harry's law series

harry's law series is a compelling legal drama that captivated audiences with its unique blend of
courtroom intrigue and character-driven storytelling. Centered around Harriet Korn, a sharp-witted
lawyer who starts her own practice in a rundown shoe store, the series explores complex legal cases
intertwined with personal and ethical dilemmas. This article delves into the various aspects of harry's
law series, including its plot, characters, production details, and overall impact on the legal drama
genre. By examining its themes, cast performances, and critical reception, readers can gain a
comprehensive understanding of why the show remains notable in television history. Additionally, the
article highlights the series’ unique approach to legal storytelling and its influence on subsequent legal
dramas. The following sections provide an in-depth look at harry's law series from multiple

perspectives.
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Overview of Harry's Law Series

Harry's Law series is an American legal dramedy that originally aired on NBC. Created by David E.

Kelley, the show debuted in 2011 and ran for two seasons, offering a fresh take on the traditional legal



drama format. The series is notable for its focus on unconventional legal cases and its protagonist’s
unorthodox approach to law practice. Set in Cincinnati, Ohio, the show's environment contributes to the
gritty yet humorous tone that defines the series. The blend of legal issues and character-driven stories

sets harry's law series apart from typical courtroom dramas.

Series Premise

The premise of harry's law series revolves around Harriet "Harry" Korn, a former patent lawyer who,
after losing her job at a prestigious law firm, opens a practice in a dilapidated shoe store. The series
follows her as she takes on a variety of cases, often defending clients overlooked by larger firms. The
show's unique setting and Harry's distinctive personality create an engaging backdrop for exploring

social justice issues and moral complexities within the legal system.

Broadcast History

Harry's law series premiered on January 17, 2011, on NBC. Despite initial mixed reviews, the show
gained a solid fan base due to its charismatic lead and quirky storytelling style. It ran for two seasons
before concluding in May 2012. The series' run, though relatively short, left a lasting impression on

viewers and critics alike for its innovative narrative and character development.

Main Characters and Cast

The success of harry's law series is largely attributed to its strong ensemble cast and well-drawn
characters. The lead role is portrayed by Kathy Bates, whose performance as Harriet Korn earned
widespread acclaim. The supporting cast includes a diverse group of characters who bring depth and

variety to the show's narrative.



Harriet "Harry" Korn

Kathy Bates stars as Harriet Korn, the titular character whose sharp intellect and unyielding sense of
justice drive the series. Harry is portrayed as a resilient and witty lawyer who challenges conventional
legal practices. Her character combines toughness with compassion, making her both a formidable

advocate in court and a relatable figure outside of it.

Supporting Characters

Key supporting roles include:

¢ Malcolm Davies, a former lawyer and Harry's loyal assistant who provides both comic relief and

legal expertise.

e Adam Branch, a young and ambitious lawyer who represents the new generation within the firm.

¢ Jenna Backstrom, an eager and idealistic lawyer whose interactions with Harry highlight

generational and philosophical differences.

These characters contribute significantly to the dynamics of the show, creating a balance between

legal drama and interpersonal relationships.

Plot and Themes

The narrative structure of harry's law series is built around episodic legal cases, each presenting
unique challenges and ethical questions. The show frequently addresses social issues through its

storylines, reflecting real-world legal and societal debates.



Legal Cases and Story Arcs

Each episode typically features a new case that Harry and her team must tackle. These cases range
from civil rights disputes to criminal defenses, often highlighting marginalized clients. Alongside the
case-of-the-week format, the series incorporates ongoing story arcs that develop the characters’

personal and professional lives, adding depth to the overall narrative.

Exploration of Social Issues

Harry's law series is recognized for its focus on social justice themes, including:

¢ Discrimination and civil rights
e Corporate corruption and ethical dilemmas
¢ Healthcare and environmental concerns

¢ Criminal justice reform

By weaving these topics into its legal cases, the series encourages viewers to engage with

contemporary social debates through the lens of the legal system.

Production and Development

The production of harry's law series involved notable industry professionals and was marked by distinct
creative choices that shaped its unique tone and style. David E. Kelley, known for other successful

legal dramas, brought his signature storytelling approach to the project.



Creation and Writing

David E. Kelley created harry's law series with the intention of blending drama and comedy to portray
the complexities of legal work realistically. The writing team focused on character-driven stories that
combined humor with serious legal and ethical issues. This approach distinguished the series from

more formulaic legal dramas by adding emotional resonance and social commentary.

Filming Locations and Style

The series was primarily filmed in Los Angeles, although it is set in Cincinnati. The production design
emphasized the contrast between the run-down shoe store law office and the high-stakes cases
tackled by the characters. Visually, the show uses a grounded and naturalistic style that complements

its narrative tone.

Reception and Legacy

Harry's law series received a mixed but generally positive reception from critics and audiences. Its
blend of humor and drama, coupled with strong performances, contributed to its cult following.
Although it lasted only two seasons, the series has maintained relevance in discussions of legal

television dramas.

Critical Response

Critics praised Kathy Bates' performance and the show's willingness to tackle complex social issues.
Some reviews noted inconsistencies in tone, oscillating between comedic and serious moments, but
most acknowledged the series' ambition and originality. The writing and character development were

highlighted as strengths throughout its run.



Influence on Legal Dramas

Harry's law series contributed to the evolution of legal television by:

1. Introducing a female lead character who defies typical stereotypes.

2. Incorporating social and ethical issues in a way that engages viewers beyond courtroom

procedures.

3. Blending dramatic and comedic elements to create a more nuanced portrayal of legal work.

Its legacy persists in the way subsequent legal dramas approach storytelling and character complexity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the premise of the TV series 'Harry's Law'?

Harry's Law is a legal dramedy that follows Harriet Korn, a laid-off patent lawyer who starts a new

practice in a rundown shoe store, taking on unconventional cases in Cincinnati.

Who created the series 'Harry's Law'?

The series 'Harry's Law' was created by David E. Kelley.

When did 'Harry's Law' first premiere on television?

'Harry's Law' first premiered on NBC on January 17, 2011.

How many seasons and episodes does 'Harry's Law' have?

'Harry's Law' ran for 2 seasons with a total of 34 episodes.



Who stars as the main character in 'Harry's Law'?

Kathy Bates stars as Harriet 'Harry' Korn, the main character in 'Harry's Law.'

What genre does 'Harry's Law' belong to?

'Harry's Law' is primarily a legal drama with elements of comedy, making it a legal dramedy.

Why was 'Harry's Law' canceled?

'Harry's Law' was canceled after two seasons due to declining ratings and NBC’s decision to refresh
its programming lineup.

Are there any notable guest stars in 'Harry's Law'?

Yes, 'Harry's Law' featured several notable guest stars, including Alicia Witt, Christian Slater, and

Christopher McDonald.

Is 'Harry's Law' available on any streaming platforms?

'Harry's Law' is available on various streaming platforms depending on region, including Peacock and

Amazon Prime Video for purchase or rental.

What themes are explored in 'Harry's Law'?

The series explores themes such as social justice, redemption, the challenges of starting over, and the

complexities of the legal system.

Additional Resources

1. Harry's Law: The Complete Series Companion
This book offers an in-depth look into the making of the Harry’s Law television series. It includes

episode summaries, character analyses, and behind-the-scenes interviews with the cast and crew.



Fans will enjoy insights into the legal cases and the development of Harry’s unique approach to law.

2. The Legal Mind of Harry: A Study in Unconventional Justice
Dive into the complex and intriguing legal strategies used by Harry in the series. This book explores
the ethical dilemmas, courtroom tactics, and moral questions presented throughout the show. It’s

perfect for readers interested in the intersection of law and personal values.

3. Law and Disorder: Stories from the World of Harry's Law
A collection of short stories inspired by the cases featured in Harry’s Law. Each story brings a new
perspective on justice, highlighting the challenges faced by lawyers and clients alike. The narratives

capture the drama and unpredictability of legal battles.

4. Behind the Scenes: The Making of Harry's Law
Explore the production journey of Harry’s Law, from casting to filming. This book features interviews
with the creator, producers, and actors, alongside rare photos and anecdotes. It’s an essential read for

fans who want to know what goes into creating a legal drama.

5. Harry’s Law: Ethics and Morality in Modern Legal Practice

An analytical look at the ethical issues raised in the series, this book discusses how Harry’s Law
challenges conventional legal norms. It examines case studies from the show to discuss broader
implications for real-world legal ethics. Law students and professionals will find this particularly

insightful.

6. The Characters of Harry’s Law: Profiles and Perspectives
This book provides detailed profiles of the main and supporting characters in Harry’s Law. It delves
into their backgrounds, motivations, and growth throughout the series. Readers gain a deeper

understanding of the personal dynamics that drive the storyline.

7. Legal Drama and Television: The Impact of Harry’s Law
An exploration of how Harry’s Law contributed to the genre of legal dramas on television. The book

analyzes themes, audience reception, and the show’s place in TV history. It offers a critical



perspective on the show’s cultural and entertainment significance.

8. Harry’s Law Case Files: Real-Life Inspirations
Discover the true legal cases that inspired the fictional stories in Harry’s Law. This book compares real
court cases with their TV adaptations, highlighting similarities and differences. It provides an intriguing

look at how real-life law influences fictional storytelling.

9. Winning the Case: Lessons from Harry’s Law
A practical guide inspired by the problem-solving techniques and courtroom strategies used in the
series. This book offers tips for legal professionals and enthusiasts on negotiation, advocacy, and

client relations. It’s a valuable resource for anyone interested in the art of legal practice.
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harry s law series: American Legal Realism and Empirical Social Science John Henry
Schlegel, 2000-11-09 John Henry Schlegel recovers a largely ignored aspect of American Legal
Realism, a movement in legal thought in the 1920s and 1930s that sought to bring the modern
notion of empirical science into the study and teaching of law. In this book, he explores individual
Realist scholars' efforts to challenge the received notion that the study of law was primarily a matter
of learning rules and how to manipulate them. He argues that empirical research was integral to
Legal Realism, and he explores why this kind of research did not, finally, become a part of American
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Schlegel, competing understandings of the role of empirical inquiry contributed to the slow decline
of this kind of research by professors of law. Originally published in 1995. A UNC Press Enduring
Edition — UNC Press Enduring Editions use the latest in digital technology to make available again
books from our distinguished backlist that were previously out of print. These editions are published
unaltered from the original, and are presented in affordable paperback formats, bringing readers
both historical and cultural value.

harry s law series: Rough Justice David Bosco, 2014 The story of the movement to establish the
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in the future.
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harry s law series: Global Politics Roni Kay M. O'Dell, Sasha Breger Bush, 2020-12-30 Global
Politics: A Toolkit for Learners is an innovative and exciting new learner-centered approach to the
study of international relations. Leveraging decades of in-class teaching and learning experiences,
authors Roni Kay M. O’Dell and Sasha Breger Bush have developed evidence-based teaching and
learning practices which support a scaffolded, skills-oriented approach. Each chapter introduces
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