
geopolitical heartland
geopolitical heartland is a foundational concept in political geography and
international relations, referring to a central region whose control is
believed to be crucial for global dominance. This theory, originally
formulated by Halford Mackinder in the early 20th century, emphasizes the
strategic importance of the Eurasian landmass, particularly the vast interior
regions. Understanding the geopolitical heartland offers insight into
historical and contemporary power struggles, territorial ambitions, and the
shifting balance of global influence. This article explores the origins,
significance, and modern implications of the geopolitical heartland theory.
Additionally, it examines relevant geopolitical strategies and how this
concept shapes international policies today. The following sections will
provide a comprehensive overview of the geopolitical heartland and its
enduring relevance in global affairs.

Origins and Definition of the Geopolitical Heartland

Strategic Importance of the Geopolitical Heartland

Geopolitical Heartland in Historical Context

Contemporary Geopolitical Implications

Challenges and Criticisms of the Heartland Theory

Origins and Definition of the Geopolitical
Heartland
The concept of the geopolitical heartland was first articulated by British
geographer Halford Mackinder in 1904. Mackinder proposed that the control of
the central Eurasian landmass, which he termed the "Heartland," was crucial
for global supremacy. According to his theory, the Heartland was a pivot area
surrounded by vast resources and strategic depth, making it a formidable base
for power projection. This region roughly corresponds to parts of modern-day
Russia, Central Asia, and Eastern Europe. The geopolitical heartland theory
emphasizes land power over naval dominance, challenging the prevailing
maritime theories of the time.

Definition and Geographic Scope
The geopolitical heartland is defined as the central area of the Eurasian
continent, characterized by its vast size, natural barriers, and limited
access to the sea. It includes territories such as Siberia, Kazakhstan, and



parts of Eastern Europe. This landlocked region's geography provides
significant defensive advantages and abundant natural resources that can
sustain prolonged military and economic activities. The theory suggests that
whoever controls the heartland commands access to the surrounding "Inner
Crescent" or "Rimland," thereby controlling a substantial portion of the
world's population and industrial capacity.

Mackinder’s Heartland Theory Explained
Mackinder famously summarized his theory with the dictum: "Who rules East
Europe commands the Heartland; who rules the Heartland commands the World-
Island; who rules the World-Island commands the world." This statement
encapsulates the hierarchical strategic importance of the heartland in global
geopolitics. The "World-Island" refers to the combined continents of Europe,
Asia, and Africa, housing the majority of the world's population and
resources. The heartland, as the core of this massive landmass, therefore
holds unparalleled strategic value.

Strategic Importance of the Geopolitical
Heartland
The geopolitical heartland's importance stems from its geographic, economic,
and military characteristics. Its vast size and resource wealth make it a
critical area for sustaining large populations and armies. Additionally, its
position at the center of Eurasia allows for the projection of power across
multiple directions, influencing neighboring regions and beyond. Control of
this area can provide economic leverage through resource extraction and
strategic transit routes.

Natural Resources and Economic Potential
The heartland contains extensive reserves of fossil fuels, minerals, and
arable land. These resources are vital for industrial development and
military capabilities. Countries controlling these resources gain significant
economic advantages, reducing reliance on external supplies and strengthening
domestic industries. The economic potential of the heartland makes it a
target for powers aiming to secure long-term stability and growth.

Military and Strategic Advantages
From a military perspective, the heartland offers defensible terrain and a
buffer against external invasions. Its vast expanse complicates enemy
offensives and facilitates the mobilization of large forces. Moreover,
controlling the heartland enables power projection across Europe, Asia, and
the Middle East. Historically, this has allowed dominant powers to influence



neighboring countries and maintain regional hegemony.

Geopolitical Positioning
The heartland's central position in Eurasia makes it a pivotal hub for
transportation and communication networks. Railways, pipelines, and highways
traversing this region link multiple continents and markets. This
connectivity further enhances the geopolitical significance of the heartland,
enabling economic integration and strategic coordination across vast
distances.

Geopolitical Heartland in Historical Context
The geopolitical heartland has played a central role in numerous historical
conflicts and power struggles. Its strategic importance has influenced the
policies of major empires and states seeking dominance in Eurasia.
Understanding these historical dynamics sheds light on the enduring relevance
of the heartland concept in contemporary geopolitics.

Heartland and the Russian Empire
The Russian Empire historically expanded across the Eurasian heartland,
capitalizing on its vast resources and strategic depth. This expansion
allowed Russia to become a major continental power with influence extending
into Europe and Asia. The empire’s control over the heartland was a key
factor in its military and political strength.

World Wars and the Heartland
During both World Wars, the heartland was a critical theater of conflict.
Control over Eastern Europe and the territories within the heartland often
determined the outcome of these global struggles. The Soviet Union's
dominance in this region after World War II underscored the heartland's
strategic importance in the Cold War era.

Cold War and the Eurasian Balance
The Cold War rivalry between the United States and the Soviet Union was
heavily influenced by the geopolitical heartland. The Soviet Union’s control
of much of the heartland allowed it to exert influence over Eastern Europe
and parts of Asia. Meanwhile, Western powers sought to contain this influence
through alliances and strategic positioning along the heartland's periphery.



Contemporary Geopolitical Implications
In the 21st century, the geopolitical heartland remains a critical factor in
global strategic calculations. Emerging powers and established states
continue to recognize the importance of this region for economic development,
security, and influence. Modern infrastructure projects, military strategies,
and diplomatic efforts reflect ongoing competition centered on the heartland.

Russia’s Role in the Geopolitical Heartland
Russia continues to be the dominant actor in the geopolitical heartland,
leveraging its geographic position and resource wealth. Its policies
emphasize maintaining control over surrounding buffer states and expanding
influence through economic and military means. Russia’s strategic initiatives
in Central Asia and Eastern Europe demonstrate the heartland’s ongoing
centrality to its national security strategy.

China and the Heartland Connectivity
China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) aims to enhance connectivity across
the Eurasian landmass, intersecting with the geopolitical heartland. By
investing in infrastructure and trade networks, China seeks to integrate the
heartland into its economic sphere and extend its influence westward. This
development has significant implications for regional power dynamics and
global trade routes.

United States and Western Strategies
The United States and its allies have historically sought to limit the
influence of heartland powers through alliances and military presence along
the Eurasian periphery. NATO expansion and partnerships in Central Asia
reflect efforts to counterbalance Russian and Chinese influence in the
region. These strategies highlight the ongoing geopolitical contest centered
on the heartland.

List of Contemporary Geopolitical Factors
Influencing the Heartland

Energy resource competition and pipelines

Infrastructure development and trade corridors

Military alliances and deployments



Regional conflicts and proxy wars

Economic integration and regional organizations

Challenges and Criticisms of the Heartland
Theory
While the geopolitical heartland theory has been influential, it has also
faced criticism and challenges. The evolving nature of warfare, technology,
and global politics has prompted reconsideration of the theory’s assumptions
and relevance. Understanding these critiques provides a balanced perspective
on the heartland’s role in modern geopolitics.

Technological Advances and Air Power
Technological innovations, including air power and missile technology, have
challenged the notion that control over landlocked regions guarantees
security and dominance. Air mobility reduces the strategic advantage of
geographic barriers, allowing powers to project force across greater
distances regardless of terrain. This development complicates the traditional
heartland concept.

Maritime Power and Globalization
Globalization and the significance of maritime trade routes continue to
emphasize the importance of naval power. Critics argue that control of sea
lanes and ports remains essential for economic and military influence,
sometimes outweighing the advantages of land dominance. The heartland
theory’s focus on land power may therefore overlook critical aspects of
contemporary geopolitics.

Political and Cultural Diversity
The geopolitical heartland encompasses diverse ethnic, political, and
cultural groups, which complicates unified control and governance. Internal
divisions and separatist movements can undermine the cohesion needed to
leverage the heartland’s strategic advantages. This reality challenges the
simplicity of the heartland theory’s assumptions about territorial control.

Environmental and Economic Constraints
Harsh climatic conditions and underdeveloped infrastructure in parts of the



heartland limit its accessibility and economic potential. These constraints
affect the ability of states to fully capitalize on the region's resources
and strategic position. As a result, the heartland's influence may be less
absolute than originally posited.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the concept of the geopolitical heartland?
The geopolitical heartland refers to a central region of a continent that
holds strategic importance for global power due to its geographic position,
resources, and influence over surrounding areas. It is often associated with
the theory proposed by Halford Mackinder, who identified the Eurasian
landmass as the 'Heartland' crucial for controlling global geopolitics.

Who first introduced the theory of the geopolitical
heartland?
The theory of the geopolitical heartland was first introduced by British
geographer Halford Mackinder in 1904. He argued that the control of the
central Eurasian landmass, or 'Heartland,' was key to global dominance.

Why is the geopolitical heartland considered
strategically important?
The geopolitical heartland is considered strategically important because it
is centrally located, resource-rich, and difficult to access by sea powers.
Controlling it can provide significant military and economic advantages,
influence over surrounding regions, and a base for projecting power globally.

How does the concept of the geopolitical heartland
influence modern geopolitics?
The concept influences modern geopolitics by highlighting the strategic
significance of Eurasian countries such as Russia, China, and Central Asian
states. It informs policies related to regional alliances, infrastructure
projects like the Belt and Road Initiative, and military strategies aimed at
controlling or accessing the heartland region.

What criticisms exist regarding the geopolitical
heartland theory?
Critics argue that the geopolitical heartland theory is overly deterministic
and outdated due to technological advancements like air power, cyber warfare,
and globalization. They contend that control over landmass alone no longer
guarantees global dominance and emphasize the importance of maritime,



economic, and diplomatic factors.

Additional Resources
1. Heartland: The Rise and Decline of a Geopolitical Concept
This book explores the origins and evolution of the Heartland theory,
initially proposed by Halford Mackinder. It delves into how the idea has
influenced geopolitical strategies throughout the 20th and 21st centuries.
The author examines the strategic importance of Eurasia and its impact on
global power dynamics.

2. The Geopolitics of Eurasia: Understanding the Heartland
Focusing on the vast Eurasian landmass, this book analyzes the geopolitical
significance of the Heartland region. It discusses contemporary issues such
as resource control, regional conflicts, and the ambitions of major powers
like Russia and China. The work offers insights into how Eurasia remains
central to global strategic interests.

3. Halford Mackinder and the Heartland Theory: A Legacy of Geopolitical
Thought
This biography and analysis highlight Mackinder’s contributions to
geopolitical theory. It provides detailed commentary on his Heartland
hypothesis, linking it to the broader context of imperialism and world
politics. Readers gain a deeper understanding of the lasting impact of
Mackinder’s ideas.

4. Strategic Imperatives: The Heartland and Global Power
This book investigates how control over the Heartland region can shape global
power structures. It examines historical case studies and contemporary
geopolitical strategies that emphasize land-based power. The author argues
that despite technological advances, the Heartland remains crucial to
international security.

5. The New Great Game: Geopolitics and the Heartland in the 21st Century
Addressing modern geopolitical competition, this book looks at the renewed
interest in the Heartland amidst shifting alliances and emerging powers. It
highlights the strategic maneuvers of countries involved in Central Asia and
surrounding areas. The narrative connects traditional Heartland theory with
current global challenges.

6. Geopolitical Chessboard: The Heartland’s Role in World Affairs
Through a series of essays, this collection discusses the Heartland’s pivotal
role in shaping international relations. Contributors analyze economic,
military, and cultural dimensions of the Heartland’s influence. The book
provides a multidisciplinary perspective on why this region remains a
geopolitical chessboard.

7. Energy and the Heartland: Resources, Power, and Geopolitics
This volume focuses on the energy resources within the Heartland and their
impact on global politics. It explores how oil, gas, and mineral wealth drive



the strategic importance of Eurasian territories. The book also considers
environmental and economic implications of resource competition.

8. The Heartland in Historical Perspective: Empires, Wars, and Borders
Offering a historical overview, this book traces the rise and fall of empires
that dominated the Heartland region. It discusses how shifting borders and
conflicts have shaped the geopolitical landscape over centuries. Readers gain
insight into the enduring strategic value of the Heartland.

9. Geopolitics and the Future of the Heartland
This forward-looking work assesses potential scenarios for the Heartland amid
global change. It evaluates technological, environmental, and political
trends that could redefine the region’s role. The author provides policy
recommendations for stakeholders engaged in the Heartland’s future.

Geopolitical Heartland

Find other PDF articles:
https://explore.gcts.edu/calculus-suggest-002/files?docid=YHx78-9839&title=calculus-edition-8.pdf

  geopolitical heartland: Heartland Halford Mackinder, 2022-03-03
  geopolitical heartland: Rethinking Geopolitics Simon Dalby, Gearoid O.u Tuathail,
2002-01-22 Rethinking Geopolitics argues that the concept of geopolitics needs to be conceptualised
anew as the twenty-first century approaches. Challenging conventional geopolitical assumptions,
contributors explore: * theories of post-modern geopolitics * historical formulations of states and
cold wars * the geopolitics of the Holocaust * the gendered dimension of Kurdish insurgency * the
cold war world * political cartoons concerning Bosnia * Time magazine representations of the
Persian Gulf * the Zapatistas and the Chiapas revolt * the new cyber politics * conflict simulations in
the US military * the emergence of a new geopolitics of global security. Exploring how popular
cultural assumptions about geography and politics constitute the discourses of contemporary
violence and political economy, Rethinking Geopolitics shows that we must rethink the struggle for
knowledge, space and power.
  geopolitical heartland: Geopolitics Francis P. Sempa, 2002 Writers, observers, and
practitioners of international politics frequently invoke the term geopolitics to describe, explain, or
analyze specific foreign policy issues and problems. Such generalized usage ignores the fact that
geopolitics as a method of understanding international relations has a history that includes a
common vocabulary, well-established if sometimes conflicting concepts, an extensive body of
thought, and a recognized group of theorists and scholars. In Geopolitics, Francis P. Sempa presents
a history of geopolitical thought and applies its classical analyses to Cold War and post-Cold War
international relations. While mindful of the impact of such concepts as globalization and the
information revolution on our understanding of contemporary events, Sempa emphasizes traditional
geopolitical theories in explaining the outcome of the Cold War. Using the work of Halford
Mackinder, James Burnham, Nicholas Spykman, Alfred Thayer Mahan, and others, he shows that,
even though the struggle between the Western allies and the Soviet empire was unique in its
ideological component and nuclear standoff, the Cold War fits into a recurring geopolitical pattern.
It can be seen as a consequence of competition between land powers and sea powers, and between a
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potential Eurasian hegemonic power and a coalition of states opposed to that would-be hegemony.
The collapse of the Soviet empire ended the most recent threat to global stability. At the dawn of the
twenty-first century, no power or alliance of powers poses an immediate threat to the global balance
of power. Indeed, the end of the Cold War generated hopes for a new world order and predictions
that economics would replace geopolitics as the driving force in international politics. However, as
Sempa points out, Russian instability, the nuclear dimension of the India-Pakistan conflict, and
Chinese bids for dominance have turned the Asia-Pacific region into what Mahan called debatable
and debated ground. Russia, Turkey, Iran, India, Pakistan, China, Japan, the Koreas, and the United
States all have interests that collide in one or more of the areas of this region. The timeliness and
deep historical perspective of Sempa's analysis will remind statesmen, strategists, and interested
citizens that the current world situation will not last forever. The defeat of one would-be hegemonic
power is likely to be followed by a new challenger or challengers to current stability in the
international system.
  geopolitical heartland: The Threat of Geopolitics to International Relations William Mallinson,
2016-09-23 Geopolitics, both in name, and in its application via geostrategy, is a controversial area
of international relations. Although the practice of obtaining resources is as old as Mankind, the
word came into its own with the imperial policies of the great powers in the nineteenth century, was
used to justify world wars, went into decline, but was ‘taken to America’ and then re-exported to
Europe after the last war by the likes of Henry Kissinger. Nowadays, the term is used unconsciously
by politicians obsessed with power, often to justify war. This book tears apart the simplistic thinking
of geopolitics, and proposes its replacement with the authors’ own method of ‘geohistory’, a method
based on recognising that at the base of any analysis and evaluation of the international situation lie
human characteristics.
  geopolitical heartland: The Geopolitics of China's Belt and Road Initiative Theodor
Tudoroiu, 2023-11-30 This book argues that China’s Belt and Road Initiative should be seen more as
a geopolitical project and less as a global economic project, with China aiming to bring about a new
Chinese-led international order. It contends that China’s international approach has two personas –
an aggressive one, focusing on a nineteenth century-style territorial empire, which is applied to
Taiwan and the seas adjacent to China; and a new-style persona, based on relationship building with
the political elites of countries in the Global South, relying on large scale infrastructure projects to
help secure the elites in power, a process often leading to lower democratic participation and
weaker governance structures. It also shows how this relationship building with elites leads to an
acceptance of Chinese norms and to changes in states’ geopolitical preferences and foreign policies
to align them with China’s geopolitical interests, with states thereby joining China’s emerging
international order. Overall, the book emphasizes that this new-style, non-territorial “empire”
building based on relationships is a major new development in international relations, not fully
recognized and accounted for by international relations experts and theorists.
  geopolitical heartland: Heartlands of Eurasia Anita Sengupta, 2009-07-16 Heartlands of
Eurasia explores how received metageographical knowledge informs the understanding of global
processes and is subsequently transformed into geopolitical reasoning with foreign policy
implications. It provides a detailed examination of writings, from both within the region and outside,
that look into the significance of Halford Mackinder's heritage in the context of a vastly changed
world situation. In particular, it attempts to examine how policy makers and strategic thinkers have
used these geopolitical concepts as justification for their policy in the region. Finally, it attempts an
analysis of the extent to which this policy thinking was translated into practice. While the study
looks into how the vision of the 'pivotal' significance of a vast expanse of land finds its echoes in
contemporary narratives, it also underlines the very creative ways in which Mackinder's ideas have
been reinterpreted in keeping with the changing global dynamics. Making use of the way in which
the region has been traditionally defined and the way in which the people defined themselves, the
study brings into focus a debate on the usefulness of region or 'area'-based studies that are located
in geographical imaginations. Anita Sengupta uses this connection to examine the following issues:



geopolitical imaginations and their relevance in identifying 'areas' in the present context; the
intersection between how areas are defined from an outsider perspective and how people define
themselves; the extent to which these definitions have influenced policy; and the possibility or
feasibility of the development of alternative geostrategic discourses. Mackinder himself did not
specify the geographical area identified first as the 'pivot' and later the 'heartland,' but his ideas
were focused on the 'closed heartland of Euro-Asia,' an area that was unassailable by sea power.
This study therefore centers its debates around the Eurasian space in general, though the focus is on
the Central Asian region and Uzbekistan in particular. The book is ideal for specialists working on
the Eurasian region, graduate students interested in geopolitics as well as Eurasian and Central
Asian studies, and undergraduates studying political science and international relations.
  geopolitical heartland: Geopolitics, Geography and Strategic History Geoffrey Sloan,
2017-02-17 This volume examines geopolitics by looking at the interaction between geography,
strategy and history. This book addresses three interrelated questions: why does the geographical
scope of political objectives and subsequent strategy of states change? How do these changes occur?
Over what period of time do these changes occur? The theories of Sir Halford Mackinder and
Nicholas Spykman are examined in order to provide an analytical narrative for five case studies, four
historical and one contemporary. Taken together they offer the prospect of converting descriptions
of historical change into analytic explanations, thereby highlighting the importance of a number of
commonly overlooked variables. In addition, the case studies will illuminate the challenges that
states face when attempting to change the scope of their foreign policy and geo-strategy in response
to shifts in the geopolitical reality. This book breaks new ground in seeking to provide a way to
understand why and how the geographical scope of political objectives and subsequent strategy both
expands and contracts. This book will be of much interest to students of geopolitics, strategic
studies, military history, and international relations.
  geopolitical heartland: The Geopolitics Of Southern Africa Kent H Butts, Paul R Thomas,
2019-07-09 South Africa is the dominant force in an area that is of increasing strategic importance
to the West, yet few studies address the geopolitical pressures that dictate the course of events
there. Analyzing South Africa’s base of power, the authors argue that because South Africa’s
relationships with other states in Southern Africa are asymmetrical in nature, the country has
substantial economic and political leverage in the region. Control of Southern Africa’s transport
infrastructure and the ability to project a conventional or surrogate military presence throughout the
region, for example, gives South Africa the power to affect the economic and political stability of
virtually all regional states. Asymmetry also characterizes relationships at the global level. Because
the West depends upon South Africa for access to the region’s strategic minerals, for the security of
the Cape oil route, and for the country’s ability to counterbalance the Soviet presence in Southern
Africa, South Africa exercises considerable influence over the African foreign policies of the
superpowers. Focusing on the major geopolitical variables affecting South Africa’s ability to sustain
power, the authors analyze the economic and geographic factors that contribute to asymmetrical
relationships and examine the pluralism that divides South African society. Pretoria’s successful
foreign policy, which has created a security corridor of new buffer states, is given particular
emphasis. In addition, the authors provide a detailed analysis of South Africa’s minerals-based
economy and discuss the implications for regional stability of economic sanctions against South
Africa. Finally, they outline a policy framework that takes regional economic, political, and
geographic realities into account.
  geopolitical heartland: Geopolitics Francis Sempa, 2017-07-12 Writers, observers, and
practitioners of international politics frequently invoke the term geopolitics to describe, explain, or
analyze specific foreign policy issues and problems. Such generalized usage ignores the fact that
geopolitics as a method of understanding international relations has a history that includes a
common vocabulary, well-established if sometimes conflicting concepts, an extensive body of
thought, and a recognized group of theorists and scholars. In Geopolitics, Francis P. Sempa presents
a history of geopolitical thought and applies its classical analyses to Cold War and post-Cold War



international relations. While mindful of the impact of such concepts as globalization and the
information revolution on our understanding of contemporary events, Sempa emphasizes traditional
geopolitical theories in explaining the outcome of the Cold War. He shows that, the struggle between
the Western allies and the Soviet empire was unique in its ideological component and nuclear
standoff, the Cold War fits into a recurring geopolitical pattern. It can be seen as a consequence of
competition between land powers and sea powers, and between a potential Eurasian hegemonic
power and a coalition of states opposed to that would-be hegemony. The collapse of the Soviet
empire ended the most recent threat to global stability. Acting as a successor to the British Empire,
the United States organized, funded, and led a grand coalition that successfully countered the Soviet
quest for domination. No power or alliance posed an immediate threat to the global balance of
power. Indeed, the end of the Cold War generated hopes for a new world order and predictions that
economics would replace geopolitics as the driving force in international politics. Russian instability,
the nuclear dimension of the India-Pakistan conflict, and Chinese bids for dominance have turned
the Asia-Pacific region into what Mahan called debatable and debated ground. Russi
  geopolitical heartland: Geographies, Genders and Geopolitics of James Bond Lisa
Funnell, Klaus Dodds, 2016-12-27 This book discusses the representational geographies of the Bond
film franchise and how they inform our reading of 007 as a hero. Offering a new and
interdisciplinary lens through which the franchise can be analyzed, Funnell and Dodds explore a
range of topics that have been largely, if not entirely, overlooked in Bond film scholarship. These
topics include: the shifting and gendering of geopolitical relations; the differing depiction and
evaluation of vertical/modern and horizontal/pre-modern spaces; the use of classical elements in
defining gender, sexuality, heroic competency, and geopolitical conflict; and the ongoing importance
of haptics (i.e. touch), kinesics (i.e. movement), and proxemics (i.e. the use of space) in defining the
embodied and emotive world of Bond. This book is comprehensive in nature and scope as it
discusses all 24 films in the official Bond canon and theorizes about the future direction of the
franchise.
  geopolitical heartland: Engaging Geopolitics Kathleen E Braden, Fred M Shelley, 2014-09-11
Engaging Geopolitics provides a comprehensive introduction to the influence of geography,
demography and economics on politics and international relations in the world in which we live
today. The authors' expressed aim is to make geopolitics more accessible to undergraduate students,
with the hope that the book will be an ideal starting pointing for those who will be moving vertically
into more advanced courses in political geography or laterally into other concerns of international
affairs.
  geopolitical heartland: Geopolitics and Empire Gerry Kearns, 2009-06-11 Geopolitics and
Empire examines the relations between two phenomena that are central to modern conceptions of
international relations. Geopolitics is the understanding of the inter-relations between empires,
states, individuals, private companies, NGOs and multilateral agencies as these are expressed and
shaped spatially. This view of the world achieved notoriety as the scientific basis claimed by Nazi
ideologists of global conquest. However, under this or another name, similar sets of ideas were
important on both sides of the Cold War and now have a renewed resonance in debates over the
New World Order of the so-called Global War on Terror. Geopolitics is a way of describing the
conflicts between states as constrained by both physical and economic space. It makes such conflicts
seem inevitable. The argument of the book is that this view of the world continues to appear salient
because it serves to make the projection of force overseas seem an inevitable aspect of the foreign
policy of states. This quasi-Darwinian view of international relations makes the pursuit of Empire
appear a responsibility of larger and more powerful states. Powerful states must become Empires or
submit to others seeking something similar. In its associations with Empire, the study of Geopolitics
returns continually to the ideas of a British geographer who never himself used the term. Halford
Mackinder is the source of many of the ideas of Geopolitics and by examining his ideas both in their
original context and as they have been repeatedly rediscovered and reinvented this book contributes
to current discussions of the ideology and practices of the US Empire today.



  geopolitical heartland: Eurasian Maritime Geopolitics Kent E. Calder, 2025-02-07 Eurasian
Maritime Geopolitics by Kent E. Calder examines the strategic geography of the sea lanes from
Northeast Asia through the Indian Ocean to Europe, through which much of the world's energy and
information flow. Calder shows how changing technology and economic patterns have profoundly
transformed the global significance of those passageways since the end of the Cold War, with fateful
consequences for the strategic calculations of both the United States and a rising China. The decline
of the US shipping and shipbuilding sectors, coupled with the rise of their Chinese counterparts, is a
major part of this hybrid equation. The book provides readers a history of the changing economic
role of the sea lanes as well as the decline of US maritime competitiveness. It chronicles how
maritime flows of energy, commodities, and information through submarine cables have increased.
Calder's clear eyed assessment documents the uncertainties relating to Eurasian sea lanes
stretching from Taiwan to the Red Sea and beyond in the post-Ukraine world.
  geopolitical heartland: Globalization and Geopolitics in the Middle East Anoushiravan
Ehteshami, 2007-03-14 Examining globalization in the Middle East, this book provides a much
needed assessment of the impact of globalization in the ‘greater’ Middle East, including North
Africa, in the context of the powerful geopolitical forces at work in shaping the region today. Written
by a well-known authority in this area, this book demonstrates that, unlike in other regions, such as
East Asia, geopolitics has been a critical factor in driving globalization in the Middle East. The
author argues that whereas elsewhere globalisation has opened up the economy, society, culture
and attitudes to the environment; in the Middle East it has had the opposite effect, with poor state
formation, little interregional trade, foreign and interregional investment, and reassertion of
traditional identities. This book explores the impact of globalization on the polities, economies and
social environment of the greater Middle East, in the context of the region’s position as the central
site of global geopolitical competition at the start of the twenty-first century.
  geopolitical heartland: Russia, Eurasia and the New Geopolitics of Energy Roger E.
Kanet, Matthew Sussex, 2015-10-05 By combining perspectives from experts in domestic politics,
regional politics, and specialists in international security, this edited volume focuses on the central
role of energy production and supply in the Russian-Western completion across Eurasia.
  geopolitical heartland: India and Inner Asia Mahesh Ranjan Debata, Selbi Hanova,
2024-02-13 This book studies India’s historical, socio-cultural, and trade linkages with Inner Asia.
Inner Asia includes the landlocked regions within East Asia and North Asia that are part of today's
Western China, Mongolia, the Russian Far East, and Siberia. The book examines issues of
geopolitics, geoeconomics, climate change and regional cooperation and discusses the importance of
the fabled Silk Road for the countries of Inner Asia. It also analyses the impact India has wielded
upon the region through its cultural traits and how Buddhism has remained a binding force between
the people of the two regions. Lucid and topical, this book will be useful for scholars and researchers
of Asian studies, Central Asian studies, area studies, geopolitics, international trade, international
relations, defence and strategic studies, diplomacy and foreign policy, and political studies. It will
also be of interest to policymakers, bureaucrats, diplomats and think tanks.
  geopolitical heartland: Central Asia and Regional Security Mr P L Dash, Ms Anita
Sengupta, Mr Murat M Bakhadirov, 2014-02-15 While security concerns have assumed salience
across the globe, Afghanistan’s proximity to Central Asia has meant that security or perceptions of
insecurity dominate the strategic discourse in the region. Issues that stand out include the
challenges that the Central Asian states will face in terms of stability, ethnic tensions, radicalization
of youth, destabilization of commodity flows and energy security and the impact that these could
have on Central Asian society. However, security cannot just be defined in terms of security at the
borders. It needs to be defined in ‘cosmopolitan’ terms through an array of issues like movements
across borders, radicalism within states, the sharing of water, and various multilateral attempts at
combating insecurity. This volume is an attempt to focus on some of these issues that reflect on
perceptions of security principally from Indian and Uzbek positions. It examines shifts over the last
two decades, from debates on the geopolitical importance of the region from a great game



perspective to the salience of new engagements within the international arena.
  geopolitical heartland: Geopolitics, Geography and Strategy Colin S. Gray, Geoffrey Sloan,
2014-01-14 Geopolitical conditions influence all strategic behaviour - even when cooperation among
different kinds of military power is expected as the norm, action has to be planned and executed in
specific physical environments. The geographical world cannot be avoided, and it happens to be
'organized' into land, sea, air and space - and possibly the electromagnetic spectrum including
'cyberspace'. Although the meaning of geography for strategy is a perpetual historical theme,
explicit theory on the subject is only one hundred years old. Ideas about the implication of
geographical, especially spatial, relationships for political power - which is to say 'geopolitics'-
flourished early in the twentieth century. Divided into theory and practice sections, this volume
covers the big names such as Mackinder, Mahan and Haushofer, as well as looking back at the vital
influence of weather and geography on naval power in the long age of sail (sixteenth to nineteenth
centuries). It also looks forward to the consequences of the revival of geopolitics in post-Soviet
Russia and the new space-based field of astropolitics.
  geopolitical heartland: ITJEMAST 12(4) 2021 , 2021-04-15 ITJEMAST publishes a wide
spectrum of research and technical articles as well as reviews, experiments, experiences, modelings,
simulations, designs, and innovations from engineering, sciences, life sciences, and related
disciplines as well as interdisciplinary/cross-disciplinary/multidisciplinary subjects. Original work is
required. Article submitted must not be under consideration of other publishers for publications.
  geopolitical heartland: Heartlands of Eurasia Anita Sengupta, 2009-07-16 Heartlands of
Eurasia explores how received metageographical knowledge informs the understanding of global
processes and is subsequently transformed into geopolitical reasoning with foreign policy
implications. It provides a detailed examination of writings, from both within the region and outside,
that look into the significance of Halford Mackinder's heritage in the context of a vastly changed
world situation. In particular, it attempts to examine how policy makers and strategic thinkers have
used these geopolitical concepts as justification for their policy in the region. Finally, it attempts an
analysis of the extent to which this policy thinking was translated into practice. While the study
looks into how the vision of the 'pivotal' significance of a vast expanse of land finds its echoes in
contemporary narratives, it also underlines the very creative ways in which Mackinder's ideas have
been reinterpreted in keeping with the changing global dynamics. Making use of the way in which
the region has been traditionally defined and the way in which the people defined themselves, the
study brings into focus a debate on the usefulness of region or 'area'-based studies that are located
in geographical imaginations. Anita Sengupta uses this connection to examine the following issues:
geopolitical imaginations and their relevance in identifying 'areas' in the present context; the
intersection between how areas are defined from an outsider perspective and how people define
themselves; the extent to which these definitions have influenced policy; and the possibility or
feasibility of the development of alternative geostrategic discourses. Mackinder himself did not
specify the geographical area identified first as the 'pivot' and later the 'heartland,' but his ideas
were focused on the 'closed heartland of Euro-Asia,' an area that was unassailable by sea power.
This study therefore centers its debates around the Eurasian space in general, though the focus is on
the Central Asian region and Uzbekistan in particular. The book is ideal for specialists working on
the Eurasian region, graduate students interested in geopolitics as well as Eurasian and Central
Asian studies, and undergraduates studying political science and international relations.
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