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historical materialism marx is a foundational theory in Marxist thought that explores the ways in
which material conditions and economic factors shape society, history, and human consciousness.
Developed by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, this theory asserts that the mode of production
fundamentally influences social structures, political institutions, and cultural norms. Understanding
historical materialism is crucial for comprehending Marx’s critique of capitalism and his vision of social
change. This article delves into the origins, key concepts, and implications of historical materialism
marx, highlighting its enduring relevance in social theory and political analysis. A thorough
exploration will reveal how this theoretical framework interprets historical development as a dynamic
interaction between economic forces and class struggles. The discussion also addresses common
misconceptions and contemporary applications of Marx’s ideas.
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Origins and Development of Historical Materialism
Historical materialism marx emerged in the 19th century as part of Karl Marx’s broader critique of
capitalism and industrial society. Influenced by German philosophy, British political economy, and
French socialism, Marx sought to establish a scientific approach to history grounded in material
conditions rather than abstract ideas. Together with Friedrich Engels, Marx formulated historical
materialism as a method to analyze how economic structures determine social relations and historical
change. Early writings such as the "Communist Manifesto" and "The German Ideology" laid the
groundwork for this approach, emphasizing the primacy of economic base over cultural and political
superstructures.

Philosophical Influences
The development of historical materialism was shaped by dialectical materialism, a synthesis of
Hegelian dialectics and materialist philosophy. Marx rejected Hegel’s idealism, which prioritized ideas
as the drivers of history, and instead proposed that material realities—specifically modes of
production—form the foundation of historical development. This shift marked a significant departure
from previous philosophical traditions by centering economic activity and class relations as the
engines of societal transformation.



Collaboration with Friedrich Engels
Engels played a crucial role in articulating and popularizing historical materialism alongside Marx. His
own studies of economic history and social conditions complemented Marx’s theoretical work,
resulting in a comprehensive framework that connected economic analysis with social theory. Engels’
writings helped clarify the concept of the economic base and its relationship to political and
ideological superstructures.

Core Principles of Historical Materialism Marx
At the heart of historical materialism marx lies the assertion that the material conditions of production
shape all aspects of society. This principle forms the basis for understanding how economic structures
influence social relations, political power, and ideological systems. The theory rests on several
interconnected concepts that explain the dynamics of historical change and social organization.

Economic Base and Superstructure
Historical materialism distinguishes between the economic base (or infrastructure) and the
superstructure. The base consists of the forces and relations of production—tools, labor, capital, and
property relations—while the superstructure includes culture, politics, legal systems, and ideology.
The base conditions the superstructure, meaning that changes in the economic foundation lead to
transformations in societal institutions and consciousness.

Material Conditions as Historical Drivers
Marx argued that historical development is driven by changes in material conditions rather than ideas
or moral progress. Technological innovations, shifts in labor organization, and the emergence of new
productive forces alter the economic base, prompting social restructuring. This materialist approach
contrasts with idealist interpretations that attribute historical change primarily to ideas or individual
agency.

Historical Specificity and Dialectics
Historical materialism emphasizes the specificity of each historical epoch, shaped by its unique mode
of production. The dialectical relationship between productive forces and social relations creates
contradictions that generate conflict and eventually lead to systemic change. This dialectical process
underpins Marx’s theory of social evolution and revolutionary transformation.

The Role of Class Struggle in Historical Materialism
Class struggle is a central element in historical materialism marx, providing the mechanism through
which historical change occurs. Marx identified class antagonisms arising from opposing interests
between those who control the means of production and those who sell their labor. This conflict
shapes political struggles and drives the development of social formations.

Classes and Their Interests
In capitalist societies, the bourgeoisie owns the means of production, while the proletariat sells labor
power. The exploitation inherent in this relationship generates class antagonism, which manifests in



economic, political, and ideological conflicts. Historical materialism views these class dynamics as the
motor of history, influencing the trajectory of social change.

Revolution and Social Transformation
Marx theorized that class struggle culminates in revolutionary upheaval when contradictions within
the mode of production become irreconcilable. The proletariat’s rising consciousness and collective
action can overthrow capitalist dominance, leading to the establishment of a socialist mode of
production. This revolutionary process embodies the dialectical resolution of class conflict.

Beyond Capitalism: Future Class Relations
Historical materialism envisages the eventual abolition of class antagonisms through the development
of communism, a classless society where the means of production are communally owned. This future
state transcends historical class struggles, representing the resolution of contradictions inherent in
previous modes of production.

Modes of Production and Social Change
The concept of modes of production is fundamental to historical materialism marx, describing the
combination of productive forces and social relations that characterize different historical periods.
Each mode of production has distinct economic arrangements and class structures, influencing the
form of social organization and political power.

Primitive Communism and Early Societies
According to Marx, early human societies operated under a mode of production based on communal
ownership and cooperation, referred to as primitive communism. These societies lacked class
divisions and were organized around subsistence production, with social relations reflecting collective
ownership of resources.

Slave Society, Feudalism, and Capitalism
Historical progression saw the emergence of slave societies, feudalism, and capitalism, each defined
by specific modes of production:

Slave Society: Characterized by private ownership of slaves and forced labor.

Feudalism: Based on land ownership by the nobility and serfdom.

Capitalism: Defined by private ownership of capital and wage labor.

Each mode generated unique class relations and social contradictions, leading to eventual
transformation.

Transition Between Modes of Production
Transitions from one mode of production to another occur when existing productive forces outgrow



the constraints of current social relations. These contradictions create social crises that pave the way
for revolutionary change, embodying the dialectical nature of historical materialism marx.

Critiques and Misinterpretations of Historical
Materialism
Despite its influence, historical materialism marx has faced criticism and varying interpretations.
Some critiques focus on perceived economic determinism, reductionism, or neglect of human agency.
Understanding these critiques clarifies the complexity and nuances of Marx’s theory.

Economic Determinism Debate
Critics argue that historical materialism reduces all social phenomena to economic causes,
overlooking cultural and ideological factors. However, Marx acknowledged the reciprocal relationship
between base and superstructure, allowing for relative autonomy of social institutions within material
constraints.

Determinism Versus Agency
Another common misinterpretation is that historical materialism denies individual or collective
agency. In reality, Marx emphasized human praxis and class struggle as active forces that shape
history within material conditions, balancing structure and agency in social change.

Contemporary Reinterpretations
Modern scholars have reinterpreted historical materialism to address its limitations, integrating
insights from cultural studies, post-structuralism, and critical theory. These approaches seek to
expand the explanatory power of Marx’s framework while respecting its core materialist foundation.

Contemporary Relevance of Historical Materialism
Marx
Historical materialism marx continues to inform critical social theory, political economy, and activism.
Its analytical tools remain vital for understanding global capitalism, social inequality, and the
dynamics of political power in the 21st century.

Analyzing Global Capitalism
The theory offers a framework for examining the global expansion of capital, neoliberal policies, and
the resulting social transformations. It highlights how economic imperatives shape international
relations, labor markets, and cultural production worldwide.

Social Movements and Class Analysis
Historical materialism provides a lens for interpreting contemporary social movements by situating
them within broader class struggles and economic structures. This perspective aids in understanding
the roots of inequality and the potential for collective action.



Environmental and Ecological Applications
Recent scholarship applies historical materialism marx to ecological crises, linking capitalism’s drive
for accumulation with environmental degradation. This approach emphasizes the material basis of
ecological issues and the necessity of systemic change.

Key Applications of Historical Materialism Marx

Critique of capitalist exploitation and inequality

Analysis of class structures and power relations

Framework for revolutionary and social change theories

Interpretation of cultural and ideological phenomena in material terms

Frequently Asked Questions

What is historical materialism according to Marx?
Historical materialism, according to Karl Marx, is a methodological approach to the study of society,
economics, and history that focuses on the ways material conditions and economic activities shape
social structures and historical development.

How does Marx's historical materialism explain social change?
Marx's historical materialism explains social change as driven primarily by changes in the economic
base or mode of production, which in turn transform the social relations and institutions built upon it,
leading to class struggles and eventually revolutionary transformations.

What role do class struggles play in Marx's theory of historical
materialism?
In Marx's theory of historical materialism, class struggles are the central driving force of historical
development, arising from conflicts between different social classes over control of the means of
production, leading to social and political change.

How does historical materialism differ from idealism in Marx's
philosophy?
Historical materialism differs from idealism by emphasizing material economic conditions as the
foundation of society and history, whereas idealism prioritizes ideas, consciousness, or ideals as the
primary drivers of historical change.



Can historical materialism be applied to analyze
contemporary society?
Yes, historical materialism can be applied to analyze contemporary society by examining how current
economic structures, production modes, and class relations influence social institutions, cultural
norms, and political dynamics.

Additional Resources
1. Capital: Critique of Political Economy
Written by Karl Marx, this foundational text explores the nature of capitalist economies through the
lens of historical materialism. Marx examines the dynamics of capital accumulation, labor
exploitation, and commodity production. The book provides a critical analysis of how economic
structures shape social relations and historical development.

2. The German Ideology
Co-authored by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, this work lays out the theory of historical materialism
in detail. It argues that material conditions and economic activities are the primary drivers of societal
change. The book critiques idealist philosophy and establishes a framework for understanding history
as a series of class struggles.

3. Historical Materialism: A Realist Interpretation
Authored by Tony Smith, this book offers a contemporary analysis of Marx’s historical materialism.
Smith defends the theory against various criticisms and clarifies its philosophical foundations. The
text is valuable for readers seeking a modern and rigorous interpretation of Marxist theory.

4. The Poverty of Philosophy
In this early work, Karl Marx critiques the ideas of French socialist Pierre-Joseph Proudhon. Marx
emphasizes the importance of material conditions over abstract philosophy in shaping social reality.
The book serves as an introduction to Marx’s developing ideas on historical materialism.

5. Marx’s Theory of History: A Defence
G.A. Cohen provides a systematic and analytical defense of historical materialism in this influential
book. Cohen uses philosophical rigor to clarify Marx’s concepts of base and superstructure, modes of
production, and class relations. It is key reading for those interested in the philosophical
underpinnings of Marxism.

6. The Making of Marx's Capital
Isaac Deutscher traces the intellectual development of Karl Marx leading up to the writing of Capital.
This biography highlights how Marx’s historical materialist perspective evolved through his
engagement with political economy and revolutionary politics. The book offers insight into the
historical context behind Marx’s major works.

7. History and Class Consciousness
Written by Georg Lukács, this seminal work connects Marxist theory with Hegelian philosophy. Lukács
explores the concept of class consciousness and its role in revolutionary praxis within the framework
of historical materialism. The book has been influential in Marxist thought and critical theory.

8. Materialism and Empirio-criticism



Vladimir Lenin addresses philosophical debates about materialism and idealism in this text. He
defends historical materialism against neo-Kantian and empirio-critical critiques, reinforcing Marxist
philosophy’s commitment to material reality. The book is essential for understanding the philosophical
battles surrounding Marxism in the early 20th century.

9. The Origin of the Family, Private Property and the State
Friedrich Engels applies historical materialism to the study of social institutions in this work. Engels
traces the development of family structures, property ownership, and state formation through
economic and class changes. The book demonstrates the practical application of historical
materialism to anthropology and sociology.

Historical Materialism Marx
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  historical materialism marx: Historical Materialism and the Economics of Karl Marx
Benedetto Croce, 1914 It is often said that it is the business of philosophy to examine and criticise
the assumptions of the sciences and philosophy claims that in this work it is not an unnecessary
meddler stepping in where it is not wanted. For time and again for want of philosophical criticism
the sciences have overstepped their bounds and produced confusion and contradiction...
  historical materialism marx: Fundamentals of Historical Materialism Doug Lorimer, 1999
  historical materialism marx: Historical Materialism Nikolai Bukharin, 2017-01-23 This classic
volume contains Nikolai Bukharin's 1928 treatise, Historical Materialism. Nikolai Ivanovich
Bukharin (1888-1938) was a Russian revolutionary, politician, and author. Bukharin was an
important Bolshevik revolutionary, and spent six years with Lenin and Trotsky in exile. He wrote
prolifically on the subject of revolutionary theory. This book will appeal to those with an interest in
the Russian Revolution, and would make for a fantastic addition to collections of related literature.
Contents include: The Practical Importance of the Social Sciences, Cause and Purpose in the Social
Sciences (Causation and Teleology, Determinism and Indeterminism (Necessity and Free Will),
Dialectic Materialism, Society, The Equilibrium Between Society and Nature, The Equilibrium
Between the Elements of Society, etc. Many classic books such as this are becoming increasingly
rare and expensive. We are republishing this volume now in an affordable, modern, high-quality
edition complete with a specially commissioned new biography of the author.
  historical materialism marx: Historical Materialism and Globalisation Mark Rupert, Hazel
Smith, 2016-04-29 Now that Soviet style socialism has collapsed upon itself and liberal capitalism
offers itself as the natural, necessary and absolute condition of human social life on a worldwide
scale, this book insists that the potentially emancipatory resources of a renewed, and perhaps
reconstructed, historical materialism are more relevant in today's world than ever before. Rather
than viewing global capitalism as an eluctable natural force, these essays seek to show how a
dialectic of power and resistance is at work in the contemporary global political economy, producing
and contesting new realities and creating conditions in which new forms of collective self
determination become thinkable and materially possible. It will be vital, topical reading for anyone
interested in international relations, international political economy, sociology and political theory.
  historical materialism marx: Marx's Historical Materialism on Trial Florentin Rack,
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2013-11-06 Essay from the year 2013 in the subject Business economics - General, grade: 1,0, Seoul
National University, language: English, abstract: This essay looks at states and places in which there
had been (or is said to happen) a transition between different modes of production, especially
feudalism, capitalism, and socialism, with the aim of verifying or falsifying Marx’s historical
materialism. It begins with a short explanation of the historical materialism and its modes of
production and theoretical arguments against the concept. Then it looks at all the political entities
which called themselves socialist and communist. The countries which fit Marx’s definition quite
well can be divided into two groups: those that were feudalistic before the transition to another
mode of production, and those that already were capitalistic before the transition. The essay will
answer the question if the socialist states are becoming truly communist, or if the system is just
stable, or if they are doomed to “regress” to capitalism. For the capitalist countries, It will also
research their future development: if they will become socialist, if they stay capitalist, or if they will
regress to some form of feudalism. The research will show which of the possibilities have happened
or are bound to happen, and therefore it is possible to say if the development predicted by Marx and
Engels is realistic.
  historical materialism marx: Historical Materialism and the Economics of Karl Marx
Benedetto Croce, 1974
  historical materialism marx: Historical Materialism Nikolaĭ Bukharin, 1925
  historical materialism marx: Historical Materialism and the Economics of Karl Marx Croce
Benedetto, 2016-06-23 Unlike some other reproductions of classic texts (1) We have not used
OCR(Optical Character Recognition), as this leads to bad quality books with introduced typos. (2) In
books where there are images such as portraits, maps, sketches etc We have endeavoured to keep
the quality of these images, so they represent accurately the original artefact. Although occasionally
there may be certain imperfections with these old texts, we feel they deserve to be made available
for future generations to enjoy.
  historical materialism marx: Historical Materialism and the Economics of Karl Marx
Benedetto Croce, C. M. Meredith, A. D. Lindsay, 2014-03-22 CONTENTS INTRODUCTION
CHAPTER I- CONCERNING THE SCIENTIFIC FORM OF HISTORICAL MATERIALISM 1. Labriola
implies that historical materialism is not a philosophy of history: Materialistic theory of History as
stated by Labriola not an attempt to establish a law of history: This contrasted with theories of
monists, and teleologists: Engels' statement that it is a new method erroneous 2. Historical
materialism a mass of new data of which historian becomes conscious 3. Questions as to relations
between historical materialism and socialism; Absolute morality a necessary postulate of socialism
CHAPTER II CONCERNING HISTORICAL MATERIALISM VIEWED AS A SCIENCE OF SOCIAL
ECONOMICS 1. Relation between Professor Stammler's book on historical materialism and
Marxism: Distinction between pure economics and general historical economics: CHAPTER III
CONCERNING THE INTERPRETATION AND CRITICISM OF SOME CONCEPTS OF MARXISM I. OF
THE SCIENTIFIC PROBLEM IN MARX'S 'DAS KAPITAL' Das Kapital an abstract investigation: His
society is not this or that society: Treats only of capitalist society: Assumption of equivalence
between value and labour: Is not a moral ideal: Marx's deductions from it II. MARX'S PROBLEM
AND PURE ECONOMICS (GENERAL ECONOMIC SCIENCE) Marxian economics not general
economic science and labour-value not a general concept of value: Engels' rejection of general
economic law: relation of economic psychology to pure economics: pure economics does not destroy
history or progress III. CONCERNING THE LIMITATION OF THE MATERIALISTIC THEORY OF
HISTORY Historical materialism a canon of historical interpretation: Question as to how Marx and
Engels understood it: Their metaphysical tendency IV. OF SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE IN FACE OF
SOCIAL PROBLEMS Socialism and free trade not scientific deductions: Obsolete metaphysics of old
theory of free trade: The desirable is not science nor the practicable: Scientific law only applicable
under certain conditions: Element of daring in all action V. OF ETHICAL JUDGMENT IN FACE OF
SOCIAL PROBLEMS Meaning of Marx's phrase the 'impotence of morality' and his remark that
morality condemns what has been condemned by history: Profundity of Marx's philosophy



immaterial: Kant's position not surpassed VI. CONCLUSION Recapitulation: 1. Justification of
Marxian economics as comparative sociological economics: 2. Historical materialism simply a canon
of historical interpretation: 3. Marxian social programme not a pure science: 4. Marxism neither
intrinsically moral nor anti-moral CHAPTER IV RECENT INTERPRETATIONS OF THE MARXIAN
THEORY OF VALUE AND CONTROVERSIES CONCERNING THEM I Labriola's criticism of method
and conclusions of preceeding essays answered II Meaning of phrase crisis in Marxianism: Sorel's
view of equivalence of value and labour mostly in agreement with view put forward above: Surplus
product same as surplus value CHAPTER V A CRITICISM OF THE MARXIAN LAW OF THE FALL IN
THE RATE OF PROFITS Interpretation here given assumes acceptance of Marx's main principles:
Necessary decline in rate of profit on hypothesis of technical improvement: Marx assumes that
would be an increase of capital: Would be same capital and increase in rate of profits CHAPTER VI
ON THE ECONOMIC PRINCIPLE TWO LETTERS TO PROFESSOR V. PARETO I Reasons why the
mechanical conception erroneous, economic fact capable of appraisement: Economic datum a fact of
human activity: Distinction and connection between pleasure and choice: Economic datum a fact of
will: Knowledge a necessary presupposition of will II Disagreement (1) about method (2) postulates:
(1) Nothing arbitrary in economic method, analogy of classificatory sciences erroneous: (2)
Metaphysical postulate that facts of human activity same as physical facts erroneous: Definition of
practical activity in so far as admits of definition: Moral and economic activity and approval:
Economic and moral remorse: Economic scale of values INDEX OF NAMES
  historical materialism marx: Karl Marx's Theory of History Gerald A. Cohen, 2020-05-05 First
published in 1978, this book rapidly established itself as a classic of modern Marxism. Cohen's
masterful application of advanced philosophical techniques in an uncompromising defense of
historical materialism commanded widespread admiration. In the ensuing twenty years, the book has
served as a flagship of a powerful intellectual movement--analytical Marxism. In this expanded
edition, Cohen offers his own account of the history, and the further promise, of analytical Marxism.
He also expresses reservations about traditional historical materialism, in the light of which he
reconstructs the theory, and he studies the implications for historical materialism of the demise of
the Soviet Union.
  historical materialism marx: Dialectical and Historical Materialism Joseph Stalin, 1940
  historical materialism marx: A Contemporary Critique of Historical Materialism Anthony
Giddens, 1981-01-01
  historical materialism marx: Historical Materialism and TheEconomics of Karl Marx
Benedetto Croce, 2023-02-13
  historical materialism marx: Marxist Phoenix Murray E.G. Smith, 2014-05-05 Looking to an
increasingly perilous and inequitable future, many progressive activists and scholars are seriously
questioning the capacity of global capitalism to guarantee the conditions for human well-being and
sustainability in the 21st century. This development inspires the central inquiry of Marxist Phoenix:
Will the intensifying contradictions and multiple crises of contemporary capitalism incite the
emergence of a mass socialist workers' movement committed not merely to the reform of capitalism
but to its overthrow? This collection of new and previously published essays, articles, and book
chapters written over the last two decades makes the case for the indispensability of the
Marxist-socialist project to the emancipation of humanity from material insecurity and
ever-worsening social antagonism. Only a global workers' movement committed to the fundamental
tenets of Marxism--a triumphant Marxist Phoenix rising from the ashes of the multiple defeats of the
20th century--can open the road to real social progress. Interdisciplinary, rigorous, and critically
engaged with many currents in contemporary academic discourse, this volume is a timely
contribution to the rebirth of a Marxist socialism that is at once scientific, emancipatory, and
internationalist in its commitments.
  historical materialism marx: The Crisis in Historical Materialism Stanley Aronowitz, 1990
Critical theorist Aronowitz (sociology, CUNY) contends that the centrality of cultural categories, as
raised by the feminist, ecology, and racial freedom movements, among others, provides the crucial



difference for the late industrial world, demanding a break from the dominant tendencies of
Marxism to reduce causality to its economic features. Acidic paper. Paper edition (unseen), $14.95.
Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
  historical materialism marx: Historical Materialism Nikolaĭ Bukharin, 1933
  historical materialism marx: Historical Materialism and the Economics of Karl Marx
(Classic Reprint) Benedetto Croce, 2017-11-20 Excerpt from Historical Materialism and the
Economics of Karl Marx The Essays in this volume, as will be apparent, have all Of them had an
occasional origin. They bear evident traces Of particular controversy and contain much criticism Of
authors who are hardly, if at all, known in this country. Their author thought it worth while to collect
them in one volume and it has been, 1 am sure, worth while to have them translated into English,
because though written on different occasions and in different contro versies they have all the same
purpose. They are an attempt to make Clear by philosophical criticism the real purpose and value Of
Marx's work. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and
classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important
historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work,
preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases,
an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition.
We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that
remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.
  historical materialism marx: Marxism and History Stephen Henry Rigby, 1987 Marx's
theory of history is often regarded as the most enduring and fruitful aspect of his intellectual legacy.
His historical materialism has been the inspiration for some of the best historical writing in the
works of scholars such as Eric Hobsbawm, E.P.Thompson, Rodney Hilton and Robert Brenner. S.H.
Rigby establishes Marx's claims about social structure and historical change, discusses their use in
his own and his followers' writings, and assesses the validity of his theories. He argues that Marx's
social theories were profoundly contradictory and that Marxism has proved most useful when it is
seen as a source of questions, concepts and hypotheses rather than as a philosophy of historical
development.
  historical materialism marx: Karl Marx's Theory of History Gerald Allan Cohen, 2000 First
published in 1978, this book rapidly established itself as a classicof modern Marxism. Cohen's
masterful application of advanced philosophicaltechniques in an uncompromising defence of
historical materialism commandedwidespread admiration. In the ensuing twenty years, the book has
served as aflagship of a powerful intellectual movement - analytical Marxism. In thisexpanded
edition Cohen offers his own account of the history, and the furtherpromise, of analytical Marxism.
He also expresses reservations abouttraditional historical materialism, in the light of which he
reconstructs thetheory, and he studies the implications for historical materialism of the demiseof the
Soviet Union.
  historical materialism marx: Historical Materialism Nikolai Bukharin, 2013-12 2013
Reprint of 1925 English Edition from the Authorized Translation of the Third Russian Edition.. Exact
facsimile of the original edition, not reproduced with Optical Recognition Software. Historical
materialism is a methodological approach to the study of society, economics, and history first
articulated by Karl Marx (1818-1883) as the materialist conception of history. It is a theory of
socioeconomic development according to which changes in material conditions (technology and
productive capacity) are the primary influence on how society and the economy are organized.
Historical materialism looks for the causes of developments and changes in human society in the
means by which humans collectively produce the necessities of life. Social classes and the
relationship between them, plus the political structures and ways of thinking in society, are founded
on and reflect contemporary economic activity. First published in English in 1925, this work by
Nikolai Bukharin, a highly influential Marxist and Soviet Politician who would later become one of
the most famous victims of Stalin's show trials, expands upon Karl Marx's theory of historical
materialism.
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