and Metaphors for Universal Access; Understanding
the Universal Access User Experience; and Designing for Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders.
Part II: Universal Access to XR; Universal Access to Learning and Education; Assistive Environments
and Quality of Life Technologies.
  languages at risk: Crime in an Insecure World Richard V. Ericson, 2007-01-09 'Crime in an
Insecure World' investigates the alarming trend across Western societies of treating every
imaginable source of harm as a crime. The book explains why selected issues of national security,
social security, corporate security and domestic security are at the top of the political agenda.
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