garratt v dailey torts

garratt v dailey torts is a landmark case in the field of tort law,
particularly addressing the concept of intent in intentional torts such as
battery. This case explores critical legal principles surrounding the actions
and mental state of a defendant in causing harm to another person.
Understanding garratt v dailey torts provides valuable insight into how
courts determine liability when it comes to intentional torts and the
importance of intent in establishing fault. The case has been widely studied
in law schools and serves as a foundational example in tort law discussions.
This article will delve into the facts of the case, the legal principles it
established, and its relevance in modern tort law. Additionally, we will
explore how garratt v dailey torts applies to intentional torts, the
significance of intent, and related legal doctrines. The following sections
will provide a comprehensive overview of this pivotal case and its
implications within the broader context of tort law.
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Overview of Garratt v Dailey Case

The case of Garratt v Dailey centers around a dispute involving a five-year-
old boy, Brian Dailey, who moved a chair on which Ruth Garratt intended to
sit, resulting in her falling and sustaining injuries. The key legal question
was whether Dailey had the requisite intent to commit a tortious act,
specifically battery. This case is notable for its focus on the defendant’s
mental state, or intent, rather than the physical act alone. The court
examined whether a child’s action could meet the legal standard for intent in
tort law. Garratt v Dailey ultimately clarified how intent is evaluated, even
in cases involving minors.

Facts of the Case

Ruth Garratt visited Brian Dailey’s home and was about to sit down when



Dailey moved a lawn chair. Garratt subsequently fell and injured herself. She
filed a lawsuit claiming battery, alleging that Dailey intended to cause her
harm by moving the chair. The case raised questions about whether a child
could be held liable for battery based on intent.

Court’s Decision

The Washington Supreme Court ruled in favor of Garratt, holding that Dailey
could be liable if he knew with substantial certainty that Garratt would
attempt to sit where the chair had been. This established that intent in
battery could be inferred from knowledge of the consequences of one’s
actions, even if there was no desire to cause harm.

Intent in Tort Law

Intent is a fundamental element in many tort claims, particularly intentional
torts such as battery, assault, and false imprisonment. Garratt v Dailey
torts emphasize that intent is not merely about desiring to cause harm but
also about knowing that certain consequences are substantially certain to
occur. This distinction is crucial in determining liability.

Definition of Intent

In tort law, intent refers to the defendant’s purpose or knowledge that their
action will lead to a particular result. The law recognizes two forms of
intent: specific intent, where the defendant desires the outcome, and general
intent, where the defendant knows with substantial certainty that the outcome
will occur.

Intent vs. Negligence

Intentional torts differ from negligence in that the former requires a
deliberate act with intent to cause harm or substantial certainty of harm,
while negligence involves a failure to exercise reasonable care. Garratt v
Dailey torts clarify that even young children can have intent if they meet
the substantial certainty standard, distinguishing intentional acts from mere
accidents.

Application of Garratt v Dailey in Tort Cases

The principles derived from Garratt v Dailey torts have been widely applied
in tort cases involving intentional conduct. Courts use this case as a
benchmark when evaluating the defendant’s mental state and whether intent can
be inferred from their actions and knowledge.



Evaluating Intent in Similar Cases

When assessing intent, courts consider whether the defendant knew with
substantial certainty that their actions would result in harm. This standard
helps in cases where the defendant’s desire to cause harm is unclear but
their knowledge of likely consequences is evident.

Implications for Defendants

Defendants, including minors, can be held liable if their actions meet the
substantial certainty test. Garratt v Dailey torts highlight the importance
of considering the defendant’s awareness and foresight in intentional tort
claims.

Key Legal Principles Established

Garratt v Dailey torts established several critical legal doctrines that
continue to influence tort law. These principles clarify how courts interpret
intent and apply it to various tort claims.

1. Intent includes knowledge with substantial certainty: A defendant who
knows that their act will cause harm can be found to have intent, even
if harm was not the desired outcome.

2. Children can possess intent: Age does not automatically exempt a
defendant from liability if the intent standard is met.

3. Focus on mental state: The case shifted emphasis from physical acts
alone to the mental state behind the action.

Role of Substantial Certainty

The concept of substantial certainty is key in bridging the gap between
deliberate intent and accidental harm. It allows courts to hold defendants
accountable when they foresee the harmful consequences of their actions.

Liability of Minors

Garratt v Dailey torts demonstrated that children can be liable for
intentional torts if they understand the consequences of their actions. This
principle has influenced how courts handle tort claims involving minors.



Impact on Modern Tort Law

The case of Garratt v Dailey continues to be a cornerstone in intentional
tort jurisprudence. Its impact extends to shaping how courts interpret intent
and liability in a variety of tort cases.

Educational Importance

Garratt v Dailey torts are frequently cited in law school curricula to teach
the nuances of intent in tort law. The case provides a clear example of how
intent is proven and the significance of mental state in tort claims.

Influence on Court Decisions

Modern courts often rely on Garratt v Dailey principles to evaluate cases
involving battery and other intentional torts, ensuring that defendants are
held accountable when their actions meet the intent threshold.

Examples of Intentional Torts Related to
Garratt v Dailey

Understanding garratt v dailey torts is essential in recognizing various
intentional torts where intent plays a pivotal role. The case’s principles
apply across a spectrum of tortious acts.

Battery

Battery involves harmful or offensive contact intentionally caused by the
defendant. Garratt v Dailey torts clarify that intent can be established
through knowledge of the likely consequences, not just a desire to harm.

Assault

Assault requires an intentional act creating a reasonable apprehension of
imminent harmful contact. The intent standard from Garratt v Dailey torts
assists in proving the defendant’s mental state.

False Imprisonment

False imprisonment involves intentionally confining another person without
lawful privilege. Intent must be shown, and Garratt v Dailey principles
support the inference of intent based on knowledge of the consequences.



Intentional Infliction of Emotional Distress

This tort requires intentional or reckless conduct causing severe emotional
distress. The insights from Garratt v Dailey torts regarding intent help
establish the defendant’s mental state in these claims.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of Garratt v. Dailey in
tort law?

Garratt v. Dailey is a landmark case in tort law that clarified the concept
of intent in battery, establishing that a person can be liable if they intend
the consequences of their actions or know with substantial certainty that
those consequences will occur.

What were the facts of Garratt v. Dailey?

In Garratt v. Dailey, a young boy, Brian Dailey, moved a chair just as Ruth
Garratt was about to sit down, causing her to fall and injure herself. The
case addressed whether the boy intended to cause harm by moving the chair.

What legal principle did Garratt v. Dailey establish
regarding intent?

The case established that intent in battery includes not only the desire to
cause harm but also knowledge with substantial certainty that harm will
result from one's actions.

How does Garratt v. Dailey define 'intent' in the
context of battery?

Garratt v. Dailey defines intent as acting with the purpose of causing a
harmful or offensive contact or knowing with substantial certainty that such
contact will occur.

Did the court in Garratt v. Dailey hold the
defendant liable for battery?

Yes, the court held that Dailey could be liable if it was proven he knew with
substantial certainty that Garratt would attempt to sit where the chair was
and would be harmed as a result.



Why is Garratt v. Dailey often discussed in law
school torts classes?

Because it illustrates the nuanced concept of intent in intentional torts,
particularly battery, and demonstrates how courts analyze a defendant's state
of mind in determining liability.

What is the 'substantial certainty' test derived
from Garratt v. Dailey?

The 'substantial certainty' test holds that a defendant is considered to have
intended the resulting harm if they knew with substantial certainty that
their actions would cause that harm, even if causing harm was not their
primary purpose.

How does Garratt v. Dailey impact the understanding
of intentional torts?

The case broadens the understanding of intent beyond direct desire to harm,
encompassing knowledge that harm is substantially certain to occur, thus
affecting how liability is determined in intentional tort cases.

Additional Resources

1. Understanding Tort Law: Cases and Materials

This comprehensive textbook covers foundational tort law principles,
including intentional torts like battery and assault. The book provides
detailed case analyses, such as Garratt v. Dailey, to illustrate how courts
interpret intent and liability. It is an essential resource for law students
and practitioners seeking to grasp the complexities of tort liability.

2. Intentional Torts: Theory and Practice

Focusing on intentional torts, this book explores the nuances of intent in
cases like Garratt v. Dailey. It discusses how courts distinguish between
different forms of intent and the impact on liability outcomes. The text also
offers practical insights for litigators handling similar tort claims.

3. Tort Law and Its Underlying Principles

This work delves into the theoretical underpinnings of tort law, using
landmark cases such as Garratt v. Dailey to demonstrate key concepts. It
examines how intent and causation are established in tort claims. The book is
ideal for readers interested in the philosophical and doctrinal aspects of
tort law.

4. Cases and Materials on Torts

A staple casebook for law students, this compilation includes Garratt v.
Dailey among other pivotal tort cases. It provides case excerpts, commentary,
and questions to encourage critical thinking about intentional torts. The



book helps readers develop a strong foundation in tort principles through
real-world examples.

5. The Law of Torts: Intentional Torts

This specialized text focuses exclusively on intentional torts, with detailed
discussions of Garratt v. Dailey. It analyzes how intent is proven and the
significance of transferred intent doctrines. The book is useful for both
academic study and practical application in tort litigation.

6. Principles of Torts

Offering a clear and concise overview of tort law, this book covers the
essentials of intentional torts like battery and false imprisonment. Garratt
v. Dailey is highlighted to explain the concept of intent and substantial
certainty in tort claims. The book is accessible for beginners and serves as
a quick reference guide.

7. Intent and Liability in Tort Law

This book emphasizes the role of intent in establishing liability, using
Garratt v. Dailey as a key example. It explores how courts interpret a
defendant’s mental state and the evidentiary challenges involved. The text is
valuable for law students and legal professionals focusing on tort litigation
strategy.

8. Tort Law in Action: Cases and Commentary

Featuring a wide range of tort cases, this book includes Garratt v. Dailey to
illustrate intentional tort principles. It offers detailed commentary on
judicial reasoning and the evolution of tort doctrines. The book encourages
readers to apply legal concepts to practical scenarios.

9. The Essentials of Tort Law

Designed as an introductory text, this book covers the fundamental aspects of
tort law with a section devoted to intentional torts like those in Garratt v.
Dailey. It explains key legal tests and standards used by courts to determine
liability. The book is suitable for students beginning their study of tort
law.
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the wronged. The tort system offers recourse for people aggrieved and harmed by the actions of
others. By filing a lawsuit, private citizens can demand the attention of alleged wrongdoers to
account for what they’ve done—and of a judge and jury to weigh the claims and set terms of
compensation. This book, which can be used as a primary text for a first-year law school torts
course, maps the progression of the law of torts through the language and example of public judicial
decisions in a range of cases. Taken together, these cases show differing approaches to the problems
of defining legal harm and applying those definitions to a messy world. The cases range from alleged
assault and battery by “The Schoolboy Kicker” (1891) to the liability of General Motors for “The
Crumpling Toe Plate” (1993). Each case is an artifact of its time; students can compare the judges’
societal perceptions and moral compasses to those of the current era. This book is part of the Open
Casebook series from Harvard Law School Library and MIT Press.

garratt v dailey torts: Tort Law Keith N. Hylton, 2016-06-06 Tort Law: A Modern Perspective is
an advanced yet accessible introduction to tort law for lawyers, law students, and others. Reflecting
the way tort law is taught today, it explains the cases and legal doctrines commonly found in
casebooks using modern ideas about public policy, economics, and philosophy. With an emphasis on
policy rationales, Tort Law encourages readers to think critically about the justifications for legal
doctrines. Although the topic of torts is specific, the conceptual approach should pay dividends to
those who are interested broadly in regulatory policy and the role of law. Incorporating three
decades of advancements in tort scholarship, Tort Law is the textbook for modern torts classrooms.

garratt v dailey torts: Explaining Tort and Crime Matthew Dyson, 2022-07-21 Explains the
development of tort law and criminal law in England by reference to other legal systems from
1850-2020.

garratt v dailey torts: LAW OF TORTS (PAPER-I) , 2025-04-21 TP LAW SOLVED SERIES For
LL.B. [Bachelor of Laws] 3 Years, Second Semester Students of ‘University of Lucknow’

garratt v dailey torts: Restatement of the Law, Torts: Intent, recklessness, and
negligence: definition , 2001

garratt v dailey torts: The Self-Help Guide to the Law: Negligence and Personal Injury Law for
Non-Lawyers ]. D. Teller, Esq. , 2016-07-27 Self-Help Guides to the Law™ explain the law in clear,
concise terms to a popular audience of non-lawyers. Summarizing the key areas of the law with
which readers are most likely to come into contact, the Guides broadly outline the statutes and cases
that govern landlord-tenant relations, personal injury, contracts, family law, criminal law and
constitutional law and procedure. With detailed references to sources for readers wishing to delve
deeper, the Guides are ideal for readers wishing to better understand their legal rights and
responsibilities, regardless of whether they ultimately opt to hire a lawyer. In addition to The
Self-Help Guide to the Law: Contracts, Landlord-Tenant Relations, Marriage, Divorce, Personal
Injury, Negligence, Constitutional Rights and Criminal Law for Non-Lawyers, readers may acquire
the following individual titles: - The Self-Help Guide to the Law: Property Law and Landlord-Tenant
Relations for Non-Lawyers - The Self-Help Guide to the Law: Contracts for Non-Lawyers - The
Self-Help Guide to the Law: Negligence and Personal Injury Law for Non-Lawyers - The Self-Help
Guide to the Law: Know Your Constitutional Rights The Self-Help Guide to the Law: Criminal Law
and Procedure for Non-Lawyers

garratt v dailey torts: Torts John C. P. Goldberg, Benjamin Charles Zipursky, 2010 Christina
Brooks Whitman, Francis A. Allen Collegiate Professor of Law, University of Michigan Law School --

garratt v dailey torts: Restatement of the Law, Torts , 1998

garratt v dailey torts: The Self-Help Guide to the Law J. D. Teller, Esq., 2016-07-11
Self-Help Guides to the Law™ explain the law in clear, concise terms to a popular audience of
non-lawyers. Summarizing the key areas of the law with which readers are most likely to come into
contact, the Guides broadly outline the statutes and cases that govern landlord-tenant relations,
personal injury, contracts, family law, criminal law and constitutional law and procedure. With
detailed references to sources for readers wishing to delve deeper, the Guides are ideal for readers
wishing to better understand their legal rights and responsibilities, regardless of whether they



ultimately opt to hire a lawyer. In addition to The Self-Help Guide to the Law: Contracts,
Landlord-Tenant Relations, Marriage, Divorce, Personal Injury, Negligence, Constitutional Rights
and Criminal Law for Non-Lawyers, readers may acquire the following individual titles: - The
Self-Help Guide to the Law: Property Law and Landlord-Tenant Relations for Non-Lawyers - The
Self-Help Guide to the Law: Contracts for Non-Lawyers - The Self-Help Guide to the Law: Negligence
and Personal Injury Law for Non-Lawyers - The Self-Help Guide to the Law: Know Your
Constitutional Rights The Self-Help Guide to the Law: Criminal Law and Procedure for Non-Lawyers

garratt v dailey torts: The Torts Process James A. Henderson, Richard N. Pearson, 1981

garratt v dailey torts: Torts J. Teller, 2012-08-20 The definitive law school study aid, with:
[Concise overviews of the black letter law [J[Summaries and holdings of all of the major cases that
students are expected to study [JA thorough index for quick reference to key topics [] Concept-driven
outlines covering the topics students are expected to master for class and the bar exam Look for all
of these titles in the TellerBooks Outlines and Case Summaries Series (Law School Survival
Guides(TM))*: Torts - Property - Civil Procedure - Contracts and Sales - Constitutional Criminal
Procedure - Business Organizations - Constitutional Law - Criminal Law - Family Law - International
Law - Evidence *Available in paperback, iPhone, Kindle, Nook and pdf formats. Visit us at
tellerbooks.com/studyguides.

garratt v dailey torts: Tort Liability in Warfare Haim Abraham, 2024-11-07 In the turbulent
arena of armed conflicts, Tort Liability in Warfare: States' Wrongs and Civilians' Rights emerges as a
groundbreaking exploration of civilians' legal recourse against states for losses to life, bodily
integrity, and property. With a fresh perspective informed by corrective justice, the law of war, and
substantive rule of law principles, Haim Abraham constructs a novel framework for understanding
the moral and legal obligation of states to civilians in the aftermath of combat, and proposes that
existing domestic tort law could and should address wrongful losses in this context. This book boldly
confronts the prevailing academic and legal orthodoxy which dismisses the application of tort law in
times of war, and offers a framework that empowers individuals to vindicate their rights and acts as
a bulwark against abuse of public power. By reviewing and analyzing the applicability of tort law to
peacekeeping, urban warfare, counter-terrorism activities, and long-range warfare in Australia,
Canada, England, Israel, and the United States, the book offers real world insights on how tort
liability can serve as a mechanism for reparations and accountability. Tort Liability in Warfare is a
clarion call for a shift in legal paradigms, urging a path towards effective remedies for civilians
caught in the crossfire of nations at war. It is an essential read for legal scholars, practitioners, and
anyone invested in the pursuit of justice in the complex landscape of armed conflict. This is an open
access title available under the terms of a CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 International licence.

garratt v dailey torts: Tort Law in the United States H. Beau Baez III, 2020-12-20 Derived
from the renowned multi-volume International Encyclopaedia of Laws, this book provides ready
access to how the legal dimension of prevention against harm and loss allocation is treated in the
United States. This traditional branch of law not only tackles questions which concern every lawyer,
whatever his legal expertise, but also concerns each person’s most fundamental rights on a
worldwide scale. Following a general introduction that probes the distinction between tort and crime
and the relationship between tort and contract, the monograph describes how the concepts of fault
and unlawfulness, and of duty of care and negligence, are dealt with in both the legislature and the
courts. The book then proceeds to cover specific cases of liability, such as professional liability,
liability of public bodies, abuse of rights, injury to reputation and privacy, vicarious liability, liability
of parents and teachers, liability for handicapped persons, product liability, environmental liability,
and liability connected with road and traffic accidents. Principles of causation, grounds of
justification, limitations on recovery, assessment of damages and compensation, and the role of
private insurance and social security are all closely considered. Its succinct yet scholarly nature, as
well as the practical quality of the information it provides, make this book a valuable resource for
lawyers in the United States. Academics and researchers will also welcome this very useful guide,
and will appreciate its value not only as a contribution to comparative law but also as a stimulus to



harmonization of the rules on tort.

garratt v dailey torts: Casenote Legal Briefs for Torts Keyed to Franklin, Rabin, ...,

garratt v dailey torts: The Experimental Society Marshall S. Shapo, 2017-07-05 This book
examines society's responses to many kinds of experimentation, focusing on both creation of and
assessment of risks. As people seek new ways to make their lives safer and happier, the widespread
process of experimentation claims victims. Some of these are people who directly and willingly
accept the risks of experiments. By comparison, some are effectively experimental subjects in the
hands of others who often may not even think of themselves as experimenting with the lives of
consumers.The Experimental Society covers a wide spectrum of products and activities, including
those that radiate into the environment like nuclear power, hydrofracking, and asbestos. The book
spotlights prescription drugs and substances used in the most ordinary consumer products such as
salt, caffeine, and BPA in sippy cups. It also discusses the testing of new ways of thinking, including
those related to social organization and processes, and even the law itself. A particular concern is
the case in which the subjects of experiments are unaware that the experiments are taking
place.This lucidly written volume will be useful to practicing lawyers who specialize in personal
injury law, and law professors who teach such subjects as torts and products liability, medicine, and
science. Physicians and scientists in various branches of medicine will find it provocative, as will
political scientists, economists, sociologists, anthropologists, and philosophers.

garratt v dailey torts: Law 101 Jay M. Feinman, 2006-08-01 The best-selling first edition of
Law 101 provided readers with a vividly written and indispensable portrait of our nation's legal
system. Now, in this revised edition, Jay M. Feinman offers an updated survey of American law,
spiced with new anecdotes and cases, and incorporating fresh material on topics ranging from the
President's war powers, to intellectual property, standard form contracts, and eminent domain. Here
is an exceptionally clear introduction to law, covering the main subjects found in the first year of law
school, giving us a basic understanding of how it all works. Readers are introduced to every aspect
of the legal system, from constitutional law and the litigation process to tort law, contract law,
property law, and criminal law. Feinman illuminates each discussion with many intriguing,
outrageous, and infamous cases, from the scalding coffee case that cost McDonald's half a million
dollars, to the sensational murder trial in Victorian London that led to the legal definition of insanity,
to the epochal decision in Marbury v. Madison that gave the Supreme Court the power to declare
state and federal laws unconstitutional. He broadens the reader's legal vocabulary, clarifying the
meaning of everything from due process and equal protection in constitutional law, to the distinction
between murder and manslaughter in criminal law. Perhaps most important, we learn that though
the law is voluminous and complex, it is accessible to all. Everyone who wants a better grasp of
current legal issues--from students contemplating law school, to journalists covering the legislature
or the courts, to fans of Court TV--will find here a wonderful source of information: a complete,
clear, and colorful map of the American legal system. An entertaining and informative introduction
to the law.... For journalists, those interested in the law, and fans of television law dramas, this book
should be required reading.--Library Journal

garratt v dailey torts: Law and the Information Superhighway Henry H. Perritt, 2001-01-01
New edition of a resource about the information superhighway, more formally known as the National
Information Infrastructure (NII) and the infobahn, or Global Information Infrastructure (GII) in
Europe. Perritt (law, Illinois Institute of Technology and Chicago-Kent College of Law) presents 15
chapters that deal with the NII as a source of legal

garratt v dailey torts: Police Liability and Risk Management Robert ] Girod, 2013-09-24
Law enforcement agencies and their employees are continually at risk for potential liability related
to torts, civil rights violations, and employment law issues. Litigation may involve suits by the public
against officers and the administration, actions by the administration against officers, or actions by
officers against the administration or me

garratt v dailey torts: Child Mental and the Law Barry Nurcombe, 2010-06-15 The legal
aspects of child mental health have changed in recent years, yet many who deal professionally with



disturbed children are ill informed about the rights and responsibilities of minors. Child Mental
Health and the Law addresses the need for a comprehensive, up-to-date text that describes the
evolution of child mental health law and the relevance of the law to the child mental health clinician.
garratt v dailey torts: An Injury Law Constitution Marshall S. Shapo, 2012 An Injury Law
Constitution presents a novel thesis that embraces leading features of the American law of injuries.
The book argues that the body of law that Americans have developed concerning responsibility for
injuries and prevention of injuries has some of the qualities of a constitution - a fundamental set of
principles that govern relations between human persons and between individual persons and
corporate and governmental institutions. This 'injury law constitution' includes tort law, legislative
compensation systems like workers compensation, and the many statutes that regulate safety of
activities and products including drugs, medical devices, automobile design, and pesticides.
Professor Shapo's analysis, into which he weaves the history of these systems of law, is then linked
to the unique compensation plan devised for the victims of the September 11th attacks. Professor
Shapo writes about how our injury law reflects deeply held views in American society on risk and
injury, indicating how the injury law constitution is a guide to the question of what it means to be an
American. Setting aside easy academic formulas, An Injury Law Constitution captures the reality of
how people respond to injury risks in functional contexts involving diverse activities and products.
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Sign Up for Facebook Sign up for Facebook and find your friends. Create an account to start
sharing photos and updates with people you know. It's easy to register

Log into your Facebook account | Facebook Help Center How to log into your Facebook
account using your email, phone number or username

Log Into Facebook Log into Facebook to start sharing and connecting with your friends, family,
and people you know

Facebook Marketplace: Buy and Sell Items Locally or Shipped Buy or sell new and used items
easily on Facebook Marketplace, locally or from businesses. Find great deals on new items shipped
from stores to your door

Facebook - log in or sign up Connect with friends and the world around you on Facebook
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