iranian culture

iranian culture is one of the oldest and richest cultures in the world, characterized by its deep historical
roots, diverse traditions, and significant contributions to art, literature, and philosophy. This culture has
evolved over thousands of years, influenced by various dynasties, religions, and neighboring civilizations.
Iranian culture is renowned for its unique blend of ancient customs and modern practices, reflecting the
country's complex social fabric. From its language and literature to its music, cuisine, and festivals, every
aspect of Iranian culture offers insight into the values and identity of its people. This article explores the
main facets of Iranian culture, including its history, language, art, traditions, and contemporary social life.

The following sections will provide a comprehensive overview of this vibrant and dynamic culture.

Historical Background of Iranian Culture

Language and Literature

Art and Architecture

Traditional Customs and Festivals

Iranian Cuisine

Music and Performing Arts

Contemporary Social and Cultural Life

Historical Background of Iranian Culture

The historical background of Iranian culture is fundamental to understanding its present-day identity.
Originating from the ancient Persian Empire, Iranian culture has been shaped by millennia of political,
religious, and social developments. The Achaemenid Empire, founded in the 6th century BCE, laid the
groundwork for many cultural practices that persist today. Successive empires, including the Parthians and
Sassanids, further enriched the cultural landscape, blending indigenous traditions with influences from
Greek, Arab, Turkic, and Mongol civilizations. The Islamic conquest in the 7th century introduced new
religious and cultural elements, which merged with pre-Islamic customs to create a unique synthesis. This
historical depth has made Iranian culture a repository of art, literature, philosophy, and governance that has

had a profound impact on the wider Middle East and beyond.



Language and Literature

Language is a core component of Iranian culture, with Persian (Farsi) serving as the official and most
widely spoken language. Persian is an Indo-European language with a rich literary tradition that dates back
over a thousand years. Iranian literature is celebrated globally, especially its classical poetry, which includes
masterpieces by poets such as Hafez, Rumi, Saadi, and Ferdowsi. These literary works not only embody the
philosophical and ethical values of Iranian society but also reflect the linguistic beauty and artistic
expression that are hallmarks of the culture. Modern Iranian literature continues to thrive, encompassing
various genres including novels, short stories, and contemporary poetry, often addressing social and political

themes.

Classical Persian Poetry

Classical Persian poetry is a cornerstone of Iranian culture, characterized by its intricate meter, symbolism,
and themes of love, mysticism, and human experience. Poets like Rumi and Hafez remain widely read and
revered, their verses memorized and quoted in both everyday life and formal settings. This poetry has

influenced not only Iranian culture but also the literary traditions of neighboring regions.

Modern Literary Movements

The 20th and 21st centuries have seen Iranian literature evolve with new voices and perspectives.
Contemporary authors often blend traditional motifs with modern narratives, addressing issues such as

identity, exile, and social change, thereby keeping the literary culture vibrant and relevant.

Art and Architecture

Iranian culture is distinguished by its remarkable achievements in art and architecture, which reflect the
country’s historical depth and aesthetic values. Persian art encompasses various forms, including miniature
painting, calligraphy, carpet weaving, and metalwork. Iranian architecture is renowned for its intricate tile
work, grandiose mosques, palaces, and gardens, which exemplify both religious devotion and artistic

innovation.

Persian Miniature Painting

Persian miniatures are detailed, colorful illustrations that often accompany manuscripts and literary texts.
These paintings are celebrated for their delicate brushwork, vivid colors, and intricate patterns, depicting

scenes from mythology, history, and daily life.



Architectural Heritage

Iran boasts a wealth of architectural marvels such as the ancient Persepolis, the mosques of Isfahan with
their stunning domes and minarets, and the traditional Persian gardens that symbolize paradise on earth.
These structures showcase sophisticated engineering, artistic mastery, and symbolic meanings embedded in

their designs.

Traditional Customs and Festivals

Traditional customs and festivals are vital expressions of Iranian culture, reflecting the country’s values,
beliefs, and social bonds. Many of these customs have roots in ancient Zoroastrianism, Islam, and regional

folklore, creating a rich tapestry of cultural practices.

Nowruz: The Persian New Year

Nowruz, celebrated at the spring equinox, is the most significant cultural festival in Iran. It marks the
beginning of the new year and symbolizes renewal and rebirth. Families gather to perform rituals such as

the Haft-Seen table setup, exchanging gifts, and visiting relatives.

Other Cultural Festivals

Iranian culture also includes festivals such as Yalda Night, commemorating the longest night of the year,
and Mehregan, an ancient harvest festival. These occasions are marked by traditional foods, music, and

storytelling.

Common Customs

Hospitality and generosity towards guests

Respect for elders and family values

Religious ceremonies and observances

Traditional dress and handicrafts



Iranian Cuisine

Iranian cuisine is an integral part of the culture, known for its rich flavors, aromatic spices, and balanced
combination of herbs, rice, meats, and vegetables. Persian food reflects the diversity of the country’s
geography and history, incorporating influences from Central Asia, the Middle East, and the

Mediterranean.

Staple Dishes

Signature dishes include kebabs, stews (khoresht), and rice preparations such as saffron-infused polo and
tahdig, the prized crispy rice layer. Herbs and fruits like pomegranates and dried limes are commonly used

to enhance flavors.

Culinary Traditions

Meals in Iranian culture are often communal and celebratory. Sharing food plays a critical role in social

interactions, and traditional tea ceremonies are a daily ritual reflecting hospitality and relaxation.

Music and Performing Arts

Music and performing arts hold a special place in Iranian culture, offering a medium for emotional
expression, storytelling, and spiritual connection. Traditional Iranian music is characterized by its modal

system (Dastgah), complex rhythms, and poetic lyrics.

Classical and Folk Music

Classical Persian music utilizes instruments such as the tar, setar, santur, and daf. Folk music varies
regionally, reflecting the diverse ethnic groups within Iran, each with their unique musical traditions and

instruments.

Theatre and Dance

Traditional theatre forms like Ta’zieh dramatize religious and historical narratives, while dance
performances often accompany celebrations and festivals, showcasing the cultural diversity and artistic

creativity of the Iranian people.



Contemporary Social and Cultural Life

The contemporary social and cultural life in Iran is a dynamic blend of tradition and modernity.
Urbanization, education, and globalization have influenced lifestyle, fashion, media, and the arts, while

many Iranians continue to uphold their cultural heritage.

Modern Cultural Expressions

Film, literature, and visual arts have flourished in recent decades, with Iranian artists gaining international
recognition. Contemporary cultural events and festivals celebrate this creativity while addressing social

issues and identity.

Social Customs and Daily Life

Despite modernization, Iranian culture remains deeply rooted in family ties, religious practices, and respect
for customs. Social gatherings, traditional ceremonies, and cultural celebrations continue to play a significant

role in everyday life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some traditional Iranian festivals celebrated in Iranian culture?

Some traditional Iranian festivals include Nowruz (Persian New Year), Mehregan (Festival of Friendship

and Love), Yalda Night (Winter Solstice celebration), and Chaharshanbe Suri (Fire Festival).

What is Nowruz and why is it important in Iranian culture?

Nowruz is the Persian New Year, celebrated on the vernal equinox around March 21st. It marks the
beginning of spring and symbolizes renewal and rebirth. It is one of the most important cultural

celebrations in Iran and among Persian communities worldwide.

How does Iranian culture view hospitality?

Hospitality is a highly valued aspect of Iranian culture. Guests are treated with great respect and
generosity, often being offered tea, sweets, and elaborate meals. Hosting guests is considered an honor and a

social duty.



‘What role does poetry play in Iranian culture?

Poetry holds a significant place in Iranian culture, with poets like Hafez, Rumi, Saadi, and Ferdowsi being
national icons. Poetry is used to express deep emotions, philosophy, and spirituality, and is often recited or

referenced in daily life.

What are some traditional Iranian foods?

Traditional Iranian foods include dishes like kebabs, saffron rice (chelow), stews such as ghormeh sabzi and
fesenjan, and appetizers like mast-o-khiar (yogurt with cucumber). Persian cuisine is known for its balance

of flavors and use of herbs and spices.

What is the significance of Persian carpets in Iranian culture?

Persian carpets are renowned worldwide for their intricate designs and craftsmanship. They are considered
a symbol of Iranian art and culture, often passed down through generations and used in homes for both

functional and decorative purposes.

How is family viewed in Iranian culture?

Family is central to Iranian culture, with strong emphasis on close-knit relationships, respect for elders, and

collective decision-making. Extended families often live near each other and provide support throughout

life.

‘What languages are spoken in Iran besides Persian?

Besides Persian (Farsi), several other languages are spoken in Iran, including Azerbaijani, Kurdish, Luri,

Balochi, Arabic, and Turkmen. These languages reflect the country's ethnic diversity.

What are some common traditional clothing items in Iranian culture?

Traditional Iranian clothing varies by region but commonly includes garments like the chador (a full-body
cloak worn by some women), the manteau (a long coat), and men's clothing such as the felt hat (kolah).

Traditional attire often features elaborate embroidery and colorful fabrics.

How does Iranian culture influence modern art and cinema?

Iranian culture has a rich tradition that deeply influences modern art and cinema. Iranian filmmakers are
internationally acclaimed for their storytelling and artistic style, often blending cultural themes, poetry,
and social commentary. Traditional motifs and philosophical ideas frequently appear in contemporary

Iranian art.



Additional Resources

1. Persepolis: The Story of a Childhood by Marjane Satrapi

This graphic novel memoir recounts the author's experiences growing up during and after the Islamic
Revolution in Iran. Through striking black-and-white illustrations, Satrapi provides a personal and poignant
perspective on the political upheaval and its impact on Iranian society and family life. It is both a coming-of-

age story and a vivid portrayal of Iranian culture and history.

2. The Persian Boy by Mary Renault

Set in ancient Persia, this historical novel explores the life of Bagoas, a young Persian eunuch and favorite
of Alexander the Great. Renault delves into the complexities of Persian society, culture, and the clash
between East and West during Alexander's conquests. The narrative offers rich insight into the customs,

politics, and values of the time.

3. Reading Lolita in Tehran by Azar Nafisi

This memoir recounts the experience of a group of Iranian women who secretly gathered to read and

discuss Western literature in post-revolutionary Iran. Nafisi illustrates how literature became a form of
resistance and a means of preserving individual identity under an oppressive regime. The book blends

literary analysis with reflections on Iranian culture and politics.

4. The Book of Kings: The Shahnameh by Ferdowsi

The Shahnameh is the epic poem that forms the cornerstone of Persian literature and cultural identity.
Composed around the 10th century, it chronicles the mythical and historical past of Iran from the creation
of the world until the Islamic conquest. It is an essential work for understanding Iranian values,

mythology, and national pride.

5. Women Without Men by Shahrnush Parsipur
This novel explores the lives of five women in 1950s Iran who seek escape from societal restrictions and
personal hardships. Parsipur uses magical realism to critique gender roles and political repression in Iranian

society. The book provides a nuanced view of the challenges faced by women in Iran’s cultural context.

6. Iran: A Modern History by Abbas Amanat

Amanat’s comprehensive history traces Iran’s evolution from the Safavid dynasty to the present day. The
book covers political, social, and cultural developments, providing readers with a deep understanding of
Iran’s complex identity. It is a valuable resource for anyone seeking to comprehend the historical roots of

contemporary Iranian culture.

7. My Name Is Red by Orhan Pamuk (while Turkish, it deeply explores Persian miniature art)

Set in the Ottoman Empire, this novel incorporates Persian miniature painting as a central theme,
reflecting the rich artistic traditions shared across the region. Through a murder mystery, Pamuk delves
into issues of art, identity, and cultural conflict between East and West. The book highlights the influence

of Persian culture in broader Islamic art history.



8. In the Eye of the Sun by Ahdaf Soueif

Although primarily set in Egypt, this novel offers insight into Middle Eastern culture and society,
including references to Iranian influences and the broader Persian cultural sphere. It follows the life of a
young woman navigating love, politics, and personal ambition. The narrative provides context for

understanding regional cultural interconnections.

9. Rumi’s Little Book of Life by Rumi, translated by Maryam Mafi and Azima Melita Kolin
This collection of poems by the 13th-century Persian poet Rumi captures spiritual and philosophical themes
deeply rooted in Iranian culture. Rumi’s work transcends time and place, offering wisdom on love, life, and

the human condition. The book is a beautiful introduction to one of Iran’s most beloved literary figures.

Iranian Culture
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iranian culture: Iranian Culture Nasrin Rahimieh, 2015-08-27 Throughout modern Iranian
history, culture has served as a means of imposing unity and cohesion onto society. The Pahlavi
monarchs used it to project an image of Iran as an ancient civilisation, re-emerging as an equal to
Western nations, while the revolutionaries deployed it to remake the country into an Islamic nation.
Just as Iranian culture has been continually re-interpreted, the representations and avocations of
Iranian identity vary amongst Iranians across the world. Iranian Culture: Representation and
Identity demonstrates these fissures and the incompatibilities that refuse to be written out of
national culture, analysing works of literature, popular music, graphic art and film, as well as oral
narratives. Using works produced before and after the 1979 revolution, created both inside and
outside of Iran, this study reveals neglected complexities and contradictions in the field of Iranian
cultural production. It considers how contested claims to culture, whether they originated in Iran or
the Iranian diaspora, shape our understanding of this culture and what spaces they create for new
articulations of it, and in doing so offers an important re-examination of our collective concept of
culture. This book would be an excellent resource for students and scholars of Middle East Studies
and Iranian Studies, specifically Iranian culture including film and contemporary literature and the
Iranian diaspora.

iranian culture: Among the Iranians Sofia A. Koutlaki, 2010-12-15 A sympathetic and evocative
portrait of the Iranian people, their habits, customs and histories ... Essential reading. - Dr.
Stephanie Cronin, Oriental Institute, University of Oxford The eyes of the world are on Iran, from
nuclear issues to women's rights to Iran's perspective on Palestine. Yet a strictly political view does
not allow for an accurate or complete outlook on this important and facinating country. In Among
the Iranians, Greek-born author Sofia A. Koutlaki shares the lessons she's learned firsthand as a
foreigner living in Tehran. Through memorable anecdotes and in-depth explanations of Iranian
customers, Koutlaki presentd a side of Iran that foreigners rarely see. The author's insight
challenges readers to dispel their previous notions and judgements to see Iran at its heart - warm,
inviting and rich with tradition. Among the Iranians is also an indispensable practical guide, offering
insight about Iranian dress, etiquette and even food.
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iranian culture: Iranian Culture Nasrin Rahimieh, 2015-08-27 Throughout modern Iranian
history, culture has served as a means of imposing unity and cohesion onto society. The Pahlavi
monarchs used it to project an image of Iran as an ancient civilisation, re-emerging as an equal to
Western nations, while the revolutionaries deployed it to remake the country into an Islamic nation.
Just as Iranian culture has been continually re-interpreted, the representations and avocations of
Iranian identity vary amongst Iranians across the world. Iranian Culture: Representation and
Identity demonstrates these fissures and the incompatibilities that refuse to be written out of
national culture, analysing works of literature, popular music, graphic art and film, as well as oral
narratives. Using works produced before and after the 1979 revolution, created both inside and
outside of Iran, this study reveals neglected complexities and contradictions in the field of Iranian
cultural production. It considers how contested claims to culture, whether they originated in Iran or
the Iranian diaspora, shape our understanding of this culture and what spaces they create for new
articulations of it, and in doing so offers an important re-examination of our collective concept of
culture. This book would be an excellent resource for students and scholars of Middle East Studies
and Iranian Studies, specifically Iranian culture including film and contemporary literature and the
Iranian diaspora.

iranian culture: HARMFUL ASPECTS Of IRANIAN CULTURE And Proposed Cures
(Narcissisms and Deceptions) Dr. Rouzbeh Azarbarzin, 2023-06-13 No About the Book
information at this time.

iranian culture: Politics of Culture in Iran Nematollah Fazeli, 2006-08-21 This first
full-length study of the history of Iranian anthropology charts the formation and development of
anthropology in Iran in the twentieth century. The text examines how and why anthropology and
culture became part of wider socio-political discourses in Iran, and how they were appropriated, and
rejected, by the pre- and post-revolutionary regimes. The author highlights the three main phases of
Iranian anthropology, corresponding broadly to three periods in the social and political development
of Iran: *the period of nationalism: lasting approximately from the constitutional revolution
(1906-11) and the end of the Qajar dynasty until the end of Reza Shah’s reign (1941) *the period of
Nativism: from the 1950s until the Islamic revolution (1979) *the post-revolutionary period. In
addition, the book places Iranian anthropology in an international context by demonstrating how
Western anthropological concepts, theories and methodologies affected epistemological and political
discourses on Iranian anthropology.

iranian culture: Women, Religion and Culture in Iran Sarah Ansari, Vanessa Martin,
2014-05-01 Investigates how women, religion and culture have interacted in the context of 19th and
20th century Iran, covering topics as seemingly diverse as the social and cultural history of Persian
cuisine, the work and attitudes of 19th century Christian missionaries, the impact of growing female
literacy, and the consequences of developments since 1979.

iranian culture: Iranian Culture Michael C. Hillmann, 1990-07-24 In light of the great
importance Iranians themselves attach to their imaginative Persian literature and in light of the
underutilization of literary figures, works, and evidence in existing studies of Iranian culture, this
work focuses on leading authors and classic literary works in attempting to discern enduring
cultural features and values. It is a Persianist account of the pivotal features of Iranian culture
through the eyes of six Persian literary figures, three from the pre-modern and three from the
modern literary history of Iran. The work examines the literary dimensions of the Persian culture as
well as the political, social and religious significance of the dimensions within the culture. The
author reveals the ancient Persian tradition of the struggle between two opposing forces and the
way in which it relates to the present political turmoil in that country.

iranian culture: Driving Culture in Iran Reza Banakar, 2015-12-18 Iran has one of the highest
rates of road traffic accidents worldwide and according to a recent UNICEF report, the current rate
of road accidents in Iran is 20 times more than the world average. Using extensive interviews with a
variety of Iranians from a range of backgrounds, this book explores their dangerous driving habits
and the explanations for their disregard for traffic laws. It argues that Iranians' driving behaviour is



an indicator of how they have historically related to each other and to their society at large, and how
they have maintained a form of social order through law, culture and religion. By considering how
ordinary Iranians experience the traffic problem in their cities and how they describe traffic rules,
laws, authorities and the rights of other citizens, Driving Culture in Iran provides an original and
valuable insight into Iranian legal, social and political culture.

iranian culture: Culture and Customs of Iran Elton L. Daniel, Ali Akbar Mahdi, 2006-10-30 Iran
is often a hotspot in the news, and the Muslim state is usually negatively portrayed in the West.
Culture and Customs of Iran rejects facile stereotyping and presents the rich, age-old Persian
culture that struggles with pressures of the modern world. This is the first volume in English to
reveal the important sociocultural facets of Iran today for a general audience in an objective fashion.
Authoritative, substantive narrative chapters cover the gamut of topics, from religion and religious
thought to Iranian cuisine and festivals.

iranian culture: Religion, Culture and Politics in Iran Joanna de Groot, 2000-08-01 This book
offers a new interpretation to the social history of religion in Iran from the 1870s to the 1970s. It
aims to situate the 'revolutionary' upheavals of 1977-82 in an extensive narrative context of
historical developments over the preceding century, and to relate the 'religious' elements in that
history to other social and cultural issues. In the author's analysis, Iran's revolution was complex,
and contingent on a range of factors rather than a simple or inevitable outcome of the nature of the
Iranian state or the nature of religion in Iran. The focus of the argument is on the human responses
of Iranians to their experiences and problems in all their diversity and on the rich variety and
complexity of relationships between religion and other aspects of life, thought and culture in the
daily life of Iranians.

iranian culture: Media, Culture and Society in Iran Mehdi Semati, 2007-09-24 By exploring
topics such as the Internet, print press, advertising, satellite television, video, rock music, literature,
cinema, gender, religious intellectuals, and secularism, this unique and wide-ranging volume
explains Iran as a complex society that has successfully managed to negotiate and embody the
tensions of tradition and modernity, democracy and theocracy, isolation and globalization, and other
such cultural-political dynamics that escape the explanatory and analytical powers of all-too-familiar
binary relations. Featuring contributions from among the best-known and emerging scholars on
Iranian media, culture, society, and politics, this volume uncovers how the existing perspectives on
post-revolutionary Iranian society have failed to appreciate the complexity, the paradoxes and the
contradictions that characterize life in contemporary Iran, resulting in a general failure to explain
and to anticipate its contemporary social and political transformations.

iranian culture: Culture and Depression Arthur Kleinman, Byron Good, 1985 Some of the
most innovative and provocative work on the emotions and illness is occurring in cross-cultural
research on depression. Culture and Depression presents the work of anthropologists, psychiatrists,
and psychologists who examine the controversies, agreements, and conceptual and methodological
problems that arise in the course of such research. A book of enormous depth and breadth of
discussion, Culture and Depression enriches the cross-cultural study of emotions and mental illness
and leads it in new directions. It commences with a historical study followed by a series of
anthropological accounts that examine the problems that arise when depression is assessed in other
cultures. This is a work of impressive scholarship which demonstrates that anthropological
approaches to affect and illness raise central questions for psychiatry and psychology, and that
cross-cultural studies of depression raise equally provocative questions for anthropology.

iranian culture: The Culture and Social Institutions of Ancient Iran Muhammad A. Dandamaev,
Vladimir G. Lukonin, 2004-11-11 The authors look in detail at the highly developed social institutions
of the Achaemenid Empire.

iranian culture: United States and Iran Maryam Y. Yekta Steininger, 2010 This book discusses
Iranian culture before and after the Islamic Revolution of 1979. It covers the religion and literature
of the Iranian people, their attitudes toward technology, work, family, and authority, and their
attitude towards Western culture. After discussing the various concepts of culture and




communication, this book focuses on Steininger's research conducted among American scholars who
lived and worked in Iran before the Revolution of 1979. The scholars interviewed by Steininger knew
the Persian language and had gained a deep understanding and appreciation of the Iranian people
and their culture. This book also covers the cultural aspects of the 1979 Islamic Revolution and the
misunderstandings between Iranians and Americans that helped to bring about the hostage crisis.
The final chapter focuses on how American and Iranian people might arrive at mutual understanding
and respect, and be able to approach one another along the lines of Steininger's interviewees.

iranian culture: Iran Ramin Jahanbegloo, 2004-01-01 The Iranian Revolution represented to
intellectuals and professionals the potential of spiritual values to triumph over the great power of
economic imperialism. Yet out of this revolution has emerged an identity crisis that touches Islamic
ideological heights and reaches down to the very ground of Islamic practice. The contributors to this
collection, experts on Iranian cultural and political history, analyze the 'fragmented self' of today's
Iranian, refracted through that country's institutions, market forces, and modern thought. Each
essay both deepens our understanding of contemporary Iran and adds to the broader discussion of
the relationship between Islam and the West.

iranian culture: Culture and Cultural Politics Under Reza Shah Bianca Devos, Christoph
Werner, 2013-08-22 Culture and Cultural Politics Under Reza Shah presents a collection of
innovative research on the interaction of culture and politics accompanying the vigorous
modernization programme of the first Pahlavi ruler. Examining a broad spectrum of this
multifaceted interaction it makes an important contribution to the cultural history of the 1920s and
1930s in Iran, when, under the rule of Reza Shah Pahlavi, dramatic changes took place inside
Iranian society. With special reference to the practical implementation of specific reform
endeavours, the various contributions critically analyze different facets of the relationship between
cultural politics, individual reformers and the everyday life of modernist Iranians. Interpreting
culture in its broadest sense, this book brings together contributions from different disciplines such
as literary history, social history, ethnomusicology, art history, and Middle Eastern politics. In this
way, it combines for the first time the cultural history of Iran’s modernity with the politics of the
Reza Shah period. Challenging a limited understanding of authoritarian rule under Reza Shah, this
book is a useful contribution to existing literature for students and scholars of Middle Eastern
History, Iranian History and Iranian Culture.

iranian culture: The Handbook of Diasporas, Media, and Culture Jessica Retis, Roza
Tsagarousianou, 2019-03-14 A multidisciplinary, authoritative outline of the current intellectual
landscape of the field. Over the past three decades, the term ‘diaspora’ has been featured in many
research studies and in wider theoretical debates in areas such as communications, the humanities,
social sciences, politics, and international relations. The Handbook of Diasporas, Media, and Culture
explores new dimensions of human mobility and connectivity—presenting state-of-the-art research
and key debates on the intersection of media, cultural, and diasporic studies This innovative and
timely book helps readers to understand diasporic cultures and their impact on the globalized world.
The Handbook presents contributions from internationally-recognized scholars and researchers to
strengthen understanding of diasporas and diasporic cultures, diasporic media and cultural
resources, and the various forms of diasporic organization, expression, production, distribution, and
consumption. Divided into seven sections, this wide-ranging volume covers topics such as
methodological challenges and innovations in diasporic research, the construction of diasporic
identity, the politics of diasporic integration, the intersection of gender and generation with the
diasporic condition, new technologies in media, and many others. A much-needed resource for
anyone with interest diasporic studies, this book: Presents new and original theory, research, and
essays Employs unique methodological and conceptual debates Offers contributions from a
multidisciplinary team of scholars and researchers Explores new and emerging trends in the study of
diasporas and media Applies a wide-ranging, international perspective to the subject Due to its
international perspective, interdisciplinary approach, and wide range of authors from around the
world, The Handbook of Diasporas, Media, and Culture is ideal for undergraduate and graduate



students, teachers, lecturers, and researchers in areas that focus on the relationship of media and
society, ethnic identity, race, class and gender, globalization and immigration, and other relevant
fields.

iranian culture: Iran Revisited Ali Pirzadeh, 2016-04-20 This book examines Modern Iran
through an interdisciplinary analysis of its cultural norms, history and institutional environment. The
goal is to underline strengths and weaknesses of Iranian society as a whole, and to illustrate less
prescriptive explanations for the way Iran is seen through a lens of persistent collective conduct
rather than erratic historical occurrences. Throughout its history, Iran has been subject to many
studies, all of which have diagnosed the country’s problem and prescribed solutions based on certain
theoretical grounds. This book intends to look inward, seeking cultural explanations for Iran’s
perpetual inability to improve its society. The theme in this book is based on the eloquent words of
Nasir Khusrau, a great Iranian poet: “az mast ki bar mast”. The words are from a poem describing a
self-adoring eagle that sees its life abruptly ended by an arrow winged with its own feathers—the
bird is doomed by its own vanity. The closest interpretation of this idiom in Western Christian
culture is “you reap what you sow”, which conveys a similar message that underlines one’s
responsibility in the sense that, sooner or later, we must face the choices we make. This would
enable us to confront - and live up to - what Iran’s history and culture have taught us.

iranian culture: Understanding Iran William R. Polk, 2024-09-04 A digestible history of this
tortured land is something Americans sorely need. . . . Polk carefully constructs one. — USA Today
William R. Polk provides an informative, readable history of a country which is moving quickly
toward becoming the dominant power and culture of the Middle East. A former member of the State
Department's Policy Planning Council, Polk describes a country and a history misunderstood by
many in the West. While Iranians chafe under the yolk of their current leaders, they also have bitter
memories of generations of British, Russian and American espionage, invasion, and dominance.
There are important lessons to be learned from the past, and Polk teases them out of a long and rich
history and shows that it is not just now, but for decades to come that an understanding of Iran will
be essential to American safety and well-being. A superb and insightful historical account of Iran and
the evolution of the Persian culture. —General Anthony C. Zinni USMC (Retired), co-author of
Leading the Charge and The Battle for Peace A great scholar's brilliant appreciation of Iranian
culture and history. —Dr. Khodadad Farmanfarmaian, former Deputy Prime Minister of [ran A
thoughtful, clear-eyed look at America's entanglement in the Middle East. . . . sharp, smart analysis.
—David Ignatius, columnnst for the Washington Post and author of The Increment William Polk

presents the reader with the full sweep of Iraq's history. . . . a comprehensive tour. — Washington
Times Haunting. . . . One of the clearest prescriptions for success in Iraq yet to emerge. —
Publishers Weekly

iranian culture: Cultural Revolution in Iran Annabelle Sreberny, Massoumeh Torfeh,
2013-10-17 The Islamic Republic of Iran is several decades into its existence and the values and
legacy of the Revolution upon which it was founded continue to have profound and contradictory
consequences for everyday Iranian life. Despite a powerful system of surveillance and control, an
extremely lively cultural milieu exists in the country, utilising many different forms of expression,
including film, theatre, music and dance. Cultural Revolution in Iran examines the diverse areas of
social and cultural innovation that are driving change and progress, both negotiating and resisting
government policies and censorship. While religious conservatism remains the creed of the
establishment, this volume uncovers a hidden world of new technologies, social media and
entertainment that speaks both to women seeking a greater public role and to a restless younger
generation that organises and engages with global trends online. In this volume, Annabelle Sreberny
and Massoumeh Torfeh highlight the huge range of cultural activities which allow Iranians to
express themselves, voice their coded opinions in between the 'red lines' of censorship and even
engage in social and civil disobedience. From film to rock music and from painting to video games,
there is a vast array of cultural expression and dissent that often eludes the international observer.
For example, film production in Iran is highThe Islamic Republic of Iran is several decades into its



existence and the values and legacy of the Revolution upon which it was founded continue to have
profound and contradictory consequences for everyday Iranian life. Despite a powerful system of
surveillance and control, an extremely lively cultural milieu exists in the country, utilising many
different forms of expression, including film, theatre, music and dance. Cultural Revolution in Iran
examines the diverse areas of social and cultural innovation that are driving change and progress,
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