
letrs unit 6 learning targets
letrs unit 6 learning targets focus on critical components of literacy instruction that enhance
educators’ understanding of language structure, phonics, and word recognition skills. This unit aims to
equip teachers with specific goals to improve reading outcomes by deepening knowledge of
phonological awareness and orthographic mapping. Understanding the learning targets within LETRS
Unit 6 is essential for implementing evidence-based strategies that support student decoding and
encoding abilities. The unit emphasizes the development of foundational skills necessary for fluent
reading and spelling, guiding educators through the integration of linguistic concepts into practical
teaching methods. This article explores the detailed learning targets of LETRS Unit 6, examines their
significance in literacy education, and outlines how these objectives translate into classroom practice.
The following sections provide a comprehensive overview of the key areas covered by LETRS Unit 6
learning targets.
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Overview of LETRS Unit 6 Learning Targets
LETRS Unit 6 learning targets are designed to deepen educators’ knowledge of the linguistic
foundations necessary for effective literacy instruction. This unit concentrates on the intricate
relationship between sounds and symbols, enabling teachers to better support students’ decoding
and spelling skills. The primary focus includes phonological and phonemic awareness, orthographic
mapping, and morphological understanding. Each learning target is structured to help educators
recognize how these components interact during the process of word recognition and reading fluency.
By mastering these targets, teachers can implement research-based practices that foster
automaticity and comprehension in early and struggling readers.

Phonological and Phonemic Awareness Development

Defining Phonological Awareness
Phonological awareness refers to the ability to recognize and manipulate the sound structures in
spoken language, including syllables, onsets, rimes, and phonemes. LETRS Unit 6 learning targets



emphasize this skill as foundational to reading success. Developing phonological awareness allows
students to segment and blend sounds, which are critical for decoding unfamiliar words.

Phonemic Awareness as a Subset
Phonemic awareness, a subset of phonological awareness, specifically targets the recognition and
manipulation of individual phonemes. Unit 6 highlights the importance of this awareness in
orthographic mapping, enabling children to connect sounds with their corresponding letters or letter
patterns. Educators are trained to identify students’ phonemic skills and provide targeted instruction
to strengthen these abilities.

Key Learning Targets in Phonological and Phonemic
Awareness

Recognize various phonological units such as syllables and phonemes

Develop strategies for segmenting and blending phonemes

Apply phonemic manipulation to support decoding and spelling

Understand the role of phonological awareness in word recognition

Understanding Orthographic Mapping

Concept and Importance of Orthographic Mapping
Orthographic mapping is the process by which readers store written words in long-term memory by
connecting the sounds in spoken words to their corresponding letters or letter patterns. LETRS Unit 6
learning targets focus heavily on this concept as it is crucial for achieving fluent word recognition and
automaticity. Effective orthographic mapping allows students to read words effortlessly, freeing
cognitive resources for comprehension.

Components Involved in Orthographic Mapping
The unit elaborates on the components necessary for orthographic mapping, including phonemic
awareness, letter-sound knowledge, and the ability to segment and blend sounds. Teachers learn to
facilitate orthographic mapping by explicitly teaching these components and providing ample practice
opportunities.

Instructional Emphasis on Orthographic Mapping
LETRS Unit 6 encourages educators to incorporate activities that promote orthographic mapping, such
as decoding practice, word study, and spelling exercises. This targeted instruction supports students
in transitioning from laborious decoding to fluent reading.



The Role of Morphology in Word Recognition

Introduction to Morphological Awareness
Morphology, the study of word parts such as prefixes, suffixes, and root words, is a critical element
covered in LETRS Unit 6 learning targets. Understanding morphology enhances students’ ability to
decode multisyllabic words and infer meaning, which contributes to vocabulary growth and reading
comprehension.

Integrating Morphology into Literacy Instruction
The unit outlines strategies for teaching morphological analysis alongside phonics and orthographic
mapping. Educators learn to guide students in identifying and manipulating morphemes to decode
complex words and improve spelling accuracy.

Benefits of Morphological Knowledge
Teaching morphology supports not only decoding but also the development of spelling skills and
vocabulary acquisition. LETRS Unit 6 emphasizes how this knowledge empowers students to become
more independent and proficient readers.

Instructional Strategies Aligned with Unit 6 Targets

Explicit Phonics and Phonemic Awareness Instruction
LETRS Unit 6 promotes explicit instruction in phonics and phonemic awareness to build the foundation
for orthographic mapping. This includes systematic teaching of letter-sound relationships and
phoneme manipulation activities tailored to student needs.

Word Study and Spelling Activities
Educators are encouraged to implement structured word study that incorporates morphological
elements and orthographic patterns. Spelling instruction aligned with these targets helps solidify
students’ understanding of word structure.

Applying Multisensory Approaches
The unit supports the use of multisensory techniques to engage diverse learners, including visual,
auditory, and kinesthetic modalities. These approaches enhance retention and facilitate the
connection between sounds and symbols.

Summary of Effective Strategies

Systematic phonics instruction



Phoneme segmentation and blending exercises

Morphological analysis and word building

Multisensory learning activities

Regular practice with decoding and encoding

Assessment and Application of Learning Targets

Monitoring Student Progress
Assessment plays a vital role in LETRS Unit 6 learning targets by helping educators gauge students’
mastery of phonological awareness, orthographic mapping, and morphology. Formative assessments
guide instruction and ensure targeted support where needed.

Using Data to Inform Instruction
Teachers learn to use assessment data to tailor lessons, adjust pacing, and select appropriate
interventions. This data-driven approach maximizes instructional effectiveness and promotes student
success.

Translating Learning Targets into Classroom Practice
LETRS Unit 6 emphasizes the practical application of learning targets through lesson planning,
instructional strategies, and student engagement techniques. Educators are equipped to create
literacy environments that support all learners in developing proficient reading and spelling skills.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of LETRS Unit 6 Learning Targets?
LETRS Unit 6 Learning Targets focus on vocabulary development and comprehension strategies to
enhance students' reading skills.

How does LETRS Unit 6 address vocabulary instruction?
LETRS Unit 6 emphasizes explicit teaching of vocabulary through multiple strategies, including word-
learning strategies, morphological analysis, and contextual understanding.

What comprehension strategies are highlighted in LETRS Unit



6?
Unit 6 highlights strategies such as monitoring comprehension, making inferences, summarizing, and
using text structure to aid understanding.

Why are learning targets important in LETRS Unit 6?
Learning targets provide clear goals for educators to focus instruction on key vocabulary and
comprehension skills, ensuring effective teaching and student progress.

How can educators assess mastery of LETRS Unit 6 Learning
Targets?
Educators can assess mastery through formative assessments, observations of strategy use during
reading, and student performance on vocabulary and comprehension tasks.

What role does morphological awareness play in LETRS Unit
6?
Morphological awareness helps students understand word parts such as prefixes, suffixes, and roots,
which is a key component of vocabulary instruction in Unit 6.

How does LETRS Unit 6 support struggling readers?
Unit 6 provides targeted strategies to build vocabulary and comprehension skills, which are often
areas of difficulty for struggling readers, thereby supporting their reading development.

Can LETRS Unit 6 Learning Targets be integrated with other
literacy instruction?
Yes, the learning targets can be integrated with phonics, fluency, and writing instruction to provide a
comprehensive literacy approach.

What are some examples of learning targets from LETRS Unit
6?
Examples include: 'I can use context clues to determine the meaning of unknown words,' and 'I can
use text structure to improve comprehension.'

Additional Resources
1. "Reading Wonders: Unit 6 Reader"
This book is specifically designed to align with LETRS Unit 6 learning targets, focusing on advanced
phonics and word recognition strategies. It provides a variety of engaging texts that help students
apply decoding skills in context. The lessons include comprehension checks and vocabulary exercises
to reinforce understanding.



2. "Phonics Pathways: Clear Steps to Easy Reading and Perfect Spelling" by Dolores G. Hiskes
A comprehensive guide to phonics instruction, this book supports the development of decoding and
encoding skills emphasized in LETRS Unit 6. It presents systematic approaches to teaching sounds,
syllables, and spelling patterns. Educators and parents will find practical activities to boost learners'
reading fluency.

3. "Words Their Way: Word Study for Phonics, Vocabulary, and Spelling Instruction" by Donald R. Bear
et al.
This resource focuses on word study strategies that complement LETRS Unit 6 objectives, particularly
in understanding word patterns and morphology. The book offers diagnostic tools and hands-on
activities to help students categorize and analyze words. It encourages active engagement with
language to improve literacy skills.

4. "The Reading Strategies Book" by Jennifer Serravallo
Targeting diverse literacy skills, this book includes strategies that align with LETRS Unit 6 goals such
as decoding multisyllabic words and improving fluency. It provides over 300 teaching techniques to
support readers at various levels. The strategies are easy to implement and adaptable to different
classroom settings.

5. "Multisyllabic Word Reading Strategies: A Guide for Educators" by Dr. Jan Hasbrouck
Focusing on the challenges of decoding longer words, this book aligns closely with LETRS Unit 6
learning targets. It breaks down syllable types and teaches systematic approaches to multisyllabic
word recognition. The guide includes assessment tools and lesson plans to track student progress.

6. "Language at the Speed of Sight" by Mark Seidenberg
This book explores the science of reading and the importance of phonics and word recognition skills
highlighted in LETRS Unit 6. It combines research with practical teaching advice to help educators
understand how children learn to read. Readers will gain insights into effective strategies for literacy
instruction.

7. "Explicit Instruction: Effective and Efficient Teaching" by Anita L. Archer and Charles A. Hughes
Explicit instruction is a key component of LETRS Unit 6 methodology. This book offers a detailed
framework for delivering clear, direct teaching of phonics and decoding skills. It includes examples
and scripts that teachers can use to enhance student learning and retention.

8. "Teaching Reading Sourcebook" by Bill Honig, Linda Diamond, and Linda Gutlohn
A comprehensive resource that covers phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and
comprehension, this book supports the full scope of LETRS Unit 6 targets. It provides research-based
strategies and practical activities for classroom use. The sourcebook is an invaluable tool for
educators aiming to improve literacy outcomes.

9. "Systematic Phonics Instruction: Developing Skilled Readers" by Wiley Blevins
This book emphasizes the systematic approach to phonics that is central to LETRS Unit 6. It guides
teachers through the sequencing of phonics skills and offers interventions for struggling readers. The
clear explanations and lesson plans help ensure effective instruction and student success.
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  letrs unit 6 learning targets: Essentials of Dyslexia Assessment and Intervention Nancy
Mather, Barbara J. Wendling, 2024-02-06 Expert guidance on the features of dyslexia and the most
effective treatment options Essentials of Dyslexia Assessment and Intervention allows psychologists,
graduate students, reading specialists, and others to quickly acquire the knowledge and skills
needed to treat individuals struggling with dyslexia. This book provides step-by-step guidance on
accurately identifying, assessing, and using evidence-based interventions with individuals with
dyslexia. Addressing the components that need to be considered in the assessment of dyslexia—both
cognitive and academic—this book includes descriptions of the various tests used in a
comprehensive dyslexia assessment along with detailed, evidence-based interventions that
professionals and parents can use to help individuals struggling with dyslexia. A part of the trusted
Essentials of Psychological Assessment series, this book features concise chapters designed to
facilitate retention of key concepts with callout boxes, bullet points, and extensive illustrations.
Additionally, the chapters contain questions to test your knowledge and reinforce what you have
learned. This updated second edition covers essential topics for today’s professionals, including
genetic factors, reading instruction, technology, and dyslexia in schools. Gain an understanding of
the neurological and genetic causes and risk factors of dyslexia Assess reading fluency, phonological
awareness, and other markers of dyslexia Discover the latest interventions for improving reading
and spelling in individuals with dyslexia Learn to pick up on cues that help with early identification
and treatment of dyslexia Providing an in-depth look at dyslexia, this straightforward book presents
information that will prepare school psychologists, neuropsychologists, educational diagnosticians,
special education teachers, as well as general education teachers, to recognize, assess, and provide
effective treatment programs for dyslexia. The book is also a good resource for parents who are
helping a child with dyslexia.
  letrs unit 6 learning targets: Reading Street : Unit 6 : Reaching for Goals ,
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