
herbert spencer sociology development
herbert spencer sociology development stands as a cornerstone in the history of sociological
thought, marking a significant phase in the evolution of social theory. Spencer’s contributions to
sociology were profound, especially his application of evolutionary theory to social structures and
institutions. His ideas on social development, societal progress, and the interplay between
individuals and society have influenced generations of sociologists and social scientists. This article
explores the life and work of Herbert Spencer, focusing on his unique approach to sociology, the
concept of social evolution, and how his theories contributed to the broader development of
sociology as a discipline. Additionally, the discussion will cover criticisms and contemporary
relevance of Spencer’s ideas within modern sociological frameworks. The following sections will
provide a comprehensive overview of Herbert Spencer’s sociology development, its key concepts,
and its impact on the study of society.

Herbert Spencer: Background and Intellectual Context

Core Principles of Herbert Spencer’s Sociological Theory

Social Evolution and the Development of Societies

Spencer’s Influence on Sociology and Social Science

Critiques and Contemporary Perspectives on Spencer’s Work

Herbert Spencer: Background and Intellectual Context
Herbert Spencer was a 19th-century English philosopher and sociologist whose work laid
foundational stones for the development of sociology. Born in 1820, Spencer was deeply influenced
by the scientific advancements of his time, particularly Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution.
However, Spencer developed his own version of evolutionary theory as it applied to societies rather
than biology. His intellectual context was marked by the rise of industrialization, social change, and
the search for scientific principles to explain human behavior and social order.

Spencer’s approach was interdisciplinary, integrating philosophy, biology, and sociology. His belief
in progress and the natural order of society shaped his sociological analysis, positioning him as one
of the earliest proponents of what would later be called social Darwinism, although his views were
more nuanced than commonly portrayed.

Core Principles of Herbert Spencer’s Sociological
Theory
At the heart of Herbert Spencer’s sociology development are several core principles that define his
theoretical framework. These principles aimed to explain how societies grow and maintain order
through natural processes analogous to those found in biological organisms.



Society as an Organism
Spencer famously compared society to a living organism, arguing that just as biological organisms
evolve and adapt, societies undergo similar processes of differentiation and integration. This organic
analogy suggested that social institutions function like organs, each contributing to the survival and
stability of the whole society.

Evolutionary Progress
Spencer’s concept of evolutionary progress described societies as moving from simple,
homogeneous forms to complex, heterogeneous ones. This progression involved increasing
specialization of social roles and institutions, which enhanced social efficiency and cohesion.

The Principle of “Survival of the Fittest”
Although originally coined by Spencer rather than Darwin, the phrase “survival of the fittest”
encapsulates his view that social and economic competition drives societal improvement. Spencer
believed that through natural competition, stronger social structures and individuals would prevail,
leading to overall social advancement.

Social Evolution and the Development of Societies
Herbert Spencer’s sociology development is best understood through his theory of social evolution,
which describes how societies develop over time based on adaptive and evolutionary principles.

Stages of Social Evolution
Spencer outlined several stages through which societies evolve:

Militant Societies: Characterized by strict control, centralized authority, and emphasis on
defense and conquest.

Industrial Societies: Marked by voluntary cooperation, economic production, and individual
freedom.

This classification illustrates the shift from rigid, hierarchical societies to more flexible, cooperative
social systems. Spencer argued that industrial societies represent a more advanced stage of social
development.

Role of Individual and Society
In Spencer’s view, the relationship between individuals and society is dynamic and reciprocal.
Individuals contribute to societal evolution through their actions and innovations, while society



provides the structural framework within which individuals operate. This interplay is essential for
understanding social progress and development.

Social Institutions and Differentiation
Spencer emphasized the increasing differentiation and specialization of social institutions as a
hallmark of advanced societies. Political, economic, religious, and educational institutions become
more distinct and complex, reflecting the needs of a developing social organism.

Spencer’s Influence on Sociology and Social Science
Herbert Spencer’s sociology development contributed significantly to the establishment of sociology
as a scientific discipline. His theories impacted various aspects of social science and inspired
subsequent sociologists to explore social evolution and structure.

Foundation for Functionalism
Spencer’s organic analogy influenced the development of functionalist theory, which views society
as a system of interrelated parts working together to maintain stability and order. Later sociologists,
such as Emile Durkheim and Talcott Parsons, built on Spencer’s ideas to develop functionalist
perspectives.

Impact on Social Darwinism
Although controversial, Spencer’s ideas about competition and “survival of the fittest” shaped social
Darwinism, a framework used to justify various social policies and ideologies in the late 19th and
early 20th centuries. His work sparked debates about the role of government intervention and social
welfare.

Contributions to Methodological Approaches
Spencer advocated for a scientific approach to studying society, emphasizing empirical observation
and comparative analysis. His commitment to systematic study helped legitimize sociology as an
academic discipline.

Critiques and Contemporary Perspectives on Spencer’s
Work
Despite his substantial influence, Herbert Spencer’s sociology development has faced significant
critiques from later scholars. Many of his ideas, particularly those related to social Darwinism, have
been challenged on ethical and empirical grounds.



Criticism of Social Darwinism
Critics argue that Spencer’s application of biological evolution to social contexts oversimplifies
complex social phenomena and can justify inequality and discrimination. The concept of “survival of
the fittest” has been misused to support laissez-faire policies and social neglect.

Limitations of the Organic Analogy
The analogy of society as an organism has been criticized for ignoring social conflict, power
dynamics, and cultural diversity. Modern sociologists emphasize the importance of conflict theory
and symbolic interactionism as complementary perspectives.

Relevance in Modern Sociology
While some of Spencer’s ideas are outdated, his emphasis on social evolution and systemic analysis
remains relevant. Contemporary sociologists continue to explore social change and development,
often integrating and refining Spencer’s foundational concepts within more nuanced frameworks.

Recognition of the evolutionary processes in social change.1.

Understanding the complexity and differentiation of social institutions.2.

Appreciation for interdisciplinary methods in sociology.3.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Herbert Spencer and what is his significance in
sociology?
Herbert Spencer was a 19th-century English philosopher and sociologist known for applying
evolutionary theory to sociology. He is significant for his development of social Darwinism and his
contributions to the understanding of society as an organism.

What is Herbert Spencer's theory of social evolution?
Herbert Spencer's theory of social evolution posits that societies evolve from simple to complex
forms, analogous to biological organisms, through a process of differentiation and integration, where
social structures become more specialized and interdependent over time.

How did Herbert Spencer influence the development of



sociology as a discipline?
Herbert Spencer influenced sociology by introducing the concept of society as a living organism and
emphasizing the importance of studying social structures and functions. His evolutionary
perspective helped shape early sociological theories about social change and development.

What is the concept of 'survival of the fittest' in Herbert
Spencer's sociology?
'Survival of the fittest,' a phrase coined by Herbert Spencer, refers to the idea that in society, as in
nature, only the strongest or most adaptable individuals or groups survive and prosper, which he
used to explain social progress and competition.

How did Herbert Spencer's ideas contribute to social
Darwinism?
Herbert Spencer's application of evolutionary theory to society laid the groundwork for social
Darwinism, a belief that social inequalities and hierarchies are natural outcomes of competition and
survival, often used to justify laissez-faire policies and social inequalities.

What role did Herbert Spencer assign to government in social
development?
Herbert Spencer advocated for minimal government intervention in social affairs, believing that
societies naturally evolve better without interference, and that social progress results from
individuals' freedom to compete and adapt.

What criticisms have been made about Herbert Spencer's
sociological theories?
Critics argue that Herbert Spencer's theories are overly deterministic, justify social inequalities, and
neglect the role of social structures and power dynamics. His social Darwinism has been criticized
for promoting elitism and ignoring social justice.

How did Herbert Spencer's concept of society as an organism
influence later sociological thought?
Spencer's organismic analogy influenced functionalist perspectives in sociology, where society is
seen as a system of interrelated parts working together to maintain stability and order, inspiring
theorists like Emile Durkheim.

In what ways did Herbert Spencer's ideas reflect the historical
context of the 19th century?
Spencer's ideas reflected the 19th-century emphasis on evolution, industrialization, and laissez-faire
economics, mirroring contemporary beliefs in progress, competition, and individualism prevalent
during the Victorian era.



Are Herbert Spencer's theories still relevant in contemporary
sociology?
While some of Spencer's ideas, such as social Darwinism, are largely discredited, his contributions to
the development of sociological theory and the analogy of society as an organism remain influential,
particularly in understanding social systems and functionalism.

Additional Resources
1. Herbert Spencer and the Evolution of Sociology
This book explores Herbert Spencer's foundational contributions to sociology, focusing on his theory
of social evolution. It examines how Spencer applied biological principles to social development and
the impact of his ideas on later sociological thought. The text provides a comprehensive overview of
his major works and their relevance today.

2. The Social Organism: Herbert Spencer’s Model of Society
Delving into Spencer’s analogy of society as a living organism, this book analyzes how he perceived
social structures and functions. It explains the interconnectedness of social institutions and the
organic nature of social change. Readers gain insight into Spencer’s influence on structural
functionalism in sociology.

3. Evolutionary Sociology: Herbert Spencer’s Legacy
This volume traces the evolution of sociological theory through the lens of Spencer’s evolutionary
ideas. It discusses how his concept of adaptation and survival influenced the development of
sociological methodologies and perspectives. The book situates Spencer within the broader history
of social theory.

4. Herbert Spencer and Social Progress
Focusing on Spencer’s views on social progress and development, this book critiques and
contextualizes his belief in the inevitability of societal improvement. It evaluates the strengths and
limitations of his optimistic outlook in light of modern social realities. The author also addresses
Spencer’s impact on social policy debates.

5. The Philosophy of Herbert Spencer: Sociology and Beyond
This text offers an in-depth analysis of Spencer’s philosophical underpinnings and their application
to sociology. It covers his ideas on individualism, social order, and the role of government in social
evolution. The book serves as a bridge between Spencer’s philosophical and sociological
contributions.

6. Herbert Spencer’s Sociology: Principles and Problems
A critical examination of the core principles that define Spencer’s sociological approach, this book
outlines his theory of social statics and dynamics. It discusses the challenges and controversies
surrounding his work, including debates on determinism and social Darwinism. The author provides
a balanced perspective on his theoretical framework.

7. Social Evolution and Herbert Spencer’s Influence on Modern Sociology
This work investigates how Spencer’s ideas on social evolution have shaped contemporary
sociological theories. It highlights the continuity and divergence between Spencer’s concepts and
current approaches to social change. The book also considers the relevance of evolutionary sociology



in today’s globalized world.

8. Herbert Spencer: Pioneer of Functionalism and Social Theory
Highlighting Spencer’s role as a forerunner of functionalist theory, this book examines his
contributions to understanding social order and cohesion. It details how his ideas laid the
groundwork for later sociologists such as Talcott Parsons. The text provides historical context and
critical analysis of Spencer’s theories.

9. The Development of Sociology Through Herbert Spencer’s Lens
This comprehensive study traces the development of sociology with a focus on Spencer’s influence
on its early formation. It covers key themes such as social adaptation, differentiation, and
integration. The book also explores how Spencer’s work continues to inspire sociological research
and theory building.
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  herbert spencer sociology development: Herbert Spencer's Sociology Jay Rumney,
2017-07-12 The republication of this book is eminently fitting at this time. Jay Rumney's Herbert
Spencer's Sociology first appeared in 1937. In that year Talcott Parsons, citing Crane Brinton,
declared: Spencer is dead. But who killed him and how? It was the thesis of Parsons' famous The
Structure of Social Action that the evolution of scientific theory had put an end to Spencer. For more
than a generation the man whose name had been synonymous with sociology was, or so it seemed,
repressed and forgotten.
  herbert spencer sociology development: Herbert Spencer John Offer, 2000 This set traces
Herbert Spencer's influence, from his contemporaries to the present day. Contributions come from
across the social science disciplines and are often taken from sources which are difficult to access.
  herbert spencer sociology development: The Principles of Sociology Herbert Spencer,
2010 Herbert Spencer sought to unify all of the sciences and ethics under a common set of
theoretical principles loosely derived from the physics of his time and outlined in First Principles
(1862). The Principles of Sociology was a later work in Spencer's grand scheme, with the first
installments appearing in 1874 and continuing until 1896. The re-issue of the complete volumes of
this great work will stimulate renewed interest in Spencer's sociology, not just as an historical
curiosity, but as a body of work that can still inform sociology. Indeed, at a time when it seems
sociology has mined its classics for all the gold they contain, Spencer's work provides a mother lode
of new treasures. Sociologists and others will be surprised at the profound insights they will find in
The Principles of Sociology.This complete three volume set of The Principles is divided into eight
Parts. Part I sets up the approach for the rest of the volumes. Here, Spencer distinguishes the
inorganic, organic, and superorganic realms of the universe, with the most important comparison
being the differences between the organic and superorganic. The most well-known sections appear
in Part II on The Introductions of Sociology where the similarities and differences between
superorganic and organic bodies are introduced. However, there is much more to Part II because
here the basic theory is developed, which still informs contemporary sociology. Approximately two
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thirds of The Principles of Sociology is dedicated to analysis of human institutional systems. In these
pages, which comprise Parts III-VIII of The Principles, Spencer mobilizes even more data to develop
specific principles about the operation of institutional systems.The Principles of Sociology is filled
with insights and still worthwhile principles on the dynamics of human organization. Portrayals of
Spencer as a naive functionalist and advocate of laissez-faire are inaccurate and unfair, as these
volumes demonstrate. Spencer presents us with a set of principles about the operation of human
societies. This book will be essential to sociologists, and others professionally interested in social
science theory and the history of ideas.
  herbert spencer sociology development: Principles of Sociology Herbert Spencer,
2015-10-21 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact,
and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright
references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries
around the world), and other notations in the work.This work is in the public domain in the United
States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and
distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As
a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures,
errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be
preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of
the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive
and relevant.
  herbert spencer sociology development: Essays Herbert Spencer, 2022-11-13 Herbert
Spencer's Essays is a profound exploration of philosophical and sociological themes that interrogate
the development of human society and thought. Characterized by Spencer's distinctly analytic prose
and a systematic approach to complex ideas, this collection melds his pioneering ideas on evolution,
education, and ethics, situating them within the broader intellectual currents of the 19th century.
Spencer's essays serve not only as a critique of existing social doctrines but also as a call to embrace
progress and individualism, reflecting the Victorian era's tension between industrial advancement
and moral philosophy. Herbert Spencer, known for his application of evolutionary theory to the study
of society, was influenced deeply by the intellectual climate of his time, including the works of
Charles Darwin. His background in natural sciences, combined with an interest in social reform, led
Spencer to conceive of society as an organism, undergoing evolutionary changes akin to the
biological world. This unique perspective shaped his thought processes and underscored the essays
in this volume, showcasing his commitment to applying scientific principles to social constructs.
Essays is an essential read for anyone seeking to understand the roots of modern sociology and the
philosophical underpinnings of social evolution. Spencer's incisive arguments and innovative
concepts invite readers to reflect critically on contemporary societal issues, making this collection
both timely and timeless.
  herbert spencer sociology development: Herbert Spencer John Offer, 2000 This set traces
Herbert Spencer's influence, from his contemporaries to the present day. Contributions come from
across the social science disciplines and are often taken from sources which are difficult to access.
  herbert spencer sociology development: Herbert Spencer and the Invention of Modern Life
Mark Francis, 2014-12-23 The English philosopher Herbert Spencer (1820 - 1903) was a colossus of
the Victorian age. His works ranked alongside those of Darwin and Marx in the development of
disciplines as wide ranging as sociology, anthropology, political theory, philosophy and psychology.
In this acclaimed study of Spencer, the first for over thirty years and now available in paperback,
Mark Francis provides an authoritative and meticulously researched intellectual biography of this
remarkable man that dispels the plethora of misinformation surrounding Spencer and shines new
light on the broader cultural history of the nineteenth century. In this major study of Spencer, the
first for over thirty years, Mark Francis provides an authoritative and meticulously researched
intellectual biography of this remarkable man. Using archival material and contemporary printed



sources, Francis creates a fascinating portrait of a human being whose philosophical and scientific
system was a unique attempt to explain modern life in all its biological, psychological and
sociological forms. Herbert Spencer and the Invention of Modern Life fills what is perhaps the last
big biographical gap in Victorian history. An exceptional work of scholarship it not only dispels the
plethora of misinformation surrounding Spencer but shines new light on the broader cultural history
of the nineteenth century. Elegantly written, provocative and rich in insight it will be required
reading for all students of the period.
  herbert spencer sociology development: Herbert Spencer J Arthur Thomson, 2025 Herbert
Spencer by J. Arthur Thomson is a biographical work exploring the life and intellectual development
of Herbert Spencer, a key figure in the development of evolutionary theory and sociology. The book
examines Spencer's early life, particularly the influence of his family on his intellectual growth, and
his aversion to conventional education. Raised in a nonconformist environment, Spencer was
encouraged to explore the natural sciences, which later formed the basis of his philosophical and
scientific contributions. The narrative explores how his upbringing and personal experiences shaped
his thoughts on heredity, nurture, and the evolution of life. As he navigated a life of both personal
challenges and intellectual exploration, Spencer's ideas evolved, focusing on the unity of science and
the development of life. The biography sheds light on his early struggles and his eventual
contributions to philosophy, highlighting how his upbringing and natural inclinations influenced his
groundbreaking work. The work sets the stage for understanding Spencer s broader philosophical
influence, particularly in the areas of sociology and evolutionary theory.
  herbert spencer sociology development: The Principles of Sociology, Volume 3 Herbert
Spencer, 2015-10-21 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is
part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original
artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original
copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most
important libraries around the world), and other notations in the work.This work is in the public
domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you
may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the
body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred
pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important
enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your
support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this
knowledge alive and relevant.
  herbert spencer sociology development: The Principles of Sociology, Volume 2, Part 1
Herbert Spencer, 2015-09-08 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important,
and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the
original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the
original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most
important libraries around the world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the public
domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you
may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the
body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred
pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important
enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your
support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this
knowledge alive and relevant.
  herbert spencer sociology development: The Evolution of Society Herbert Spencer, 1967
  herbert spencer sociology development: Herbert Spencer and Social Theory J. Offer,
2010-10-20 Herbert Spencer remains a significant but poorly understood figure in 19th century
intellectual life. His ideas on evolution ranged across the natural sciences and philosophy, and he
pioneered new ideas in psychology and sociology. This book comprehensively examines his work and



strips away common misconceptions about his sociology.
  herbert spencer sociology development: Sociology for B.A. Students Semester I:
Fundamental Sociology and Introduction to Sociology ( NEP 2020 � Jammu) C N Shankar Rao, The
book has been written to meet the needs of B.A first semester students of Sociology for the
University of Jammu under the recommended National Education Policy 2020. It comprehensively
covers the syllabus of both major and minor courses, namely Fundamental Sociology and
Introduction to Sociology. This book has been divided into four units, comprising of eight chapters.
Important fundamental concepts of sociology like, genesis of sociology, sociological perspectives:
macro & micro and social institutions including its types & function have been aptly discussed. The
book contains simple, lucid and precise explanation of the topics so that it becomes students
friendly. This textbook can also be useful for students of sociology studying at the undergraduate
level in all the other universities across India.
  herbert spencer sociology development: Managing Development in a Global Context O.
Dwivedi, R. Khator, J. Nef, 2007-04-03 Managing Development in a Global Context examines the
complex relationship between management, development and globalization from a multidimensional
perspective. Key authors in the field explore the historical record, the current global, characteristics
of present developmental and managerial dilemmas, and possible future scenarios.
  herbert spencer sociology development: Classical Theorists in the Social Sciences Dejo
Abdulrahman, 2023-05-05 This book is a useful companion to every social science student who
desires an understanding of classical theoretical developments in and evolution of the disciplines.
  herbert spencer sociology development: George Eliot and Herbert Spencer Nancy L.
Paxton, 2014-07-14 This analysis of the writings of two major Victorian intellectuals examines the
crucial place of gender in the larger Victorian debate about nature, religion, and evolutionary
theory. Demonstrating the primacy of Herbert Spencer's influence on George Eliot's thought, Nancy
Paxton discloses the continuous dialogue between this profoundly learned novelist and one of the
most formidable and influential scientific authorities of her time. Using rarely cited first editions of
Spencer's published works, Paxton reveals that Eliot and Spencer initially agreed in supporting
several of the goals of early Victorian feminism when they met in 1851. Paxton surveys all of
Spencer's writing to show when and why he repudiated his early feminism and demonstrates Eliot's
determined resistance to the most conservative tendencies of evolutionary theory in her
representation of female sexuality, motherhood, feminist ambition, and desire. In comparing Eliot's
and Spencer's evolutionary reconstruction of gender, the book draws on a wide variety of
biographical, literary, and critical texts and on interdisciplinary scholarship about the relation
between scientific and literary discourse in the nineteenth century. By thus reassessing Eliot's
contribution to feminist thought, it presents a revolutionary reading of her novels which is informed
by contemporary feminist criticism and the new historicism. This is an important book because of
the questions it raises, the issues it covers, and the illumination it brings to Eliot and Spencer and to
crucial problems in the nineteenth century: Paxton looks at the ways scientific data get turned into
arguments about the nature of women in society, about women and education, about women and
sexuality. This work shows how truly current Eliot's novels are, no matter what their setting.--Barry
Qualls, Rutgers University Originally published in 1991. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the
latest print-on-demand technology to again make available previously out-of-print books from the
distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of
these important books while presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal
of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in
the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
  herbert spencer sociology development: The Principles of Sociology; Volume 1 Herbert
Spencer, 2023-07-18 One of the most influential thinkers of the 19th century, Herbert Spencer was a
proponent of Social Darwinism and a pioneer in the field of sociology. First published in 1876, 'The
Principles of Sociology' is a massive work that attempts to apply evolutionary theory to the study of
human society. Spencer covers topics such as the origins of society, the division of labor, and the



development of religion, among others. This book is a key text in the history of sociology and is still
widely read today. This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part
of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United
States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and
distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.
Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced,
and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process,
and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
  herbert spencer sociology development: Handbook of Social Theory George Ritzer, Barry
Smart, 2003-07-26 The 'Handbook of Social Theory' presents an authoritative and panoramic critical
survey of the development, achievement and prospects of social theory.
  herbert spencer sociology development: Handbook on Evolution and Society Alexandra
Maryanski, Richard Machalek, Jonathan H. Turner, 2015-11-17 Handbook on Evolution and Society
brings together original chapters by prominent scholars who have been instrumental in the revival
of evolutionary theorizing and research in the social sciences over the last twenty-five years.
Previously unpublished essays provide up-to-date, critical surveys of recent research and key
debates. The contributors discuss early challenges posed by sociobiology, the rise of evolutionary
psychology, the more conflicted response of evolutionary sociology to sociobiology, and evolutionary
psychology. Chapters address the application and limitations of Darwinian ideas in the social
sciences. Prominent authors come from a variety of disciplines in ecology, biology, primatology,
psychology, sociology, and the humanities. The most comprehensive resource available, this vital
collection demonstrates to scholars and students the new ways in which evolutionary approaches,
ultimately derived from biology, are influencing the diverse social sciences and humanities.
  herbert spencer sociology development: The Human Mind James Sully, 1892
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