loomis method drawing side view

loomis method drawing side view is a fundamental technique used by artists to
create accurate and proportionate side profiles of the human head and figure.
Developed by Andrew Loomis, this method simplifies complex anatomical
structures into basic shapes and guidelines, making it easier to visualize
and draw the side view with correct proportions. The Loomis method emphasizes
understanding the three-dimensional form, perspective, and alignment of
facial features from a lateral perspective. This article explores the
essential principles of the Loomis method drawing side view, step-by-step
instructions, common challenges, and tips for mastering this technique.
Whether for portraiture, character design, or figure drawing, mastering the
Loomis method for side views enhances an artist’s ability to depict the human
form realistically and consistently. The following sections will provide a
comprehensive guide, starting with the foundational concepts, proceeding to
detailed drawing steps, and concluding with advanced applications and
practice advice.

e Understanding the Loomis Method for Side View Drawing

e Step-by-Step Guide to Drawing the Side View Using the Loomis Method
e Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

e Advanced Applications and Techniques

e Practice Tips for Improving Side View Drawings

Understanding the Loomis Method for Side View
Drawing

The Loomis method drawing side view is grounded in breaking down the human
head and figure into simple geometric shapes, primarily spheres and planes,
to capture the spatial relationships accurately. This approach helps artists
avoid flat or distorted depictions by focusing on the three-dimensional form.
Andrew Loomis’'s system provides a structured way to measure proportions and
align facial features, which is essential when working from the side
perspective where depth and profile shapes are more pronounced.

Basic Shapes and Construction



The core of the Loomis method for the side view starts with a sphere
representing the cranium. From this sphere, a jawline is constructed by
extending shapes that define the lower face. This process involves marking
the central axis, which in the side view is a vertical line that helps in
positioning the nose, mouth, and chin accurately. The side plane of the head
is also established to understand the orientation of the ear and the depth of
the skull.

Proportional Guidelines

Proportions are critical in the Loomis method drawing side view. The head is
divided into equal sections to locate the hairline, brow line, nose base, and
chin. Typically, the distance from the hairline to the brow line equals the
distance from the brow line to the base of the nose and from the nose to the
chin. These divisions assist in maintaining symmetry and anatomical
correctness when viewing the head from the side.

Step-by-Step Guide to Drawing the Side View
Using the Loomis Method

Creating an accurate side view using the Loomis method involves sequential
steps that emphasize construction and measurement. This structured process
ensures the final drawing has balanced proportions and believable volume.

1. Draw the Basic Sphere: Begin by sketching a circle that represents the
cranium. This sphere forms the foundation for the entire head structure.

2. Mark the Center Line: Draw a vertical line slightly off-center to
indicate the front of the face, which helps in positioning facial
features along the profile.

3. Define the Jaw and Chin: Extend lines from the sphere to construct the
lower jaw and chin, shaping the outline of the face.

4. Establish Horizontal Planes: Draw horizontal guidelines for the
hairline, brow, nose, and chin to maintain proper facial proportions.

5. Place the Ear: The ear is positioned between the brow line and the base
of the nose on the side plane of the head.

6. Sketch Facial Features: Using the guidelines, add the nose bridge, lips,
and eye socket, ensuring they follow the contours of the head’s side
profile.



7. Refine the Neck and Shoulders: Connect the base of the skull to the
neck, indicating the natural slope and musculature.

8. Add Details and Shadows: Finalize the drawing by refining lines, adding
hair, and applying shading to emphasize depth.

Tips for Accurate Feature Placement

To ensure the features align well in the side view, it is helpful to:

e Use consistent measurement units derived from the head’s overall height.
e Check angles of the nose and jawline against the central axis.

e Visualize the head as a three-dimensional object, accounting for
perspective and volume.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Artists often face difficulties when applying the Loomis method drawing side
view, especially in maintaining proportions and perspective. Understanding
these challenges can improve drawing accuracy.

Distorted Proportions

One frequent issue is distorting the size or position of features such as the
nose, mouth, or jaw. This happens when the guidelines are not measured or
applied precisely. Using careful divisions of the head height and consistent
reference points helps mitigate this problem.

Flattened Appearance

Failing to depict the three-dimensional volume can result in a flat or
lifeless side profile. Emphasizing the spherical construction of the cranium
and adding planes for the facial features helps maintain form and depth.



Misplaced Ear or Neck

The ear’s position can be tricky since it sits on the side plane, not
directly on the frontal axis. Recognizing the ear’s anatomical placement
between the brow and nose lines, aligned with the jaw, is essential.
Similarly, the neck must connect naturally to the base of the skull and slope
realistically towards the shoulders.

Advanced Applications and Techniques

Once comfortable with the basic Loomis method drawing side view, artists can
explore advanced techniques to enhance realism and expression.

Dynamic Poses and Angles

The Loomis method can be adapted to draw side views with varied head tilts
and rotations. Understanding foreshortening and perspective principles allows
artists to depict dynamic poses while preserving proportional accuracy.

Incorporating Musculature and Skin Details

Beyond the structural shapes, adding anatomical details such as muscle
groups, wrinkles, and skin texture enriches the drawing. Using the Loomis
framework as a guide, these details can be layered without compromising the
underlying form.

Combining with Other Drawing Methods

The Loomis method complements other approaches like gesture drawing or
contour drawing. Integrating these techniques provides a holistic skill set
for capturing movement and emotion in side view portraits.

Practice Tips for Improving Side View Drawings

Consistent practice using the Loomis method drawing side view is essential
for skill development. Focused exercises help reinforce proportions, spatial
understanding, and feature placement.



Recommended Practice Exercises

e Sketch multiple skulls using the Loomis sphere and plane construction to
build familiarity.

e Draw side views from various angles and lighting conditions to
understand volume and shadow.

e Practice quick studies emphasizing the head’s basic shapes before adding
details.

e Use photo references and compare them with Loomis-based sketches to
identify areas for improvement.

Regularly reviewing and analyzing mistakes during practice sessions will
accelerate mastery of the Loomis method for side views, enabling artists to
produce confident, proportionate, and lifelike drawings.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Loomis Method for drawing a side view of
the head?

The Loomis Method is a systematic approach to drawing the human head,
developed by artist Andrew Loomis. For the side view, it involves starting
with a sphere, adding the jawline, and then placing facial features using
proportional guidelines to ensure accuracy and consistency.

How do you start a Loomis Method side view head
drawing?

Begin by drawing a circle to represent the cranium, then add the side plane
by extending a vertical centerline and drawing the jawline from the base of
the circle downward. This forms the basic head shape for the side view.

What are the key landmarks to mark when using the
Loomis Method for side views?

Important landmarks include the brow line, nose line, mouth line, chin, and
ear placement. These are determined using proportional measurements based on
the initial sphere and jaw construction.



How does the Loomis Method help with accurate facial
feature placement in side views?

The method uses construction lines and geometric shapes to map out the head’s
proportions, making it easier to place features like the eyes, nose, mouth,
and ear correctly relative to each other.

Can the Loomis Method be used for drawing different
head angles besides the side view?

Yes, the Loomis Method is versatile and can be applied to draw the head from
various angles including front, three-quarter, and side views by adjusting
the sphere and planes accordingly.

What common mistakes should be avoided when drawing
side views using the Loomis Method?

Avoid making the jawline too sharp or the cranium too flat. Also, ensure the
ear is placed correctly between the brow and nose lines, and maintain
consistent proportions to prevent a distorted appearance.

How do you draw the ear in the Loomis Method side
view?

The ear is positioned between the brow line and the base of the nose line on
the side plane of the head. It typically aligns vertically with these
features and is roughly shaped like a flattened oval.

Are there any tips for practicing the Loomis Method
for side view drawings?

Practice by repeatedly sketching the basic sphere and jaw construction, then
adding features step-by-step. Use reference images and study anatomy to
improve accuracy, and gradually increase complexity as you become more
comfortable with the method.

Additional Resources

1. Figure Drawing for All It's Worth by Andrew Loomis

This classic book by Andrew Loomis introduces the fundamentals of figure
drawing with a focus on proportion, anatomy, and perspective. It includes
detailed guidance on constructing the human figure from various angles,
including side views. The Loomis method emphasizes breaking down complex
forms into simple shapes, making it easier for artists to capture accurate
poses and gestures.



2. Drawing the Head and Hands by Andrew Loomis

In this book, Loomis provides an in-depth study of the human head and hands,
two of the most expressive parts of the human body. It covers side view
constructions of the head with step-by-step demonstrations. The method helps
artists understand the planes of the face and how to depict them accurately
in different perspectives.

3. Successful Drawing by Andrew Loomis

This comprehensive guide covers various aspects of drawing, including
anatomy, perspective, and composition. Loomis explains his approach to
constructing figures with a special emphasis on three-dimensional form, which
is crucial for side view drawing. The book is filled with practical exercises
that develop the artist’s ability to visualize and draw the human body
confidently.

4. The Loomis Method of Figure Drawing: Side View Applications

Focused specifically on side view figure drawing, this book breaks down
Loomis’s techniques for capturing the human form from profile angles. It
includes detailed anatomical studies and tips for maintaining proper
proportions and balance. The clear illustrations and step-by-step
instructions make it an excellent resource for artists looking to master side
view perspectives.

5. Mastering the Loomis Method: Dynamic Figure Drawing

This title explores advanced applications of the Loomis method, emphasizing
dynamic poses and side view figure construction. It guides artists through
the process of simplifying complex anatomy into manageable shapes, enhancing
both speed and accuracy. The book also includes exercises that challenge
artists to draw figures in motion from profile viewpoints.

6. Human Anatomy for Artists: The Loomis Approach

Combining anatomical knowledge with the Loomis method, this book provides a
thorough understanding of muscle groups and skeletal structure relevant to
side view drawing. It presents detailed diagrams and explanations that help
artists visualize how anatomy changes with different perspectives. This
resource is invaluable for creating realistic and proportionate side view
figures.

7. Perspective and Proportion in the Loomis Method

This book delves into the crucial aspects of perspective and proportion as
taught by Andrew Loomis, with a focus on side view applications. It explains
how to accurately construct figures in space, ensuring that proportions
remain consistent across different angles. The practical tips and visual
examples assist artists in achieving convincing side profiles.

8. The Art of Figure Drawing: Loomis Techniques for Beginners

Designed for beginners, this book introduces the Loomis method with simple,
easy-to-follow instructions on drawing the human figure from various angles,
including the side. It emphasizes foundational skills such as gesture,
proportion, and shape construction. The approachable style encourages new
artists to build confidence in side view figure drawing.



9. Drawing Human Figures from the Side: A Loomis Method Workbook

This workbook offers practical exercises and guided projects centered on
drawing the human figure from side perspectives using the Loomis method. It
encourages hands-on practice with incremental challenges that reinforce the
principles of anatomy, proportion, and spatial understanding. The focus on
side view drawing makes it a specialized tool for artists aiming to improve
this particular skill.
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