
investment banking entry level jobs
investment banking entry level jobs are highly sought after positions that serve as the foundation
for a successful career in finance. These roles typically attract recent graduates and individuals new
to the finance industry, offering a unique opportunity to gain hands-on experience in areas such as
mergers and acquisitions, capital markets, and corporate finance. Understanding the requirements,
responsibilities, and career progression associated with these roles is essential for candidates
aiming to enter this competitive field. This article provides a comprehensive overview of investment
banking entry level jobs, including the qualifications needed, typical job functions, and tips for
securing a position. Additionally, it explores the work environment and compensation expectations,
helping prospective applicants make informed decisions. Below is a detailed look into the key
aspects of starting a career in investment banking.
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Overview of Investment Banking Entry Level Jobs
Investment banking entry level jobs primarily include analyst and associate roles, designed for
individuals recently graduated from undergraduate or graduate programs. These positions involve
supporting senior bankers in executing financial transactions, conducting research, and preparing
presentations for clients. Entry-level analysts typically spend significant time on financial modeling,
valuation analysis, and market research. The roles are demanding and require a strong work ethic,
attention to detail, and analytical thinking. Firms that commonly offer these jobs include bulge
bracket banks, boutique investment firms, and regional banks. Understanding the landscape of
available positions helps candidates target the right opportunities and set realistic career goals.

Types of Entry Level Positions
Common investment banking entry level jobs include:

Investment Banking Analyst: Focuses on data analysis, financial modeling, and preparing
pitch books.

Investment Banking Associate: Often a step above analyst, involving more client interaction



and project management.

Summer Analyst/Intern: Temporary roles that provide exposure to the field and can lead to
full-time offers.

Research Analyst: Supports deal teams by gathering and analyzing market data and industry
trends.

Qualifications and Skills Required
To succeed in investment banking entry level jobs, candidates must possess a combination of
educational credentials, technical skills, and personal attributes. While a degree in finance,
economics, or business administration is common, firms also value candidates with strong
quantitative and analytical backgrounds from other disciplines. Proficiency in financial modeling,
Excel, and PowerPoint is essential, along with familiarity with valuation techniques such as
discounted cash flow (DCF) and comparable company analysis.

Educational Background
Most entry-level candidates hold a bachelor's degree, with many pursuing or holding an MBA or
other relevant advanced degrees. Top investment banks often recruit from prestigious universities
with strong finance programs. Coursework in accounting, finance, statistics, and economics is
advantageous.

Key Skills and Competencies
Successful candidates demonstrate:

Analytical Skills: Ability to interpret complex financial data and market trends.

Technical Proficiency: Advanced Excel skills, financial modeling, and familiarity with
databases like Bloomberg.

Communication: Clear written and verbal communication for preparing reports and client
presentations.

Time Management: Capability to work long hours and manage multiple tasks under
pressure.

Teamwork: Collaboration with colleagues across departments and levels.



Typical Responsibilities and Job Functions
Individuals in investment banking entry level jobs are tasked with a variety of responsibilities that
support deal execution and client advisory services. These functions provide critical learning
experiences and build foundational skills for advanced roles.

Financial Analysis and Modeling
Entry-level bankers spend a significant portion of their time constructing and maintaining financial
models to assess company valuations and potential transaction outcomes. This requires accuracy
and speed to meet tight deadlines.

Research and Market Analysis
Conducting industry research and monitoring market developments are essential to support pitch
materials and strategic recommendations. Analysts gather data from multiple sources to inform
senior bankers and clients.

Preparation of Presentation Materials
Creating pitch books, client presentations, and internal reports using PowerPoint is a key
responsibility. These materials communicate findings and proposed strategies to clients and
management.

Transaction Support
Entry-level staff assist in due diligence, document preparation, and coordination between various
parties involved in mergers, acquisitions, or capital raising activities.

Application and Interview Process
Securing investment banking entry level jobs requires a rigorous application and interview process.
Candidates must demonstrate both technical knowledge and cultural fit through multiple assessment
stages.

Resume and Cover Letter
Applicants should craft tailored resumes and cover letters highlighting relevant skills, academic
achievements, internships, and extracurricular activities that showcase leadership and analytical
abilities.



Technical and Behavioral Interviews
Interviews often include technical questions related to financial concepts, valuation methods, and
case studies, as well as behavioral questions assessing teamwork, problem-solving, and stress
management. Preparation through mock interviews and studying common questions is critical.

Networking and Internships
Building relationships with industry professionals and securing internships can significantly improve
chances of landing full-time entry-level roles. Networking events, career fairs, and alumni
connections are valuable resources.

Work Environment and Culture
Investment banking entry level jobs are known for their demanding work environment characterized
by long hours, high pressure, and fast-paced project cycles. Candidates must adapt to a culture
emphasizing performance, professionalism, and continuous learning.

Work Hours and Expectations
Entry-level bankers often work 70 to 100 hours per week, balancing multiple projects with tight
deadlines. Flexibility and resilience are necessary to manage workload and stress.

Team Dynamics
Collaboration with senior bankers, associates, and other team members is integral to success.
Mentorship and feedback are common, helping new hires develop skills and understand firm culture.

Professional Development
Many firms provide structured training programs, workshops, and certification opportunities to
support career growth. Entry-level employees are encouraged to take initiative in learning and skill-
building.

Compensation and Career Progression
Investment banking entry level jobs offer competitive compensation packages that typically include a
base salary and performance bonuses. The financial rewards reflect the demanding nature and high
expectations of these roles.



Salary Expectations
Starting salaries for entry-level analysts at major investment banks often range from $85,000 to
$110,000 annually, with bonuses increasing total compensation. Compensation varies by firm size,
location, and market conditions.

Advancement Opportunities
Career progression follows a structured path from analyst to associate, vice president, director, and
managing director. Advancement depends on performance, skill development, and networking
within the firm.

Long-Term Career Prospects
Experience gained in investment banking entry level jobs opens doors to diverse opportunities in
finance, including private equity, hedge funds, corporate finance roles, and consulting. The skills
acquired are highly transferable across industries.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the typical entry-level positions in investment
banking?
Typical entry-level positions in investment banking include Analyst roles, where candidates support
senior bankers by conducting financial analysis, creating pitch books, and performing market
research.

What qualifications are required for entry-level investment
banking jobs?
Entry-level investment banking jobs generally require a bachelor's degree in finance, economics,
business, or related fields. Strong analytical, quantitative, and communication skills are also
essential.

How competitive is it to get an entry-level job in investment
banking?
Investment banking entry-level jobs are highly competitive due to the lucrative nature of the field
and limited number of positions, often attracting candidates from top universities with strong
academic records.



What skills should I highlight on my resume for an entry-level
investment banking job?
Highlight skills such as financial modeling, Excel proficiency, understanding of financial statements,
attention to detail, teamwork, and strong communication skills on your resume.

What is the typical interview process for entry-level
investment banking roles?
The interview process usually includes multiple rounds such as phone or video screening, technical
interviews testing financial knowledge and modeling skills, and behavioral interviews to assess
cultural fit.

Are internships important for securing an entry-level
investment banking job?
Yes, internships are extremely valuable as they provide practical experience, networking
opportunities, and often serve as a pipeline for full-time entry-level positions.

What is the expected salary range for entry-level investment
banking jobs?
Entry-level investment banking analysts typically earn base salaries ranging from $85,000 to
$110,000 annually, with bonuses that can significantly increase total compensation.

What are the working hours like for entry-level investment
banking analysts?
Entry-level analysts often work long hours, commonly ranging from 70 to 100 hours per week,
especially during deal closings or busy periods.

How can I prepare for the technical questions in an
investment banking entry-level interview?
Prepare by studying financial accounting, valuation methods, financial modeling, and practicing
common technical questions such as DCF analysis, comparable company analysis, and merger
models.

Additional Resources
1. Investment Banking: Valuation, Leveraged Buyouts, and Mergers & Acquisitions
This book by Joshua Rosenbaum and Joshua Pearl is a comprehensive guide for anyone looking to
break into investment banking. It covers essential technical skills such as valuation techniques,
financial modeling, and deal structuring. The clear explanations and practical examples make it ideal
for entry-level professionals aiming to understand the core functions of investment banking.



2. Vault Career Guide to Investment Banking
The Vault Career Guide offers an insider’s perspective on the investment banking industry, including
detailed information on recruiting, interviews, and day-to-day responsibilities. It provides practical
tips on resume building, networking, and career progression. This guide is especially useful for
candidates preparing for entry-level roles and internships.

3. Investment Banking for Dummies
Written in an accessible and straightforward style, this book breaks down complex investment
banking concepts for beginners. It covers the basics of financial markets, mergers and acquisitions,
and capital raising. The approachable format makes it a great starting point for individuals new to
the finance world.

4. Monkey Business: Swinging Through the Wall Street Jungle
By John Rolfe and Peter Troob, this memoir provides an entertaining and candid look at life as an
entry-level analyst at a top investment bank. It offers valuable insights into the culture, challenges,
and expectations faced by new hires. Readers gain a realistic view of the demanding environment
and what it takes to succeed.

5. Investment Banking Interview Prep: The Vault Guide to Finance Interviews
This book is focused specifically on preparing candidates for interviews in investment banking. It
includes commonly asked questions, sample answers, and detailed explanations of technical
concepts. The guide helps entry-level applicants build confidence and improve their chances of
securing a position.

6. Financial Modeling and Valuation: A Practical Guide to Investment Banking and Private Equity
This practical manual by Paul Pignataro teaches readers how to build detailed financial models used
in investment banking. It emphasizes valuation techniques and real-world applications, making it
relevant for beginners. The step-by-step approach equips entry-level professionals with essential
modeling skills.

7. The Analyst’s Handbook: A Guide to Investment Banking
Designed for new analysts, this handbook covers the fundamental skills required to succeed in an
investment banking analyst role. Topics include Excel modeling, pitch book preparation, and
industry research. It serves as a handy reference for those starting their careers in investment
banking.

8. Breaking Into Wall Street: Investment Banking Guide
This guide offers strategies and advice for landing an entry-level position in investment banking. It
discusses recruiting timelines, networking, and the interview process in detail. The book is a
valuable resource for anyone aiming to navigate the competitive hiring landscape.

9. Private Equity at Work: When Wall Street Manages Main Street
While focused on private equity, this book provides insights relevant to investment bankers
interested in buyouts and leveraged finance. It explains how deals are structured and the impact on
companies post-acquisition. Entry-level bankers can benefit from understanding this aspect of the
financial industry to broaden their knowledge base.
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book that explains, in detail, what each job really entails -- and then tells you what you need to do to
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or pharmaceutical test subject. AND HOW THE HELL WILL IT HELP ME? Each chapter is based on
insider knowledge gleaned from interviews with the cream of the crop in their fields--experts like
Kate Spade on fashion design; Nicola Kraus, The Nanny Diaries, on being an author; Jonathan
Dayton and Valerie Faris, Little Miss Sunshine, and Eli Roth, Hostel, on directing films… and many
more. You’ll get answers to burning career questions such as: What will I actually do all day? Do I
have to wear a suit and pointy shoes? How do I even get my foot in the door? What should I say on
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Feeling stuck? Find out how to work toward the career of your dreams If you’re slogging through
your days in a boring or unrewarding job, it may be time to make a big change. Careers For
Dummies is a comprehensive career guide from a top career coach and counselor that will help you
jump start your career and your life. Dive in to learn more about career opportunities, with a
plethora of job descriptions and the certifications, degrees, and continuing education that can help
you build the career you’ve always wanted. Whether you’re entering the workforce for the first time
or a career-oriented person who needs or wants a change, this book has valuable information that
can help you achieve your career goals. Find out how you can build your personal brand to become
more attractive to potential employers, how to create a plan to “get from here to there” on your
career path, and access videos and checklists that help to drive home all the key points. If you’re not
happy in your day-to-day work now, there’s no better time than the present to work towards change.
Get inspired by learning about a wide variety of careers Create a path forward for a new or better
career that will be rewarding and fun Determine how to build your personal brand to enhance your
career opportunities Get tips from a top career coach to help you plan and implement a strategy for
a more rewarding work life Careers For Dummies is the complete resource for those looking to
enhance their careers or embark on a more rewarding work experience.
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Jobs Lisa Sun, 2011-09-26 How Do I Land An Internship With Goldman Sachs Investment Banking If
you're looking for unique, strategic, and actionable tips to successfully navigate the recruitment,
application, and interview process at Goldman Sachs, then this is the eBook you need to read! Do
you want to intern at one of the most competitive and professionally ranked firms in the world of
global finance? Former Goldman analyst and recruiter Lisa Sun provides insider advice on how to
land your investment banking internship at Goldman Sachs, and how this opportunity could turn into
full-time employment. The Best Book On Goldman Sachs Investment Banking Jobs is guaranteed to
help you along the application, interview, and admissions process for both an internship and career
in investment banking. Now, let's get started
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  investment banking entry level jobs: International Jobs Nina Segal, Eric Kocher,
2009-03-05 From teaching English to analyzing intelligence for the federal government, the
international field offers a broad spectrum of exciting job opportunities. For over twenty years,
International Jobs has been the authoritative guide for researching and launching an international
career. In this newly revised sixth edition, veteran career counselor Nina Segal updates Eric
Kocher's classic reference, providing all the tools necessary for understanding the complex
international job market and finding the right employment options. With the tried and true
components of previous editions-practical résumé and interviewing advice, market analysis, and
insightful day-in-the-life stories-as well as substantially increased Web resources, International Jobs
is the essential comprehensive reference for students and established professionals alike who want a
career in the global marketplace.
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  investment banking entry level jobs: 50 Jobs in 50 States Daniel Seddiqui, 2011-03-07 Like
lots of college grads, Daniel Seddiqui was having a hard time finding a job. But despite more than
forty rejections, he knew there were opportunities out there. So he set out on an extraordinary
quest: fifty jobs in fifty states in fifty weeks. And not just any jobs. His goal was as much to explore
America as to explore different careers, so he chose jobs that reflected the culture and economy of
each state. Working as everything from a cheesemaker in Wisconsin, a border patrol agent in
Arizona and a meatpacker in Kansas to a lobsterman in Maine, a surfing instructor in Hawaii and a
football coach in Alabama, Daniel chronicles how he adapted to the wildly differing people, cultures,
and environments. From one week to the next he had no idea what he'd be doing, where he'd be
sleeping, what he'd be eating, or how he'd be received. He even became a roving news item,
appearing on CNN, Fox News, World News Tonight, MSNBC and the Today Show—which was good
preparation for his stint as a TV weatherman. Tackling challenge after challenge—overcoming
anxiety about working four miles underground in a West Virginia coalmine, learning to walk on
six-foot stilts (in a full Egyptian king costume) at an Florida amusement park, racing the clock as a
pit-crew member at an Indiana racetrack –Daniel completed his journey a changed man. In this book
he shares stories about the people he met, the lessons he learned and explains the five principles
that kept him going.
  investment banking entry level jobs: New York Magazine , 1993-04-19 New York magazine
was born in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place
for itself as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and
photography covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's
consistent mission has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city
itself, while celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.
  investment banking entry level jobs: What Can You Do with a Major in Business? Kate Shoup,
2007-08-13 Your guide to glide from campus to career Make sure you get a good ROI (Return on
Investment) from your college courses and career choices. Whether you're a student pounding the
books or a graduate pounding the pavement, What Can You Do with a Major in Business? alerts you
to diverse job options, some of which you probably haven't considered. It addresses specific
concerns of business majors with valuable information, including: * Advice on college and
curriculum choices--courses, internships, advanced degrees, and more * Tips to energize and expand
your job search * Profiles of real graduates, their jobs, and how they got them * Objective audits of
their careers from the manager of a recreational facility, a city/county administrator, a marketing
field representative, a public relations specialist, and an import/export broker * Overviews of typical
salary levels, hours, and work environments * Extensive additional resources, including Web sites,
professional organizations, periodicals, and more With practical information and enlightening insight
from your peers in business careers, this book helps you analyze opportunities and choose a career
that lets you make the most of your assets. Bottom line, that's the key to success.



  investment banking entry level jobs: Working in Business and Finance Joseph Malgesini,
2024-06-13 Demystify the fascinating world of business and finance. This isn't your run-of-the-mill
career guide; think of it as your secret weapon, your backstage pass to the good, the bad, and the
ugly. No more tiptoeing – we spill the beans on the pay, the hours, the perks, and the
not-so-glamorous parts of the journey. In this candid, concise, and comprehensive guide, we've
condensed insider insights into a must-have manual for students and budding professionals. Whether
it’s consulting, accounting, investment banking, sales and trading, private equity, venture capital,
investment management, hedge fund, real estate, corporate finance, strategy and operations,
product management, sales, marketing, or getting your MBA, we’ve got it all covered. We've thrown
in candid conversations with real-life trailblazers who've braved the same path you're about to
embark upon. Whether you're a student mapping your future or a young professional hungry for
success, this book will ensure you make career choices that you won’t regret. Replace career
confusion with confidence by learning the ins and outs of the career paths available to you. Your
foray into a burgeoning career starts here.
  investment banking entry level jobs: Career Opportunities in Banking, Finance, and
Insurance, Second Edition Thomas Fitch, 2007 Profiles current industry trends and salaries and
career profiles include Insurance account executive, banking customer service representative,
financial analyst, tax preparer and more.
  investment banking entry level jobs: HowExpert Guide to Jobs and Careers HowExpert, If
you’re ready to unlock your full career potential, then HowExpert Guide to Jobs and Careers is your
ultimate roadmap to success. This all-encompassing guide covers over 101+ careers across a
multitude of industries, providing you with the insights and knowledge needed to navigate today’s
diverse job market confidently. Discover Your Dream Career In today’s fast-paced world, finding the
right career can be overwhelming. Whether you’re a recent graduate, considering a career change,
or looking to advance in your current field, this book is designed to help you explore a wide range of
opportunities and make informed decisions about your professional future. What Makes This Guide
Essential: - In-Depth Career Profiles: Gain a comprehensive understanding of over 101+ careers
across various industries, including STEM, healthcare, business, education, creative fields, legal
professions, trades, hospitality, public service, and emerging sectors. Each profile includes an
overview of the role, required skills and education, typical work environments, career paths, and tips
for success. - Practical Advice and Strategies: Benefit from expert advice on how to excel in your
chosen field, navigate career transitions, and achieve continuous professional growth. Learn
practical tips from industry professionals who have successfully navigated their career journeys. -
Resourceful Tools and Recommendations: Access curated lists of recommended books, online
courses, certifications, professional associations, and job search websites to support your career
development and help you stay ahead in your field. Chapters Overview: Introduction Embark on your
career exploration journey with a solid understanding of the importance of choosing the right
career. This chapter sets the stage by explaining how to use this guide effectively to align your
career choices with your personal interests and strengths. Chapter 1: STEM Careers Explore
exciting opportunities in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics. Discover careers such
as Software Developer, Data Scientist, and Mechanical Engineer, and learn about the skills and
education needed to thrive in these innovative fields. Chapter 2: Medical and Healthcare Careers
Delve into the rewarding world of healthcare. From Registered Nurses to Clinical Psychologists,
uncover the roles that make a difference in people’s lives and the paths to success in this essential
industry. Chapter 3: Business and Finance Careers Navigate the competitive landscape of business
and finance. Learn about careers like Financial Analyst, Marketing Manager, and Entrepreneur, and
gain insights into the qualifications and strategies needed for success. Chapter 4: Education Careers
Discover fulfilling careers in education. Whether you aspire to be an Elementary School Teacher,
College Professor, or School Counselor, this chapter provides a detailed look at the pathways to
impact the lives of learners. Chapter 5: Creative and Media Careers Unleash your creativity with
careers in the media and creative industries. Explore roles like Graphic Designer, Journalist, and



Social Media Manager, and find out how to turn your creative talents into a successful career.
Chapter 6: Legal Careers Explore the various roles within the legal field. From Lawyers to Forensic
Scientists, this chapter outlines the education, skills, and career trajectories for those seeking to
uphold justice and law. Chapter 7: Trades and Technical Careers Learn about hands-on careers in
trades and technical fields. Discover the opportunities available to Electricians, Plumbers, and other
skilled trades, and understand the pathways to mastery and advancement in these practical
professions. Chapter 8: Hospitality and Service Careers Dive into the dynamic world of hospitality
and service. Whether you’re interested in becoming a Chef, Hotel Manager, or Event Planner, this
chapter provides a roadmap to success in roles that focus on exceptional customer experiences.
Chapter 9: Retail and Sales Careers Explore the vibrant sectors of retail and sales. Learn about
careers like Retail Manager, Sales Representative, and Real Estate Agent, and gain insights into the
skills and strategies for thriving in these customer-focused roles. Chapter 10: Public Service and
Government Careers Examine careers dedicated to public service and governance. From Police
Officers to Policy Analysts, this chapter covers the qualifications and career paths for those
committed to serving their communities and country. Chapter 11: Emerging and Future Careers
Stay ahead of the curve with careers in emerging fields. Learn about cutting-edge roles in Artificial
Intelligence, E-Commerce, and other future-focused industries, and find out how to prepare for
success in these rapidly evolving sectors. Conclusion Reflect on your interests and skills, explore
diverse career paths, and make informed career decisions. Embrace lifelong learning and
professional growth to build a fulfilling and successful career. If you’re ready to take control of your
career journey and discover the path that aligns with your passions and goals, then get your copy of
HowExpert Guide to Jobs and Careers and start building the future you desire. This comprehensive
guide will empower you to explore, decide, and succeed in any career you choose. HowExpert
publishes how to guides on all topics from A to Z.
  investment banking entry level jobs: Killer ChatGPT Prompts Guy Hart-Davis, 2023-08-07
Unlock the full capabilities of ChatGPT at work, at home, and in your day-to-day By now, you’ve
heard of ChatGPT and its incredible potential. You may even have tried to use it a few times just to
see it in action for yourself. But have you ever wondered what ChatGPT is truly capable of? Killer
ChatGPT Prompts: Harness the Power of AI for Success and Profit will show you the true power of
Large Language Models (LLMs) like ChatGPT. In the book, veteran IT educator and trusted author
Guy Hart-Davis shows you the exact prompts he’s discovered to unlock a huge variety of expert
business writing, like emails and proposals, data analysis use cases, lesson plans, information
exchange scripts, and more! You’ll also find: The perfect prompts for a huge array of job roles,
including those in sales and marketing, web development, HR, customer support, and more Use
cases for ChatGPT in the home, with your kids, and in your relationship Hundreds more prompts
that will make your job, your home life, and your day-to-day so much easier There’s no doubt about
it. LLMs—and ChatGPT—are here to stay. The only question is: Will you have the skills and the
wherewithal to unleash its potential in your own life? Killer ChatGPT Prompts can guarantee that
you will.
  investment banking entry level jobs: The Trap Daniel Brook, 2007-05-29 In this provocative,
witty, and revealing polemic, Brook argues that the exploding income gap is systematically
dismantling the American dream, as debt-laden, well-educated young people are torn between their
passions and the pressure to earn six-figure incomes.
  investment banking entry level jobs: Corporate Finance Laurence Booth, W. Sean Cleary,
Pamela Paterson Drake, 2012-12-26 Adapted from a best-selling Canadian title, this text offers a
somewhat unique approach to corporate finance, with a framework that highlights three distinct
legs of finance: economics, accounting, and law.There is an emphasis on Ethics in Corporate Finance
throughout which is very desirable, since AACSB requires ethics be taught in every finance course.
Adapted from a Canadian best-selling title, This text offers a somewhat unique approach to
corporate finance, with a framework that highlights three distinct legs of finance: economics,
accounting, and law.



  investment banking entry level jobs: Million Dollar Careers Wetfeet.com, 2005 For anyone
who dreams of champagne and caviar, this book offers some practicaland a few impracticalstarting
points. The career experts at WetFeet have done some digging to come up with a list of 20 careers in
which, with a little luck and a lot of hard work, readers just might make it to millionaire status.
  investment banking entry level jobs: Pedigree Lauren A. Rivera, 2016-03-22 How social class
determines who lands the best jobs Americans are taught to believe that upward mobility is possible
for anyone who is willing to work hard, regardless of their social status, yet it is often those from
affluent backgrounds who land the best jobs. Pedigree takes readers behind the closed doors of
top-tier investment banks, consulting firms, and law firms to reveal the truth about who really gets
hired for the nation's highest-paying entry-level jobs, who doesn’t, and why. Drawing on scores of
in-depth interviews as well as firsthand observation of hiring practices at some of America’s most
prestigious firms, Lauren Rivera shows how, at every step of the hiring process, the ways that
employers define and evaluate merit are strongly skewed to favor job applicants from economically
privileged backgrounds. She reveals how decision makers draw from ideas about talent—what it is,
what best signals it, and who does (and does not) have it—that are deeply rooted in social class.
Displaying the right stuff that elite employers are looking for entails considerable amounts of
economic, social, and cultural resources on the part of the applicants and their parents. Challenging
our most cherished beliefs about college as a great equalizer and the job market as a level playing
field, Pedigree exposes the class biases built into American notions about the best and the brightest,
and shows how social status plays a significant role in determining who reaches the top of the
economic ladder.
  investment banking entry level jobs: The Third Wave Alison Thompson, 2011-07-12 Alison
Thompson, a filmmaker living in New York City, was enjoying Christmas with her boyfriend in 2004
when she saw the news reports online: a 9.3 magnitude earthquake had struck the sea near
Indonesia, triggering a massive tsunami that hit much of southern Asia. As she watched the death
toll climb, Thompson had one thought: She had to go help. A few years earlier, she had spent eight
months volunteering at Ground Zero after 9/11. She’d learned then that when disaster strikes, it’s
not just the firemen and Red Cross who are needed—every single person can make a difference.
With $300 in cash, some basic medical supplies, and a vague idea that she’d go wherever she was
needed, Thompson headed to Sri Lanka. Along with a small team of volunteers, she settled in a
coastal town that had been hit especially hard and began tending to people’s injuries, giving out food
and water, playing games with the children, collecting dead bodies, and helping rebuild the local
school and homes that had been destroyed. Thompson had intended to stay for two weeks; she
ended up staying for fourteen months. She and her team helped start new businesses and set up the
first tsunami early-warning center in Sri Lanka, which continues to save lives today. The Third Wave
tells the inspiring story of how volunteering changed Thompson’s life. It begins with her first real
introduction to disaster relief after 9/11 and ends with her more recent efforts in Haiti, where she
has helped create and run, with Sean Penn, an internally-displaced-person camp and field hospital
for more than 65,000 Haitians who lost their homes in the 2010 earthquake. In The Third Wave,
Thompson provides an invaluable inside glimpse into what really happens on the ground after a
disaster—and a road map for what anyone can do to help. As Alison Thompson shows, with some
resilience, a healthy sense of humor, and the desire to make a difference, we all have what it takes
to change the world for the better.
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