history of dictatorships

history of dictatorships reveals a complex and often troubling aspect of
human governance that has shaped societies across centuries. Dictatorships,
characterized by autocratic rule and centralized power, have appeared in
various forms and contexts throughout history. From ancient empires to modern
totalitarian regimes, the evolution of dictatorships reflects changing
political, social, and economic dynamics. This article explores the origins,
characteristics, and key examples of dictatorships, highlighting their impact
on nations and populations. Understanding the history of dictatorships
provides insight into the mechanisms of power consolidation and the
consequences of authoritarian rule. The following sections will cover the
emergence of dictatorships in antiquity, the rise of modern dictatorships,
and an analysis of their lasting effects on global history.

Origins of Dictatorships in Antiquity

Modern Dictatorships and Their Development

Common Characteristics of Dictatorial Regimes

Notable Examples of Dictatorships in History

Impact and Legacy of Dictatorships Worldwide

Origins of Dictatorships in Antiquity

The history of dictatorships dates back to ancient civilizations where
absolute power was often vested in a single ruler. Early examples can be
found in the Roman Republic, where the title of "dictator" was originally a
temporary office granted during emergencies. Unlike modern connotations,
Roman dictators were appointed with limited terms and specific mandates.
However, the concept of centralized authority evolved into more permanent and
oppressive forms over time. Ancient monarchies and empires frequently
exhibited dictatorial traits, with rulers exercising unchecked control over
their subjects and territories.

Dictatorship in the Roman Republic

In the Roman Republic, a dictator was an official appointed during crises to
wield supreme authority temporarily. This position was intended to restore
order but was limited to a six-month term. The office demonstrated an early
form of concentrated power but was distinct from later dictatorships as it
was bound by law and temporary in nature.



Autocratic Rule in Ancient Empires

Many ancient empires, such as those in Egypt, Mesopotamia, and China, were
governed by rulers who held absolute authority. Pharaohs, kings, and emperors
often claimed divine right or supreme status to justify their unlimited
power. These rulers controlled military, religious, and political
institutions, leaving little room for opposition or shared governance.

Key Features of Early Dictatorships

Early dictatorships were marked by:

e Centralization of authority in a single individual
e Lack of institutional checks and balances
e Use of force or religion to legitimize power

e Suppression of dissent and political opposition

Modern Dictatorships and Their Development

The history of dictatorships in the modern era is characterized by the rise
of totalitarian regimes and military juntas, particularly during the 20th
century. The collapse of monarchies and colonial empires created power
vacuums often filled by authoritarian leaders. Modern dictatorships
frequently employed ideology, propaganda, and advanced state apparatuses to
maintain control and suppress resistance. The advancement of technology and
mass communication also altered the nature of dictatorial rule.

The Emergence of Totalitarianism

Totalitarian regimes emerged in the early 20th century, with leaders like
Adolf Hitler, Joseph Stalin, and Benito Mussolini establishing systems that
sought complete control over public and private life. These regimes used
ideology as a tool to unify the population under dictatorial leadership and
justify widespread repression.

Military Dictatorships in the 20th Century

Military dictatorships became prominent in regions such as Latin America,
Africa, and Asia during the mid-1900s. These regimes often came to power
through coups d’état and ruled through martial law, emphasizing security and
order while limiting civil liberties. Their governance was marked by strict



control over political expression and human rights abuses.

Characteristics of Modern Dictatorships

Modern dictatorships typically exhibit:

One-party or single-leader rule

Suppression of political opposition and free press

Use of surveillance and secret police

Propaganda and censorship to control public perception

Manipulation or elimination of electoral processes

Common Characteristics of Dictatorial Regimes

Despite the diversity of dictatorships across history, certain common traits
define these regimes. Understanding these characteristics helps clarify how
dictatorships maintain power and the impact they have on societies. These
traits include centralized authority, limited political freedoms, and the use
of coercion.

Centralization of Power

Dictatorships centralize political power in the hands of one individual or a
small group, eliminating checks and balances typical of democratic systems.
This centralization often leads to absolute control over the government,
military, and judiciary.

Repression and Control

Authoritarian regimes rely heavily on repression to stifle dissent. This
includes censorship, imprisonment, torture, and sometimes extrajudicial
killings. Control over the media and educational systems is also common to
shape public opinion and suppress opposition.

Lack of Political Pluralism

Dictatorships prevent the formation or operation of opposition parties and
independent institutions. Political competition is either banned or severely
restricted, ensuring the ruling power remains unchallenged.



Use of Ideology and Propaganda

Many dictatorships promote a unifying ideology or nationalistic rhetoric to
legitimize their rule. Propaganda is used extensively to manipulate public
perception and maintain an image of strength and legitimacy.

Notable Examples of Dictatorships in History

The history of dictatorships includes numerous examples from different
continents and eras. These regimes have left profound impacts on their
countries and the international community. Below are some of the most
significant dictatorships in history.

Adolf Hitler’s Nazi Germany

Hitler's dictatorship (1933-1945) was marked by aggressive nationalism,
racial ideology, and militarism. The regime orchestrated the Holocaust and
led Germany into World War II, causing immense human suffering and
destruction.

Joseph Stalin’s Soviet Union

Stalin ruled the USSR from the mid-1920s until 1953, implementing centralized
economic planning and brutal repression. His dictatorship involved widespread
purges, forced labor camps, and strict control over society.

Benito Mussolini’s Fascist Italy

Mussolini established a fascist dictatorship in Italy (1922-1943) that
emphasized authoritarian control, nationalism, and the suppression of
political dissent. His regime allied with Nazi Germany during World War II.

Military Regimes in Latin America

Several Latin American countries experienced military dictatorships during
the 20th century, including Argentina, Chile, and Brazil. These regimes often
came to power through coups and were characterized by human rights abuses and
political repression.

North Korea under the Kim Dynasty

North Korea remains one of the most enduring dictatorial regimes, with
centralized control under the Kim family since its establishment in 1948. The



regime is known for its isolationism, personality cult, and severe
restrictions on freedoms.

Impact and Legacy of Dictatorships Worldwide

The history of dictatorships has profoundly influenced political development,
human rights, and international relations globally. While some dictatorships
have driven modernization and state-building, most have resulted in
oppression, conflict, and economic difficulties.

Political and Social Consequences

Dictatorial rule often suppresses political freedoms and civil liberties,
leading to social unrest and resistance movements. The legacy of
authoritarianism can persist long after the regime ends, affecting democratic
development and societal trust.

Economic Effects

Economic policies under dictatorships vary, but many regimes engage in
corruption, mismanagement, and prioritization of military spending over
civilian needs. This often results in economic stagnation or decline, though
exceptions exist.

International Relations

Dictatorships influence global politics through alliances, conflicts, and
ideological competition. During the Cold War, many authoritarian regimes were
supported or opposed based on geopolitical interests, affecting international
stability.

Lessons from History

The study of the history of dictatorships highlights the dangers of unchecked
power and the importance of democratic institutions and rule of law.
Recognizing patterns of authoritarianism aids in preventing the rise of
future dictatorships.

Frequently Asked Questions



What defines a dictatorship in historical terms?

A dictatorship is a form of government where absolute power is concentrated
in the hands of a single ruler or a small group, often characterized by
authoritarian control, limited political freedoms, and lack of democratic
processes.

Who was the first widely recognized dictator in
history?
One of the earliest widely recognized dictators was Julius Caesar of Rome,

who was appointed dictator perpetuo (dictator in perpetuity) in 44 BCE,
marking a significant shift from the Roman Republic to autocratic rule.

How did dictatorships typically rise to power in the
20th century?

In the 20th century, dictatorships often rose to power through political
instability, economic crises, or social unrest, with leaders exploiting

nationalist sentiments, using propaganda, and suppressing opposition to
establish authoritarian regimes.

What role did World War II play in the history of
dictatorships?

World War II was significantly influenced by dictatorial regimes like Nazi
Germany and Fascist Italy; the war led to the downfall of several
dictatorships but also set the stage for the Cold War, during which new
authoritarian regimes emerged.

How have dictatorships impacted human rights
throughout history?

Dictatorships have frequently violated human rights by suppressing freedom of
speech, imprisoning or executing political opponents, censoring media, and
engaging in widespread abuses such as torture and genocide.

Can dictatorships transition to democracies?

Yes, some dictatorships have transitioned to democracies through processes
such as popular uprisings, international pressure, reforms initiated by the
regime, or negotiated political settlements, although the transition can be
complex and unstable.

What are some common characteristics shared by



historical dictatorships?

Common characteristics include centralized power, absence of free elections,
control over the military and police, censorship of the press, use of
propaganda, repression of dissent, and often a cult of personality
surrounding the dictator.

Additional Resources

1. The Origins of Totalitarianism by Hannah Arendt

This seminal work explores the roots and characteristics of totalitarian
regimes, focusing on Nazi Germany and Stalinist Russia. Arendt analyzes how
propaganda, ideology, and terror combine to create a political system that
seeks total control over public and private life. The book also delves into
the social and historical conditions that facilitated the rise of such
regimes in the 20th century.

2. Dictators: The Greatest Political Rivals of All Time by Matthew White

This book provides detailed biographies of some of history's most infamous
dictators, examining their rise to power, leadership styles, and impacts on
their nations and the world. White offers insight into the personal and
political dynamics that shaped dictatorships across different eras and
cultures. It's a comprehensive overview that contextualizes the human element
behind authoritarian rule.

3. Hitler: A Biography by Ian Kershaw

Kershaw presents a thorough and meticulously researched biography of Adolf
Hitler, tracing his life from obscure beginnings to dictator of Nazi Germany.
The book explores Hitler'’s ideology, political strategies, and the societal
factors that enabled his dominance. Kershaw also examines the consequences of
Hitler’s dictatorship on Germany and the world.

4. Stalin: Paradoxes of Power, 1878-1928 by Stephen Kotkin

This biography covers Stalin's early life and rise to power within the Soviet
Union, offering a nuanced portrait of the man behind one of history’s most
brutal dictatorships. Kotkin uses extensive archival material to illuminate
Stalin’s political maneuvering and the broader historical context of the
Soviet state’s transformation. The book is the first volume in a planned
trilogy on Stalin.

5. The Anatomy of Fascism by Robert 0. Paxton

Paxton investigates the development and operation of fascist regimes,
particularly in Italy and Germany. The book outlines the social, political,
and economic factors that gave rise to fascism and how these regimes
maintained control through violence, propaganda, and mass mobilization.
Paxton also discusses the legacy and lessons of fascism for contemporary
politics.

6. Mussolini by Richard J. B. Bosworth
This biography provides an in-depth look at Benito Mussolini's life and



dictatorship in Italy. Bosworth examines Mussolini’s charismatic leadership,
his use of propaganda, and the ways he consolidated power to establish a
fascist state. The book also analyzes Mussolini’s role in World War II and
his lasting impact on Italian history.

7. Pol Pot: Anatomy of a Nightmare by Philip Short

Short’s work delves into the life and regime of Pol Pot, the leader of the
Khmer Rouge in Cambodia. It explores the ideological foundations of Pol Pot’s
dictatorship and the catastrophic consequences for Cambodian society,
including mass genocide. The book offers a detailed psychological and
historical analysis of one of the 20th century’s most brutal dictators.

8. Franco: A Personal and Political Biography by Stanley G. Payne

This biography covers the life and rule of Francisco Franco, Spain’s
authoritarian leader for nearly four decades. Payne examines Franco’'s rise
through the Spanish Civil War, his consolidation of power, and the political
mechanisms he used to maintain his dictatorship. The book also explores the
social and cultural impact of Franco’s regime on Spain.

9. Bloodlands: Europe Between Hitler and Stalin by Timothy Snyder

Snyder investigates the tragic history of the regions caught between Nazi
Germany and Stalinist Soviet Union during the 1930s and 1940s. The book
details the mass atrocities committed under both dictatorships and the impact
on millions of civilians. It provides a powerful comparative study of
totalitarian violence and its devastating human cost.
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history of dictatorships: Rethinking History, Dictatorship and War Claus-Christian
Szejnmann, 2011-11-03 The main focus of this book is to analyse and explain, rather than merely
narrate, developments of modern war. The volume will present up-to-date and genuinely original
scholarship that has not been previously published. This collection deals with three of the most
important themes of historical studies: the way history is or ought to be written, the nature of
dictatorships, and the nature of wars. The primary focus is on modern Europe and two defining
experiences in the first half of the twentieth century, namely the First and Second World Wars and
totalitarian dictatorships. Both remain issues of intense debates and with ever widening
ramifications. It provides a unique overview of the current state of research on three important
themes that are of great interest to scholars, and students. Each essay and a substantial introduction
summarises complex findings, approaching the topic from a variety of perspectives (19th and 20th
century history; national and regional history; comparative history; cartography; and, biographical,
intellectual, structural, social and military history) thus challenging traditional interpretations and
methodologies, and addressing unresolved questions. The book brings together a mix of established
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and younger experts thinking critically about these major themes and writing accessible and
stimulating pieces that challenge existing interpretations and suggest ways the subjects are
changing. The contributors tackle big issues and dare to come up with bold explanations.

history of dictatorships: European Dictatorships 1918-1945 Stephen ]. Lee, 2016-02-12
European Dictatorships 1918-1945 surveys the extraordinary circumstances leading to, and arising
from, the transformation of over half of Europe’s states to dictatorships between the first and the
second world wars. From the notorious dictatorships of Mussolini, Hitler and Stalin to less
well-known states and leaders, Stephen J. Lee scrutinizes the experiences of Russia, Germany, Italy,
Spain, Portugal and Central and Eastern European states. This fourth edition has been fully revised
and updated throughout. New material for this edition includes: the most recent research on
individual dictatorships a new chapter on the experiences of Europe’s democracies at the hands of
Germany, Italy and Russia an expanded chapter on Spain a new section on dictatorships beyond
Europe, exploring the European and indigenous roots of dictatorships in Latin America, Asia and
Africa. Extensively illustrated with images, maps, tables and a comparative timeline, and supported
by a companion website providing further resources for study (www.routledge.com/cw/lee),
European Dictatorships 1918-1945 is a clear, detailed and highly accessible analysis of the
tumultuous events of early twentieth-century Europe.

history of dictatorships: Dictatorship Alfred Cobban, 1965

history of dictatorships: Dictatorship Paul Dowswell, 2005 The history of dictatorship seems to
prove the accuracy of the well- known saying: 'Power tends to corrupt - and absolute power corrupts
absolutely.' Many questions are answered in this fascinating account of perhaps the most
controversial type of government the world has known. Ages 13+.

history of dictatorships: Systems of Government Dictatorship Paul Dowswell, 2009 One of
a series of titles aimed at Key Stage 3 readers and upwards that looks at different systems of
government and discusses their origins, history and practical application in the modern world.

history of dictatorships: Science Policies and Twentieth-Century Dictatorships Amparo Gémez,
Antonio Fco. Canales, Brian Balmer, 2016-03-03 Making a fresh contribution to the political history
of science, this book explores the connections between the science policies of three countries that
each experienced considerable political upheaval in the twentieth century: Spain, Italy and
Argentina. By focussing on these three countries, the contributors are able to present case studies
that highlight the characteristics and specificities of the democratic and dictatorial political
processes involved in the production of science and technology. The focus on dictatorship presents
the opportunity to expand our knowledge -beyond the more extensive literature about science in
Nazi Germany and Stalinist USSR -about the level of political involvement of scientists in
non-democratic contexts and to what extent they act as politicians in different contexts. Key topics
covered include the new forms of organization and institutionalization of science in the twentieth
century; the involvement of scientific communities in the governance of science and its institutions;
the role of ideology in scientific development; the scientific practices adopted by scientific
communities in different contexts; and the characteristics of science and technology produced in
these contexts.

history of dictatorships: Dictatorship in the Nineteenth Century Moisés Prieto, 2021-09-19
Historical research on modern dictatorship has often neglected the relevance of the nineteenth
century, instead focusing on twentieth-century dictatorial rules. Dictatorship in the Nineteenth
Century brings together scholars of political thought, the history of ideas and gender studies in
order to address this oversight. Political dictatorship is often assumed to be a twentieth-century
phenomenon, but the notion gained currency during the French Revolution. The Napoleonic
experience underscored this trend, which was later maintained during the wars of independence in
Latin America. Starting from the assumption that dictatorship has its own history within the
nineteenth century, separate from the ancient Roman paradigm and twentieth-century
totalitarianism, this volume aims at establishing a dialogue between the concepts of dictatorship and
the experiences and transfer of knowledge between Latin America and Europe during this period.




This book is essential reading for scholars and students of modern history, as well as those
interested in political history and the history of dictatorship.

history of dictatorships: Dictatorships in the Hispanic World Patricia Swier, Julia
Riordan-Goncalves, 2013-07-18 This book broaches a comparative and interdisciplinary approach in
its exploration of the phenomenon of the dictatorship in the Hispanic World in the twentieth century.
Some of the themes explored through a transatlantic perspective include testimonial accounts of
violence and resistance in prisons; hunger and repression; exile, silence and intertextuality;
bildungsroman and the modification of gender roles; and the role of trauma and memory within the
genres of the novel, autobiography, testimonial literature, the essay, documentaries, puppet theater,
poetry, and visual art. By looking at the similarities and differences of dictatorships represented in
the diverse landscapes of Latin America and Spain, the authors hope to provide a more panoramic
view of the dictatorship that moves beyond historiographical accounts of oppression and engages
actively in a more broad dialectics of resistance and a politics of memory.

history of dictatorships: Forms of Dictatorship Jennifer Harford Vargas, 2018 An intra-ethnic
study of Latina/o fiction written in the United States from the early 1990s to the present, Forms of
Dictatorship examines novels that depict the historical reality of dictatorship and exploit dictatorship
as a literary trope. This literature constitutes a new sub-genre of Latina/o fiction, which the author
calls the Latina/o dictatorship novel. The book illuminates Latina/os' central contributions to the
literary history of the dictatorship novel by analyzing how Latina/o writers with national origin roots
in the Caribbean, Mexico, and Central and South America imaginatively represent authoritarianism.
The novels collectively generate what Harford Vargas terms a Latina/o counter-dictatorial imaginary
that positions authoritarianism on a continuum of domination alongside imperialism, white
supremacy, heteropatriarchy, neoliberalism, and border militarization. Focusing on novels by writers
such as Junot D az, H ctor Tobar, Cristina Garc a, Salvador Plascencia, and Francisco Goldman, the
book reveals how Latina/o dictatorship novels foreground more ubiquitous modes of oppression to
indict Latin American dictatorships, U.S. imperialism, and structural discrimination in the U.S., as
well as repressive hierarchies of power in general. Harford Vargas simultaneously utilizes formalist
analysis to investigate how Latina/o writers mobilize the genre of the novel and formal techniques
such as footnotes, focalization, emplotment, and metafiction to depict dictatorial structures and
relations. In building on narrative theories of character, plot, temporality, and perspective, Harford
Vargas explores how the Latina/o dictatorship novel stages power dynamics. Forms of Dictatorship
thus queries the relationship between different forms of power and the power of narrative form ---
that is, between various instantiations of repressive power structures and the ways in which
different narrative structures can reproduce and resist repressive power.

history of dictatorships: Democracies and Dictatorships in Latin America Scott
Mainwaring, Anibal Pérez-Lifén, 2014-01-31 This book presents a new theory for why political
regimes emerge, and why they subsequently survive or break down. It then analyzes the emergence,
survival and fall of democracies and dictatorships in Latin America since 1900. Scott Mainwaring
and Anibal Pérez-Lifdn argue for a theoretical approach situated between long-term structural and
cultural explanations and short-term explanations that look at the decisions of specific leaders. They
focus on the political preferences of powerful actors - the degree to which they embrace democracy
as an intrinsically desirable end and their policy radicalism - to explain regime outcomes. They also
demonstrate that transnational forces and influences are crucial to understand regional waves of
democratization. Based on extensive research into the political histories of all twenty Latin American
countries, this book offers the first extended analysis of regime emergence, survival and failure for
all of Latin America over a long period of time.

history of dictatorships: Narratives of Dictatorship in the Age of Revolution Moisés Prieto,
2022-12-30 Between the mid-eighteenth and the mid-nineteenth century, the idea of dictatorship
changed drastically, leaving back the ancient Roman paradigm and opening the way to a rule with
extraordinary powers and which was unlimited in time. While the French Revolution produced an
acceleration of history and created new narratives of dictatorship, with Napoleon Bonaparte as its




most iconic embodiment, the Latin American struggle for independence witnessed an unprecedented
concentration of rulers seeking those new nations’ sovereignty through dictatorial rule. Starting
from the assumption that the age of revolution was one of dictators too, this book aims at exploring
how this new type of rulers whose authority was no longer based on dynastic succession or religious
consecration sought legitimacy. By unveiling the role of emotions - hope, fear and nostalgia - in the
making of a new paradigm of rule and focusing on the narratives legitimizing and de-legitimizing
dictatorship, this study goes beyond traditional conceptual history. For this purpose, different
sources such as libels, history treatises, encyclopedias, plays, poems, librettos, but also visual
material will be resorted to. This book is essential reading for scholars and students of modern
history, the history of emotions, intellectual history, global history, cultural studies and political
science.

history of dictatorships: What Is a Dictatorship? Nick Hunter, 1900-01-01 The rise of a
dictator never happens the same way. Dictators have absolute power over a country, but how they
obtain that power and what they use it for makes this form of government one of the most
interesting political systems in the world. Discover the harsh governments of dictators around the
world and learn how ancient dictatorships have influenced modern leaders who rule with an iron
fist. » Accessible, in the news, and relevant subject matter * Complements social studies curriculum
* Sidebars, photographs, and captions clarify ideas within text ¢ Conclusion summary chapter
reinforces understanding of each ideology

history of dictatorships: Dictatorships Hal Marcovitz, 2011-01-01 This title examines
dictatorships in world history from early Rome to more modern dictatorships in France, Russia,
Germany, Italy, Japan, China, North Korea, Cuba, Swaziland, and Serbia. How dictatorships work,
the political systems in which they thrive, and the methods dictators use to gain and maintain
control are discussed. Also covered are methods to depose dictators, and life for citizens both during
and after dictatorship. Important dictators are covered, including both those of ancient civilizations
such as Lucius Cornelius Sulla, and Julius Caesar, as well as more modern dictators such as
Napoleon Bonaparte, Joseph Stalin, Adolf Hitler, Benito Mussolini, Fulgencio Batista, Hideki Tojo,
and Mao Zedong, Kim Jung-il, Muammar al-Qaddafi, Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, Saddam Hussein,
King Mswati III, Haile Selassie, Pol Pot, and Omar al-Bashir. Critics of dictatorships such as
Alexander Solzhenitsyn are also introduced. Exploring World Governments is a series in Essential
Library, an imprint of ABDO Publishing Company.

history of dictatorships: Mass Dictatorship and Memory as Ever Present Past Jie-Hyun
Lim, Barbara Walker, Peter Lambert, 2014-01-28 This volume explores the politics of memory
involved in 'coming to terms with the past' of mass dictatorship on a global scale. Considering how a
growing sense of global connectivity and global human rights politics changed the memory
landscape, the essays explore entangled pasts of dictatorships.

history of dictatorships: Introduction to Argentina Gilad James, PhD, Argentina is a South
American country known for its rich culture, diverse landscapes, and thriving economy. It is the
eighth-largest country in the world and the second-largest in South America. With a population of
around 45 million people, Argentina is home to a mix of indigenous communities, European
immigrants, and descendants of African slaves. Argentina has a varied landscape, with the Andes
mountain range to the west, the Pampas region - fertile grasslands - in the central part of the
country, and the Atlantic coastline on the east. It is also home to several natural wonders, including
the Iguazu Falls and the Perito Moreno glacier. Buenos Aires, the capital city, is known for its
vibrant culture and iconic landmarks such as the Obelisk, the Teatro Colon, and the Casa Rosada -
the presidential palace. Argentina's economy is driven by agriculture, with crops such as soybeans,
wheat, and corn being major exports. Other significant industries include mining, manufacturing,
and tourism.

history of dictatorships: Everyday Life in Mass Dictatorship Alf Ludtke, 2016-02-19
Oppression and violence are often cited as the pivotal aspects of modern dictatorships, but it is the
collusion of large majorities that enable these regimes to function. The desire for a better life and a




powerful national, if not imperial community provide the basis for the many forms of people's
cooperation explored in this volume.

history of dictatorships: Dictatorship in South America Jerry Davila, 2013-02-25
Dictatorship in South America explores the experiences of Brazilian, Argentine and Chilean
experience under military rule. Presents a single-volume thematic study that explores experiences
with dictatorship as well as their social and historical contexts in Latin America Examines at the
ideological and economic crossroads that brought Argentina, Brazil and Chile under the thrall of
military dictatorship Draws on recent historiographical currents from Latin America to read these
regimes as radically ideological and inherently unstable Makes a close reading of the economic
trajectory from dependency to development and democratization and neoliberal reform in language
that is accessible to general readers Offers a lively and readable narrative that brings popular
perspectives to bear on national histories Selected as a 2014 Outstanding Academic Title by
CHOICE

history of dictatorships: Comparative Constitutional Design Tom Ginsburg, 2012-02-27 This
volume brings together essays by leading scholars of comparative constitutional design from myriad
disciplinary perspectives. The authors collectively assess what we know - and don't know - about the
design process as well as particular institutional choices concerning executive power, constitutional
amendment processes, and many other issues. Bringing together positive and normative analysis, it
provides the state of the art in a field of growing theoretical and practical importance.

history of dictatorships: Urbanism and Dictatorship Harald Bodenschatz, Piero Sassi, Max
Welch Guerra, 2015-03-10 Der Stadtebau der europaischen Diktaturen in der ersten Halfte des 20.
Jahrhunderts diente nicht nur der Herrschaftssicherung im eigenen Lande, sondern auch der
Anerkennung durch die demokratischen Staaten. Nach der Machtubergabe an das
nationalsozialistische Regime geriet er mehr und mehr zur Trumpfkarte im Wettbewerb unter den
grolSen Diktaturen Europas - fast wie in der Zeit des Absolutismus. Jenseits aller Konflikte und
politischer Orientierungen bestand ein intensiver fachlicher Austausch unter den Landern Europas.
Eine nur nationale Sichtweise auf die Diktaturen ist daher nicht hinreichend. Der uibergreifende
Blick tragt nicht nur dazu bei, die Besonderheiten der jeweiligen Diktatur zu klaren, er weist auch
manch vereinfachtes Verstandnis von deren Stadtebau zuruck. Das ist keineswegs nur von
historischem Interesse: Die Auseinandersetzung mit Diktaturen ist immer auch Ausdruck unserer
gesellschaftlichen Verhaltnisse, unserer Erinnerungskultur, unserer Fahigkeit, alte und neue
Formen von Diktatur zu erkennen - auch heute! Das Buch diskutiert den Stand der Forschung zum
Stadtebau von funf Diktaturen der ersten Halfte des 20. Jahrhunderts und prasentiert exemplarisch
neue Forschungsergebnisse.

history of dictatorships: Gender Politics and Mass Dictatorship ]. Lim, K. Petrone,
2010-12-14 Unique in comparative scope, this volume brings together global scholarship on gender.
Thirteen international experts explore the gendered mobilization of men and women in twentieth
century European and Asian mass dictatorships and colonial empires, examining both mobilization
'from above' and self-empowerment 'from below'.
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