kim stanley robinson books

kim stanley robinson books have established themselves as essential readings
within the realm of science fiction and speculative literature. Known for his
intricate world-building, environmental themes, and visionary storytelling,
Robinson’s works explore complex ecological, social, and technological
issues. This article offers a comprehensive guide to kim stanley robinson
books, highlighting his most influential novels and series. It delves into
the thematic elements that define his writing style and discusses the impact
of his contributions to contemporary science fiction. Readers will gain
insight into his notable series such as the Mars Trilogy, as well as his
standalone novels and recent works. Whether new to Robinson’s bibliography or
a seasoned fan, this overview serves as a valuable resource for understanding
the scope and significance of kim stanley robinson books.
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Overview of Kim Stanley Robinson’s Writing
Career

Kim Stanley Robinson is a prolific American science fiction author whose
career spans several decades, beginning in the early 1980s. He has garnered
critical acclaim and a dedicated readership for his thoughtful exploration of
science, politics, and environmentalism through speculative fiction. His
works frequently combine rigorous scientific accuracy with rich character
development and philosophical inquiry. Robinson’s influence extends beyond
literature into academic and environmental discussions, making him a
significant figure in both the science fiction community and broader cultural
conversations. Over the years, he has received numerous awards, including the
Hugo, Nebula, and Locus Awards, underscoring the impact of his contributions
to the genre.

Key Themes in Kim Stanley Robinson Books

Kim Stanley Robinson books are characterized by several recurring themes that



resonate deeply with readers interested in future possibilities and societal
challenges. His narratives often emphasize ecological sustainability,
political complexity, and the human relationship with technology. These
themes are woven into detailed settings that range from near-future Earth to
colonized planets, reflecting his commitment to envisioning plausible
futures.

Environmentalism and Sustainability

One of the most prominent themes in kim stanley robinson books is
environmentalism. His works frequently address climate change, ecological
degradation, and humanity’s responsibility to the planet. Through his
storytelling, Robinson advocates for sustainable development and ecological
balance, often depicting the consequences of ignoring environmental
stewardship.

Political and Social Structures

Robinson’s writing also explores complex political systems and social
dynamics. His novels investigate how governance, economics, and social
movements evolve in different contexts, especially in speculative futures.
This thematic focus provides a nuanced look at power, justice, and human
cooperation.

Scientific and Technological Innovation

Science and technology play critical roles in kim stanley robinson books,
often serving as catalysts for change and exploration. His detailed and
realistic depiction of scientific processes and technological advancements
adds credibility to his speculative worlds and engages readers interested in
the possibilities of innovation.

The Mars Trilogy

The Mars Trilogy is perhaps the most famous body of work within kim stanley
robinson books. Comprising three novels—Red Mars, Green Mars, and Blue
Mars—this series chronicles the colonization and terraforming of Mars over a
century. The trilogy is celebrated for its comprehensive portrayal of
scientific, social, and political aspects of space colonization.

Red Mars

Red Mars introduces readers to the first hundred colonists tasked with
inhabiting Mars. The novel focuses on the challenges of survival, ethical



dilemmas, and the initial efforts to transform the planet’s environment. It
establishes the foundation for the trilogy’s exploration of human ambition
and environmental manipulation.

Green Mars

In Green Mars, the terraforming project progresses, and the political
tensions among the colonists intensify. The narrative delves deeper into
ecological engineering and the social conflicts resulting from Mars’
transformation. It highlights the complexities of creating a new society in
an alien landscape.

Blue Mars

Blue Mars concludes the trilogy by depicting a fully terraformed Mars and the
establishment of a stable society. The novel addresses long-term ecological
and political outcomes, considering the future of humanity as a multi-
planetary species. The trilogy as a whole represents a landmark achievement
in speculative fiction.

Other Notable Novels

Beyond the Mars Trilogy, kim stanley robinson books include a wide array of
novels that continue to explore science fiction’s boundaries. These works
often maintain his signature focus on ecology, society, and science, while
exploring different settings and ideas.

e The Science in the Capital Trilogy: This series, including Forty Signs
of Rain, Fifty Degrees Below, and Sixty Days and Counting, focuses on
climate change and political responses in near-future Washington, D.C.

e New York 2140: A standalone novel portraying a future New York City
partially submerged due to rising sea levels, exploring human resilience
and adaptation.

e The Years of Rice and Salt: An alternate history novel imagining a world
where the Black Death wiped out 99% of Europe’s population, leading to a
vastly different global development.

e Aurora: Examines the challenges of interstellar travel and colonization
through the story of a generation ship traveling to a distant star
system.



Recent and Upcoming Works

Kim Stanley Robinson continues to produce influential works that expand on
his thematic interests. His recent books often engage with urgent
contemporary issues such as climate change and technological ethics,
maintaining his relevance in today’s cultural landscape.

Future Climate-Focused Narratives

Recent publications by Robinson further emphasize environmental crises and
humanity’'s responses. These narratives blend speculative science with social
commentary, reinforcing his reputation as a leading voice in eco-science
fiction.

Exploration of New Genres and Formats

In addition to traditional novels, kim stanley robinson books have
increasingly incorporated experimental storytelling techniques and formats.
This evolution reflects his adaptive approach to science fiction and his
commitment to pushing literary boundaries.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Kim Stanley Robinson?

Kim Stanley Robinson is an American science fiction author known for his
detailed and scientifically grounded novels, particularly those exploring
ecological and sociopolitical themes.

What are some of the most famous books by Kim
Stanley Robinson?

Some of Kim Stanley Robinson's most famous books include the Mars Trilogy
(Red Mars, Green Mars, Blue Mars), The Years of Rice and Salt, and New York
2140.

What is the Mars Trilogy about?

The Mars Trilogy follows the colonization and terraforming of Mars over
several decades, exploring the scientific, political, and social challenges
faced by the settlers.



Does Kim Stanley Robinson write standalone novels or
series?

Kim Stanley Robinson writes both standalone novels and series, with his Mars
Trilogy being one of the most well-known series, alongside other standalone
works like New York 2140 and Aurora.

What themes are common in Kim Stanley Robinson's
books?

Common themes in Kim Stanley Robinson's books include environmentalism,
climate change, political systems, human adaptation, and the future of
humanity in space.

Has Kim Stanley Robinson received any awards for his
books?

Yes, Kim Stanley Robinson has received numerous awards, including the Hugo,
Nebula, and Locus Awards for his contributions to science fiction literature.

Are Kim Stanley Robinson's books based on real
science?

Yes, Kim Stanley Robinson is known for incorporating real scientific research
and plausible future technologies into his novels, making his stories both
imaginative and scientifically credible.

What new books has Kim Stanley Robinson released
recently?

Kim Stanley Robinson continues to publish new works; recent books include
'The Ministry for the Future' (2020), which addresses climate change and
global politics in a near-future setting.

Additional Resources

1. "The Ministry for the Future" by Kim Stanley Robinson

This novel explores the near future consequences of climate change and the
global efforts to address it through political, economic, and technological
means. It is a deeply researched and hopeful look at how humanity might
collectively respond to the climate crisis. The story is told through
multiple perspectives, including a UN agency dedicated to future generations.

2. "New York 2140" by Kim Stanley Robinson
Set in a future where climate change has caused sea levels to rise
dramatically, this book imagines New York City partially submerged underwater



but still inhabited. It follows a diverse cast of characters as they navigate
this transformed urban landscape. The novel combines ecological speculation
with social and economic commentary.

3. "2312" by Kim Stanley Robinson

This science fiction novel is set in the year 2312, depicting a future where
humanity has colonized much of the solar system. It explores themes of
environmentalism, politics, and the nature of human identity. The story
follows a woman who uncovers a conspiracy that threatens the fragile balance
of this new world.

4. "Aurora" by Kim Stanley Robinson

"Aurora" tells the story of a generation ship traveling to a distant star
system in search of a new home for humanity. The novel focuses on the
challenges of long-term space travel, ecological sustainability, and the
psychological impacts on the ship’s inhabitants. It is a thoughtful
meditation on human exploration and survival.

5. "Red Mars" by Kim Stanley Robinson

This is the first book in Robinson’s Mars trilogy, detailing the colonization
and terraforming of Mars. It combines hard science fiction with political
intrigue and environmental themes. The novel presents a realistic and complex
vision of how humans might transform another planet.

6. "The Dispossessed" by Ursula K. Le Guin

This classic work of science fiction explores anarchism and utopian societies
through the story of a physicist from an anarchist moon who travels to a
capitalist planet. It offers a profound examination of freedom, society, and
human nature. The novel'’s themes resonate with Robinson’s interest in
alternative social systems.

7. "Parable of the Sower" by Octavia E. Butler

Set in a dystopian near future, this novel follows a young woman with the
ability to feel others’ pain as she tries to survive and create a new
community. It addresses themes of climate change, social collapse, and
resilience. The book shares Robinson’s concern with environmental and
societal challenges.

8. "The Windup Girl" by Paolo Bacigalupi

This biopunk novel is set in a future Thailand grappling with the effects of
global warming and bioengineering. It explores issues of corporate power,
environmental degradation, and genetic modification. Bacigalupi’s work
complements Robinson’s focus on ecological futures and the consequences of
human actions.

9. "Oryx and Crake" by Margaret Atwood

The first book in the MaddAddam trilogy, it presents a dystopian future
shaped by genetic engineering and corporate greed. Told through the eyes of
the survivor Crake, it investigates humanity’s relationship with technology
and nature. Atwood’s speculative fiction shares thematic ground with
Robinson’s explorations of science and society.
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kim stanley robinson books: Aurora Kim Stanley Robinson, 2015-07-07 A major new novel
from one of science fiction's most powerful voices, Aurora tells the incredible story of our first
voyage beyond the solar system. Brilliantly imagined and beautifully told, it is the work of a writer at
the height of his powers. Our voyage from Earth began generations ago. Now, we approach our new
home. AURORA.

kim stanley robinson books: The Best of Kim Stanley Robinson Kim Stanley Robinson,
2010-08-01 Kim Stanley Robinson has been an ongoing force in the Science Fiction genre for over
twenty years, with his novels (Year’s of Rice and Salt, Forty Signs of Rain) crossing over to the
mainstream, and routinely appearing on the New York Times best sellers list. During the 80s and
early nineties, his short fiction continued to push the boundaries of science fiction, defining the
science-focused side of the science fiction genre. Award-winning editor Jonathan Strahan worked
with Kim Stanley Robinson to select the stories that make up this landmark volume. In addition to
these reprints, The Best of Kim Stanley Robinson features a brand-new short story, The Timpanist of
the Berlin Philharmonic, 1942.

kim stanley robinson books: Pacific Edge Kim Stanley Robinson, 1995-05-15 Set at the end
of the 21st century in California, this story revolves around a seemingly perfect society. At first,
bio-architect Kevin Claiborne thinks he has indeed found Utopia, but gradually events lead him to
discover the corruption beneath the surface.

kim stanley robinson books: New York 2140 Kim Stanley Robinson, 2017-03-14 New York
Times bestselling author Kim Stanley Robinson returns with a bold and brilliant vision of New York
City in the next century. As the sea levels rose, every street became a canal. Every skyscraper an
island. For the residents of one apartment building in Madison Square, however, New York in the
year 2140 is far from a drowned city. There is the market trader, who finds opportunities where
others find trouble. There is the detective, whose work will never disappear -- along with the
lawyers, of course. There is the internet star, beloved by millions for her airship adventures, and the
building's manager, quietly respected for his attention to detail. Then there are two boys who don't
live there, but have no other home -- and who are more important to its future than anyone might
imagine. Lastly there are the coders, temporary residents on the roof, whose disappearance triggers
a sequence of events that threatens the existence of all -- and even the long-hidden foundations on
which the city rests.

kim stanley robinson books: Kim Stanley Robinson Robert Markley, 2019-10-30
Award-winning epics like the Mars Trilogy and groundbreaking alternative histories like The Days of
Rice and Salt have brought Kim Stanley Robinson to the forefront of contemporary science fiction.
Mixing subject matter from a dizzying number of fields with his own complex ecological and
philosophical concerns, Robinson explores how humanity might pursue utopian social action as a
strategy for its own survival. Robert Markley examines the works of an author engaged with the
fundamental question of how we—as individuals, as a civilization, and as a species—might go
forward. By building stories on huge time scales, Robinson lays out the scientific and human
processes that fuel humanity's struggle toward a more just and environmentally stable world or
system of worlds. His works invite readers to contemplate how to achieve, and live in, these
numerous possible futures. They also challenge us to see that SF's literary, cultural, and
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philosophical significance have made it the preeminent literary genre for examining where we stand
today in human and planetary history.

kim stanley robinson books: The Martians Kim Stanley Robinson, 2003-05-27 Kim Stanley
Robinson’s Mars trilogy is one of science fiction’s most honored stories, with Red Mars winning the
distinguished Nebula Award, and both Green Mars and Blue Mars honored with the Hugo. Now
Robinson returns to the realm he has made his own—the planet Mars—in a brilliantly imagined
drama with a searing poetic vision. From a training mission in Antarctica to blistering sandstorms
sweeping through labyrinths of barren canyons, the interwoven stories of The Martians set in motion
a sprawling cast of characters upon the surface of Mars. As the planet is transformed from an
unexplored and forbidding terrain to a troubled image of a re-created Earth, we meet the First
Hundred explorers—men and women who are bound together by Earth’s tenuous toehold on Mars.
Presenting unforgettable stories of hope and disappointment, of fierce physical and psychological
struggles, The Martians is an epic chronicle of a planet that represents one of humanity’s most
glorious possibilities. Praise for The Martians “A uniquely rewarding experience of state-of-the-art
science fiction.”—The New York Times Book Review “No one familiar with Robinson’s trilogy can
read through these final, valedictory stories without feeling moved.”—The Washington Post “The
stories are beautifully written, the characters are well developed and the author’s passion for
ecology manifests itself on every page.”—Publishers Weekly (starred review)

kim stanley robinson books: Kim Stanley Robinson Maps the Unimaginable William ]J.
Burling, 2009-05-14 These essays examine Robinson's use of alternate history and politics, both in
his many novels and in his short stories. This collection, drawn from writers on four continents,
includes five new essays and broadens the interpretive debate surrounding Robinson's science
fiction and argues for consideration of the author as an intellectual figure of the first rank--Provided
by publisher.

kim stanley robinson books: The Memory of Whiteness Kim Stanley Robinson, 1985

kim stanley robinson books: Icehenge Kim Stanley Robinson, 2014-01-07 SF titan Kim
Stanley Robinson’s breakout novel, now in a Tor Essentials edition with a new introduction by Henry
Farrell Tor Essentials presents new editions of science fiction and fantasy titles of proven merit and
lasting value, each volume introduced by an appropriate literary figure. Decades before his
massively successful The Ministry for the Future (2020), Kim Stanley Robinson wrote one of SF’s
greatest meditations on extended human lifespan, the limitations of human memory, and the
haunted confabulations that go with forgetting. On the North Pole of Pluto there stands an enigma: a
huge circle of standing blocks of ice, built on the pattern of Earth’s Stonehenge—but ten times the
size, standing alone at the edge of the Solar System. What is it? Who could have built it? The secret
lies in the chaotic decades of the Martian Revolution, in the lost memories of those who have lived
for centuries. This new Tor Essentials edition of Icehenge includes a new introduction by Henry
Farrell, co-author of Underground Empire: How America Weaponized the World Economy. At the
Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM)
applied.

kim stanley robinson books: A Checklist of Kim Stanley Robinson Christopher P.
Stephens, 1992

kim stanley robinson books: The Wild Shore Kim Stanley Robinson, 2013-12-31 The New
York Times-bestselling author’s debut novel “presents a believable post-apocalyptic setting . . .
delivered in an engaging story” (Speculiction). The Wild Shore is the first novel in Kim Stanley
Robinson’s highly-acclaimed Three Californias Trilogy. 2047: For the small Pacific Coast community
of San Onofre, life in the aftermath of a devastating nuclear attack is a matter of survival, a
day-to-day struggle to stay alive. But young Hank Fletcher dreams of the world that might have
been, and might yet be—and dreams of playing a crucial role in America’s rebirth. “Beautifully
written . . . with a vivid depth rarely encountered in science fiction.” —The Washington Post “Part
Huck Finn and part Our Town . . . A well-written, engaging rite of passage.” —Publishers Weekly
“There’s a fresh wind blowing in The Wild Shore.” —Ursula K. Le Guin “A thoughtful novel. The Wild



Shoreis built around a fascinating concept and it takes its themes seriously.” —Fantasy Literature

kim stanley robinson books: Red Moon Kim Stanley Robinson, 2018-10-23 Red Moon is a
magnificent novel of space exploration and political revolution from New York Times bestselling
author Kim Stanley Robinson. It is thirty years from now, and we have colonized the moon. American
Fred Fredericks is making his first trip, his purpose to install a communications system for China's
Lunar Science Foundation. But hours after his arrival he witnesses a murder and is forced into
hiding. It is also the first visit for celebrity travel reporter Ta Shu. He has contacts and influence, but
he too will find that the moon can be a perilous place for any traveler. Finally, there is Chan Qi. She
is the daughter of the Minister of Finance, and without doubt a person of interest to those in power.
She is on the moon for reasons of her own, but when she attempts to return to China, in secret, the
events that unfold will change everything -- on the moon, and on Earth.

kim stanley robinson books: A SHORT SHARP SHOCK Kim Stanley Robinson, 2014-08-21 A
man tumbles through wild surf, half drowned, to collapse on a moonlit beach. When he regains
consciousness, he has no memory of who he is or where he came from. He knows only that the
woman who washed ashore with him has disappeared sometime in the night and that he has
awakened in a surreal landscape of savage beauty-a mysterious watery world encircled by a thin
spine of land. Aided by strange tribesmen, he journeys to the cove of the spine kings, a brutal race
that has enslaved the woman and several of the tribesmen. That is only the beginning of his quest, as
he struggles to find her identity in this wondrous and cruel land-and seeks out the woman whose
hold on his imagination is both unfathomable and unshakable. Haunting and lyrical, filled with
uncommon beauty and terrible peril, A Short, Sharp Shock is an ambitious and enthralling story by
one of science fiction's most respected talents. A fabulation of life, love and beauty transplanted into
the alien; a dreamy picaresque...A strange and hallucinatory short fantasy with occasional sharp
insights into human natures and loves... A story that will haunt you, long after you finish reading. -
Infinity Plus Mysterious and poetic, with vivid descriptions of the lands through which they
walk...compelling. - SFF Chronicle Robinson shows off his vivid imagination and descriptive skills. -
Science Fiction Times

kim stanley robinson books: Sixty Days and Counting Kim Stanley Robinson, 2007-10-30 By
the time Phil Chase is elected president, the world’s climate is far on its way to irreversible change.
Food scarcity, housing shortages, diminishing medical care, and vanishing species are just some of
the consequences. The erratic winter the Washington, D.C., area is experiencing is another grim
reminder of a global weather pattern gone haywire: bone-chilling cold one day, balmy weather the
next. But the president-elect remains optimistic and doesn’t intend to give up without a fight. A
maverick in every sense of the word, Chase starts organizing the most ambitious plan to save the
world from disaster since FDR-and assembling a team of top scientists and advisers to implement it.
For Charlie Quibler, this means reentering the political fray full-time and giving up full-time care of
his young son, Joe. For Frank Vanderwal, hampered by a brain injury, it means trying to protect the
woman he loves from a vengeful ex and a rogue “black ops” agency not even the president can
control-a task for which neither Frank’s work at the National Science Foundation nor his study of
Tibetan Buddhism can prepare him. In a world where time is running out as quickly as its natural
resources, where surveillance is almost total and freedom nearly nonexistent, the forecast for the
Chase administration looks darker each passing day. For as the last-and most terrible-of natural
disasters looms on the horizon, it will take a miracle to stop the clock . . . the kind of miracle that
only dedicated men and women can bring about.

kim stanley robinson books: The Ministry for the Future Kim Stanley Robinson, 2020-10-06
ONE OF BARACK OBAMA'’S FAVORITE BOOKS OF THE YEAR “The best science-fiction nonfiction
novel I've ever read.” —Jonathan Lethem If I could get policymakers, and citizens, everywhere to
read just one book this year, it would be Kim Stanley Robinson’s The Ministry for the Future. —Ezra
Klein (Vox) The Ministry for the Future is a masterpiece of the imagination, using fictional
eyewitness accounts to tell the story of how climate change will affect us all. Its setting is not a
desolate, postapocalyptic world, but a future that is almost upon us. Chosen by Barack Obama as



one of his favorite books of the year, this extraordinary novel from visionary science fiction writer
Kim Stanley Robinson will change the way you think about the climate crisis. One hopes that this
book is read widely—that Robinson’s audience, already large, grows by an order of magnitude.
Because the point of his books is to fire the imagination.—New York Review of Books If there’s any
book that hit me hard this year, it was Kim Stanley Robinson’s The Ministry for the Future, a
sweeping epic about climate change and humanity’s efforts to try and turn the tide before it’s too
late. —Polygon (Best of the Year) Masterly. —New Yorker [The Ministry for the Future] struck like a
mallet hitting a gong, reverberating through the year ... it’s terrifying, unrelenting, but ultimately
hopeful. Robinson is the SF writer of my lifetime, and this stands as some of his best work. It’s my
book of the year. —Locus Science-fiction visionary Kim Stanley Robinson makes the case for
quantitative easing our way out of planetary doom. —Bloomberg Green

kim stanley robinson books: The Ministry for the Future Kim Stanley Robinson, 2020-10-08
Established in 2025, the purpose of the new organisation was simple: To advocate for the world's
future generations and to protect all living creatures, present and future. It soon became known as
the Ministry for the Future, and this is its story.From legendary science fiction author Kim Stanley
Robinson comes a vision of climate change unlike any ever imagined.Told entirely through fictional
eye-witness accounts, The Ministry For The Future is a masterpiece of the imagination, the story of
how climate change will affect us all over the decades to come.Its setting is not a desolate,
post-apocalyptic world, but a future that is almost upon us - and in which we might just overcome
the extraordinary challenges we face.It is a novel both immediate and impactful, desperate and
hopeful in equal measure, and it is one of the most powerful and original books on climate change
ever written.Also by Kim Stanley Robinson:Red MoonNew York 21402312AuroraShaman

kim stanley robinson books: Red Mars Kim Stanley Robinson, 2003-05-27 Winner of the
Nebula Award for Best Novel ¢ Discover the novel that launched one of science fiction’s most
beloved, acclaimed, and awarded trilogies: Kim Stanley Robinson’s masterly near-future chronicle of
interplanetary colonization. “A staggering book . . . the best novel on the colonization of Mars that
has ever been written.”—Arthur C. Clarke For centuries, the barren, desolate landscape of the red
planet has beckoned to humankind. Now a group of one hundred colonists begins a mission whose
ultimate goal is to transform Mars into a more Earthlike planet. They will place giant satellite
mirrors in Martian orbit to reflect light onto its surface. Black dust sprinkled on the polar caps will
capture warmth and melt the ice. And massive tunnels drilled into the mantle will create stupendous
vents of hot gases. But despite these ambitious goals, there are some who would fight to the death to
prevent Mars from ever being changed.

kim stanley robinson books: The Memory of Whiteness Kim Stanley Robinson, 2025-09-23
An early novel from Science Fiction legend Kim Stanley Robinson, The Memory of Whiteness is now
available for the first time in decades. In 3229 A.D., human civilization is scattered among the
planets, moons, and asteroids of the solar system. Billions of lives depend on the technology derived
from the breakthroughs of the greatest physicist of the age, Arthur Holywelkin. But in the last years
of his life, Holywelkin devoted himself to building a strange, beautiful, and complex musical
instrument that he called The Orchestra. Johannes Wright has earned the honor of becoming the
Ninth Master of Holywelkin's Orchestra. Follow him on his Grand Tour of the Solar System, as he
journeys down the gravity well toward the sun, impelled by a destiny he can scarcely understand,
and is pursued by mysterious foes who will tell him anything except the reason for their enmity. At
the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM)
applied.

kim stanley robinson books: Shaman Kim Stanley Robinson, 2013-09-03 Kim Stanley
Robinson, the New York Times bestselling author of science fiction masterworks such as the Mars
trilogy and 2312, has, on many occasions, imagined our future. Now, in Shaman, he brings our past
to life as never before. There is Thorn, a shaman himself. He lives to pass down his wisdom and his
stories -- to teach those who would follow in his footsteps. There is Heather, the healer who, in many
ways, holds the clan together. There is Elga, an outsider and the bringer of change. And then there



is Loon, the next shaman, who is determined to find his own path. But in a world so treacherous, that
journey is never simple -- and where it may lead is never certain. Shaman is a powerful, thrilling and
heartbreaking story of one young man's journey into adulthood -- and an awe-inspiring vision of how
we lived thirty thousand years ago.

kim stanley robinson books: The High Sierra Kim Stanley Robinson, 2022-05-10 A “sublime”
and “radically original” exploration of the Sierra Nevadas, the best mountains on Earth for hiking
and camping, from New York Times bestselling novelist Kim Stanley Robinson (Bill McKibben, Gary
Snyder). Kim Stanley Robinson first ventured into the Sierra Nevada mountains during the summer
of 1973. He returned from that encounter a changed man, awed by a landscape that made him feel
as if he were simultaneously strolling through an art museum and scrambling on a jungle gym like
an energized child. He has returned to the mountains throughout his life—more than a hundred
trips—and has gathered a vast store of knowledge about them. The High Sierra is his lavish
celebration of this exceptional place and an exploration of what makes this span of mountains one of
the most compelling places on Earth. Over the course of a vivid and dramatic narrative, Robinson
describes the geological forces that shaped the Sierras and the history of its exploration, going back
to the indigenous peoples who made it home and whose traces can still be found today. He
celebrates the people whose ideas and actions protected the High Sierra for future generations. He
describes uniquely beautiful hikes and the trails to be avoided. Robinson’s own life-altering events,
defining relationships, and unforgettable adventures form the narrative’s spine. And he illuminates
the human communion with the wild and with the sublime, including the personal growth that only
seems to come from time spent outdoors. The High Sierra is a gorgeous, absorbing immersion in a
place, born out of a desire to understand and share one of the greatest rapture-inducing experiences
our planet offers. Packed with maps, gear advice, more than 100 breathtaking photos, and much
more, it will inspire veteran hikers, casual walkers, and travel readers to prepare for a magnificent
adventure.
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