
major world religions

major world religions have shaped human civilization, culture, and history for millennia. These belief systems
provide moral frameworks, community cohesion, and explanations for existential questions about life, death,
and the universe. Understanding the major world religions is essential for appreciating global diversity and
fostering mutual respect among different cultures. This article explores the largest and most influential
religions, including Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, and Judaism, discussing their origins, beliefs,
practices, and global impact. Additionally, it examines smaller yet significant faiths and their contributions to
spiritual and cultural landscapes worldwide. The following sections offer an organized overview of these
religions, highlighting key aspects that define their identity and influence.
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Other Significant Religions

Christianity

Christianity is one of the major world religions and the largest by number of adherents globally. It is based on
the life, teachings, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Christians believe in one God who exists as a Holy
Trinity: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. The Bible is the sacred scripture of Christianity, consisting of
the Old Testament and the New Testament.

Origins and History

Christianity originated in the 1st century CE in the Roman province of Judea. It emerged from Jewish traditions
and quickly spread throughout the Roman Empire and beyond. The religion evolved through various
denominations, including Roman Catholicism, Eastern Orthodoxy, and Protestantism, each with distinct
doctrines and practices.

Core Beliefs and Practices

Central to Christian faith is the belief in salvation through Jesus Christ. Practices include prayer, worship
services, sacraments such as baptism and communion, and adherence to moral teachings. Christianity emphasizes
love, forgiveness, and charity as fundamental principles.

Global Influence

Christianity has profoundly influenced art, culture, law, and ethics throughout history. It remains a major
force in shaping societal values and global humanitarian efforts.



Islam

Islam is another of the major world religions, second only to Christianity in the number of followers
worldwide. It is a monotheistic faith founded on the teachings of the Prophet Muhammad in the 7th century CE.
The Quran is the holy book of Islam, believed to be the literal word of God as revealed to Muhammad.

Foundational Beliefs

Islam centers on the belief in one God (Allah) and the Five Pillars of Islam, which guide Muslims in their faith and
practice. These pillars are the declaration of faith (Shahada), prayer (Salat), almsgiving (Zakat), fasting
during Ramadan (Sawm), and pilgrimage to Mecca (Hajj).

Branches of Islam

The two main branches of Islam are Sunni and Shia, which differ in aspects of theology and leadership. Despite
these differences, both groups share fundamental beliefs and practices.

Cultural and Social Impact

Islam has significantly influenced the arts, sciences, law, and politics in many regions, especially across the
Middle East, North Africa, and parts of Asia. Muslim communities worldwide contribute to diverse cultural
and intellectual traditions.

Hinduism

Hinduism is one of the oldest major world religions and is predominantly practiced in India and Nepal. It comprises
a complex system of beliefs, rituals, and philosophies rather than a single unified doctrine. Hinduism is
characterized by its diversity of gods, scriptures, and spiritual practices.

Core Concepts

Key concepts in Hinduism include dharma (duty/ethics), karma (action and consequence), samsara (cycle of
rebirth), and moksha (liberation from the cycle of life and death). Hindu worship often involves rituals,
festivals, and devotion to various deities such as Vishnu, Shiva, and Devi.

Scriptures and Texts

Important Hindu scriptures include the Vedas, Upanishads, Bhagavad Gita, and Ramayana. These texts provide
guidance on theology, philosophy, and moral conduct.

Practice and Influence

Hinduism influences cultural practices, social structure, arts, and philosophy in South Asia and among the
global diaspora. Its spiritual teachings have also attracted interest worldwide.



Buddhism

Buddhism is a major world religion that originated in India in the 5th to 6th century BCE with the teachings of
Siddhartha Gautama, known as the Buddha. It emphasizes the path to enlightenment through ethical living,
meditation, and wisdom.

Fundamental Teachings

The Four Noble Truths and the Eightfold Path form the foundation of Buddhist doctrine. These teachings
address the nature of suffering and the means to overcome it through mental discipline and moral conduct.

Branches of Buddhism

There are several branches of Buddhism, including Therav�da, Mah�y�na, and Vajray�na, each with unique
practices and interpretations of the Buddha’s teachings.

Global Spread and Cultural Impact

Buddhism has spread throughout Asia and the world, influencing art, philosophy, and meditation practices. It
plays a significant role in the spiritual life of millions and continues to inspire contemporary mindfulness
movements.

Judaism

Judaism is one of the oldest monotheistic religions and the foundation for both Christianity and Islam. It is
based on the covenant between God and the Hebrew people, with the Torah as its central sacred text.

Beliefs and Practices

Judaism emphasizes the worship of one God, adherence to the commandments outlined in the Torah, and the
importance of community and ethical behavior. Key practices include observing the Sabbath, dietary laws
(kashrut), and various religious festivals.

Historical Significance

Judaism has deeply influenced Western religious thought and cultural traditions. Despite historical challenges,
it remains a vibrant faith community worldwide, particularly in Israel and the diaspora.

Cultural Contributions

Jewish culture encompasses a rich tradition of scholarship, literature, music, and philosophy that has
contributed significantly to global civilization.

Other Significant Religions

Beyond the major world religions, several other faiths hold important roles in the spiritual and cultural



fabric of societies. These include Sikhism, Jainism, Bah�'� Faith, Shinto, and various indigenous and folk religions.

Sikhism

Sikhism originated in the 15th century in the Punjab region of India. It emphasizes the oneness of God, equality of
all people, and the importance of living a truthful, disciplined life. The Guru Granth Sahib is the central
scripture of Sikhism.

Jainism

Jainism is an ancient Indian religion that teaches non-violence (ahimsa), truth, and asceticism. It focuses on
liberation of the soul through ethical living and self-discipline.

Bah�'� Faith

The Bah�'� Faith promotes the unity of all religions and humanity. Founded in the 19th century, it teaches the
oneness of God, equality, and universal peace.

Indigenous and Folk Religions

Many indigenous cultures maintain traditional spiritual practices connected to nature, ancestors, and
community life. These religions contribute to the diversity of religious expression globally.

Summary of Major World Religions

Christianity: Largest religion, centered on Jesus Christ and the Bible.

Islam: Monotheistic faith based on the Quran and Five Pillars.

Hinduism: Diverse beliefs focusing on karma, dharma, and moksha.

Buddhism: Philosophy and religion focused on enlightenment.

Judaism: Ancient monotheistic faith centered on the Torah.

Other Religions: Sikhism, Jainism, Bah�'�, Shinto, and indigenous faiths.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the five major world religions?

The five major world religions are Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, and Judaism.

Which religion has the largest number of followers worldwide?

Christianity has the largest number of followers worldwide, with over 2 billion adherents.



What is the significance of the Quran in Islam?

The Quran is the holy book of Islam, believed to be the word of God as revealed to Prophet Muhammad. It
serves as the primary source of guidance for Muslims.

How do Hinduism and Buddhism differ?

Hinduism is a complex religion with a vast pantheon of gods and a belief in karma and reincarnation, whereas
Buddhism focuses on the teachings of Buddha, emphasizing the path to enlightenment through the Four Noble
Truths and the Eightfold Path.

What are the core beliefs of Judaism?

Judaism centers on the belief in one God, the covenant between God and the Jewish people, and adherence to the
Torah's laws and commandments.

How do major world religions approach the concept of the afterlife?

Approaches vary: Christianity and Islam believe in heaven and hell; Hinduism and Buddhism believe in reincarnation
and liberation; Judaism has diverse views, often focusing more on life on earth.

What role do rituals play in major world religions?

Rituals serve to express faith, commemorate sacred events, and foster community among believers. Examples
include prayer, fasting, and festivals.

How has globalization affected major world religions?

Globalization has facilitated the spread of religious ideas, increased interfaith dialogue, and sometimes led to
both greater religious tolerance and conflict.

Additional Resources
1. The World's Religions by Huston Smith
This comprehensive book offers an accessible introduction to the major religious traditions of the world,
including Hinduism, Buddhism, Christianity, Islam, Judaism, and others. Huston Smith explores the historical
contexts, key beliefs, rituals, and spiritual insights of each faith. The book is widely praised for its respectful
and insightful approach to understanding diverse religious perspectives.

2. A History of God by Karen Armstrong
Karen Armstrong traces the evolution of the concept of God in Judaism, Christianity, and Islam over thousands
of years. She examines how religious ideas have developed in response to historical and cultural changes. The
book provides a thoughtful exploration of monotheism and the search for the divine in the major Abrahamic
faiths.

3. The Bhagavad Gita translated by Eknath Easwaran
An essential sacred text of Hinduism, the Bhagavad Gita is a dialogue between Prince Arjuna and the god
Krishna on duty, righteousness, and spirituality. This translation by Eknath Easwaran is praised for its
clarity and poetic beauty. The text offers profound philosophical insights and practical guidance for living a
meaningful life.

4. The Quran: A New Translation by M.A.S. Abdel Haleem
This modern English translation of the Quran aims to render the text in clear, contemporary language while
preserving its poetic and spiritual qualities. Abdel Haleem provides helpful introductions and notes to
contextualize the verses. The book is a valuable resource for those seeking to understand Islam’s holy



scripture from an accessible perspective.

5. The Tao Te Ching by Laozi, translated by Stephen Mitchell
A foundational text of Taoism, the Tao Te Ching is a collection of poetic verses that explore the nature of
the Tao, or "the Way," and how to live in harmony with it. Stephen Mitchell’s translation is celebrated for its
lyrical and philosophical depth. The book encourages readers to embrace simplicity, humility, and balance.

6. God Is Not One: The Eight Rival Religions That Run the World—and Why Their Differences Matter by Stephen
Prothero
Stephen Prothero challenges the notion that all religions are essentially the same by exploring eight major
world religions in depth. He highlights their unique beliefs, practices, and historical development, arguing for the
importance of understanding religious differences. The book is engaging and informative, promoting religious
literacy and respect.

7. The Jewish Study Bible, edited by Adele Berlin and Marc Zvi Brettler
This comprehensive study Bible focuses on the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament from a Jewish perspective. It includes
extensive commentary, essays, and notes that illuminate the text’s religious, historical, and cultural
significance. The book is an essential resource for anyone interested in Judaism and biblical studies.

8. Buddhism: A Very Short Introduction by Damien Keown
Damien Keown provides a concise yet thorough overview of Buddhism’s history, teachings, and practices. The
book covers key concepts such as the Four Noble Truths, the Eightfold Path, meditation, and the diversity
within Buddhist traditions. It is an excellent starting point for readers new to Buddhism or seeking a clear
summary.

9. The Orthodox Church by Kallistos Ware
This book offers an authoritative introduction to Eastern Orthodox Christianity, covering its theology,
liturgy, history, and spirituality. Kallistos Ware presents the traditions and beliefs of Orthodoxy with
clarity and reverence. It is highly regarded for its insightful portrayal of one of Christianity’s oldest
branches.
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  major world religions: Major World Religions Lloyd Ridgeon, 2003-12-08 This book focuses
upon those religions that continue to demand the attention of the Western world.
  major world religions: World Religions Jeffrey Brodd, 2003 The major religions of the world
are a mystery to many high school teens. Now you can help them unlock the doors of these
traditions with our new text, World Religions: A Voyage of Discovery. The book is an introductory
survey that helps eleventh and twelfth graders understand the people, dimensions, and religious
principles of the world's major religions. The textbook includes a chapter on each of eleven major
world religions, including Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, and others. The text
offers the Catholic perspective on interreligious dialogue, an overview of basic questions that
religions address, and Ninian Smart's seven dimensions of religion. A glossary and word
pronunciations in each chapter help students learn unfamiliar terms. In addition, the second edition
of this text incorporates the following new features: a new chapter on modern trends in religion;
new, more detailed maps; a new section on the Aztec religion of Mesoamerica; a sidebar in each
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chapter offering examples of the seven dimensions of religion; and review questions at the end of
each chapter.
  major world religions: Major World Religions Mason Crest, 2017-08-15 According to the
Pew Research Center, roughly 84 percent of the worlds population identify with a religious group.
This new series MAJOR WORLD RELIGIONS covers six of the largest religions: Christianity, Islam,
Hinduism, Buddhism, Sikhism, and Judaism. Approximately 5.2 billion people follow one of these
religious groups, with Pew estimating that there are 2.2 billion Christians, 1.6 billion Muslims, 1
billion Hindus, 376 million Buddhists, 23 million Sikhs, and 14 million Jews living in the world today.
Written in consultation with religious scholars, each book describes the important beliefs of each
religion, along with information about its history, practices, and rituals. A variety of useful features
supplement the texts, including glossary terms, sources for further information, links to educational
videos, ideas for projects and reports, and a detailed index.
  major world religions: History of Major World Religions Nicky Huys, 2025-08-31 History of
Major World Religions offers a comprehensive exploration of the world's most significant faiths,
tracing their origins, evolution, and impact on human civilization. This insightful volume delves into
the core beliefs, practices, and historical context of major religions such as Christianity, Islam,
Hinduism, Buddhism, and Judaism, among others. Readers will discover how these faiths have
shaped cultures, influenced societies, and contributed to philosophical thought throughout history.
The book also examines the interactions and dialogues between religions, highlighting the common
threads and unique characteristics that define each belief system. Ideal for students, scholars, and
anyone interested in understanding the complex tapestry of global spirituality, this work serves as a
valuable resource for both academic study and personal enrichment. Dive into the rich narratives of
faith, conflict, and coexistence that have shaped our world.
  major world religions: Islam and Other Major World Religions Kaiyume Baksh, 2007-08-16
This book is intended for the average reader who would like a general introduction to the world's
major religions with an emphasis on Islam. All organized religions assume the existence of God as
the Creator of the universe and all things in it. The first chapter, Is There a God?, inclines toward
this belief and sets the stage for the next five chapters, each on a major world religion. The chapters
Angels, Miracles, and Reincarnation reflect mainly the viewpoints of these religions. The main focus,
however, is on Islam. Toward this end the penultimate chapter, Is the Qur'an God's Word? attempts
to answer this question in the affirmative, while the final chapter is devoted to two views within
Islam regarding the all-important topic of Life after Death. The first is the majority-held view
regarding belief in a soul-body dualism, while the second view holds that there is no soul, only a
body. Overall, the intent is to provide a springboard for further reading and discussion by the
interested reader.
  major world religions: Islam and Other Major World Religions Kaiyume Baksh, 2007 A
general description of the world's major religions along with chapters on whether there is a God,
Angels, Miracles, Reincarnation, the Qur'an, and Life after Death
  major world religions: Glimpses of the Scriptures of Major World Religions Ashok K.
Sinha, 2014-04-11 This book, A COLLECTION OF EXCERPTS FROM THE SCRIPTURES OF MAJOR
WORLD RELIGIONS, consists of three major Parts. PART I (adopted from an earlier book by the
author) pertains to major religions that originated in INDIA at different epochs of history; namely,
HINDUISM, BUDDHISM, JAINISM, and SIKHISM. PART I I contains excerpts from the main
scriptures of the three religions that originated in European and the Middle Eastern regions with
their original roots in Prophet Abraham, namely, JUDAISM, CHRISTIANITY, And ISLAM. Thus, PART
I contains excerpts from the Vedas and the Upanishads (Hinduism); the Dhammapad (Buddhism);
the Agam (Jainism); and the Guru Granth Saheb (Sikhism.) A number of essays on the historical
backgrounds, the leading figures and events, and their interrelations are also included for a deeper
appreciation of the pertinent philosophies. PART II, similarly, contains excerpts from The Old
Testament (Judaism) and The New Testament (Christianity) of the Bible, and the Koran (Islam), with
a brief Introduction in each case. The main purpose of presenting this book is to illustrate the



commonality of the Indian religions due to their common root Hinduism -- that came into being in
India some 10-15 millennia ago, and was modified from time to time. These religions have coexisted
peacefully and harmoniously for centuries and millennia, and have contributed much in the global
spiritual development. In particular, Buddhism has been adopted in a significant portion of Asia
(China, Japan, South-East Asia), and has been also attracting the intellectuals in the West in recent
years. Interrelations among the other three religions are also evident due to their common root;
though significant historical schisms and ideological differences among them are also well-known.
As the world enters the Twentieth Century, it is imperative for world-peace that people across the
globe try to understand one another better, in terms of the spiritual and religious beliefs,
philosophies, mentalities, and traditional tendencies that shape their individual lives as well as their
mutual interaction patterns. It is hoped that this book makes a small contribution in that direction.
  major world religions: The Popular Encyclopedia of World Religions Richard Wolff, 2007 A
concise guide covers the history, beliefs and practices, key leaders, and impact upon the modern
world of major world religions, including Islam, Buddhism, Confucianism and Daoism, Hinduism,
Judaism, and Christianity.
  major world religions: Many Paths, Many Truths Leo Rastogi, PhD, 2021-08-30 Have you
ever wondered why there is so much religious diversity in the world? How did this story of humanity
begin and what ancient wisdom has been lost along the way? Can you believe in God and not be
religious? Or simply put, why do human beings have a need to believe in something… anything? This
book is a journey through the genesis of faith, the evolution of ancient spiritual practices, the dawn
of major world religions and an exploration of the emerging frontiers of New Age spirituality.
  major world religions: History of World Religions Nicky Huys, 2025-07-24 History of World
Religions is a comprehensive exploration of the world's major faiths, delving into their origins,
beliefs, practices, and cultural impacts. This book takes readers on a journey through time, from
ancient spiritual traditions to contemporary belief systems, highlighting the similarities and
differences that shape our understanding of faith. Each chapter focuses on a specific religion,
providing insights into its sacred texts, rituals, and historical figures while also addressing the social
and political contexts that influenced its development. Ideal for students, scholars, or anyone curious
about the complex tapestry of human spirituality, this book encourages readers to appreciate the
diversity of beliefs that coexist in today's world. By fostering understanding and dialogue, it aims to
promote tolerance and respect among different cultures and religions, making it an essential read
for those seeking to deepen their knowledge of global faith traditions.
  major world religions: Approaching the World's Religions, Volume 1 Robert Boyd, 2017-05-04
Philosophically Thinking about World Religions is different from other works in the discipline today.
It deviates from the typical approaches used for the study of world religions. Its goal is to engage
readers in thinking hard about world religions, not about the data surrounding those traditions. By
focusing on philosophical questions, each reader should be challenged to do their own investigations
that may reveal the heart of these traditions. Another stance that this project takes that
distinguishes it from other texts in the discipline is that it advocates an inclusivist perspective
regarding the world religions. Pluralism, which is the predominate assumption today, ends either in
contradiction or in the development of a metatheory that dismisses crucial distinctions between the
various traditions or eliminates some ancient religions because they do not fit the metatheory. By
taking an open inclusivist approach, all religious traditions may engage at the table of dialogue. The
final essay is about justice and social affairs. While that discussion is couched within the context of a
particular tradition, each religious tradition must have the discussion. But it must be more than an
intrareligious dialogue; it must become an interreligious dialogue.
  major world religions: The World's Religions Peter B. Clarke, Peter Beyer, 2009-05-07 This
comprehensive volume focuses on the world's religions and the changes they have undergone as
they become more global and diverse in form. It explores the religions of the world not only in the
regions with which they have been historically associated, but also looks at the new cultural and
religious contexts in which they are developing. It considers the role of migration in the spread of



religions by examining the issues raised for modern societies by the increasing interaction of
different religions. The volume also addresses such central questions as the dynamics of religious
innovation which is evidenced in the rise and impact of new religious and new spirituality
movements in every continent.
  major world religions: INTRODUCTION TO WORLD RELIGIONS AND BELIEF SYSTEM
BERHN VINCENT C. DOSDOS, 2021-08-30 The course explores the main tenets and practices of
major world religions: Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Theravada Buddhism, Mahayana
Buddhism, Confucianism, Taoism, and Shintoism. It aims to help learners understand the historical
contexts of nine religions, appreciate their uniqueness and similarities, and promote mutual
understanding among believers of different faiths. They are expected to demonstrate understanding
and appreciation of one’s faith and that of others.
  major world religions: Understanding World Religions George Braswell, 1994-01-12
Understanding other religions is no longer an academic, ivory tower exercise. In this timely and
important book, Dr, Braswell provides an introduction to the major world religions, as well as many
of the minor ones.
  major world religions: The World's Religions in Figures Todd M. Johnson, Brian J. Grim,
2013-03-25 Created by two of the field’s leading experts, this unique introduction to international
religious demography outlines the challenges in interpreting data on religious adherence, and
presents a contemporary portrait of global religious belief. Offers the first comprehensive overview
of the field of international religious demography – detailing what we know about religious
adherents around the world, and how we know it Examines religious freedom and diversity,
including agnostics and atheists, on a global scale, highlighting trends over the past 100 years and
projecting estimates for the year 2050 Outlines the issues and challenges related to definitions,
taxonomies, sources, analyses, and other techniques in interpreting data on religious adherence
Considers data from religious communities, censuses, surveys, and scholarly research, along with
several in-depth case studies on the global Muslim population, religion in China, and the religious
demography of recently created Sudan and South Sudan Argues against the belief that the
twentieth-century was a ‘secular’ period by putting forward new evidence to the contrary Provides
resources for measuring both qualitatively and quantitatively important data on the world's religious
situation in the twenty-first century
  major world religions: A World Religions Reader Ian S. Markham, Christy Lohr Sapp,
2020-01-17 A comprehensive and accessible textbook which explores the traditions and beliefs of the
world’s living religions – the fully updated and revised new edition The World Religions Reader is an
inclusive, student-friendly examination of the history, teaching, practices, and appeal of the world’s
major religions. Covering both the fundamentals and complexities of each religious tradition, this
popular textbook brings together significant texts from scriptures and scholars, as well as writings
from philosophers and other significant thinkers throughout history. Students are provided with an
introduction and overview of the tradition, taken through its primary texts, and presented with a text
which seeks to persuade the student of the tradition’s merits. This new edition has been thoroughly
updated to be even more accessible for students new to interreligious engagement and to reflect
current trends and developments in religions worldwide. Every chapter opens with a substantial
overview which orients the new student and then flows into a carefully chosen set of texts - a regular
textbook is now combined with a Reader. New content examines areas such as the Rastafarian
tradition, while revised chapters cover secular humanism and indigenous and emerging religious
traditions. The methodology of the book focuses on an empathetic approach – representing each
tradition from the perspective of a conventional adherent – enabling students to develop
understanding of each tradition and appreciate similarities and differences in their most typical
forms. Invites students to study each tradition from the perspective of a follower, aiming to
understand why the tradition is popular and powerful Explores representative passages,
world-views, rituals and institutions, ethical expressions and modern outlooks for each religion
Features discussions of interfaith perspectives on the role of women in religious traditions and the



impact of world events and politics on interfaith communication Encourages students to consider
questions of truth, the relation of religion and society, and the changing nature of a tradition in the
modern world Includes a complete set of pedagogical tools and instructor resources, including
end-of-chapter fact sheets, topic summaries, key term sections, and essay and discussion questions
The World Religions Reader, Fourth Edition is an ideal textbook for undergraduate and graduate
courses in religion, especially for liberal arts and non-affiliated colleges, as well as general readers
wishing to increase their knowledge of the world’s religious traditions.
  major world religions: The World's Religions after September 11 Arvind Sharma,
2008-11-30 This set is an unprecedented examination of religion's influence on modern life, an
honest assessment of how religion can either destroy us or preserve us, and a thorough exploration
of what steps might be necessary for all religions to join together as a force for good. Convening on
the fifth anniversary of the terrorist attack on the World Trade Center, the global congress The
World's Religions after September 11 explored the negative and positive possibilities of the religious
dimensions of life. The presentations from the congress have been pulled together in this set, which
addresses religion's intersection with human rights, spirituality, science, healing, the media,
international diplomacy, globalization, war and peace, and more. This comprehensive set includes
contributions from such well-known scholars of religion as Arvind Sharma and a host of others from
all the world's religious traditions. This set is an unprecedented examination of religion's influence
on modern life, an honest assessment of how religion can either destroy us or preserve us, and a
thorough exploration of what steps might be necessary for all religions to join together as a force for
good. Because of the attack on the World Trade Center on September 11, 2001, the very concept of
religion underwent a paradigm shift. Instead of standing for virtue and piety, peace and harmony,
the word religion also came to be inextricably associated with evil, aggression, and terror. People
around the world began to question whether the religious and secular dimensions of modern life can
be reconciled, whether the different religions of the world can ever coexist in harmony. Indeed, the
very future of religion itself has sometimes seemed to be uncertain, or at least suspect.
  major world religions: The World's Religions Arvind Sharma, 2010-10-01 This wide-ranging
reader combines some of the best and most valuable contemporary perspectives from leading and
significant writers, teachers, and thinkers who together address critical challenges and
opportunities for the world's religions in a post 9/11 world. Edited by Arvind Sharma and organized
by topic, the essays in this reader consider broad questions such as, What influence does religion
have on contemporary life? The thematic arrangement of topics includes diverse religious
perspectives on: war, terror, peace, human rights, pluralism, diversity, gender, spirituality, the
interreligious dialogue, international diplomacy and globalization.
  major world religions: Global Citizenship, Cultural Citizenship and World Religions in Religion
Education David Chidester, 2002
  major world religions: The Illustrated Guide to World Religions Michael David Coogan, 1998
Graced with rich illustrations and written by a team of eminent scholars, this book presents a wealth
of information on faiths around the world. Each chapter in this volume examines one of seven major
world religions--from Judaism to Christianity and from Islam to Buddhism.
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