
inslaw settlement

inslaw settlement refers to the resolution of a high-profile legal dispute involving InsLaw, Inc., a
software company that developed the PROMIS software system. This settlement marked the
conclusion of a complex and lengthy legal battle between InsLaw and various government entities,
primarily the United States Department of Justice. The controversy surrounding the InsLaw settlement
centers on allegations of software infringement, breach of contract, and claims of misappropriation of
intellectual property. Understanding the background, details, and implications of the InsLaw
settlement provides valuable insight into software licensing conflicts, government contracting, and
intellectual property law. This article delves into the history of the InsLaw case, the key elements of
the settlement, and its broader impact on legal and technological practices. The following sections will
systematically explore these aspects to present a comprehensive view of the InsLaw settlement.

Background of the InsLaw Dispute

Details of the InsLaw Settlement

Legal Implications of the Settlement

Impact on Government Software Contracts

Lessons Learned from the InsLaw Case

Background of the InsLaw Dispute
The origins of the InsLaw settlement trace back to the development and licensing of the PROMIS
(Prosecutor’s Management Information System) software by InsLaw, Inc. PROMIS was a case
management software designed to improve the efficiency of judicial and prosecutorial systems.
InsLaw alleged that the Department of Justice and other government agencies used the software
without proper authorization and failed to compensate the company according to the licensing
agreements. This claim led to a series of lawsuits accusing the government of breach of contract and
intellectual property theft. The dispute became notable for its complexity and the involvement of
multiple government branches, including allegations that extended beyond typical contractual
disagreements.

Development and Licensing of PROMIS Software
InsLaw developed PROMIS software in the early 1980s, intending it to streamline case management
for prosecutors and courts. The company entered into contracts with the Department of Justice,
granting limited licenses to use the software under specific terms. The contracts outlined the scope,
usage rights, and financial arrangements for PROMIS, which became a critical point of contention in
later disputes. InsLaw maintained that the government exceeded the license’s scope by modifying
and distributing the software without consent or additional compensation.



Legal Actions Leading to Settlement
Following the emergence of alleged unauthorized use, InsLaw initiated legal proceedings against the
Department of Justice and other parties. The litigation involved multiple claims, including copyright
infringement and breach of contract, and extended over several years. The contentious nature of the
case drew public and legal attention due to the sensitive government involvement and the technical
complexities of software licensing. These legal actions set the stage for eventual negotiations and the
pursuit of a settlement to resolve the disputes outside of prolonged court battles.

Details of the InsLaw Settlement
The InsLaw settlement represents the negotiated agreement that resolved the litigation between
InsLaw, Inc., and the government entities involved in the PROMIS software dispute. The terms of the
settlement, while confidential in certain respects, addressed key issues such as financial
compensation, usage rights, and acknowledgment of the software’s proprietary status. This section
outlines the known components and outcomes of the settlement agreement.

Financial Compensation and Licensing Terms
One of the primary components of the InsLaw settlement was the provision of monetary
compensation to InsLaw for the alleged unauthorized use of PROMIS. The settlement included a lump
sum payment and adjustments to licensing terms to clarify and legally define future software use.
These financial arrangements aimed to remedy past infringements and establish a framework for
ongoing compliance with intellectual property rights.

Confidentiality and Non-Disclosure Provisions
As with many settlements involving government contracts and proprietary technology, the InsLaw
settlement included confidentiality clauses. These provisions restricted the disclosure of specific
settlement details, protecting sensitive information related to software functionality, contractual
terms, and the parties' negotiations. Such confidentiality is common in cases involving government
agencies to safeguard national security interests and proprietary technologies.

Impact on Pending and Future Litigation
The settlement effectively ended the active litigation between InsLaw and the government entities
regarding PROMIS software. It also established legal precedents and clarified intellectual property
rights that influenced related cases and negotiations. The resolution reduced uncertainty for both
parties and allowed InsLaw to pursue its business objectives without the shadow of ongoing lawsuits.

Legal Implications of the Settlement
The InsLaw settlement carries significant legal implications, particularly concerning software licensing,
intellectual property enforcement, and government contracting. The case highlighted challenges in



protecting proprietary software when dealing with government agencies and underscored the
importance of clear contractual terms and enforcement mechanisms.

Software Licensing and Intellectual Property Rights
The InsLaw dispute and settlement underscored the critical need for precise licensing agreements
that explicitly define usage rights, restrictions, and remedies for breaches. Intellectual property rights
in software are complex, especially when modifications and distribution occur. The case illustrated
how ambiguities in licensing can lead to costly disputes and emphasized the importance of robust
legal frameworks to protect software developers.

Government Contracting and Compliance
Government agencies often require customized software solutions, but the InsLaw case demonstrated
risks when contracts lack clear terms or when agencies exceed authorized usage. The settlement
prompted government entities to review their contracting practices to ensure compliance with
intellectual property laws and to avoid similar disputes. This has led to more stringent oversight and
improved contract management in public sector software procurement.

Precedential Value for Future Cases
The resolution of the InsLaw dispute serves as a reference point for future intellectual property
litigation involving government contracts. It reinforced the principle that government entities are
subject to the same legal standards as private parties regarding software licensing and intellectual
property rights. This has influenced case law and encouraged more cautious approaches in
government software agreements.

Impact on Government Software Contracts
The InsLaw settlement had a lasting impact on how government agencies approach software licensing
and contracting. It raised awareness about the potential legal and financial risks associated with
improper software use, influencing policy and procedural changes in government procurement.

Enhanced Contractual Clarity
In response to the issues highlighted by the InsLaw case, government agencies began implementing
more detailed and explicit software contracts. These contracts now often include:

Clear definitions of software usage rights and limitations

Explicit clauses addressing modifications and redistribution

Mechanisms for monitoring compliance and reporting unauthorized use



Dispute resolution procedures tailored to intellectual property issues

Improved Intellectual Property Management
The settlement underscored the necessity for government agencies to maintain rigorous intellectual
property management policies. This includes better training for personnel involved in software
procurement and heightened awareness of legal obligations under copyright and licensing laws. As a
result, government software contracts now often undergo more thorough legal review before
execution.

Lessons Learned from the InsLaw Case
The InsLaw settlement offers several instructive lessons for software developers, government
agencies, and legal professionals involved in technology licensing and intellectual property
management.

Importance of Detailed Licensing Agreements
One of the most critical takeaways is the need for comprehensive licensing agreements that clearly
stipulate the rights and responsibilities of all parties. Ambiguities or omissions can lead to disputes
that are costly and damaging to reputations.

Necessity of Vigilant Contract Enforcement
Both licensors and licensees must actively monitor adherence to contractual terms. Early detection of
potential breaches can enable timely resolution and prevent prolonged litigation. The InsLaw case
demonstrates the consequences of failing to enforce terms effectively.

Value of Settlements in Complex Disputes
The eventual settlement illustrates how negotiated agreements can provide a practical resolution to
complicated legal conflicts, especially those involving government entities. Settlements can protect
proprietary interests while avoiding protracted and uncertain court battles.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the InsLAW settlement about?
The InsLAW settlement refers to the legal resolution between InsLAW Inc. and the U.S. government
concerning allegations of copyright infringement and contract disputes related to the PROMIS



software.

When was the InsLAW settlement reached?
The InsLAW settlement was reached in the late 1990s after years of legal battles between InsLAW Inc.
and the U.S. Department of Justice.

Who was involved in the InsLAW settlement?
The settlement involved InsLAW Inc., a software company, and the U.S. Department of Justice, which
was accused of misappropriating InsLAW's PROMIS software.

What was the outcome of the InsLAW settlement?
The outcome included a financial settlement and agreements on the use and distribution rights of the
PROMIS software, resolving long-standing disputes between InsLAW and the government.

Why was the InsLAW settlement significant?
It was significant because it highlighted issues of government accountability, intellectual property
rights, and transparency in contract management within federal agencies.

Did the InsLAW settlement involve any criminal charges?
No criminal charges were directly tied to the settlement; it was primarily a civil dispute resolved
through legal and financial agreements.

Where can I find more information about the InsLAW
settlement?
More information can be found through legal case archives, government documents, and investigative
reports related to the InsLAW-PROMIS controversy.

Additional Resources
1. The InsLAW Case: A Legal and Political Thriller
This book offers a detailed narrative of the InsLAW settlement, exploring the complex legal battles
between InsLAW Inc. and the U.S. government. It delves into the intricacies of intellectual property
disputes, government contracts, and alleged misconduct. Readers gain insight into how technology
and law intersected in this high-profile case.

2. Inside the InsLAW Controversy: Technology, Law, and Justice
Focusing on the technical and legal challenges, this book examines the origins of the InsLAW software
and the ensuing dispute over its rightful ownership. It provides a comprehensive overview of the
settlement process and the broader implications for software patents and government procurement.
The book is valuable for legal scholars and technology historians alike.

3. The Shadow War: InsLAW, Whistleblowers, and Government Accountability



This title investigates the allegations of cover-ups and espionage linked to the InsLAW case. It
highlights whistleblower testimonies and the struggle for transparency within federal agencies. The
book connects the settlement to larger themes of government oversight and ethical responsibility.

4. Software Wars: The InsLAW Settlement and Intellectual Property Battles
A thorough analysis of the InsLAW settlement from the perspective of intellectual property law. This
book discusses how the case set precedents for software licensing and government contracts. It is
essential reading for legal professionals navigating software disputes.

5. Justice Delayed: The Prolonged InsLAW Litigation and Its Aftermath
This book chronicles the lengthy litigation process leading up to the InsLAW settlement. It explores
the challenges faced by plaintiffs in holding government agencies accountable. The narrative sheds
light on the complexities of legal recourse in cases involving proprietary technology.

6. The InsLAW Settlement: Lessons in Legal Strategy and Negotiation
Focusing on the negotiation tactics and legal strategies employed during the settlement, this book
offers practical insights for attorneys and mediators. It discusses how both parties navigated a
contentious dispute to reach a resolution. The text serves as a case study in conflict resolution within
the tech industry.

7. From Patent to Settlement: The InsLAW Software Saga
Tracing the history of InsLAW’s patented software, this book details the journey from innovation to
legal confrontation. It highlights the significance of patent law in protecting software inventions and
the challenges of enforcement. The settlement is portrayed as a pivotal moment in software patent
jurisprudence.

8. Government Contracts and Controversies: The InsLAW Settlement Explored
Examining the role of government contracts in the InsLAW dispute, this book analyzes procurement
policies and contractual obligations. It reveals how ambiguities in agreements can lead to major legal
conflicts. The settlement serves as a cautionary tale for businesses dealing with federal contracts.

9. The InsLAW Settlement and Its Impact on Software Industry Ethics
This book explores the ethical questions raised by the InsLAW case, including corporate responsibility
and government transparency. It discusses the impact of the settlement on industry standards and
practices. The text encourages reflection on the moral dimensions of technology development and
legal disputes.
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Qualified recipients are lawyers and judges, law students, law librarians and associate members of
the American Bar Association.
  inslaw settlement: Board of Contract Appeals Decisions United States. Armed Services Board
of Contract Appeals, 1989
  inslaw settlement: American Conspiracy Files Peter Kross, 2015-11-25 Conspiracy theories are
not new to our modern time. They date back to biblical times when Moses sent his spies out to check
out what the Egyptians were doing. Espionage is also linked to various conspiracies and is all mixed
up in the same bag of tricks and form any decent conspiracy or theory. In this new, fact providing
book by author Peter Kross called The American Conspiracy Files: The Stories We Were Never Told,
the reader is given a tour de force through the world of conspiracies and conspiracy theories dating
back to the time when this nation was first founded, right up until the modern day. Author Kross
provides the reader with these fascinating and unbelievable stories in short, thought-provoking
chapters that will both inform and educate the public to these little known tales from our past.
Among the stories that are revealed are the circumstances surrounding the Lost Colony of Roanoke
whose settlers simply left their homes and were never seen again. The tales of the deaths of Davy
Crockett, Jesse James and Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid leave the reader wondering just
what really happened to these iconic heroes, conspiracies in the Revolutionary War including
Benedict Arnold and Ben Franklin’s son, William. We delve into the large conspiracy to kill President
Lincoln and see that John Wilkes Booth did not act alone. Our tale then goes into our modern day
with chapters on the deaths of John F. Kennedy, Robert Kennedy, Martin Luther King, spies in the
Roosevelt administration, the reasons behind the Oklahoma City bombing, the sordid plots of
President Lyndon Johnson and the deaths of people associated with him, the revelation of “Deep
Throat,” a plot by the Joint Chiefs of Staff to invade Cuba and blame it on Castro, among other
interesting tales. As author Kross did in his previous books, Tales From Langley: The CIA from
Truman to Obama and The Secret History of the United States, these stories are a fascinating
account of our hidden history, most of which the public has never heard of.
  inslaw settlement: Preventing Computer Fraud Dana L. Stern, 1993 Disk contains select
strategies, checklists, and techniques found in the book.
  inslaw settlement: Structured Settlements and Periodic Payment Judgments Daniel W.
Hindert, Patrick J. Hindert, Joseph Julnes Dehner, Matthew J. Meltzer, 2024-04-28 Structured
Settlements and Periodic Payment Judgments is a complete reference work for attorneys, settlement
planners, and insurance and annuity brokers
  inslaw settlement: Federal Claims Reporter , 1998
  inslaw settlement: United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit
United States. Court of Appeals (District of Columbia Circuit), 1991
  inslaw settlement: Records & Briefs New York State Appellate Division ,
  inslaw settlement: The Last Circle Cheri Seymour, 2010-09-26 Probing one of most organized
and complex criminal enterprises in the United States, this report exposes the dynamics of the
Octopus, a globe-trotting undercover intelligence operative. Based on 18 years of investigative
research, this account reveals high-level, covert government operations and the elaborate corporate
structures and the theft of high-tech software (PROMIS) used as smoke-and-mirror covers for
narcotics trafficking, money laundering, arms sales, and espionage. The Octopus connections to a
maze of politicians and officials in the National Security Council, the CIA, the FBI, and the U.S.
Department of Justice are revealed. A detailed look into the recent high-profile arrest of Mafia
hit-man Jimmy Hughes is also included in this intriguing analysis.
  inslaw settlement: Warmonger Jeremy Kuzmarov, 2023-12-01 During the 2016 presidential
election, many younger voters repudiated Hillary Clinton because of her husband’s support for mass
incarceration, banking deregulation and free-trade agreements that led many U.S. jobs to be shipped
overseas. Warmonger: How Clinton’s Malign Foreign Policy Launched the Trajectory from Bush II to
Biden, shows that Clinton’s foreign policy was just as bad as his domestic policy. Cultivating an
image as a former anti-Vietnam War activist to win over the aging hippie set in his early years, as



president, Clinton bombed six countries and, by the end of his first term, had committed U.S. troops
to 25 separate military operations, compared to 17 in Ronald Reagan’s two terms. Clinton further
expanded America’s covert empire of overseas surveillance outposts and spying and increased the
budget for intelligence spending and the National Endowment for Democracy (NED), a CIA offshoot
which promoted regime change in foreign nations. The latter was not surprising because, according
to CIA operative Cord Meyer Jr., Clinton had been recruited into the CIA while a Rhodes Scholar at
Oxford, and as Governor of Arkansas in the 1980s he had allowed clandestine arms and drug flights
to Nicaraguan counter-revolutionaries (Contras) backed by the CIA to be taken from Mena Airport in
the western part of the state. Rather than being a time of tranquility when the U.S. failed to pay
attention to the gathering storm of terrorism, as New York Times columnist David Brooks frames it,
the Clinton presidency saw rising tensions among the U.S., China and Russia because of Clinton’s
malign foreign policies, and U.S. complicity in terrorist acts. In so many ways, Clinton’s presidency
set the groundwork for the disasters that were to follow under Bush II, Obama, Trump, and Biden. It
was Clinton—building off of Reagan—who first waged a War on Terror ridden with double standards,
one that adopted terror tactics, including extraordinary rendition, bombing and the use of drones. It
was Clinton who cried wolf about human rights abuses and the need to protect beleaguered peoples
from genocide to justify military intervention in a post-Cold War age. And it was Clinton’s
administration that pressed for regime change in Iraq and raised public alarm about the mythic
WMDs—all while relying on fancy new military technologies and private military contractors to
distance US shady military interventions from the public to limit dissent.
  inslaw settlement: Seeds of Fire Gordon Thomas, 2001 Gordon Thomas reveals information
about China's intentions to use the current crisis to launch itself as a new super-power and become
America's new major enemy ... On September 11, 2001, the ... Chinese Peoples Liberation Army ...
had come to sign the contract with Afghanistan ... that would provide the Taliban with
missile-tracking, state of the art communications, and air defense systems.
  inslaw settlement: The Chicago Medical Recorder , 1910
  inslaw settlement: ABA Journal , 1992-12 The ABA Journal serves the legal profession.
Qualified recipients are lawyers and judges, law students, law librarians and associate members of
the American Bar Association.
  inslaw settlement: Chicago Medical Recorder , 1910
  inslaw settlement: The Law of Suretyship Edward Graham Gallagher, 2000
  inslaw settlement: The Octopus Kenn Thomas, Jim Keith, 2004 Originally released to critical
praise, this book became a much sought-after classic in the underground of conspiracy literature -
today commanding high prices on the book collector's market. The new paperback edition carries
Casolaro's conspiratorial insights and research into the post-911 world, for which it was a harbinger.
  inslaw settlement: Vanity Fair , 1991
  inslaw settlement: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1996
  inslaw settlement: HIV, Aids, and the Law Donald T. Dickson, Although morbidity among
HIV/AIDS victims has decreased, the rate of new infections has remained steady for several years,
substantially increasing the likelihood that this epidemic will continue and expand as a concern for
social workers and their clientele, both of whom will need to be kept informed of the complex laws
governing the milieu and the consequences of the disease. This is certainly the case with its spread
throughout Asia and Africa. In this new work, the author draws upon statutes and court decisions
from across the United States to provide a comprehensive and current picture of the many facets of
HIV/AIDS law, including health policy; confidentiality; privacy; bioethics; the workplace; and
criminal law and corrections. The volume of legal, medical, social science, and popular literature
pertaining to HIV/AIDS that has been published over the past two decades is staggering. Hence, any
addition to this collection needs some justification. What Dickson offers is different from what has
preceded. Rather than one more contribution to the extensive legal or social science literature, this
book attempts to integrate the perspectives from two fields: law and social work. The hope is that
this will give social workers, practitioners, and teachers a better understanding of one of the major



issues that may face them in their work with patients and clients every day. To date, although there
is extensive HIV and AIDS-related literature in social work and the social sciences, it is primarily
focused on social work practice issues. Where law has been introduced in these works, it often is
narrow in focus and, given the rapid changes in the field, no longer up to date. This book does not
purport to discuss all legal issues in all jurisdictions relating to HIV/AIDS, but rather to choose
selectively those that have particular relevance for social work and social policy. The author has
placed reliance on those published medical works cited with approval in the legal and social science
literature. This is a seminal work on the relationship of law, medicine, and ethics. Donald T. Dickson
is professor in the School of Social Work at Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey, in New
Brunswick.
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