
inslaw lawsuit

inslaw lawsuit refers to a landmark legal battle involving InsLAW Inc., a software
company that developed the innovative PROMIS software. This lawsuit, which unfolded
primarily during the late 1980s and early 1990s, centered around allegations of copyright
infringement and the unauthorized use of proprietary technology by the United States
Department of Justice (DOJ). The case not only highlighted issues related to software
intellectual property rights but also raised important questions about government
accountability and legal ethics. The complexities of the inslaw lawsuit have made it a
significant topic in legal and technology circles, influencing subsequent software licensing
and government contracting policies. This article explores the background, key
developments, legal arguments, and the lasting impact of the inslaw lawsuit. The detailed
examination sheds light on the intricacies of the case and its relevance in today’s legal
environment.
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Background of InsLAW and PROMIS Software
InsLAW Inc. was a small Washington D.C.-based company that developed the Prosecutor’s
Management Information System (PROMIS), a cutting-edge software designed to assist
legal professionals in managing case information and streamlining prosecutorial
workflows. The PROMIS software was initially created in the late 1970s and early 1980s,
and it quickly gained recognition for its advanced database management capabilities
tailored specifically for the judicial system.

Development and Features of PROMIS
PROMIS was developed to enhance the efficiency of prosecutors by automating case
tracking, evidence management, and court scheduling. The software incorporated
relational database technology and user-friendly interfaces that allowed legal personnel to
access critical information quickly. Its ability to integrate various data streams made it a
valuable tool for law enforcement and judicial agencies.

InsLAW's Contract with the Department of Justice
In the early 1980s, InsLAW entered into a contract with the DOJ to provide PROMIS
software customized for federal use. The contract stipulated the terms of licensing,



modification rights, and distribution. However, disputes soon arose regarding the
ownership of the software modifications and the extent of the DOJ’s rights to use and
distribute the software beyond the original terms.

Details of the InsLAW Lawsuit
The inslaw lawsuit was initiated by InsLAW in the late 1980s after the company alleged
that the DOJ had unlawfully appropriated its proprietary PROMIS software. InsLAW
claimed that the government had copied, modified, and distributed the software without
proper authorization or compensation, effectively infringing upon their intellectual
property rights.

Claims Made by InsLAW
InsLAW's primary accusations included breach of contract, copyright infringement, and
misappropriation of trade secrets. The company argued that the DOJ had used PROMIS
software enhancements developed by InsLAW and then distributed these versions to other
federal agencies and third parties without proper licensing agreements or royalties.

Government's Response
The DOJ denied these allegations, maintaining that the modifications and distribution of
PROMIS were within the scope of the original contract and government use rights. The
department contended that the software enhancements were made at government
expense and thus, they owned the rights to the modified versions.

Legal Arguments and Court Proceedings
The legal battle over the inslaw lawsuit involved complex issues of intellectual property
law, contract interpretation, and government rights. The court proceedings spanned
several years and included numerous filings, testimonies, and expert analyses.

Intellectual Property and Contractual Issues
At the heart of the inslaw lawsuit was the question of whether InsLAW retained ownership
of the software modifications or if those rights passed to the government. The court
examined the original contract language, the nature of software development, and the
applicable copyright laws. The distinction between government works and private
intellectual property was a critical element.

Evidence and Testimonies
Both parties presented extensive evidence, including software code comparisons, contract
documents, and expert witness testimonies on software licensing practices. InsLAW
sought to demonstrate that the DOJ had engaged in unauthorized copying and
distribution, while the government aimed to prove compliance with contractual terms.



Outcomes and Settlements
The inslaw lawsuit resulted in a series of court rulings, appeals, and negotiations before
reaching a resolution. The outcomes reflected the intricate balance between private
software rights and government use.

Court Decisions
Initial court decisions were mixed, with some rulings favoring InsLAW’s claims and others
supporting the government’s position. The legal complexity and procedural challenges
extended the litigation over several years, causing significant financial and operational
strain on InsLAW.

Settlement and Compensation
Eventually, the parties reached a settlement agreement that included financial
compensation to InsLAW. The settlement terms were confidential, but it acknowledged the
proprietary nature of the software enhancements and provided for licensing
arrangements. The resolution brought an end to the prolonged dispute while influencing
future government contracting practices.

Impact and Legacy of the InsLAW Lawsuit
The inslaw lawsuit has had a lasting impact on software intellectual property law,
government contracting, and the software industry at large. It underscored the
importance of clear contract terms and the protection of proprietary technology in
dealings with government entities.

Influence on Government Software Contracts
Following the lawsuit, government agencies revised software licensing and contracting
policies to prevent similar disputes. The case emphasized the need for explicit clauses
regarding software ownership, modification rights, and distribution controls in
government contracts.

Broader Implications for Intellectual Property Rights
The inslaw lawsuit highlighted the challenges of protecting software innovations within
the complex framework of federal government use. It brought attention to the necessity of
balancing public interest with private intellectual property rights, particularly as software
became increasingly central to government operations.

Raised awareness of software copyright enforcement

Prompted clearer contract drafting for software development

Influenced legal precedents concerning government use of private software

Encouraged technology companies to safeguard proprietary information more



rigorously

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the InsLaw lawsuit about?
The InsLaw lawsuit involves allegations that the U.S. Department of Justice improperly
used a software program called PROMIS, developed by InsLaw, without authorization or
proper compensation.

Who is InsLaw?
InsLaw is a software company founded by Bill Hamilton, which developed the PROMIS
case management software that became central to the InsLaw lawsuit.

When did the InsLaw lawsuit begin?
The InsLaw lawsuit began in the early 1990s after InsLaw accused the U.S. government of
misappropriating its PROMIS software.

What is PROMIS software?
PROMIS (Prosecutor's Management Information System) is a case management software
designed to help prosecutors manage and track cases more efficiently, originally
developed by InsLaw.

What were the main allegations in the InsLaw lawsuit?
The main allegations were that the U.S. government illegally copied, modified, and
distributed InsLaw’s PROMIS software without proper licensing or compensation.

What was the outcome of the InsLaw lawsuit?
After years of litigation, InsLaw reached a settlement with the U.S. government in the late
1990s, although details were partially confidential.

Has the InsLaw lawsuit had any impact on government
software licensing?
Yes, the InsLaw lawsuit highlighted issues around government use of proprietary software
and has influenced stricter oversight and clearer licensing agreements in government
software procurement.



Are there any conspiracy theories related to the InsLaw
lawsuit?
Yes, some conspiracy theories suggest that the PROMIS software was used for espionage
and intelligence operations, though these claims remain unproven and controversial.

Where can I find more information about the InsLaw
lawsuit?
More information can be found in legal archives, government records, and investigative
journalism reports from the 1990s, as well as books and articles focusing on government
software controversies.

Additional Resources
1. “The InsLAW Affair: Uncovering a Software Scandal”
This book delves into the controversial lawsuit involving the InsLAW company, revealing
the complex legal battles surrounding software rights and government contracts. It
explores the origins of the dispute, the key players involved, and the broader implications
for intellectual property law. Readers gain insight into how a small software firm
challenged powerful entities in a fight for justice.

2. “Power and Code: The InsLAW Lawsuit and Government Overreach”
Examining the intersection of technology and politics, this book provides a detailed
narrative of the InsLAW lawsuit. It highlights allegations of government misconduct and
the struggle to protect proprietary software. The author analyzes how the case exposed
vulnerabilities in government contracting and the consequences for software developers.

3. “Justice Denied: The Story Behind the InsLAW Controversy”
This investigative work chronicles the saga of InsLAW’s legal battle against the U.S.
Department of Justice. Through interviews and document reviews, the book uncovers
claims of fraud, betrayal, and corruption. It offers a critical perspective on how the legal
system can sometimes fail small innovators in the face of institutional power.

4. “Code Wars: InsLAW’s Fight for Recognition and Rights”
Focusing on the technical and legal aspects, this book explains the proprietary software at
the heart of the InsLAW case. It narrates the company’s journey from software
development to courtroom battles, emphasizing the challenges of protecting intellectual
property in the digital age. The story serves as a cautionary tale for tech entrepreneurs.

5. “Inside the InsLAW Litigation: A Legal Thriller”
Written in a compelling narrative style, this book reads like a legal thriller, recounting the
dramatic twists and turns of the InsLAW lawsuit. It provides readers with a behind-the-
scenes look at courtroom strategies, witness testimonies, and the high stakes involved.
The book appeals to both legal professionals and general readers interested in real-life
legal dramas.

6. “Government Secrets and Software Theft: The InsLAW Case Explained”



This book investigates the allegations that government officials misappropriated InsLAW’s
proprietary software. It examines the evidence presented during the lawsuit and discusses
the broader implications for government transparency and ethics. The author critically
assesses the impact of the case on public trust and software industry regulations.

7. “From Innovation to Litigation: The InsLAW Software Saga”
Tracing the history of InsLAW from its founding through its legal struggles, this book
contextualizes the lawsuit within the broader software industry. It discusses the
innovation behind InsLAW’s software and the challenges small companies face when
dealing with large government agencies. The narrative underscores the importance of
protecting intellectual property in competitive markets.

8. “The InsLAW Chronicles: Technology, Law, and Controversy”
This comprehensive account covers the technical, legal, and political dimensions of the
InsLAW controversy. It provides an in-depth analysis of the software’s features, the
contractual disputes, and the ensuing lawsuits. The book also explores the cultural and
institutional factors that influenced the case’s outcome.

9. “Litigating the Digital Frontier: Lessons from the InsLAW Lawsuit”
Focusing on the legal precedents set by the InsLAW case, this book offers valuable lessons
for lawyers, software developers, and policymakers. It examines how intellectual property
laws apply to emerging technologies and the complexities involved in government
contracts. The book serves as a guide for navigating legal challenges in the rapidly
evolving tech landscape.
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  inslaw lawsuit: Defrauding America, Vol. One 4th Ed. Rodney Stich, 2005-12 Defrauding
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federal agent Rodney Stich, who has authored over a dozen books on government intrigue. Stich has
appeared as guest on over 3,000 radio and TV shows since 1978.
  inslaw lawsuit: Under an Ionized Sky Elana Freeland, 2018-02-13 It is difficult to believe that
our planet has been weaponized before our very eyes, but that is exactly what has happened. First,
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we were seduced by the convenience of a wireless world; then, atmospheric weather
experimentation in the guise of carbons “climate change” converted the air we breathe into an
antenna. Now, the geo-engineering we’ve been subjected to for two decades is being normalized as
the “Star Wars” Space Fence rises around and within us. Is this the Space Age we were promised?
  inslaw lawsuit: The Secret Parts of Fortune Ron Rosenbaum, 2000-09-18 In 1998, Ron
Rosenbaum published Explaining Hitler, a national bestseller and one of the most acclaimed books
of the year, hailed by Michiko Kakutani in The New York Times as lucid and exciting . . . a
provocative work of cultural history that is as compelling as it is thoughtful, as readable as it is
smart. Time called it brilliant . . . restlessly probing, deeply intelligent. The acclaim came as no
surprise to those who have been reading Ron Rosenbaum's journalism, published widely in
America's best magazines for three decades. The man known to readers of his New York Observer
column as The Edgy Enthusiast has distinguished himself as a writer with extraordinary range, an
ability to tell stories that are frequently philosophical, comical, and suspenseful all at once. In this
classic collection of three decades of groundbreaking nonfiction, Rosenbaum takes readers on a
wildly original tour of the American landscape, deep into the secret parts of the great mysteries,
controversies, and enigmas of our time. These are intellectual adventure stories that reveal: ¸ The
occult rituals of Skull and Bones, the legendary Yale secret society that has produced spies,
presidents, and wanna-bes, including George Bush and his son George W. (that's the author, with
skull, on the cover, in front of the Skull and Bones crypt) ¸ The Secrets of the Little Blue Box, the
classic story of the birth of hacker culture ¸ The Curse of the Dead Sea Scrolls; The Great Ivy League
Nude Posture Photo Scandal; the underground realms of unorthodox cancer-cure clinics in Mexico;
the mind of Kim Philby, the spy of the century; the unsolved murder of JFK's mistress; and the
mysteries of Long Island, Babylon ¸ Sharp, funny (sometimes hilarious) cultural critiques that range
from Elvis to Elisabeth Kübler-Ross, Bill Gates to Oliver Stone, Thomas Pynchon to Mr. Whipple, J. D.
Salinger to the Zagat Guide, Helen Vendler to Isaac Bashevis Singer ¸ And a marriage proposal to
Rosanne Cash Forcefully reported, brilliantly opinionated, and elegantly phrased, The Secret Parts
of Fortune will endure as a vital record of American culture from 1970 to the present.
  inslaw lawsuit: I Solemnly Swear Kenton V. Smith, Micheal T. Hurley, 2004-04-26 Smeared by
cheap innuendo and false accusations alleging he is responsible for having allowed a bomb aboard
Pan Am 103, Micheal T. Hurley, career law enforcement veteran, faces a dilemma as real as his
lifetime savings: bet everything that truth would win out in a court of law or just surrender to that
which he knows to be wrong. Succumb or fight? Capitulate or resist? I Solemnly Swear captures his
answer to that dilemma and presents a diverse group of heroes and traitors, lawmen and outlaws,
the innocent and the guilty who bounce between Seattle, Larnaca, London, Washington, DC,
Frankfurt, and Fort Lauderdale. In an international game of cat and mouse, Hurley spends his last
three years as a DEA Supervisory Special Agent being jerked around by a media that is all too
willing to criticize the US Government and to mar Hurley's reputation as a competent international
narcotics agent. This is his story.
  inslaw lawsuit: QAnon & the #Pizzagates of Hell Michael J. Cat, 2022-07-01 Most of the
rational world is currently asking, “What is wrong with these Qanon people?” My book, #Pizzagates
of Hell: Unreal Stories of Occult Child Abuse by the CIA, asks, “What is right with them?”Sure,
Qanon is an unhinged, mostly right-wing group of individuals that believe the world is run by a
left-wing cabal of satanic pedophiles. But, by the time of the 2020 U.S. presidential election, their
numbers were growing. And not just in the United States. There have been contingents in the U.K.,
Germany and Australia. 89 Qanon supporters in the U.S. ran for Congress, suggesting that Qanon
has come to represent a minor political constituency. My book doesn't ask what sort of deranged
media and cultural environment gave rise to Qanon. Instead, it asks what it is about their ideology
that has caught fire. More specifically, it asks: is there something in the supposedly delusional
ravings of this new political movement that might actually be accurate? •Pedo cabal? Check.
Notorious pedophile and spook Jeffrey Epstein had ties to two U.S. presidents, the king of Saudi
Arabia, two Israeli prime ministers, and the British Royal Family. •Occultism? Check. British



intelligence relied on Aleister Crowley, the disputed grandfather of satanism, as a spy from World
War One and beyond. U.S. intelligence agent Lt. Col. Michael Aquino was an open satanist accused
of ritual sexual abuse of children at multiple daycare centers across the U.S. and possibly abroad.
•The Illuminati? Check. The Illuminati may not exist, per se, but numerous secret societies do exert
undue influence on global affairs, from the Freemasons and Skull and Bones to Bilderberg and Le
Cercle. It's hard not to argue that we are ruled by a secret elite. •Turning Us All into Sex Slaves?
Question mark. Though the long-rumored Monarch Program is feasible when one examines the
history of the CIA's MK ULTRA, there is, so far, no proof of its existence.Once we've asked what
Qanon has gotten right,
  inslaw lawsuit: Libel Litigation , 1994
  inslaw lawsuit: Potentates Amos, 2006-12 Potentates is a fictitious portrayal of the world of
politics and power. Ren, an innocent ex-priest, accidentally finds himself thrust into the political
arena when he is hired as the office manager for the beautiful and ambitious Margaret Hall. He is
not prepared, however, for all of the secretive manipulations and unbridled greed that pervade our
political system. As Margaret climbs the political ladder, Ren finds himself living life constantly on
the edge. Eventually, he realizes he is being torn between his sense of moral dignity and the thrill
that permeates him every time he wheels and deals.After experiencing the drama of Potentates, read
the non-fiction section of the book, entitled Micro and Macro Power Warriors for insight into the
following problems: *Power abuse -- a national epidemic *Power addicts in politics *Power scandals
*Power games played by CEOs *Abusive personal power relationships *Preventing power addicts
from manipulating you*Alternatives to power games
  inslaw lawsuit: Freedom, a Fading Illusion Charles Merlin Umpenhour, 2005 Non-fiction,
Political Theory and Economic History of how America got to where it is today and the rulling elite's
plan for globalization in the future.
  inslaw lawsuit: The Octopus Kenn Thomas, Jim Keith, 2004 Originally released to critical
praise, this book became a much sought-after classic in the underground of conspiracy literature -
today commanding high prices on the book collector's market. The new paperback edition carries
Casolaro's conspiratorial insights and research into the post-911 world, for which it was a harbinger.
  inslaw lawsuit: UFO Highway 2.0: Revisiting the Hidden Expanse Anthony F. Sanchez,
2024-01-24 Get ready to embark on a riveting expedition into the hidden expanses of 'UFO Highway
2.0: Revisiting the Hidden Expanse.' This gripping odyssey takes you deep into the heart of the
unexplained, where the realms of alien technology, secrecy, and otherworldly encounters converge.
In each chapter, you'll unravel the enigma surrounding UFOs and Unidentified Aerial Phenomena
(UAP), diving into the world of adversarial advances, secret arms races, and UAP aerospace. Explore
the clandestine depths of top-secret underground facilities, where classified mysteries lurk beneath
the surface. 'The Dulce Interview' will captivate your imagination as you delve into an astonishing
dialogue, while 'Harbinger And Deceiver' takes you on a journey through a tragic convergence of
secrets. Witness the enigmatic 'Bennewitz Craft Photo' and uncover the astonishing reality of the
'Underground Maglev Rail.' Venture into the depths of 'Vaults, Aliens, And Covert Ops,' and grapple
with the mysteries of 'The Greys and Progenitors' and 'The Reptilians.' Chapter after chapter, you'll
be transported into the world of UFOs, Greys, abductions, and cattle mutilations, shedding light on
these perplexing phenomena. Dive deep into the conundrum of 'MJ-12' in UFO research, and explore
the captivating case for alien intervention in 'Human Origins.' Whether you're a seasoned enthusiast
or a curious explorer of the unknown, 'UFO Highway 2.0' offers a comprehensive and eye-opening
journey into the hidden realms of the unexplained. Join us as we revisit the hidden expanse, and
prepare to challenge your perceptions of reality. Join author Anthony F. Sanchez (2024 MUFON
International Symposium - Panelist and Speaker) on this captivating journey as you unravel the
mysteries of UFOs and UAPs, one chapter at a time. [UFO Highway 2.0 - Revisiting the Hidden
Expanse] - THE REVIEWS. An incredible story; an incredible book. - George Noory, Coast to Coast
AM I want you to understand that, despite all I've been exposed to, 'UFO Highway' is truly heavy
duty. Very heavy duty. - Linda Moulton Howe, American Investigative Journalist I for one am



convinced that there is something going on beneath Dulce. Just how deep into the past does this go?
I think you should read 'UFO Highway' for yourself. - Sean Stone, American Actor, Filmmaker, and
Television Host I found myself constantly drawn to its pages, revisiting different chapters time and
again. It's a polished and compelling masterpiece! - Leslie S. Mitts, Author I highly recommend this
to people who have knowledge and expertise in this field. It is not a primer but rather a source of
primary information. For that reason, being such a hard-to-find book, is the way research goes. - Dr.
Victor S. Alpher, Ph.D., Doctor of Philosophy and Editorial Consultant, Austin, Texas
  inslaw lawsuit: Vanity Fair , 1991
  inslaw lawsuit: Winging It . . . Gyeorgos Ceres Hatonn, 1994-07
  inslaw lawsuit: The Crimes of a President Joel Bainerman, 1992 Here is the unsanitized truth
on the unsavory and often illegal activities of Master Politician George Bush. The president's
participation in embarrassing scandals from the bombing of Pan Am 103 to the arming of Saddam
Hussein to the Justice Department's attempted cover-up of the S&L and BCCI scandals--all published
here together for the first time.
  inslaw lawsuit: Principles of Information Systems Security Gurpreet Dhillon, 2007 The real
threat to information system security comes from people, not computers. That's why students need
to understand both the technical implementation of security controls, as well as the softer human
behavioral and managerial factors that contribute to the theft and sabotage proprietary data.
Addressing both the technical and human side of IS security, Dhillon's Princliples of Information
Systems Security: Texts and Cases equips managers (and those training to be managers) with an
understanding of a broad range issues related to information system security management, and
specific tools and techniques to support this managerial orientation. Coverage goes well beyond the
technical aspects of information system security to address formal controls (the rules and
procedures that need to be established for bringing about success of technical controls), as well as
informal controls that deal with the normative structures that exist within organizations.
  inslaw lawsuit: Business Week , 1988
  inslaw lawsuit: Seeds of Fire Gordon Thomas, 2001 Gordon Thomas reveals information about
China's intentions to use the current crisis to launch itself as a new super-power and become
America's new major enemy ... On September 11, 2001, the ... Chinese Peoples Liberation Army ...
had come to sign the contract with Afghanistan ... that would provide the Taliban with
missile-tracking, state of the art communications, and air defense systems.
  inslaw lawsuit: U.S. Department of Justice Current Documents Microfiche Guide and Indexes ,
1992
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returns and extra perks for VIPs. See what's new from Merrell on DSW.com today!
Men's & Women's Hiking -Tough Outdoor Footwear | Merrell Official Merrell Site - Free
Shipping & Easy Returns! Shop our selection of hiking boots and shoes.You'll find everything
lightweight hiking boots
Merrell Shoes & Boots | Cabela's From day trips to week-long backpacking treks, Merrell has the
best hiking shoes and boots to support your next outdoor excursion. Merrell outdoor shoes are made
with four core values in



Back to Home: https://explore.gcts.edu

https://explore.gcts.edu

