
house made of dawn novel

house made of dawn novel stands as a seminal work in American literature, particularly
noted for its profound exploration of Native American identity and cultural conflict. Written
by N. Scott Momaday, this novel has earned critical acclaim and won the Pulitzer Prize for
Fiction in 1969, marking a significant milestone in Native American literary history. The
narrative delves into themes of dislocation, spiritual renewal, and the search for self within
the context of indigenous traditions. This article will provide an in-depth analysis of the
house made of dawn novel, including its plot overview, major themes, character analysis,
and its literary and cultural significance. Additionally, the discussion will touch on the
novel’s narrative style and symbolism, which contribute to its enduring impact. The
following sections will guide readers through a comprehensive understanding of this
important literary work.

Overview of the House Made of Dawn Novel

Main Themes in the Novel

Character Analysis

Narrative Style and Symbolism

Literary and Cultural Significance

Overview of the House Made of Dawn Novel
The house made of dawn novel, authored by N. Scott Momaday, is a landmark in Native
American literature that tells the story of Abel, a young Native American man struggling to
reconcile his heritage with the modern world. Set primarily in New Mexico, the novel
portrays Abel’s journey from his home on a reservation to the city and back again,
capturing the tension between tradition and contemporary life. The narrative structure is
nonlinear, interweaving flashbacks and present events to reflect Abel’s fragmented identity
and psychological state. Through this story, Momaday paints a vivid portrait of Native
American life, spirituality, and the challenges posed by cultural displacement.

Plot Summary
The novel opens with Abel returning to his Navajo reservation after serving in World War II.
He finds himself alienated both from his community and from the urban environment where
he briefly lived. The story follows his attempts to heal from trauma and rediscover his
cultural roots. Key events include his involvement in a violent incident in the city, his
subsequent imprisonment, and his gradual spiritual rebirth upon returning to the
reservation. The plot emphasizes the cyclical nature of life and the importance of
reconnecting with ancestral traditions as a path to recovery.



Setting and Context
The setting plays a crucial role in the house made of dawn novel, highlighting the contrast
between the natural world of the reservation and the impersonal modern city. The vivid
descriptions of the New Mexico landscape evoke a sense of place deeply tied to Native
American identity. The historical context, including the impact of World War II on Native
Americans and the broader social changes of the mid-20th century, provides a backdrop
that enhances the novel’s themes of alienation and cultural survival.

Main Themes in the Novel
The house made of dawn novel explores several central themes that resonate deeply with
issues of identity, culture, and healing. These themes are integral to understanding the
novel’s message and its significance in American literature.

Identity and Alienation
One of the most prominent themes is the struggle for identity in the face of alienation.
Abel’s experience reflects the broader challenges faced by Native Americans who navigate
the divide between traditional tribal life and the pressures of modern American society. The
novel examines how displacement, both physical and spiritual, leads to a fractured sense of
self.

Cultural Continuity and Tradition
The novel emphasizes the importance of cultural continuity and the role of tradition in
maintaining a sense of belonging and purpose. Through rituals, language, and connection
to the land, the house made of dawn novel illustrates how indigenous culture provides a
framework for healing and renewal.

Healing and Redemption
Healing is a recurring motif in the narrative, portrayed as a holistic process involving body,
mind, and spirit. Abel’s journey symbolizes the potential for redemption through
reconnecting with cultural roots and embracing traditional spiritual practices. The novel
suggests that recovery from trauma requires more than physical restoration—it
necessitates a reconnection with one’s heritage.

Character Analysis
The characters in the house made of dawn novel are richly developed and serve to embody
the novel’s themes. Each character contributes to the exploration of identity, culture, and
transformation.



Abel
Abel is the protagonist whose personal journey forms the core of the novel. He is a complex
character marked by his war experiences, alienation, and eventual spiritual rebirth. Abel’s
internal conflict and growth illustrate the broader narrative of cultural survival and personal
healing.

Francisco
Francisco, Abel’s grandfather, represents the wisdom and traditions of the Navajo people.
His guidance and connection to ancestral knowledge are pivotal in Abel’s spiritual
awakening and reconciliation with his heritage.

Other Supporting Characters
The novel includes several other characters who reflect various aspects of Native American
life and the challenges of cultural assimilation. These characters help to enrich the
narrative and highlight diverse perspectives within the community.

Juan, Abel’s friend and link to the reservation community

Louie, a fellow soldier and symbol of external influences

Abel’s mother, representing familial ties and emotional roots

Narrative Style and Symbolism
The house made of dawn novel is notable for its distinctive narrative style and rich
symbolism, which deepen the thematic impact and enhance the reader’s engagement with
the text.

Nonlinear Narrative Structure
Momaday employs a nonlinear narrative that shifts between past and present, creating a
fragmented yet cohesive portrayal of Abel’s experience. This structure mirrors the
protagonist’s psychological state and emphasizes the cyclical nature of life and memory in
Native American thought.

Symbolism
Symbolism pervades the novel, with recurring images such as the house made of dawn
itself, which represents a spiritual home and cultural identity. Other symbols include the



landscape, animals, and traditional rituals, all serving to connect the characters to their
heritage and to the natural world.

The house made of dawn: A metaphor for cultural foundation and spiritual renewal.

The eagle: Symbolizes freedom and a connection to the divine.

The cycle of seasons: Reflects the ongoing process of life, death, and rebirth.

Literary and Cultural Significance
The house made of dawn novel holds a distinguished place in both literary and cultural
contexts. It is widely regarded as a pioneering work that brought Native American literature
into mainstream recognition and contributed to a broader understanding of indigenous
experiences in the United States.

Impact on Native American Literature
Winning the Pulitzer Prize, the house made of dawn novel was one of the first Native
American novels to receive such acclaim, paving the way for subsequent indigenous
authors. Its success highlighted the importance of Native voices in American literature and
helped to establish Native American studies as a significant academic discipline.

Cultural Representation and Awareness
The novel offers an authentic portrayal of Navajo culture, spirituality, and worldview,
challenging stereotypes and misconceptions. By presenting Native American life through a
nuanced and respectful lens, the house made of dawn novel fosters cultural awareness and
appreciation among a diverse readership.

Enduring Legacy
Decades after its publication, the house made of dawn novel continues to be studied and
celebrated for its artistic merit and cultural insight. It remains a foundational text for
understanding the complexities of Native American identity and the interplay between
tradition and modernity.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main theme of the novel 'House Made of
Dawn'?
The main theme of 'House Made of Dawn' is the struggle of Native American identity and
the clash between traditional indigenous culture and modern American society.

Who is the author of 'House Made of Dawn'?
The author of 'House Made of Dawn' is N. Scott Momaday.

When was 'House Made of Dawn' first published?
'House Made of Dawn' was first published in 1968.

Why is 'House Made of Dawn' considered an important
work in Native American literature?
'House Made of Dawn' is considered important because it was one of the first novels to
bring Native American experiences and culture into mainstream American literature,
earning the Pulitzer Prize and paving the way for Native American authors.

What is the significance of the title 'House Made of
Dawn'?
The title 'House Made of Dawn' symbolizes a new beginning and the connection between
the protagonist and his Native American heritage, representing hope and renewal after
trauma.

Who is the protagonist of 'House Made of Dawn' and
what challenges does he face?
The protagonist is Abel, a young Native American man who struggles with his identity and
reintegration into his community after serving in World War II.

How does 'House Made of Dawn' explore the theme of
cultural conflict?
The novel explores cultural conflict by depicting Abel's difficulties balancing his traditional
Navajo upbringing with the pressures and alienation he experiences in mainstream
American society.

What awards has 'House Made of Dawn' received?
'House Made of Dawn' won the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction in 1969.



How does N. Scott Momaday use nature imagery in
'House Made of Dawn'?
Momaday uses vivid nature imagery to reflect the spiritual connection between the
characters and the land, emphasizing the importance of nature in Native American culture.

Is 'House Made of Dawn' based on true events or purely
fictional?
'House Made of Dawn' is a work of fiction, but it draws heavily on Navajo traditions and
cultural experiences, reflecting real aspects of Native American life.

Additional Resources
1. The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven by Sherman Alexie
This collection of interconnected short stories explores the lives of contemporary Native
Americans navigating the complexities of identity, tradition, and modernity. Like *House
Made of Dawn*, it delves into themes of cultural displacement and the search for
belonging. Alexie's poignant and often humorous writing captures the struggles and
resilience of Indigenous communities.

2. Ceremony by Leslie Marmon Silko
A seminal work in Native American literature, *Ceremony* follows a young Native American
man returning from World War II who must reconcile his trauma with his cultural heritage.
The novel intricately weaves traditional Laguna Pueblo stories with contemporary struggles,
much like *House Made of Dawn* addresses cultural conflict. Silko’s lyrical prose
emphasizes healing through connection to land and tradition.

3. Winter in the Blood by James Welch
This novel tells the story of a young Native American man grappling with alienation and loss
on the Montana reservation. Its themes of identity, dislocation, and the struggle to find
meaning resonate strongly with those in *House Made of Dawn*. Welch’s spare, evocative
style paints a vivid portrait of life on the reservation and the enduring bond to heritage.

4. Shadow Tag by Louise Erdrich
In *Shadow Tag*, Erdrich explores the complexities of family, tradition, and identity within a
Native American community. The novel’s balance of personal and cultural conflict echoes
the thematic depth found in *House Made of Dawn*. Erdrich’s storytelling combines humor
and tragedy to illuminate the contemporary Indigenous experience.

5. Tracks by Louise Erdrich
This novel centers on a Native American community in North Dakota during the early 20th
century, focusing on themes of cultural survival and resistance. The intricate narrative
structure and exploration of spiritual and cultural identity align with the motifs present in
*House Made of Dawn*. Erdrich’s richly drawn characters embody the struggles of
maintaining tradition amid change.

6. Indian Killer by Sherman Alexie



A dark and compelling novel, *Indian Killer* addresses issues of identity, violence, and
stereotypes faced by Native Americans in urban settings. Its exploration of fractured
identities and cultural tensions provides a modern counterpoint to the themes in *House
Made of Dawn*. Alexie’s sharp social critique and complex characters make for a gripping
read.

7. Love Medicine by Louise Erdrich
This multi-generational saga portrays the lives of several Native American families on a
North Dakota reservation. The novel’s focus on interconnectedness, heritage, and the
impact of colonization mirrors themes from *House Made of Dawn*. Erdrich’s vivid
storytelling captures the resilience and complexity of Indigenous life.

8. Fools Crow by James Welch
Set in the late 19th century, *Fools Crow* follows a Blackfeet warrior confronting the
encroachment of white settlers and the destruction of his way of life. The novel’s portrayal
of cultural upheaval and the struggle to maintain identity complements the themes found in
*House Made of Dawn*. Welch’s detailed narrative honors Native traditions and history.

9. The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie
This semi-autobiographical novel tells the story of a Native American teenager who leaves
his reservation school to attend an all-white high school. Addressing themes of identity,
hope, and resilience, it offers a contemporary perspective on the challenges depicted in
*House Made of Dawn*. Alexie’s accessible and humorous voice makes complex issues
relatable to a wide audience.
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  house made of dawn novel: House Made of Dawn N. Scott Momaday, 1968 A young
American Indian returning from World War II searches for his place on his old reservation and in
urban society.
  house made of dawn novel: House Made of Dawn N. SCOTT. MOMADAY, 2020-08-06 The
Pulitzer Prize-winning masterpiece set against the landscape of the American Southwest. 'Superb'
New York Times A young Native American, Abel has come home to New Mexico from war to find
himself caught between two worlds. The first is the world of his grandfather's, wedding him to the
rhythm of the seasons, the harsh beauty of the land, and the ancient rites and traditions of his
people. But the other world - modern, industrial America - pulls at Abel, demanding his loyalty,
claiming his soul, and goading him into a destructive, compulsive cycle of depravity and despair. An
American classic, House Made of Dawn is simultaneously a tragic and hopeful tale about a stranger
in his native land, finding his way back to all that is familiar and sacred.
  house made of dawn novel: Novel Guide for House Made of Dawn by N. Scott Momaday
Mary Sasse, 1996
  house made of dawn novel: A Study Guide for N. Scott Momaday's "House Made of Dawn"
Gale, Cengage Learning, 2016-06-29 A Study Guide for N. Scott Momaday's House Made of Dawn,
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excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Novels for Students. This concise study guide includes plot
summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for
further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Novels for Students for all of your
research needs.
  house made of dawn novel: Violence in the Contemporary American Novel James Richard
Giles, 2000 Framing his study with two cases of violence involving children in Chicago, he notes the
degree to which violence in the novels is perpetrated by adults against children or, even more
shockingly, by children against children..
  house made of dawn novel: Recovering the Word Brian Swann, Arnold Krupat, 1987-01-01
These essays by linguists, folklorists, anthropologists, literary theorists, and poets, bring to a new
level of sophistication the structural analysis of Native American literary expression. Their common
concern is for the appreciation and elucidation of Native American song and story, and for a
historical, philosophical, psychoanalytic, and linguistic kind of commentary. The essays address the
overlapping issues of presentation and interpretation of Native American literature: How to present
in writing an art that is primarily oral, dramatic, and performative? How to interpret that art, both in
its traditional forms and in its later, written forms. ISBN 0-520-05790-2: $60.00.
  house made of dawn novel: Red Land, Red Power Sean Kicummah Teuton, 2008-06-03 A new
interpretation of the literature of the Red Power movement that reconceives the role of identity in
the political empowerment of Native Americans.
  house made of dawn novel: Mediation in Contemporary Native American Fiction James
Ruppert, 1995 Mediation is the term James Ruppert uses to describe his important new theory of
reading Native American fiction. Focusing on novels of six major contemporary American writers -
N. Scott Momaday, James Welch, Leslie Silko, Gerald Vizenor, D'Arcy McNickle, and Louise Erdrich -
Ruppert analyzes the ways in which these writers draw upon their bicultural heritage, guiding
Native and non-Native readers alike to a different and expanded understanding of each other's
worlds. While Native American writers may criticize white society, revealing its past and present
injustices, their emphasis, Ruppert argues, is on healing, survival, and continuance. Their fiction
aims to produce cross-cultural understanding rather than divisiveness. To that end they articulate
the perspectives and values of competing world views. In particular they create characters who
manifest what Ruppert calls multiple identities - determined by both Native and non-Native
perceptions of the self. These writers use a variety of narrative techniques deriving from different
cultural traditions. They might incorporate Native oral storytelling techniques, adapting them to
written form, or they might reconstruct Native mythologies, investing them with new meaning and
relevance by applying them to contemporary situations. As novel-writers, they also include features
more characteristic of western European writing - such as the omniscient narrator or the
detective-story plot.
  house made of dawn novel: American Literature in Belgium , 2021-11-01
  house made of dawn novel: The Oxford History of the Novel in English Cyrus R. K. Patell,
Deborah Lindsay Williams, 2024-03-05 The Oxford History of the Novel in English is a twelve-volume
series presenting a comprehensive, global, and up-to-date history of English-language prose fiction,
written by a large, international team of scholars. The series is concerned with novels as a whole,
not just the 'literary' novel, and each volume includes chapters on the processes of production,
distribution, and reception, and on popular fiction and the fictional sub-genres, as well as outlining
the work of major novelists, movements, and tendencies. This book offers an account of US fiction
during a period demarcated by two traumatic moments: the eve of the entry of the United States into
the Second World War and the onset of the Covid-19 pandemic. The aftermath of the Second World
War was arguably the high point of US nationalism, but in the years that followed, US writers would
increasingly explore the possibility that US democracy was a failure, both at home and abroad. For
so many of the writers whose work this volume explores, the idea of nation became suspect as did
the idea of national literature as the foundation for US writing. Looking at post-1940s writing, the
literary historian might well chart a movement within literary cultures away from nationalism and



toward what we would call cosmopolitanism, a perspective that fosters conversations between the
occupants of different cultural spaces and that regards difference as an opportunity to be embraced
rather than a problem to be solved. During this period, the novel has had significant competition for
the US public's attention from other forms of narrative and media: film, television, comic books,
videogames, and the internet and the various forms of social media that it spawned. If, however, the
novel becomes a residual form during this period, it is by no means archaic. The novel has been
reinvigorated over the past eighty years by its encounters with both emergent forms (such as film,
television, comic books, and digital media) and the emergent voices typically associated with
multiculturalism in the United States.
  house made of dawn novel: Other Destinies Louis Owens, 1994 This first book-length critical
analysis of the full range of novels written between 1854 and today by American Indian authors
takes as its theme the search for self-discovery and cultural recovery. In his introduction, Louis
Owens places the novels in context by considering their relationships to traditional American Indian
oral literature as well as their differences from mainstream Euroamerican literature. In the following
chapters he looks at the novels of John Rollin Ridge, Mourning Dove, John Joseph Mathews, D'Arcy
McNickle, N. Scott Momaday, James Welch, Leslie Marmon Silko, Louise Erdrich, Michael Dorris,
and Gerald Vizenor. These authors are mixedbloods who, in their writing, try to come to terms with
the marginalization both of mixed-bloods and fullbloods and of their cultures in American society.
Their novels are complex and sophisticated narratives of cultural survival - and survival guides for
fullbloods and mixedbloods in modern America. Rejecting the stereotypes and cliches long attached
to the word Indian, they appropriate and adapt the colonizers language, English, to describe the
Indian experience. These novels embody the American Indian point of view; the non-Indian is
required to assume the role of other. In his analysis Owens draws on a broad range of literary
theory: myth and folklore, structuralism, modernism, poststructuralism, and, particularly,
postmodernism. At the same time he argues that although recent American Indian fiction
incorporates a number of significant elements often identified with postmodern writing, it
contradicts the primary impulse of postmodernism. That is, instead of celebrating fragmentation,
ephemerality, and chaos, these authors insistupon a cultural center that is intact and recoverable,
upon immutable values and ecological truths. Other Destinies provides a new critical approach to
novels by American Indians. It also offers a comprehensive introduction to the novels, helping
teachers bring this important fiction to the classroom.
  house made of dawn novel: Imagic Moments Lee Schweninger, 2013-05-01 In Indigenous
North American film Native Americans tell their own stories and thereby challenge a range of
political and historical contradictions, including egregious misrepresentations by Hollywood.
Although Indians in film have long been studied, especially as characters in Hollywood westerns,
Indian film itself has received relatively little scholarly attention. In Imagic Moments Lee
Schweninger offers a much-needed corrective, examining films in which the major inspiration, the
source material, and the acting are essentially Native. Schweninger looks at a selection of mostly
narrative fiction films from the United States and Canada and places them in historical and generic
contexts. Exploring films such as Powwow Highway, Smoke Signals, and Skins, he argues that in and
of themselves these films constitute and in fact emphatically demonstrate forms of resistance and
stories of survival as they talk back to Hollywood. Self-representation itself can be seen as a valid
form of resistance and as an aspect of a cinema of sovereignty in which the Indigenous peoples
represented are the same people who engage in the filming and who control the camera. Despite
their low budgets and often nonprofessional acting, Indigenous films succeed in being all the more
engaging in their own right and are indicative of the complexity, vibrancy, and survival of myriad
contemporary Native cultures.
  house made of dawn novel: Ethics and Nostalgia in the Contemporary Novel John J. Su,
2005-11-24 Images of loss and yearning played a crucial role in literary texts written in the later part
of the twentieth century. Despite deep cultural differences, novelists from Africa, the Caribbean,
Great Britain, and the United States share a sense that the economic, social, and political forces



associated with late modernity have evoked widespread nostalgia within the communities in which
they write. In this original and wide-ranging study, John J. Su explores the relationship between
nostalgia and ethics in novels across the English-speaking world. He challenges the tendency in
literary studies to characterise memory as positive and nostalgia as necessarily negative. Instead,
this book argues that nostalgic fantasies are crucial to the ethical visions presented by topical
novels. From Jean Rhys to Wole Soyinka and from V. S. Naipaul to Toni Morrison, Su identifies
nostalgia as a central concern in the twentieth-century novel.
  house made of dawn novel: American Indian Literature Alan R. Velie, 1991 A collection of
Native American literature features myths, tales, songs, memoirs, oratory, poetry, and fiction from
the present as well as the past
  house made of dawn novel: Native Recognition Joanna Hearne, 2013-01-25 In Native
Recognition, Joanna Hearne persuasively argues for the central role of Indigenous image-making in
the history of American cinema. Across the twentieth and into the twenty-first centuries, Indigenous
peoples have been involved in cinema as performers, directors, writers, consultants, crews, and
audiences, yet both the specificity and range of this Native participation have often been obscured
by the on-screen, larger-than-life images of Indians in the Western. Not only have Indigenous images
mattered to the Western, but Westerns have also mattered to Indigenous filmmakers as they subvert
mass culture images of supposedly vanishing Indians, repurposing the commodity forms of
Hollywood films to envision Native intergenerational continuity. Through their interventions in forms
of seeing and being seen in public culture, Native filmmakers have effectively marshaled the power
of visual media to take part in national discussions of social justice and political sovereignty for
North American Indigenous peoples. Native Recognition brings together a wide range of little-known
productions, from the silent films of James Young Deer, to recovered prints of the 1928 Ramona and
the 1972 House Made of Dawn, to the experimental and feature films of Victor Masayesva and Chris
Eyre. Using international archival research and close visual analysis, Hearne expands our
understanding of the complexity of Native presence in cinema both on screen and through the
circuits of film production and consumption.
  house made of dawn novel: Twentieth-Century and Contemporary American Literature
in Context Linda De Roche, 2021-06-04 This four-volume reference work surveys American
literature from the early 20th century to the present day, featuring a diverse range of American
works and authors and an expansive selection of primary source materials. Bringing useful and
engaging material into the classroom, this four-volume set covers more than a century of American
literary history—from 1900 to the present. Twentieth-Century and Contemporary American
Literature in Context profiles authors and their works and provides overviews of literary movements
and genres through which readers will understand the historical, cultural, and political contexts that
have shaped American writing. Twentieth-Century and Contemporary American Literature in
Context provides wide coverage of authors, works, genres, and movements that are emblematic of
the diversity of modern America. Not only are major literary movements represented, such as the
Beats, but this work also highlights the emergence and development of modern Native American
literature, African American literature, and other representative groups that showcase the diversity
of American letters. A rich selection of primary documents and background material provides
indispensable information for student research.
  house made of dawn novel: Religion, Diversity and Conflict International Academy of
Practical Theology. Meeting, 2011 While religion can be a source of healing, peace, and
reconciliation, it can also be a trigger, if not an underlying cause, for conflict between peoples of
varying beliefs. With that awareness, the International Academy of Practical Theology convened its
2007 meeting around the theme of Religion, Diversity, and Conflict. From the multiple seminars,
lectures, and studies presented at that meeting, a selection was chosen for this book. Representing
contributions from four continents, and drawing upon perspectives from African traditional religions,
Judaism, Islam, and Christianity, the book offers a rich introduction to the problems and promises of
religion in dialogue with 21st-century diversity. Religion, Diversity and Conflict will serve as a



veritable primer on the field of practical theology. (Series: International Practical Theology - Vol. 15)
  house made of dawn novel: The Cambridge Companion to Native American Literature Joy
Porter, Kenneth M. Roemer, 2005-07-21 Invisible, marginal, expected - these words trace the path of
recognition for American Indian literature written in English since the late eighteenth century. This
Companion chronicles and celebrates that trajectory by defining relevant institutional, historical,
cultural, and gender contexts, by outlining the variety of genres written since the 1770s, and also by
focusing on significant authors who established a place for Native literature in literary canons in the
1970s (Momaday, Silko, Welch, Ortiz, Vizenor), achieved international recognition in the 1980s
(Erdrich), and performance-celebrity status in the 1990s (Harjo and Alexie). In addition to the
seventeen chapters written by respected experts - Native and non-Native; American, British and
European scholars - the Companion includes bio-bibliographies of forty authors, maps, suggestions
for further reading, and a timeline which details major works of Native American literature and
mainstream American literature, as well as significant social, cultural and historical events. An
essential overview of this powerful literature.
  house made of dawn novel: The Cambridge History of American Literature: Volume 7, Prose
Writing, 1940-1990 Sacvan Bercovitch, Cyrus R. K. Patell, 1994 Volume VII of the Cambridge
History of American Literature examines a broad range of American literature of the past
half-century, revealing complex relations to changes in society. Christopher Bigsby discusses
American dramatists from Tennessee Williams to August Wilson, showing how innovations in theatre
anticipated a world of emerging countercultures and provided America with an alternative view of
contemporary life. Morris Dickstein describes the condition of rebellion in fiction from 1940 to 1970,
linking writers as diverse as James Baldwin and John Updike. John Burt examines writers of the
American South, describing the tensions between modernization and continued entanglements with
the past. Wendy Steiner examines the postmodern fictions since 1970, and shows how the
questioning of artistic assumptions has broadened the canon of American literature. Finally, Cyrus
Patell highlights the voices of Native American, Asian American, Chicano, gay and lesbian writers,
often marginalized but here discussed within and against a broad set of national traditions.
  house made of dawn novel: Conversations with Remarkable Native Americans Joëlle
Rostkowski, 2012-02-14 In these lively and informative interviews, noted ethnohistorian and
international consultant Joëlle Rostkowski brings to light major developments in the Native
American experience over the last thirty years. Overcoming hardships they have experienced as the
forgotten minority, often torn between two cultures, these prominent native writers, artists,
journalists, activists, lawyers, and museum administrators each have made remarkable contributions
towards the transformation of old stereotypes, the fight against discrimination, and the sharing of
their heritage with mainstream society. Theirs is a story not so much of success but of resilience, of
survivance, with each interview subject having marked their time and eventually becoming the
change they wanted in the world. The conversations in this volume reveal that the assertion of
ethnic identity does not lead to bitterness and isolation, but rather an enthusiasm and drive toward
greater visibility and recognition that at the same time aims at a greater understanding between
different cultures. Conversations with Remarkable Native Americans rewards the reader with a
deeper understanding of the Native American Renaissance.
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