harvest of empire book

harvest of empire book offers a comprehensive exploration of the historical, political,
and social forces that have shaped Latin American immigration to the United States. This
seminal work delves into the roots of migration patterns, emphasizing the impact of U.S.
foreign policy and economic interests in the region. Through detailed analysis and insightful
narratives, the book highlights how imperialism, interventionism, and economic exploitation
have contributed to waves of migration. It also sheds light on the lived experiences of
immigrants and the broader implications for American society. This article will provide an
in-depth overview of the harvest of empire book, discussing its themes, historical context,
author background, and the book’s significance in contemporary discussions on
immigration. The following sections will guide readers through the key aspects and
enduring relevance of this influential work.
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Overview of the Harvest of Empire Book

The harvest of empire book presents a detailed historical account of Latin American
immigration to the United States, focusing on the causative role of U.S. imperialism. It
traces the roots of migration through political interventions, economic policies, and military
actions in countries such as Mexico, Puerto Rico, Cuba, the Dominican Republic, and Central
America. The book combines historical data with personal stories, providing a
multidimensional view of immigration. Readers gain an understanding of how U.S. actions
abroad have created conditions that drive migration northward, challenging simplistic
narratives about immigration.

Structure and Content

The book is organized chronologically and thematically, covering major periods of U.S.-Latin
American relations and their impact on migration. Chapters often begin with historical
background, followed by case studies of specific countries and migration waves. The
narrative integrates political history with economic analysis and social commentary, making
it accessible to both academic and general audiences. The inclusion of firsthand accounts



enriches the historical framework, offering a human dimension to the complex subject.

Purpose and Audience

Designed to educate and inform, the harvest of empire book targets policymakers,
scholars, students, and readers interested in immigration and Latin American history. Its
goal is to clarify the interconnectedness of U.S. foreign policy and migration, countering
misconceptions that immigration is solely a result of internal factors in Latin American
countries. By presenting evidence-based arguments, the book encourages more nuanced
and informed discussions about immigration policy and reform.

Historical Context and Themes

The historical context in the harvest of empire book is essential to understanding its
message. The book situates Latin American immigration within a larger narrative of U.S.
expansionism and intervention throughout the 19th and 20th centuries. Key themes include
imperialism, economic exploitation, political destabilization, and migration as a
consequence of these forces.

U.S. Imperialism and Intervention

The book examines U.S. military interventions, support for dictatorships, and economic
dominance in Latin America, illustrating how these actions disrupted local economies and
societies. Examples include the Mexican-American War, the Spanish-American War, and the
various invasions and occupations in Central America and the Caribbean. These events
often precipitated displacement and emigration.

Economic Policies and Migration Drivers

Economic factors such as land dispossession, labor exploitation, and trade policies are
analyzed as drivers of migration. The harvest of empire book explains how multinational
corporations and U.S.-backed economic reforms undermined traditional livelihoods,
prompting many to seek opportunities in the United States. This theme highlights the role
of economic imperialism in creating migratory pressures.

Social and Political Impact

The book also addresses the social consequences of migration, including identity formation,
community development, and cultural exchange. It discusses how migrants maintain ties to
their home countries while adapting to life in the U.S., shaping both societies in the process.
Political struggles related to immigration rights and representation are also explored.



Author Background and Perspective

The harvest of empire book was authored by Juan Gonzéalez, a renowned journalist and
scholar specializing in Latino studies and U.S.-Latin American relations. His expertise and
journalistic experience provide a well-informed, credible perspective on the subject matter.
Gonzalez's background contributes to the book’s depth and authenticity.

Professional Experience

Juan Gonzélez has worked extensively in media and academia, focusing on issues affecting
Latino communities. His career includes investigative reporting and commentary on
immigration, politics, and social justice. This experience informs the analytical rigor and
empathetic storytelling found in the harvest of empire book.

Analytical Approach

Gonzalez employs a multidisciplinary approach, integrating history, political science,
economics, and sociology. This comprehensive method allows the book to address the
complexities of migration beyond simplistic explanations. The author’s critical stance
toward U.S. policy reflects a commitment to uncovering the root causes of immigration
challenges.

Impact on Immigration Discourse

The harvest of empire book has significantly influenced public and academic conversations
about immigration. By linking historical U.S. actions to contemporary migration patterns, it
challenges dominant narratives that often blame immigrants for economic or social
problems without acknowledging external causes.

Raising Awareness

The book has raised awareness about the historical context of immigration, helping readers
and policymakers understand the long-term effects of U.S. foreign policy. It underscores the
importance of considering international factors when crafting immigration laws and
reforms.

Educational Influence

Many universities and schools incorporate the harvest of empire book into curricula related
to immigration studies, Latin American history, and political science. Its accessible
language and thorough research make it a valuable educational resource.



Critical Reception and Academic Use

The harvest of empire book has received widespread acclaim for its scholarship, clarity, and
relevance. Critics praise its ability to illuminate complex historical dynamics and humanize
the migration experience. It is frequently cited in academic research and policy analyses.

Scholarly Reviews

Academic reviews highlight the book’s comprehensive approach and use of primary
sources. Scholars appreciate its challenge to conventional immigration narratives and its
contribution to understanding the geopolitical dimensions of migration.

Use in Policy Debates

The book’s insights have informed debates on immigration policy, offering evidence to
support arguments for more humane and historically informed approaches. Advocates for
immigrant rights often reference the book to contextualize migration within broader
systemic issues.

Key Takeaways and Legacy

The harvest of empire book remains a foundational text for understanding Latin American
immigration to the United States. It elucidates the direct links between U.S. interventionism
and migration, emphasizing the need for policies that address root causes rather than
symptoms.

Essential Lessons

Immigration is deeply connected to historical U.S. foreign policy in Latin America.

Economic and political disruptions caused by U.S. actions have spurred migration
waves.

Understanding migration requires a multidisciplinary perspective.

Human stories illustrate the broader impacts of imperialism and economic
exploitation.

Policies should reflect historical realities to effectively address immigration challenges.



Enduring Relevance

As immigration continues to be a critical issue in U.S. politics and society, the harvest of
empire book offers valuable context and guidance. Its legacy endures in educational
settings, public discourse, and policy formulation, contributing to a more informed and
compassionate approach to immigration.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of the book 'Harvest of Empire'?

The book 'Harvest of Empire' by Juan Gonzalez explores the history and impact of Latin
American immigration to the United States, highlighting the political and economic factors
that have driven migration.

Who is the author of 'Harvest of Empire'?

The author of 'Harvest of Empire' is Juan Gonzalez, a journalist and commentator known for
his work on Latino issues in the United States.

When was 'Harvest of Empire’ first published?

'‘Harvest of Empire' was first published in 2000.

What regions does 'Harvest of Empire' primarily discuss
in relation to immigration?

The book primarily discusses Latin American countries, including Mexico, Puerto Rico, Cuba,
the Dominican Republic, and Central America, in relation to immigration to the United
States.

Has 'Harvest of Empire' been adapted into any other
formats?

Yes, 'Harvest of Empire' was adapted into a documentary film in 2012, which further
explores the themes of the book.

What themes are explored in 'Harvest of Empire'?

'Harvest of Empire' explores themes such as U.S. foreign policy in Latin America, economic
disparity, immigration, identity, and the historical context behind Latino migration to the
u.s.

Why is 'Harvest of Empire' considered important in



Latino studies?

The book is considered important because it provides a detailed historical account of Latin
American immigration and challenges common misconceptions, offering context about the
political and economic causes of migration.

Where can | find 'Harvest of Empire' to read or watch?

'Harvest of Empire' is available as a book in print and digital formats through bookstores
and libraries, and the documentary film can be found on various streaming platforms and
educational resources.

Additional Resources

1. Harvest of Empire: A History of Latinos in America by Juan Gonzalez

This seminal work explores the historical roots of Latino immigration to the United States,
linking U.S. foreign policies in Latin America to migration patterns. Gonzéalez provides a
comprehensive overview of the social, political, and economic factors that have shaped the
Latino experience in America. The book combines historical analysis with personal
narratives to illuminate the complexities of identity and belonging.

2. Latinoamérica: The U.S. Empire and the Latin American People by Noam Chomsky
Chomsky examines the political and economic influence of the United States in Latin
America, highlighting how interventionist policies have affected the region's development
and migration. The book offers a critical perspective on U.S. foreign policy and its
consequences for Latin American societies. It complements the themes explored in Harvest
of Empire by providing a deeper geopolitical context.

3. The Devil’s Highway: A True Story by Luis Alberto Urrea

This nonfiction narrative recounts the harrowing journey of a group of Mexican migrants
who attempt to cross the U.S.-Mexico border through the deadly Arizona desert. Urrea’s
vivid storytelling humanizes the struggles and dangers faced by migrants, emphasizing the
desperation fueled by economic and political conditions. The book provides a poignant
companion to the broader historical analysis found in Harvest of Empire.

4. Crossing Over: A Mexican Family on the Migrant Trail by Rubén Martinez

Martinez offers a personal and journalistic account of the experiences of Mexican migrants
traveling to the United States. The book explores the motivations behind migration, the
hardships endured during the journey, and the impact on families left behind. It adds a
human dimension to the structural issues outlined in Harvest of Empire.

5. Borderlands/La Frontera: The New Mestiza by Gloria E. AnzaldUa

Anzaldua’s classic work blends poetry, history, and cultural criticism to explore identity and
hybridity along the U.S.-Mexico border. The book delves into the complexities of border
culture, language, and the experience of living between worlds. It complements the
historical and political insights of Harvest of Empire by offering a nuanced cultural
perspective.

6. Behind the Beautiful Forevers: Life, Death, and Hope in a Mumbai Undercity by Katherine



Boo

Though focused on a slum in Mumbai, this investigative narrative reveals global themes of
poverty, migration, and inequality that resonate with the experiences of immigrants in the
Americas. Boo’s intimate portrayal of individuals striving for better lives parallels the
struggles documented in Harvest of Empire. The book broadens the conversation about
migration and social justice in a global context.

7. Undocumented: How Immigration Became lllegal by Aviva Chomsky

Chomsky traces the historical and political processes that have criminalized immigration in
the United States. By examining laws, policies, and societal attitudes, the book sheds light
on the construction of illegality and its implications for immigrants. It provides a critical
framework for understanding the legal and social challenges discussed in Harvest of
Empire.

8. Enrique’s Journey: The Story of a Boy’s Dangerous Odyssey to Reunite with His Mother by
Sonia Nazario

This gripping true story follows a Honduran boy who undertakes a perilous trek through
Mexico to join his mother in the United States. Nazario highlights the human costs of
immigration policies and the resilience of migrants facing extreme adversity. The book
offers a moving narrative that complements the broader historical themes in Harvest of
Empire.

9. The Line Becomes a River: Dispatches from the Border by Francisco Cantu

Cantud, a former U.S. Border Patrol agent, provides an insider’s perspective on the
complexities and moral dilemmas of border enforcement. The memoir explores the human
stories behind immigration statistics and policies, revealing the nuanced realities of the
borderlands. This book deepens the understanding of the border’s role in the immigrant
experience described in Harvest of Empire.
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Find other PDF articles:
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harvest of empire book: Harvest of Empire Juan Gonzalez, 2001 Spanning 500 years of
Hispanic history, from the first New World colonies to the 19th century westward expansion in
America, this narrative features family portraits of real-life immigrants along with sketches of the
political events and social conditions that compelled them to leave their homeland.

harvest of empire book: Harvest of Empire Juan Gonzalez, 2022-06-14 A sweeping history of
the Latino experience in the United States- thoroughly revised and updated. The first new edition in
ten years of this important study of Latinos in U.S. history, Harvest of Empire spans five
centuries-from the first New World colonies to the first decade of the new millennium. Latinos are
now the largest minority group in the United States, and their impact on American popular
culture-from food to entertainment to literature-is greater than ever. Featuring family portraits of
real- life immigrant Latino pioneers, as well as accounts of the events and conditions that compelled
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them to leave their homelands, Harvest of Empire is required reading for anyone wishing to
understand the history and legacy of this increasingly influential group.

harvest of empire book: HARVEST OF EMPIRE. JUAN. GONZALEZ, 2013

harvest of empire book: Study Guide Supersummary, 2019-09-09 SuperSummary, a modern
alternative to SparkNotes and CliffsNotes, offers high-quality study guides for challenging works of
literature. This 79-page guide for Harvest Of Empire by Juan Gonzalez includes detailed chapter
summaries and analysis covering 14 chapters, as well as several more in-depth sections of
expert-written literary analysis. Featured content includes commentary on major characters, 25
important quotes, essay topics, and key themes like Dueling Narratives: The American Dream and
the American Nightmare and The Us/Them Dichotomy.

harvest of empire book: Telling Migrant Stories Esteban E. Loustaunau, Lauren E. Shaw,
2021-11-02 This book is a collection of edited theoretical essays on the power of contemporary
documentary film to voice the social agency of Latin American immigrants to the United States and
Europe, and to reveal some of the global systemic conditions that generate mass migrations and lead
to the dehumanization of undocumented immigrants. Linking the function of documentary to
represent immigrants as performing agents whose voices generally are not heard publicly, this
volume also features interviews with prominent documentarians whose films and videos respond to
conditions of migration from a variety of perspectives.

harvest of empire book: An African American and Latinx History of the United States Paul
Ortiz, 2018-01-30 An intersectional history of the shared struggle for African American and Latinx
civil rights Spanning more than two hundred years, An African American and Latinx History of the
United States is a revolutionary, politically charged narrative history, arguing that the “Global
South” was crucial to the development of America as we know it. Scholar and activist Paul Ortiz
challenges the notion of westward progress as exalted by widely taught formulations like “manifest
destiny” and “Jacksonian democracy,” and shows how placing African American, Latinx, and
Indigenous voices unapologetically front and center transforms US history into one of the working
class organizing against imperialism. Drawing on rich narratives and primary source documents,
Ortiz links racial segregation in the Southwest and the rise and violent fall of a powerful tradition of
Mexican labor organizing in the twentieth century, to May 1, 2006, known as International Workers’
Day, when migrant laborers—Chicana/os, Afrocubanos, and immigrants from every continent on
earth—united in resistance on the first “Day Without Immigrants.” As African American civil rights
activists fought Jim Crow laws and Mexican labor organizers warred against the suffocating grip of
capitalism, Black and Spanish-language newspapers, abolitionists, and Latin American
revolutionaries coalesced around movements built between people from the United States and
people from Central America and the Caribbean. In stark contrast to the resurgence of “America
First” rhetoric, Black and Latinx intellectuals and organizers today have historically urged the
United States to build bridges of solidarity with the nations of the Americas. Incisive and timely, this
bottom-up history, told from the interconnected vantage points of Latinx and African Americans,
reveals the radically different ways that people of the diaspora have addressed issues still plaguing
the United States today, and it offers a way forward in the continued struggle for universal civil
rights. 2018 Winner of the PEN Oakland/Josephine Miles Literary Award

harvest of empire book: Hispanic Engineer & IT , 2011 Hispanic Engineer & Information
Technology is a publication devoted to science and technology and to promoting opportunities in
those fields for Hispanic Americans.

harvest of empire book: Theology without Borders William A. Dyrness, Oscar
Garcia-Johnson, 2015-11-24 Global theology represents one of the most important trends in theology
today. What does it mean to do theology in a global context? How can Christian theology be
understood as a conversation between different parts of the world and various streams of Christian
history? This concise introduction explores the major issues involved in rethinking theology in light
of the explosion of world Christianity. Combining the voices of a Western and a non-Western
theologian, it integrates Western theological tradition with emerging global perspectives. This work




will be of interest to theology and missiology students as well as church leaders and readers
interested in the changing face of world Christianity.

harvest of empire book: Dismantling the Racism Machine Karen Gaffney, 2017-11-13 While
scholars have been developing valuable research on race and racism for decades, this work does not
often reach the beginning college student or the general public, who rarely learn a basic history of
race and racism. If we are to dismantle systemic racism and create a more just society, people need
a place to begin. This accessible, introductory, and interdisciplinary guide can be one such place.
Grounded in critical race theory, this book uses the metaphor of the Racism Machine to highlight
that race is a social construct and that racism is a system of oppression based on invented racial
categories. It debunks the false ideology that race is biological. As a manual, this book presents
clear instructions for understanding the history of race, including whiteness, starting in colonial
America, where the elite created a hierarchy of racial categories to maintain their power through a
divide-and-conquer strategy. As a toolbox, this book provides a variety of specific action steps that
readers can take once they have developed a foundational understanding of the history of white
supremacy, a history that includes how the Racism Machine has been recalibrated to perpetuate
racism in a supposedly post-racial era.

harvest of empire book: Summary of Juan Gonzalez's Harvest of Empire Everest Media,,
2022-10-12T22:59:00Z Please note: This is a companion version & not the original book. Sample
Book Insights: #1 The arrival of European explorers to America began the most astounding and
far-reaching encounter between cultures in the history of civilization. The Latin American and Anglo
American cultures were shaped from their colonial beginnings in the 1500s to the independence
wars of the early 1800s. #2 The arrival of European explorers to America began the most
far-reaching encounter between cultures in the history of civilization. The Latin American and Anglo
American cultures were shaped from their colonial beginnings in the 1500s to the independence
wars of the early 1800s. #3 European explorers to America began the most far-reaching encounter
between cultures in the history of civilization. The Latin American and Anglo American cultures
were shaped from their colonial beginnings in the 1500s to the independence wars of the early
1800s. #4 The arrival of European explorers to America began the most far-reaching encounter
between cultures in the history of civilization. The Latin American and Anglo American cultures
were shaped from their colonial beginnings in the 1500s to the independence wars of the early
1800s.

harvest of empire book: Harvest of Empire , 2012

harvest of empire book: The Fight to Save the Town Michelle Wilde Anderson, 2022-06-21 A
sweeping and eye-opening study of wealth inequality and the dismantling of local government in four
working-class US cities that passionately argues for reinvestment in people-centered leadership and
offers “a welcome reminder of what government can accomplish if given the chance” (San Francisco
Chronicle). Decades of cuts to local government amidst rising concentrations of poverty have
wreaked havoc on communities left behind by the modern economy. Some of these discarded places
are rural. Others are big cities, small cities, or historic suburbs. Some vote blue, others red. Some
are the most diverse communities in America, while others are nearly all white, all Latino, or all
Black. All are routinely trashed by outsiders for their poverty and their politics. Mostly, their
governments are just broke. Forty years after the anti-tax revolution began protecting wealthy
taxpayers and their cities, our high-poverty cities and counties have run out of services to cut,
properties to sell, bills to defer, and risky loans to take. In this “astute and powerful vision for
improving America” (Publishers Weekly), urban law expert and author Michelle Wilde Anderson
offers unsparing, humanistic portraits of the hardships left behind in four such places. But this book
is not a eulogy or a lament. Instead, Anderson travels to four blue-collar communities that are poor,
broke, and progressing. Networks of leaders and residents in these places are facing down some of
the hardest challenges in American poverty today. In Stockton, California, locals are finding ways,
beyond the police department, to reduce gun violence and treat the trauma it leaves behind. In
Josephine County, Oregon, community leaders have enacted new taxes to support basic services in a



rural area with fiercely anti-government politics. In Lawrence, Massachusetts, leaders are figuring
out how to improve job security and wages in an era of backbreaking poverty for the working class.
And a social movement in Detroit, Michigan, is pioneering ways to stabilize low-income housing after
a wave of foreclosures and housing loss. Our smallest governments shape people’s safety, comfort,
and life chances. For decades, these governments have no longer just reflected inequality—they
have helped drive it. But it doesn’t have to be that way. Anderson shows that “if we learn to save our
towns, we will also be learning to save ourselves” (The New York Times Book Review).

harvest of empire book: The Book of Pears Joan Morgan, 2015-10-15 Winner of the Garden
Media Guild Awards Reference Book of the Year 2016, the Guild of Food Writers Food Book of the
year 2016, and the BBC Food & Farming Awards 2016 for Outstanding Achievement. Accompanied
by a beautiful and comprehensive website of the same name, this wonderfully unique book is an
indispensable and one-of-a-kind guide. It tells the story of the pear from its delightful taste and
wonderful appearance to breeding and cultivation, following the fruit’s journey through history and
around the world. Beautifully illustrated with 40 botanical watercolour paintings by Elisabeth Dowle,
The Book of Pears is the most up-to-date and comprehensive guide to the pear. Moving through
continents and cultures, Joan Morgan celebrates the pear’s long history as both a fresh and cooking
fruit. Revealing the secrets of the pear as a status symbol, some of the most celebrated fruit growers
in history, and how the pear came to be so important as an international commodity. The pear
directory, which makes up the second half of the book, covers the world’s ancient and modern
varieties, each with full tasting notes and historical, geographical and horticultural detail. A fully
illustrated version of this directory is shown on the author's website
www.thebookofpears.fruitforum.net

harvest of empire book: Latino(a) Research Review , 2002

harvest of empire book: The Statesman's Year-book , 1904

harvest of empire book: Empire of Vines Erica Hannickel, 2013-10-09 The lush,
sun-drenched vineyards of California evoke a romantic, agrarian image of winemaking, though in
reality the industry reflects American agribusiness at its most successful. Nonetheless, as author
Erica Hannickel shows, this fantasy is deeply rooted in the history of grape cultivation in America.
Empire of Vines traces the development of wine culture as grape growing expanded from New York
to the Midwest before gaining ascendancy in California—a progression that illustrates viticulture's
centrality to the nineteenth-century American projects of national expansion and the formation of a
national culture. Empire of Vines details the ways would-be gentleman farmers, ambitious
speculators, horticulturalists, and writers of all kinds deployed the animating myths of American
wine culture, including the classical myth of Bacchus, the cult of terroir, and the fantasy of pastoral
republicanism. Promoted by figures as varied as horticulturalist Andrew Jackson Downing, novelist
Charles Chesnutt, railroad baron Leland Stanford, and Cincinnati land speculator Nicholas
Longworth (known as the father of American wine), these myths naturalized claims to land for grape
cultivation and legitimated national expansion. Vineyards were simultaneously lush and controlled,
bearing fruit at once culturally refined and naturally robust, laying claim to both earthy authenticity
and social pedigree. The history of wine culture thus reveals nineteenth-century Americans'
fascination with the relationship between nature and culture.

harvest of empire book: Washington Report on the Hemisphere , 2000

harvest of empire book: The Bloodgold Queen Morgan Sylvia, 2025-09-02 ARIS WILL BURN
One Empire Rises ... Twins Stiva and Chandris zri Aris learned the rules of deadly court intrigue
long before becoming king and queen. To find her way as queen while enemies threaten from both
within and without, Stiva must become colder, more cunning, more calculated. But her biggest
challenge, and by far the most dangerous, is dealing with her twin. Chandris is determined to forge a
new empire, using the forbidden ancient science of the Elders ... a technology that destroyed their
ancestral homeworld. ... As Another Falls As Stiva realizes that her brother’s dreams of glory will
either bring Aris into a new golden age or leave it in ashes, she fights to protect the Reonih from her
twin’s lust for power. But as a new order rises and war rages through the land, she realizes she may



also have to protect herself from them. The Zhur, the supernatural elementals that walk between
worlds, seem to have their own intentions for Stiva, and the one man who stands loyally beside her,
the ice-cold assassin Khirin, may have an agenda of his own. As kingdoms fall and the stakes rise,
Stiva finds that the line between ally and enemy is covered in blood and gold.

harvest of empire book: "With One Accord," Or, The Prayer Book in the Mission-field Edith M.
E. Baring-Gould, 1899

harvest of empire book: Empire's Son, Empire's Orphan Nile Green, 2024-07-02 A rollicking
story of two literary fabulists who revealed the West’s obsession with a fabricated, exotic East. In
the highbrow literary circles of the mid-twentieth century, a father and son spread seductive
accounts of a mystical Middle East. Claiming to come from Afghanistan, Ikbal and Idries Shah
parlayed their assumed identities into careers full of drama and celebrity, writing dozens of books
that influenced the political and cultural elite. Pitching themselves as the authentic voice of the
Muslim world, they penned picaresque travelogues and exotic potboilers alongside weighty tomes on
Islam and politics. Above all, father and son told Western readers what they wanted to hear:
audacious yarns of eastern adventure and harmless Sufi mystics—myths that, as the century wore on
and the Taliban seized power, became increasingly detached from reality. Empire’s Son, Empire’s
Orphan follows the Shahs from their origins in colonial India to literary London, wartime Oxford, and
counterculture California via the Levant, the League of Nations, and Latin America. Nile Green
unravels the conspiracies and pseudonyms, fantastical pasts and self-aggrandizing anecdotes, high
stakes and bold schemes that for nearly a century painted the defining portrait of Afghanistan. Ikbal
and Idries convinced poets, spies, orientalists, diplomats, occultists, hippies, and even a prime
minister that they held the key to understanding the Islamic world. From George Orwell directing
Muslim propaganda to Robert Graves translating a fake manuscript of Omar Khayyam and Doris
Lessing supporting jihad, Green tells the fascinating tale of how the book world was beguiled by the
dream of an Afghan Shangri-La that never existed. Gambling with the currency of cultural
authenticity, Ikbal and Idries became master players of the great game of empire and its aftermath.
Part detective story, part intellectual folly, Empire’s Son, Empire’s Orphan reveals the divergence
between representation and reality, between what we want to believe and the more complex truth.
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