god in other religions

god in other religions is a topic that explores the diverse and complex understandings of divinity
across various faith traditions around the world. Different religions conceptualize god or gods in
unique ways, influenced by culture, history, and theology. From monotheistic views emphasizing a
single, all-powerful deity to polytheistic systems with multiple gods governing different aspects of life,
the perception of god in other religions reveals a rich tapestry of spiritual beliefs. This article
examines key conceptions of god in major world religions, including Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam,
Christianity, and indigenous spiritualities. It also highlights how these interpretations influence
religious practices and cultural identities. Understanding god in other religions provides insight into
human spirituality and the universal quest for meaning. The following sections will delve into these
perspectives in detail.

Monotheism: God in Abrahamic Religions

Polytheism and Pantheism in Eastern Religions

God Concepts in Indigenous and Tribal Religions

Philosophical and Mystical Interpretations of Divinity

e Comparative Themes and Commonalities

Monotheism: God in Abrahamic Religions

The Abrahamic religions—Judaism, Christianity, and Islam—share a foundational belief in one supreme
God who is the creator and ruler of the universe. This monotheistic understanding emphasizes God's
omnipotence, omniscience, and moral authority. Each religion, however, articulates distinct attributes
and revelations of God that shape its theology and practices.

Judaism

In Judaism, God is understood as Yahweh, the singular, eternal, and transcendent being who
established a covenant with the Israelites. God is personal, involved in human history, and revealed
through the Torah. The emphasis is on ethical monotheism, where adherence to God's laws guides
communal and individual life.

Christianity

Christianity shares the monotheistic foundation but introduces the concept of the Trinity, describing
God as one essence in three persons: Father, Son (Jesus Christ), and Holy Spirit. This doctrine
underscores God's incarnation and redemptive role through Jesus, emphasizing love, grace, and
salvation.



Islam

Islam presents God as Allah, the singular, all-powerful creator who is merciful and just. The Quran
serves as the divine revelation to Prophet Muhammad, detailing God's will and guidance. Islamic
teachings stress submission to Allah's will as the path to righteousness and eternal reward.

Unity and oneness of God

God as creator and sustainer

Personal relationship with God

Revelation through sacred texts

Moral and ethical guidance

Polytheism and Pantheism in Eastern Religions

Eastern religious traditions often embrace polytheistic or pantheistic views of divinity, where multiple
gods or a universal spirit encompass the divine reality. These perspectives reflect complex theological
systems that integrate mythology, philosophy, and ritual practice.

Hinduism

Hinduism is characterized by a vast pantheon of gods and goddesses, each representing various
aspects of the supreme reality, Brahman. The religion embraces both polytheism and monism,
recognizing many deities while asserting an underlying unity of all existence.

Buddhism

Buddhism generally does not focus on a creator god but acknowledges divine beings in some
traditions. The emphasis is on enlightenment and liberation from suffering through personal practice
and insight rather than worship of gods.

Shinto

Shinto, the indigenous spirituality of Japan, venerates kami—spirits associated with natural
phenomena, ancestors, and sacred places. Kami are not gods in a monotheistic sense but are revered
as manifestations of spiritual forces within the world.

e Multiple deities representing diverse aspects of life



Integration of mythological narratives

Focus on harmony with nature and cosmos

Rituals and festivals honoring gods and spirits

Philosophical views of ultimate reality

God Concepts in Indigenous and Tribal Religions

Indigenous and tribal religions worldwide have varied conceptions of god or gods, often deeply
connected to nature and community life. These beliefs emphasize the sacredness of the environment,
ancestors, and spiritual forces that govern existence.

Animism

Animism posits that natural objects and phenomena possess spiritual essence. This belief system
sees the divine as immanent in animals, plants, rocks, rivers, and other elements of the natural world,
fostering respect and reciprocal relationships.

Totemism

Totemism identifies clans or groups with particular animals or natural symbols believed to have
spiritual significance. These totems serve as protective entities and link communities to the divine
realm.

Ancestor Worship

Many indigenous religions honor deceased ancestors as intermediaries between the living and the
spiritual world. Ancestors are revered as guardians who influence prosperity, health, and guidance.

e Spiritual connection to nature

e Community-centered religious practices

e Rituals invoking spirits and ancestors

e Oral traditions conveying sacred knowledge

e Emphasis on balance and harmony



Philosophical and Mystical Interpretations of Divinity

Beyond organized religions, philosophical and mystical traditions offer nuanced understandings of god
or ultimate reality. These interpretations often transcend specific dogmas and explore the nature of
existence, consciousness, and the divine.

Neoplatonism

Neoplatonic philosophy describes the One as the ultimate source of all being, beyond attributes and
form. This conception influenced early Christian theology and later mystical thought.

Sufism

Sufism, the mystical dimension of Islam, emphasizes a personal and experiential knowledge of God
through love, devotion, and spiritual discipline. Sufis seek union with the divine essence beyond
formal religious structures.

Advaita Vedanta

Advaita Vedanta, a school of Hindu philosophy, teaches non-dualism—the idea that the individual soul
(Atman) and ultimate reality (Brahman) are identical. This realization dissolves the illusion of
separateness and reveals the unity of all existence.

Focus on metaphysical unity

Emphasis on direct experience of the divine

Use of meditation and contemplation

Transcendence of dogmatic boundaries

Influence on various religious traditions

Comparative Themes and Commonalities

Despite the diversity of beliefs about god in other religions, several common themes emerge that
highlight shared aspects of human spirituality. These universal elements reflect humanity’s enduring
qguest to understand the divine and our place in the cosmos.



Divine Transcendence and Immanence

Many religions balance the idea of god as both transcendent—existing beyond the material
world—and immanent—present within creation. This duality allows for a god who is both unknowable
and intimately involved in life.

Moral and Ethical Foundations

Concepts of god often provide the basis for moral codes and ethical behavior, guiding individuals and
societies toward justice, compassion, and harmony.

Ritual and Worship Practices

Expressions of devotion to god or gods include prayer, meditation, sacrifice, and communal
ceremonies. These practices foster spiritual connection and reinforce religious identity.

Ultimate Purpose and Salvation

Beliefs about god frequently address questions of life’s meaning, the afterlife, and the possibility of
salvation or liberation from suffering.

Unity in diversity of divine concepts

Spiritual and ethical guidance

Human connection to the sacred

Dynamic interplay of belief and practice

e Continued relevance in contemporary society

Frequently Asked Questions

How is God perceived in Hinduism?

In Hinduism, God is understood in various forms and manifestations, including a single supreme
reality called Brahman, as well as many deities like Vishnu, Shiva, and Devi, representing different
aspects of the divine.

What is the concept of God in Buddhism?

Buddhism generally does not focus on a creator God; instead, it emphasizes personal spiritual



development and enlightenment. Some traditions include celestial beings, but these are not
considered omnipotent creators.

How do Muslims view God?

In Islam, God is called Allah and is understood as the one, indivisible, and all-powerful creator and
sustainer of the universe, characterized by attributes such as mercy, justice, and omniscience.

What is the Jewish understanding of God?

Judaism believes in a single, all-powerful God who created the universe and maintains a covenant
with the Jewish people, emphasizing God's oneness, holiness, and justice.

Do indigenous religions believe in a god?

Many indigenous religions believe in a supreme creator or Great Spirit as well as numerous spirits
connected to nature, ancestors, and the environment, often with a strong emphasis on harmony and
balance.

How is God depicted in Sikhism?

Sikhism teaches belief in one formless, eternal God who is beyond human understanding but
accessible through devotion, meditation, and living a truthful life.

What role do gods play in ancient Greek religion?

Ancient Greek religion featured a pantheon of gods and goddesses, each overseeing different aspects
of life and nature, such as Zeus as the king of gods and Athena as the goddess of wisdom.

Is the concept of God in Christianity different from other
religions?

Christianity centers on belief in one God in three persons (the Trinity): Father, Son (Jesus Christ), and
Holy Spirit, emphasizing a personal relationship with God through Jesus.

How is God understood in Taoism?

Taoism focuses on the Tao, an impersonal force that is the source and principle underlying everything
in the universe, rather than a personal God with human attributes.

Do religions like Jainism worship a god?

Jainism does not worship a creator god but reveres liberated souls called Tirthankaras who serve as
spiritual exemplars, emphasizing self-discipline and non-violence to achieve liberation.



Additional Resources

1. The Bhagavad Gita

The Bhagavad Gita is a 700-verse Hindu scripture that is part of the Indian epic Mahabharata. It is a
dialogue between Prince Arjuna and the god Krishna, who serves as his charioteer. The text explores
important spiritual concepts such as duty (dharma), righteousness, and devotion, offering profound
insights into the nature of God and the self.

2. The Quran

The Quran is the central religious text of Islam, believed to be the literal word of God (Allah) as
revealed to the Prophet Muhammad. It addresses theological concepts, moral guidance, and the
nature of God'’s relationship with humanity. The Quran is revered as the ultimate authority in Islamic
faith and practice.

3. The Tao Te Ching

Attributed to the ancient Chinese philosopher Laozi, the Tao Te Ching is a foundational text of Taoism.
It explores the Tao, often translated as "the Way," which is the fundamental principle underlying the
universe and divine order. The text emphasizes harmony with the natural flow of life and the ineffable
nature of the divine.

4. The Dhammapada

The Dhammapada is a collection of sayings of the Buddha in verse form and one of the most widely

read and studied texts in Theravada Buddhism. While Buddhism does not focus on a creator god, the
text delves into spiritual wisdom, ethical conduct, and the path to enlightenment. It provides insight

into how individuals can transcend suffering through understanding the nature of existence.

5. The Avesta

The Avesta is the primary collection of sacred texts of Zoroastrianism, one of the world’s oldest
monotheistic religions. It includes hymns, rituals, and teachings attributed to the prophet Zoroaster.
The Avesta discusses Ahura Mazda, the supreme god representing truth and light, and outlines the
cosmic struggle between good and evil.

6. The Upanishads

The Upanishads are a series of ancient Indian philosophical texts that form the theoretical basis for
Hinduism. They explore the nature of ultimate reality (Brahman) and the soul (Atman), discussing the
relationship between the individual and the divine. These texts have deeply influenced spiritual
thought about God and existence in Indian traditions.

7. The Guru Granth Sahib

The Guru Granth Sahib is the central religious scripture of Sikhism, regarded by Sikhs as the final,
sovereign guru. It contains hymns and poetry that emphasize devotion to one God, equality, and
social justice. The text serves as both spiritual guide and liturgical book in Sikh worship.

8. The Book of Mormon

The Book of Mormon is a sacred text of the Latter-day Saint movement, which presents an account of
ancient prophets in the Americas. It complements the Bible and discusses God's dealings with His
children, emphasizing faith in Jesus Christ and the restoration of the gospel. The book is considered
scripture by millions of members worldwide.

9. The Kojiki
The Kojiki, or "Records of Ancient Matters," is Japan’s oldest extant chronicle, detailing the creation



myths and genealogies of the Shinto gods (kami). It outlines the divine origins of Japan and its
imperial family, providing insight into Shinto beliefs about the sacred and the divine presence in
nature. The text is foundational for understanding Japanese religious traditions.
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god in other religions: Christianity and Other Religions John Hick, Brian Hebblethwaite, 1981

god in other religions: The Second Vatican Council on Other Religions Gerald O'Collins,
2013-03-28 Many observers greeted the Second Vatican Council (1962-65) as the most important
religious event in the twentieth century. Its implementation and impact are still being felt in the
Catholic Church, the wider Christian world, and beyond. One sea change that Vatican II brought
concerned Roman Catholic attitudes towards Judaism, Islam, and other religions. Gerald O'Collins
breaks fresh ground by examining in detail five documents from the Council which embodied a new
mindset about other religious faiths and mandated changes that quickly led to international and
national dialogues between the Catholic Church and the followers of non-Christian religions. The
book also includes chapters on the insights that prepared the way for the rethinking expressed by
Vatican II, and on the follow-up to the Council's teaching found in the work of Pope John Paul II and
Jacques Dupuis. O'Collins ably illustrates how the Council made a startling advance in official
Catholic teaching about followers of other living faiths. Carefully researched, the book is written in
the clear, accessible style that readers of previous works by O'Collins will recognize.

god in other religions: The Christian Attitude to Other Religions E. C. Dewick, 2011-06-09
First published in 1953, these Hulsean Lectures review the policy and methods of Christian missions
to non-Christians.

god in other religions: Judaism and Other Religions Alan Brill, 2010-04-14 With insight and
scholarship, Alan Brill crisply outlines the traditional Jewish approaches to other religions for an age
of globalization. He provides a fresh perspective on Biblical and Rabbinic texts, offering new ways of
thinking about other faiths. In the majority of volume, he develops the categories of theology of
religions for Jewish text and arranges the texts according classification widely used in interfaith
work: inclusivist, exclusivist, universalist, and pluralist. Judaism and Other Religions is essential for
a Jewish theological understanding of the various issues in encounters with other religions. With
passion and clarity, Brill argues that in today's world of strong religious passions and intolerance, it
is necessary to go beyond secular tolerance toward moderate and mediating religious positions.

god in other religions: What's the Big Deal About Other Religions? John Ankerberg, Dillon
Burroughs, 2008-03-01 Authors John Ankerberg and Dillon Burroughs continue their exciting What's
the Big Deal? series with concise, informative answers to the many questions people are asking
about the major religious groups in the world. The groups in this book are so widespread that
readers are likely to encounter their followers in their own neighborhoods, schools, and workplaces.
Which makes it important to understand what they believe, and why. Included in this volume are
Islam, Judaism, Buddhism, Hinduism, Mormonism, and the Jehovah's Witnesses. And for each group,
readers will discover... the origins and history the key teachings and leaders the major writings the
traditions and special observances how they differ from Christianity Ankerberg and Burroughs are
masterful at focusing on the key essentials readers need to know. And they include many exclusive
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interviews with experts, as well as numerous fascinating insights—all of which makes for compelling
reading.

god in other religions: Christianity and Other Religions John Hick, Brian Hebblethwaite,
2014-10-01 Edited by two of the most prominent names in interfaith dialogue, this is an introduction
to the complex relationships between Christianity and the other world faiths. Featuring essays from
some of the key thinkers in the Christian faith. It covers both Catholic and Protestant approaches,
and features all the rival points of view, including the uncompromising absolutism of Karl Barth and
Pope John Paul I, the more ecumenical approaches of Karl Rahner and Hans Kung, and the religious
pluralism of Wilfred Cantwell Smith and John Hick, among others.

god in other religions: Muslim Perceptions of Other Religions Jacques Waardenburg,
1999-08-19 Since its inception, Islam and its civilization have been in continuous relationships with
other religions, cultures, and civilizations, including not only different forms of Christianity and
Judaism inside and outside the Middle East, Zoroastrianism and Manicheism, Hinduism and even
Buddhism, but also tribal religions in West and East Africa, in South Russia and in Central Asia,
including Tibet. The essays collected here examine the many texts that have come down to us about
these cultures and their religions, from Muslim theologians and jurists, travelers and historians, and
men of letters and of culture.

god in other religions: What Christians Can Learn from Other Religions ]. Philip
Wogaman, 2014-01-01 This book's ten easy-to-read chapters show readers what Christians can learn
from different religions, achieving insight into love, sin, ritual, the importance of myth to convey
truth, the foundational roots of Christianity, the dark side of Christian history and many other
important ways to see and interpret the world and to understand God. Original.

god in other religions: Understanding Other Religions Kemal Ataman, 2008

god in other religions: Attitudes to Other Religions David Arthur Pailin, 1984 Ch. 5 (p. 63-80),
The Treatment of Judaism, discusses the attempts of Christian apologists to reconcile the divine
origin of the Jewish religion with its defectiveness, yet at the same time not to impute any defect to
God or His revelation. Christian theologians criticized Judaism, reflecting New Testament strictures
and current anti-Jewish polemics, in their arguments for the truth of Christianity. Gives examples of
the views expressed by various theologians. Pp. 181-197 contain excerpts from texts by Isaac
Barrow, Pierre Bayle, Charles Leslie, and Bernard Picart.

god in other religions: Stepping Stones To Other Religions: A Christian Theology of
Inter-religious Dialogue Dermot A. Lane,

god in other religions: Bible Myths, and Their Parallels in Other Religions Thomas William
Doane, 1883

god in other religions: Critique of Hinduism and Other Religions Lakshmanasastri Josi, 1996

god in other religions: Islam and Other Religions Irfan Omar, 2013-09-13 This collection of
essays assesses various dimensions of dialogue between Islam and other religions, especially
Christianity. This book celebrates the work of Professor Mahmoud Ayoub and reflects the themes
that are central in his scholarship spanned over the last three decades and which are more relevant
than ever at the inauguration of the twenty-first century. The themes reflected are the Qur’an and
hadith, theology and philosophy, and Islam’s interaction with other religions. Ayoub needs no
introduction to those familiar with and engaged in inter-religious dialogue in general and
Muslim-Christian-Jewish dialogue in particular. He is a well-known Muslim scholar and historian of
religion, currently director of the Islamic studies program in the department of religion at Temple
University in Philadelphia. His broad area of interest is of course Islamic studies but he has also
exerted considerable scholarly efforts in comparative religion. As evidenced from Dr. Ayoub’s works,
he moves with ease between philosophy and mysticism, scripture and tradition and between Islam
and other religions. As a Muslim, Ayoub has provided a model of being religious which combines
openness to others without compromising rigorous historical scholarship. Contributors to this
volume include some of his close friends and colleagues, as well as former students both Muslim and
Christian. This book was previously published as a special issue of Islam and Christian-Muslim




Relations.

god in other religions: Perspectives on theology of religions Jaco Beyers, Piet J. van der
Merwe, Wilhelmina Magdalena Shaw, Ronald Allen Baatsen, Johannes Janse van Rensburg, Tessa
Freeman, 2017-11-23 In the public theology discourse, the concept ‘public square’ has become
significant. In today’s multicultural and globalised world it is inevitable that people with different
religious affiliations will encounter one another in the public square. ‘Public theology’ cannot but
become ‘theology of religions’. Scholars in the field of religion studies are compelled to reflect
theologically on the relevance of religiosity in the postmodern secular world. The term ‘theology of
religions’ refers to the academic inquiry into the relationship between religions. The collected essays
constitute such an inquiry. In the end, it is not so much about the encounter of religions, but rather
of people. Religion is no longer regarded as a monolithic body of beliefs and practices. The authors
concede that the concept ‘religion’ is too fluid to be delineated precisely. The book’s approach to the
relationship between religions, i.e. ‘theology of religions’, reflects how the authors understand the
origin and nature of religion (a ‘theology of religion’ in the singular). This book focuses more on
‘theology of religions’ (plural) than on ‘theology of religion’ (singular). The main objective of the
book is to present a variety of perspectives on how theology of religions manifested in different
contexts. This includes historical (i.e. Luther’s theology of religions and the Roman Catholic position
on other religions as taken by Vatican II) as well as cultural and religious perspectives. In the first
chapter, the editor gives a brief overview of the development of the discipline of theology of
religions. The postmodern era is characterised by an almost non-foundational approach. The second
chapter traces the development of the discipline in the Roman Catholic tradition in particular. This
contribution is based on the insights of P.J. van der Merwe (1944-2014), who as researcher and
Head of the Department of Science of Religion and Missiology at the University of Pretoria,
developed a specific theological position on non-Christian religions. A whole generation of
theologians was trained in this school of thought. He passed away in 2014 and this publication pays
tribute to his life’s work on religions and their relations. The contributions that follow are the
culmination of the research of postgraduate students at the University of Pretoria. The third chapter
presents a perspective on the Reformation, with a particular focus on Martin Luther. In this year of
the quincentenary anniversary of the Reformation the legacy of Reformed belief is highlighted. The
fourth chapter describes the relationship between Christianity and Islam from the perspective of a
willingness to embrace. The fifth chapter analyses the relation between Christianity, Judaism and
Islam from the perspective of intergroup threat theory. A model for theology of religions in a South
African context is developed in the sixth and final chapter. This scholarly book pays tribute to the
academic contribution of P.]. van der Merwe, mentor of the authors of these multifaceted reflections
on theology of religions. The target audience is specialists in the field of religion studies. The
distinctive contribution of the book is the innovative perspectives on the relationship between Islam
and Christianity in both the Roman Catholic and Protestant contexts.

god in other religions: The Bible: God’s Only Religion Rabbi Moshe Ben-Chaim, 2016-05-01
Religions conflict: they all cannot be God’s word. One alone is the truth. We must choose, but how?
This book asks the questions we all know we must answer. “The Bible: God’s Only Religion is an
honest presentation of history, facts and religions: a rational solution that identifies God's true word.
Fundamentals are questioned, asking the reader to face core issues and religious beliefs. Proof must
be applied to all areas, including religion. The author asks the reader to question his or her
emotional biases and accepted beliefs, which blind man from truth. He then exposes the problems in
the major religions, displaying how the Bible is the only proven word of God. Finally, he shares
astonishing Biblical insights uncovered from God’s clues. You too will marvel at the depth and
wisdom of the Bible, not found in any other religion.

god in other religions: God's Rivals Gerald R. McDermott, 2009-08-20 Gerald R. McDermott
explores the question, Why are there other religions? He looks at teaching from the Old and New
Testaments and from a number of key teachers from the early church to suggest an answer to this
perplexing but intriguing question.



god in other religions: Religion in Life and Society Michael Keene, 2002-08-31 This textbook
covers the GCSE Religious Studies course for EDEXCEL 'A' - Religion in Life and Religion in Society.

god in other religions: Theology and the Religions Viggo Mortensen, 2003 The academic study
of religion is undergoing great changes in response to globalization. Just as sociologists now find it
necessary to think in terms of multiculturalism, so religion scholars and theologians today must work
in the context of multireligiosity. Globalization is leading not only to multiethnic societies but also to
plurality in religions and worldviews. Theology and the Religions: A Dialogue offers the first
sustained analysis of the trend toward multireligiosity and its implications for the study of religion.
Drawing on the resources of cultural analysis, religious studies, and theology, an international slate
of scholars explores the relation of multiculturality and multireligiosity, the need for interreligious
dialogue, and the possibilities for a theology of religions. This groundbreaking work is supported by
case studies of various religious traditions in diverse cultures from around the world. Special
attention is paid to Christian theological reflection, however, since, as a global religion, Christianity
is particularly challenged by multireligiosity. Offering an engaging, wide-angle view of religion
worldwide, Theology and the Religions makes a vital contribution to our understanding of the forces
shaping the future of religious and social life. Contributors: Kajsa Ahlstrand Theodor Ahrens
Jan-Martin Berentsen Ulrich Dehn Helene Egnell Marianne C. Qvortrup Fibiger Patrik Friedlund
Virginia Garrard-Burnett Geomon K. George Elisabeth Gerle Friedrich Wilhelm Graf Hans Hauge Ulf
Hedetoft S. Mark Heim Chris Hewer Klaus Hock Michael Ipgrave Andrew ]. Kirk Lene Kuhle Volker
Kuster Aasulv Lande Oddbjorn Leirvik Ole Skjerbeek Madsen Hiromasa Mase Mogens S. Mogensen
Viggo Mortensen Johannes Nissen Klaus Nurnberger Caleb Oladipo Tinu Ruparell Risto Saarinen
Lamin Sanneh Olaf Schumann Notto R. Thelle Joachim Track Vitor Westhelle H. S. Wilson

god in other religions: How Is Christianity Different From Other Religions? John
Ankerberg , Dillon Burroughs, 2020-07-07 Questions about Christianity aren't going away. This book
deals head-on-with some of the controversies commonly asked about Christianity. Don't all religions
lead to God? Isn't it enough for a person to be sincere? What happens to those people who haven't
heard about Jesus? How will you respond? We explore these and more challenging questions in six
engaging sessions to be worked through alone or in a small group.
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