loomis method head side view

loomis method head side view is a fundamental technique developed by Andrew Loomis, widely
used by artists and illustrators for constructing accurate and proportionate human heads in profile.
This method simplifies the complex anatomy of the head into geometric shapes and planes, making it
easier to understand and replicate. The Loomis method head side view is particularly valuable for
capturing the head’s three-dimensional form, essential for realistic portraiture, character design,
and animation. This article explores the principles, step-by-step construction, and practical tips for
mastering the Loomis method head side view. It also discusses common challenges and how to
overcome them to achieve precise head proportions and angles. Understanding this technique
enhances the ability to draw heads from imagination as well as from reference, improving overall
artistic skills. The following sections will cover the foundational concepts, detailed drawing steps,
anatomical landmarks, and advanced applications of the Loomis method for the head side view.
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e Step-by-Step Construction of the Head Side View
¢ Key Anatomical Landmarks and Proportions

e Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

e Advanced Applications and Variations

Understanding the Loomis Method Basics

The Loomis method is a structured approach to drawing the human head that breaks down the
anatomy into easier-to-manage shapes and planes. It begins with a simple sphere representing the
cranium, which is then modified to incorporate the jawline, cheekbones, and other facial features.
The method emphasizes proportion, perspective, and symmetry, providing artists with a reliable
framework for constructing the head from multiple angles, including the side view.

Origins and Purpose

Andrew Loomis introduced this method in his instructional books to help artists learn how to draw
the human head with consistent proportions. The method’s primary goal is to make the complex
anatomy accessible by using basic shapes and visual landmarks. The side view is specifically useful
for understanding the depth and profile of the head, which often proves challenging to depict
accurately without a systematic approach.

Key Concepts in the Loomis Method

The Loomis method relies on three major concepts: the sphere as the base of the head, the
centerline or axis to indicate orientation, and the planes that represent the various parts of the face.
In the side view, the sphere is divided to show the brow line and the side plane of the skull, which
helps in positioning the features correctly. These foundational concepts are the building blocks for



drawing the head with precision.

Step-by-Step Construction of the Head Side View

The step-by-step construction process using the Loomis method head side view guides artists
through the essential stages to achieve an accurate profile. This systematic approach helps in
visualizing the head in three dimensions, ensuring correct proportions and feature placement.

Step 1: Drawing the Basic Sphere

Start by sketching a simple circle to represent the cranium. This sphere provides the foundational
volume of the head. The circle should be clean and proportional, as it sets the stage for all
subsequent modifications.

Step 2: Adding the Centerline and Side Plane

Draw a vertical centerline that curves slightly to represent the tilt and orientation of the head. On
the sphere’s side, mark the side plane, which will later help define the position of the ear and the
side of the face. This plane is essential for maintaining the head’s three-dimensionality in the side
view.

Step 3: Defining the Jaw and Chin

From the bottom of the sphere, extend the jawline downwards and forwards to define the chin’s
shape. The jawline is typically angled and connects back towards the ear region on the side plane.
This step transforms the simple circle into a recognizable head shape.

Step 4: Placing Facial Features

Using the guidelines from the sphere and jaw, position the brow line, nose, lips, and chin. The brow
line generally falls slightly above the sphere’s midline, while the nose extends outwards from the
centerline. The lips are drawn between the nose and chin, with careful attention to their projection
in profile.

Step 5: Adding the Ear and Neck

The ear is positioned on the side plane, roughly aligned between the brow line and the base of the
nose. The neck extends downward from the jaw and back of the skull, following natural anatomical
curves. This completes the basic structure of the head side view.

Key Anatomical Landmarks and Proportions

Accurate placement of anatomical landmarks is crucial for the success of the Loomis method head
side view. These landmarks guide the proportions and ensure the head appears natural and
believable.



Proportional Guidelines

The head is typically divided into thirds: the hairline to brow, brow to base of nose, and base of nose

to chin. In the side view, these divisions help place features correctly along the vertical axis. The ear
aligns roughly with the brow and nose base, while the jawline angles downward to meet the chin at a
defined point.

Important Landmarks

e Brow Line: Serves as a horizontal reference for eye placement.

* Nose Base: Marks the bottom of the nose and helps determine the nose’s length in profile.
e Lips: Positioned between the nose and chin, their projection affects the face’s silhouette.

¢ Chin: Defines the forward-most point of the lower face.

e Ear Placement: Sits on the side plane, critical for head orientation.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

While the Loomis method simplifies head construction, artists may encounter common pitfalls when
drawing the head side view. Recognizing and correcting these mistakes improves accuracy and
confidence.

Overextending or Underestimating the Jaw

One frequent error is misjudging the jaw’s length or angle, which can distort the profile’s balance.
To avoid this, use the sphere as a reference and carefully measure the jawline’s extension relative to
the ear and chin.

Incorrect Feature Placement

Misplacing facial features such as the nose or lips disturbs the head’s proportion. Following the
Loomis guidelines for thirds and using the centerline ensures that features align properly along the
profile.

Ignoring the Side Plane

Neglecting the side plane leads to a flat or skewed profile. Maintaining this plane is essential to
preserve the head’s volume and realistic three-dimensional appearance.

Advanced Applications and Variations

The Loomis method head side view serves as a foundation that can be adapted and expanded for
more complex artistic needs. Once mastered, artists can explore variations to enhance their work.



Dynamic Poses and Angles

Applying the Loomis method to heads tilted or turned beyond the strict side view involves adjusting
the centerline and planes accordingly. This flexibility helps in creating dynamic and expressive
portraits.

Character Design and Stylization

While the Loomis method is grounded in realistic proportions, it can be stylized for cartoon or
exaggerated character designs. Modifying the size and shape of the sphere, jaw, or features while
maintaining the structural logic creates compelling variations.

Integration with Other Anatomy Studies

Combining the Loomis method with detailed muscle and bone studies enhances the understanding of
facial anatomy. This integration is beneficial for artists pursuing advanced realism or medical
illustration.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Loomis method for drawing the head from the side
view?

The Loomis method for drawing the head from the side view involves starting with a sphere to
represent the cranium, dividing it with guidelines to establish the brow line and side plane, then
adding the jawline and facial features using proportional measurements to create a structured and
accurate head profile.

How do you construct the jawline in the Loomis head side view
method?

In the Loomis head side view method, after drawing the initial sphere and marking the brow line, the
jawline is constructed by extending a vertical line downward from the back of the sphere, then
angling it forward to form the chin, ensuring the length and angle correspond to realistic head
proportions.

What are the key proportions to remember when using the
Loomis method for a side view head?

Key proportions in the Loomis method for side view include placing the brow line roughly one-third
from the top of the sphere, positioning the ear between the brow line and the base of the nose, and
ensuring the chin extends forward at about the same length as the back of the jaw, maintaining
balanced facial feature placement.



How does the Loomis method help in maintaining accurate
perspective in side view head drawings?

The Loomis method helps maintain accurate perspective by using geometric shapes and construction
lines—such as the sphere and center lines—to map out the three-dimensional form of the head,
allowing artists to visualize and place features correctly in side view while preserving volume and
symmetry.

Can the Loomis method be used for drawing heads at angles
other than strict side views?

Yes, the Loomis method is versatile and can be adapted to draw heads at various angles, including
quarter views and three-quarter views, by adjusting the sphere’s orientation and the placement of
guidelines, enabling consistent proportion and form regardless of the head’s rotation.

Additional Resources

1. The Loomis Method: Mastering the Head in Side View

This book provides an in-depth exploration of Andrew Loomis’s technique for drawing the human
head from the side. It breaks down the fundamental shapes and proportions, helping artists
understand the structure beneath the surface. With step-by-step illustrations, readers learn to
capture accurate profiles and expressions using Loomis’s iconic construction method.

2. Figure Drawing with Andrew Loomis: Side Profiles Simplified

Focused on side view head drawing, this book simplifies Loomis’s approach to constructing heads
and faces. It offers practical exercises to develop an artist’s ability to see and render the head’s
planes and angles confidently. The explanations emphasize anatomy and perspective, making it
essential for portrait artists.

3. Drawing the Head Sideways: The Loomis Approach

This guide delves into the challenges of drawing heads from a lateral perspective using Loomis’s
principles. It covers head proportions, the alignment of facial features, and how to maintain
consistency in different angles. Ideal for artists seeking to improve their profile drawings, the book
combines theory with practical tips.

4. Heads in Profile: Loomis Method Techniques for Artists

A comprehensive manual dedicated to mastering the profile view of the head through Loomis’s
drawing system. It explains how to construct heads using geometric shapes and planes, focusing on
the side view’s unique characteristics. The book includes visual comparisons and correction tips to
refine the artist’s skill set.

5. The Art of Side View Portraits: Applying Loomis Method Fundamentals

This book teaches the essentials of creating realistic and proportionally accurate side portraits
utilizing Loomis’s construction techniques. It emphasizes the importance of understanding the
skull’s underlying structure and how it influences surface features. The author provides practical
demonstrations for capturing likeness and expression.

6. Portrait Drawing Essentials: Loomis Method for Side View Heads



Designed for beginners and intermediate artists, this title covers the basics of drawing the head
from the side using Loomis’s framework. It highlights key landmarks on the head and face that guide
the drawing process. Exercises encourage skill development in measuring proportions and achieving
dynamic profiles.

7. Side Profile Anatomy: Loomis Method Insights for Artists

Focusing on anatomy, this book explores the muscles, bones, and planes visible in the head’s side
view through the lens of Loomis’s method. It connects anatomical knowledge with practical drawing
techniques, enabling artists to create believable and structured side profiles. Detailed diagrams
support learning and application.

8. Constructing the Head in Side View: Loomis Method Explained

A step-by-step tutorial on constructing heads from the side angle using Loomis’s approach, this book
breaks down the process into manageable stages. It covers the initial sphere and jawline formation,
feature placement, and shading tips to add depth. The clear instructions serve as a valuable
resource for improving profile drawings.

9. Andrew Loomis’s Guide to Side View Head Drawing

This book compiles Loomis’s teachings on side view head drawing with modern commentary and
examples. It emphasizes proportion accuracy, feature alignment, and the simplification of complex
forms. Suitable for artists aiming to integrate classical methods into contemporary portraiture
practice.
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