
hills like white elephants setting
hills like white elephants setting plays a crucial role in Ernest Hemingway’s renowned
short story, "Hills Like White Elephants." The story’s setting is not merely a backdrop but
a symbolic landscape that enriches the narrative, reflecting the characters’ tension and
the underlying themes. This article explores the significance of the setting, its
geographical and temporal context, and its symbolic resonance within the story.
Understanding the hills, the train station, and the surrounding environment offers deeper
insight into the characters’ emotional states and the story’s thematic concerns. The
analysis also considers how Hemingway’s minimalistic style uses the setting to convey
complexity through simplicity. The following sections will examine the physical setting, its
symbolism, and how it interacts with the story’s dialogue and conflict.
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Physical Setting of Hills Like White Elephants

The physical setting in "Hills Like White Elephants" is primarily centered around a train
station situated in the Ebro River valley of Spain. This location serves as the meeting point
for the story’s two main characters, an American man and a young woman named Jig. The
train station is described as being surrounded by hills and fields, with contrasting
landscapes on either side. One side features fertile river valleys, while the other side
presents barren, dry hills that resemble white elephants in shape. This choice of setting
provides a vivid natural environment that reflects the story’s emotional landscape.

The Train Station

The train station is a transient place, symbolizing decision and transition. It is a stopping
point between two destinations, much like the characters’ indecision about their future.
The station’s limited facilities—a bar and a few tracks—highlight the isolation and
confinement felt by the couple. The setting emphasizes the theme of waiting and
uncertainty, as the characters await a train that will carry them to their next phase in life,
which remains undefined.



The Surrounding Landscape

The hills and river valley surrounding the station are described in contrasting terms. On
one side, the fertile river valley symbolizes life, growth, and potential; on the other, the
dry, barren hills evoke sterility and desolation. This duality mirrors the conflict between
the characters, representing the choice between continuing their relationship with the
consequences or going separate ways. The landscape’s vivid depiction enhances the
story’s tension and emotional complexity.

Symbolism Embedded in the Setting

The hills in the story’s setting carry rich symbolic meaning that extends beyond their
physical description. Hemingway’s use of natural imagery serves as a metaphor for the
characters’ inner turmoil and the central issue of the narrative—the potential abortion and
its implications.

Hills as White Elephants

The title itself references the hills, which Jig compares to white elephants. Traditionally,
“white elephant” refers to something unwanted or burdensome, aligning with the story’s
theme of an unplanned pregnancy. The hills symbolize the burden of choice and the
conflicting emotions surrounding it. Jig’s perception of the hills as white elephants
highlights her ambivalence and emotional struggle, contrasting with the man’s pragmatic
attitude.

Contrast Between Fertile and Barren Land

The fertile valley and the arid hills represent two divergent paths or outcomes. The
lushness of the valley signifies fertility, life, and acceptance, while the barren hills suggest
emptiness and loss. This symbolism extends to the decision facing the characters, making
the setting a visual representation of the story’s moral and emotional dilemma.

Temporal and Geographical Context

Understanding the temporal and geographical setting of "Hills Like White Elephants"
provides additional layers to the story’s meaning. Hemingway’s choice of location and time
reflects historical and cultural influences that inform the characters’ perspectives and
social constraints.



Setting in Early 20th Century Spain

The story is set during the 1920s or early 1930s in Spain, a period marked by political
instability and social conservatism, especially regarding issues such as pregnancy and
abortion. The rural Spanish setting, with its traditional values, contrasts with the
American man’s more liberal and detached attitude. This cultural tension is implicit in the
dialogue and setting, highlighting the clash between personal desires and societal
expectations.

Significance of the Train Station Locale

The train station’s position between two major cities symbolizes the crossroads of
decision-making. It represents a liminal space where the characters are suspended
between past and future, choice and consequence. The transient nature of the station
mirrors the impermanence of their current situation, emphasizing the urgency and gravity
of the impending decision.

Interaction Between Setting and Characters

The hills like white elephants setting is not passive but actively interacts with the
characters, shaping their dialogue and emotional dynamics. The environment influences
their moods and underscores the conflict between them.

Setting as a Reflection of Emotional States

The stark contrasts in the landscape reflect the tension and disagreement between Jig and
the American man. The barren hills symbolize the emotional barrenness and alienation felt
by Jig, while the fertile valley suggests hope and renewal that she hesitates to embrace.
The setting externalizes the internal conflict, making the landscape a mirror of their
psychological states.

Influence on Dialogue and Narrative Pace

The confined setting of the train station limits the characters’ movement, forcing intense
dialogue that reveals their complex relationship. The stillness of the environment
contrasts with the charged conversation, creating a tension that drives the narrative
forward. The setting’s simplicity allows the focus to remain on the subtext and nuances of
the characters’ exchange.



Hemingway’s Minimalism and the Setting

Ernest Hemingway’s signature minimalist style is evident in the sparse but meaningful
description of the setting. The hills like white elephants setting exemplifies how economy
of language can convey profound symbolism and thematic depth.

Use of Sparse Descriptions

Hemingway’s restrained descriptions avoid elaborate detail, instead presenting the setting
in a straightforward manner that invites readers to infer meaning. This technique
enhances the story’s ambiguity and encourages multiple interpretations of the setting’s
significance. The minimalism reflects the characters’ emotional restraint and the unsaid
tensions in their conversation.

Symbolism Through Economy of Language

The setting’s symbolic power emerges through concise imagery: the hills, the river valley,
and the train station are depicted with just enough detail to evoke their thematic roles.
Hemingway’s choice to focus on these elements rather than elaborate scenery
underscores the importance of the setting as a narrative device rather than mere
background.

Train station as a symbol of transition and indecision

Hills representing conflicting choices and emotional burdens

Contrast between fertile and barren landscapes reflecting hope and despair

Geographical and cultural context influencing character dynamics

Minimalist style enhancing symbolic resonance of the setting

Frequently Asked Questions

Where is the setting of 'Hills Like White Elephants' by
Ernest Hemingway?
The story is set at a train station in the Ebro River valley of Spain, between the cities of
Barcelona and Madrid.



How does the setting influence the mood of 'Hills Like
White Elephants'?
The barren, dry landscape and the distant hills contribute to a tense and uncertain mood,
reflecting the strained conversation between the characters.

What symbolic significance does the setting hold in
'Hills Like White Elephants'?
The contrasting sides of the valley—one dry and barren, the other lush and
fertile—symbolize the choice the characters face regarding pregnancy and their future.

Why is the train station an important setting in 'Hills
Like White Elephants'?
The train station represents a place of transition and decision, mirroring the couple's
crossroads about whether to proceed with an abortion or keep the baby.

How does Ernest Hemingway use the setting to enhance
the themes in 'Hills Like White Elephants'?
Hemingway uses the sparse, neutral setting to focus attention on the dialogue and the
characters' emotional conflict, emphasizing themes of communication, choice, and
consequence.

Additional Resources
1. The Sun Also Rises by Ernest Hemingway
Set in the post-World War I era, this novel follows a group of expatriates traveling from
Paris to Spain. The story is rich with vivid descriptions of the Spanish countryside,
including rolling hills and rural landscapes. Hemingway’s sparse prose captures themes of
love, disillusionment, and the search for meaning amidst beautiful yet unforgiving
settings.

2. A Farewell to Arms by Ernest Hemingway
This novel is set against the backdrop of World War I, with many scenes taking place in
the picturesque hills and mountains of Italy. It tells the story of an American ambulance
driver and his love affair with a British nurse. The natural settings underscore the tension
between the brutality of war and the fragility of human relationships.

3. Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë
A classic Gothic novel set on the bleak and windswept Yorkshire moors that resemble hills
and rugged landscapes. The story explores intense emotions and complex relationships
through the lives of the inhabitants of Wuthering Heights and Thrushcross Grange. The
wild terrain serves as a symbol for the tumultuous passions within the characters.

4. The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck



This novel follows the Joad family’s journey from the Dust Bowl of Oklahoma through the
rolling hills and farmland of California during the Great Depression. The landscape plays a
crucial role in reflecting the hardships and hopes of migrant workers. Steinbeck’s vivid
portrayal of the land highlights themes of survival, injustice, and resilience.

5. East of Eden by John Steinbeck
Set in the Salinas Valley of California, the novel features lush hills and fertile farmland
that form the backdrop for a multigenerational family saga. Steinbeck weaves biblical
allegory with the natural landscape to explore themes of good and evil, free will, and
redemption. The hills and valleys symbolize the moral and emotional highs and lows
experienced by the characters.

6. My Ántonia by Willa Cather
Set in the rolling prairies and hills of Nebraska, this novel captures the pioneer experience
in the American Midwest. It tells the story of Jim Burden and his friendship with Ántonia, a
spirited immigrant girl. The natural environment is integral to the narrative, emphasizing
themes of nostalgia, identity, and the connection between people and place.

7. The Outlander by Gil Adamson
Set in the rugged hills and wilderness of early 20th-century Canada, this novel follows a
young woman on the run from the law. The harsh and beautiful landscape mirrors her
inner turmoil and quest for freedom. The novel blends suspense, adventure, and lyrical
descriptions of the natural world.

8. Anne of Green Gables by L.M. Montgomery
Set on Prince Edward Island, known for its rolling green hills and charming rural scenery,
this beloved novel follows the adventures of Anne Shirley, an imaginative and spirited
orphan. The landscape plays a significant role in shaping Anne’s experiences and growth.
The book celebrates nature, community, and the joys of childhood.

9. The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett
Set in the English countryside, this novel centers around a hidden garden surrounded by
hills and natural beauty. The story follows Mary Lennox as she discovers the garden and
brings it back to life, paralleling her own emotional healing. The setting symbolizes
renewal, hope, and the transformative power of nature.
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Elephants". An analysis Jella Delzer, 2021-10-05 Seminar paper from the year 2021 in the subject
English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade: 1,0, Christian-Albrechts-University of
Kiel (Philosophische Fakultät - Englisches Seminar), course: Narrative Theory and the Reading of
Literary Texts, language: English, abstract: The purpose of this paper is to show that an analysis and
interpretation of the topographical and architectural setting and of the objects within that setting in
Ernest Hemingway’s short story “Hills Like White Elephants,” which was published in 1927,
provides a fruitful understanding of the short story. This paper investigates how Hemingway
transforms topography into metaphors and symbols and how the setting creates the mood and sets
the tone of the short story. “Hills Like White Elephants” is a paramount example of Hemingway’s
so-called iceberg theory. Similarly, Hemingway’s short story “Hills Like White Elephants,” which is
mostly told in dialogue, is like the tip of an iceberg—the succinct length and the seemingly simple
language are deceptive. Analogously to Hemingway’s iceberg theory, there are concealed depths to
the surface story. The fact that there are only a few sections in which the setting is described
emphasizes that a close reading of the setting is necessary because the lack of description indicates
that there is hidden meaning behind the overall setting. This paper argues that Hemingway uses the
setting to demonstrate the struggle of the main characters, the American and the girl Jig, about
whether to have an abortion—even though words such as ‘abortion’ or ‘pregnancy’ are not
mentioned in the text. The paper argues that Hemingway integrates symbolism into the landscape
and furthermore uses spatial concepts to convey meaning that goes beyond spatial information. The
contrast between abortion or birth correlates with the dichotomy of the setting and is hence almost
entirely expressed in spatial terms. Moreover, the descriptions of the setting reflect the couple’s
contrasting points of view regarding the pregnancy. The paper aims to discover the implied and
hinted meaning within the deceptive simplicity of the text by relying on narrative theory.
  hills like white elephants setting: Narrative Criticism of the New Testament James L.
Resseguie, 2022-10-25 Narrative criticism is a relatively recent development that applies literary
methods to the study of Scripture. James Resseguie suggests that this approach to reading the Bible
treats the text as a self-contained unit and avoids complications raised by other critical methods of
interpretation. Resseguie begins with an introductory chapter that surveys the methods of narrative
criticism and how they can be used to discover important nuances of meaning through what he
describes as a close reading of the text. He then devotes chapters to the principal rhetorical devices:
setting, point of view, character, rhetoric, plot, and reader. Readers will find here an accessible
introduction to the subject of narrative criticism and a richly rewarding approach to reading the
Bible.
  hills like white elephants setting: A Study Guide for Ernest Hemingway's "Hills Like White
Elephants" Gale, Cengage Learning, 2016-07-14 A Study Guide for Ernest Hemingway's Hills Like
White Elephants, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Short Stories for Students. This concise study
guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical
context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Short
Stories for Students for all of your research needs.
  hills like white elephants setting: Revelation Unsealed James L. Resseguie, 2021-10-11 This
narrative commentary systematically examines John's Apocalypse from a narrative critical
perspective. After an introduction to narrative criticism, the volume focuses on point of view, setting,
rhetoric, character, and plot in the Book of Revelation. The rhetorical and symbolic significance of
numerals are discussed at length as are the multifaceted characters in the book such as demonic
animals (locust, beasts, dragon, birds) and apocalyptic animals (lamb, four living creatures). The
symbolic significance of topographical, architectural, agricultural, and other settings is emphasized.
The final chapter of the book is a summary of some of the major theological themes of Revelation.
The volume provides a useful methodology for the study of a much disputed book of the Bible.
  hills like white elephants setting: James Salter Jeffrey Meyers, 2024-02-07 Biographer and
critic Jeffrey Meyers knew the novelist James Salter (1925–2015) during the last decade of his life,
visited him twice on Long Island, and received eighty letters from him. Meyers’s knowledge of



Salter’s life provides many new insights about the personal, literary, and historical background of
his work. This appreciative book, the first full-length study in twenty-six years, is intended to
introduce Salter to new readers and show his achievement as a writer of novels, stories, screenplays,
memoirs, and travel essays. Salter had an extraordinary range of experience as West Point graduate;
fighter pilot in the Korean War; downhill skier, rock climber, and mountain climber; screenwriter
and film director; connoisseur of food and wine; world traveler and sophisticated observer. In an
elegant blend of literary criticism and intimate memoir, with crisp prose and an eye for telling detail,
Meyers discusses Salter’s family and friends; the significance of his book and chapter titles;
characters’ names and cultural allusions; literary influences, especially Ernest Hemingway and F.
Scott Fitzgerald; development of his fictional style and techniques; awareness of weather and light;
supreme delineation of sexual ecstasy; recurrent themes of war and love; strange career and late
recognition. A detailed chronology tracks the key dates and events in Salter’s life, and a
chronological bibliography shows the development of his literary reputation. For Meyers, Salter’s
lyrical evocation of people and places, of luxurious decadence and the danger of death, are
unsurpassed in contemporary literature. This book appears just before the centenary of Salter’s
birth.
  hills like white elephants setting: World Literature' 2003 Ed. L. Bascara, 2003
  hills like white elephants setting: Make a Scene Revised and Expanded Edition Jordan
Rosenfeld, 2017-07-19 The definitive guide to writing scenes--now revised and expanded! Scenes are
the building blocks for any work of fiction--the DNA sequence that makes a novel un-put-downable
and unforgettable. When writers are able to craft effective, engaging scenes, they can develop a
complete, cohesive story--and a mesmerizing experience for readers. Make a Scene Revised and
Expanded Edition takes you step-by-step through the elements of strong scene construction and
demonstrates how the essential aspects of a compelling story--including character, plot and dramatic
tension--function within the framework of individual scenes to give momentum to the whole
narrative. You'll learn how to: • Craft an opening scene that hooks readers and foreshadows conflict.
• Develop various scene types--from contemplative to suspenseful to flashback--that are distinct and
purposeful. • Establish characters' intentions within a scene that drive the plot. • Transition into
new scenes by clearly establishing details of setting, character, and point of view. • Create
resonating climactic and final scenes that stay with readers long after they've finished your story.
The revised and expanded edition includes brand-new examples, an increased focus on advancing
plot and character development, and the same knowledge and clarity that writers have come to
expect from Jordan Rosenfeld. Make a Scene is an essential part of any novelist's library--make sure
it's in yours.
  hills like white elephants setting: Introduction to Cognitive Cultural Studies Lisa
Zunshine, 2010-07-15 Drawing on the explosion of academic and public interest in cognitive science
in the past two decades, this volume features articles that combine literary and cultural analysis
with insights from neuroscience, cognitive evolutionary psychology and anthropology, and cognitive
linguistics. Lisa Zunshine’s introduction provides a broad overview of the field. The essays that
follow are organized into four parts that explore developments in literary universals, cognitive
historicism, cognitive narratology, and cognitive approaches in dialogue with other theoretical
approaches, such as postcolonial studies, ecocriticism, aesthetics, and poststructuralism.
Introduction to Cognitive Cultural Studies provides readers with grounding in several major areas of
cognitive science, applies insights from cognitive science to cultural representations, and recognizes
the cognitive approach’s commitment to seeking common ground with existing literary-theoretical
paradigms. This book is ideal for graduate courses and seminars devoted to cognitive approaches to
cultural studies and literary criticism. Contributors: Mary Thomas Crane, Nancy Easterlin, David
Herman, Patrick Colm Hogan, Bruce McConachie, Alan Palmer, Alan Richardson, Ellen Spolsky, G.
Gabrielle Starr, Blakey Vermeule, Lisa Zunshine
  hills like white elephants setting: How to Teach American Literature Elizabeth McCallum
Marlow, 2017-09 How does one keep classic books alive for young people today and teach them that



literature is instructional and delightful? How does the teacher foster a classroom environment that
encourages student participation and promotes enjoyment so that teenagers learn to appreciate
literary study? More specifically, how can teachers cover centuries of American literature with
students who don't appreciate why they should read material written centuries ago about people and
issues that appear to be irrelevant to life today in a language that seems esoteric? The author of this
series of high school teaching guides addresses these issues. How to Teach American Literature: A
Practical Teaching Guide provides a detailed resource for teachers or anyone interested in an
in-depth study of the subject. This second book in the series covers American literature from the
Puritan era to contemporary works. Included are suggestions for cultivating a love for literature,
teaching techniques, detailed analyses of each work, questions for review and test questions with
suggested responses, essay topics, audiovisual aids, classroom handouts, and recommended books
that enhance teaching. The author emphasizes two basic reasons for teaching literature: it is
instructional and delightful. This book provides a comprehensive methodology for teaching the
subject that a teacher could apply to one year's lesson plans without further investment in time.
Elizabeth McCallum Marlow has developed quality comprehensive guides for the teaching
community based on her thirty-five years of experience and her passion for literature. Teaching
professionals will find her tried and true practices to be invaluable. --Johnathan Arnold, MBA, M.Ed,
D.Ed.Min Headmaster Covenant Christian Academy, Cumming, GA
  hills like white elephants setting: Crafting Dynamic Dialogue Writer's Digest Books,
2016-06-23 Write authentic dialogue that invigorates your story! Exceptional dialogue isn't just
important when writing fiction--it's essential. In order to impress an agent or editor and keep
readers turning pages, you need to deliver truly standout dialogue in every scene. Crafting Dynamic
Dialogue will give you the techniques and examples you need to impress your readers. This book is a
comprehensive guide to writing compelling dialogue that rings true. Each section is packed with
advice and instruction from best-selling authors and instructors like Nancy Kress, Elizabeth Sims,
Steven James, Deborah Halverson, James Scott Bell, Donald Maass, Cheryl St. John, and many
others. They'll show you how to: • Bend the rules to create a specific effect • Understand the role of
dialogue in reader engagement • Use dialect and jargon effectively • Give every character a
believable, unique voice • Set the pace and tone • Reveal specific character background details •
Generate tension and suspense • Utilize internal dialogue Whether you're writing flash fiction, a
short story, or a novel-length manuscript, Crafting Dynamic Dialogue will help you develop, write,
and refine dialogue to keep your readers hooked.
  hills like white elephants setting: American Modernism (1910-1945) Roger Lathbury,
Jerry Phillips, Patricia Linehan, 2010 A guide to the modernist movement in American literature,
with information on American modernism, the Lost Generation, modernism in the American novel,
the Harlem Renaissance, modernism in poetry and drama, and the literary culture of the Moderns.
  hills like white elephants setting: Feminism and American Literary History Nina Baym, 1992
For more than a decade Nina Baym has pioneered in the reexamination of American literature. She
has led the way in questioning assumptions about American literary history, in critiquing the
standard canon of works we read and teach, and in rediscovering lost texts by American women
writers. Feminism and American Literary History collects fourteen of her most important essays
published since 1980, which, combining feminist perspectives with original archival research,
significantly revise standard American literary history. In Part I, Rewriting Old American Literary
History, the focus is on male writers. Essays range from close readings of individual works to
ambitious critiques of the main paradigms by which scholars have conventionally linked disparate
texts and authors in a narrative of nationalist literary history: the self-in-the-wilderness myth, the
romance-novel distinction, the myth of New England origins. Part II, Writing New American Literary
History, studies examples of women's writing from the Revolution through the Civil War. Stressing
much overtly public and political writing that has been overlooked even by feminist scholars, noting
public and political themes in supposedly domestic works, the essays substantially modify and
historicize the paradigm by which premodern American women's writing is currently understood.



The contentious and influential essays in Part III, Two Feminist Polemics, address feminist literary
theory and pedagogy, advocating a pluralist practice as the basis for scholarship, criticism, and
humane feminism. No one interested in American literature or in women's writing can afford to
ignore Baym's revisionist work. Humorous and gracefully written, this book is enjoyable and
indispensable.
  hills like white elephants setting: RDV'S INTERNET ANTHLOGY PLUS Regardless Victory,
2009-05-20 A strategic book based on internet morals, websites, writing, poetry, public and social
morals.These ethics are written by Regardless Devon Victory. www.coherstcoherstlive
  hills like white elephants setting: Student Companion to Ernest Hemingway Lisa Tyler,
2001-09-30 The fully-lived, yet tragically ended life of Ernest Hemingway has attracted nearly as
much attention as his extensive canon of writings. This critical study introduces students to both the
man and his fiction, exploring how Hemingway confronted in his own life the same moral issues that
would later create thematic conflicts for the characters in his novels. In addition to the biographical
chapter which focuses on the pivotal events in Hemingway's personal life, a literary heritage chapter
overviews his professional developments, relating his distinctive style to his early years as a
journalist. With clear concise analysis, students are guided through all of Hemingway's major works
including The Sun Also Rises (1926), A Farewell to Arms (1929), For Whom the Bell Tolls (1940), and
The Old Man and the Sea (1952). Full chapters are also devoted to examining his collections of short
fiction, the African Stories, and the posthumous works. Each chapter carefully examines the major
literary components of Hemingway's fiction with plot synopsis, analysis of character development,
themes, settings, historical context, and stylistic features. Alternate critical readings are also given
for each of the full length works. An extensive bibliography citing all of Hemingway's writings as
well as biographical sources, general criticism, and contemporary reviews will help students
understand the scope of Hemingway's contributions to American Literature.
  hills like white elephants setting: Scene of the Crime David Geherin, 2014-12-03 Offering
analysis of the fiction of 15 authors for whom the setting greatly contributes to their overall literary
style, this book focuses on the many ways that place figures in modern crime and mystery novels.
The authors (and their settings) are: Georges Simenon (Paris), Donna Leon (Venice), Tony Hillerman
(American Southwest), Walter Mosley (South Central Los Angeles), George P. Pelecanos
(Washington, D.C.), Sara Paretsky (Chicago), James Lee Burke (Southern Louisiana), Carl Hiaasen
(South Florida), Ian Rankin (Edinburgh), Alexander McCall Smith (Botswana), James McClure (South
Africa), Maj Sjowall and Per Wahloo (Stockholm), Paco Ignacio Taibo II (Mexico City), Leonardo
Sciascia (Sicily) and Lindsey Davis (Ancient Rome).
  hills like white elephants setting: Where the Stories Come from Sibyl Johnston, 2002 Where
the Stories Come From defines basic terms in creative writing and explains the fundamentals of
character, plot, point of view, verb tense, narrative structure, setting, dialogue, subtext, and theme.
Thinking Things Through: Ask Yourself, Ask Readers, Try This, Exploration, and Exercises: Located
at the end of every chapter, this section applies and explores chapter material by suggesting
questions for self and peer evaluation and suggests activities and exercises related to the chapter
topic. Devoted specifically to the writing process, Chapters One, Two, and Ten guide readers
through each phase of writing. Chapter Eleven discusses how to elicit a helpful reading. An
Anthology of Professional and Student Fiction contains every story quoted from in the text. Includes
very simple definitions of fundamental terms used in creative writing courses. Use of quotations
marks, end punctuation, attribution, and paragraphing is explained and illustrated simply and
thoroughly. Appendix: Surviving on Your Own, particularly useful for individual writers and writers'
groups, offers ideas about writing outside the formal educational system. For anyone interested in
writing fiction.
  hills like white elephants setting: Forum , 1983
  hills like white elephants setting: The Faith of a Writer Joyce Carol Oates, 2009-03-17 A
tribute to the brilliant craftsmanship of one of our most distinguished writers, providing valuable
insight into her inspiration and her method Joyce Carol Oates is widely regarded as one of America's



greatest contemporary literary figures. Having written in a number of genres -- prose, poetry,
personal and critical essays, as well as plays -- she is an artist ideally suited to answer essential
questions about what makes a story striking, a novel come alive, a writer an artist as well as a
craftsman. In The Faith of a Writer, Oates discusses the subjects most important to the narrative
craft, touching on topics such as inspiration, memory, self-criticism, and the unique power of the
unconscious. On a more personal note, she speaks of childhood inspirations, offers advice to young
writers, and discusses the wildly varying states of mind of a writer at work. Oates also pays homage
to those she calls her significant predecessors and discusses the importance of reading in the life of
a writer. Oates claims, Inspiration and energy and even genius are rarely enough to make 'art': for
prose fiction is also a craft, and craft must be learned, whether by accident or design. In fourteen
succinct chapters, The Faith of a Writer provides valuable lessons on how language, ideas, and
experience are assembled to create art.
  hills like white elephants setting: The Hemingway Review , 2002
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