
gertrude gertrude lacks
gertrude gertrude lacks is a name that resonates deeply in the history of medical ethics
and biomedical research. Known primarily as the mother of Henrietta Lacks, Gertrude's
legacy is intertwined with the story of the HeLa cells, a groundbreaking scientific
breakthrough derived from her daughter’s cervical cancer cells. This article explores the life
and significance of Gertrude Gertrude Lacks, the historical context surrounding her family,
and the broader implications her story has had on science, ethics, and society. By
examining her background, the impact of Henrietta’s cells, and the cultural reverberations
of their story, readers gain a comprehensive understanding of the lasting influence of the
Lacks family. The discussion also covers the ethical considerations that arose from the use
of HeLa cells and how Gertrude’s story has helped shape conversations about consent and
medical research. The following sections guide the reader through these important topics in
detail.

Background and Early Life of Gertrude Gertrude Lacks

The Lacks Family and Henrietta Lacks

The Discovery and Impact of HeLa Cells

Ethical Issues Surrounding the Lacks Family Story

Cultural and Scientific Legacy of Gertrude Gertrude Lacks

Background and Early Life of Gertrude Gertrude
Lacks
Gertrude Gertrude Lacks was born into a time and place marked by social and economic
challenges for African American families. Though less is documented about her personal life
compared to her daughter Henrietta, her role as a matriarch in the Lacks family was
significant. Gertrude's upbringing, family values, and environment influenced the
upbringing of her children and the close-knit family dynamics they maintained.
Understanding Gertrude’s background provides insight into the cultural and historical
context in which the Lacks family lived.

Family and Community Roots
Gertrude Gertrude Lacks belonged to a rural community, where family ties and community
support were central to daily life. Her role extended beyond that of a mother, as she was a
pillar in her community, guiding and supporting her family through difficult times. This
background shaped the resilience and strength evident in the Lacks family story.



Societal Challenges in Gertrude’s Era
During Gertrude’s lifetime, African American families faced systemic discrimination and
limited access to healthcare and education. These societal challenges impacted the
opportunities available to her and her children. The intersection of race, poverty, and health
care access set the stage for the circumstances surrounding Henrietta Lacks’s diagnosis
and treatment.

The Lacks Family and Henrietta Lacks
Gertrude Gertrude Lacks is perhaps best known as the mother of Henrietta Lacks, whose
cells became one of the most important tools in medical research. Henrietta’s diagnosis
with cervical cancer and subsequent treatment at Johns Hopkins Hospital led to the
unintentional harvesting of her cells without consent. Gertrude’s role as a mother and
family caretaker was crucial during Henrietta’s illness and after her death, as she helped
raise Henrietta’s children and supported the family.

Henrietta Lacks’s Medical Journey
Henrietta Lacks was diagnosed with an aggressive form of cervical cancer in the early
1950s. During treatment, cancer cells were collected from her tumor and cultured, giving
rise to the first immortal human cell line, known as HeLa cells. These cells revolutionized
biomedical research and have been used in countless scientific breakthroughs.

Gertrude’s Role After Henrietta’s Passing
After Henrietta’s death, Gertrude Gertrude Lacks took on the responsibility of caring for her
grandchildren. She provided emotional and practical support while the family navigated the
complex aftermath of Henrietta’s legacy. Gertrude’s dedication to family underscored the
strength of the Lacks household amid public and scientific attention.

The Discovery and Impact of HeLa Cells
The discovery of HeLa cells from Henrietta Lacks’s tumor marked a turning point in medical
research. These cells were the first human cells successfully cultured and propagated
indefinitely in a laboratory setting. The significance of HeLa cells cannot be overstated, as
they have contributed to numerous medical advancements over the decades.

Scientific Breakthroughs Enabled by HeLa Cells
HeLa cells have been instrumental in a wide array of medical research, including:

Development of the polio vaccine



Advancements in cancer research and treatment

Studies on viruses, including HIV/AIDS

Genetic research and understanding of cell biology

Drug testing and vaccine development

The ability of HeLa cells to replicate endlessly made them a valuable and versatile resource
for laboratories worldwide.

Gertrude Gertrude Lacks’s Connection to HeLa Cells
While Gertrude was not directly involved in the scientific use of HeLa cells, her familial
connection places her at the heart of this historic narrative. The story of the cells also
brought attention to the human side behind the scientific material, highlighting the Lacks
family’s experience and the need for ethical standards in research.

Ethical Issues Surrounding the Lacks Family Story
The use of Henrietta Lacks’s cells without her or her family’s consent raised significant
ethical questions that continue to influence medical research protocols today. Gertrude
Gertrude Lacks, as part of the family, became a figure associated with the discussion about
patient rights, consent, and medical ethics.

Informed Consent and Medical Ethics
At the time of Henrietta’s treatment, there were no clear regulations requiring informed
consent for tissue collection. The Lacks family was unaware that Henrietta’s cells were
taken and used in research, leading to decades of silence and confusion. Gertrude’s story,
intertwined with Henrietta’s, underscores the importance of informed consent in modern
medicine.

Impact on the Lacks Family
The family struggled with the implications of the widespread use of HeLa cells while
receiving little information or compensation. Gertrude Gertrude Lacks and her descendants
have since been involved in efforts to raise awareness about their rights and the ethical
treatment of patients in scientific research.

Cultural and Scientific Legacy of Gertrude



Gertrude Lacks
Gertrude Gertrude Lacks’s legacy, though often overshadowed by her daughter’s story,
remains integral to the cultural and scientific narrative surrounding the Lacks family. Her
life and experiences represent the human dimension behind a landmark scientific
discovery.

Recognition and Commemoration
In recent years, the Lacks family, including Gertrude’s descendants, have received
recognition for their unintentional contribution to science. Various books, documentaries,
and academic discussions have highlighted the importance of their story, emphasizing the
need for respect and fairness in medical research.

Lessons for Future Research and Ethics
The story of Gertrude Gertrude Lacks and her family has led to significant reforms in
research ethics, including:

Stricter informed consent policies1.

Greater transparency in biomedical research2.

Increased awareness of patients’ rights and privacy3.

Encouragement of dialogue between scientists and affected communities4.

Development of ethical frameworks for tissue and genetic research5.

These changes continue to influence how medical research is conducted globally, ensuring
respect for individuals behind scientific materials.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Gertrude Lacks?
Gertrude Lacks was the wife of Henrietta Lacks, the woman whose cancer cells were taken
without consent and became the famous HeLa cell line.

Is Gertrude Lacks related to Henrietta Lacks?
Yes, Gertrude Lacks was Henrietta Lacks' wife.



What role did Gertrude Lacks play in the story of HeLa
cells?
Gertrude Lacks was a family member closely connected to Henrietta Lacks and was
involved in managing family affairs after Henrietta's death.

Are there any books or films mentioning Gertrude
Lacks?
Gertrude Lacks is mentioned in some accounts and documentaries about Henrietta Lacks,
but the primary focus is usually on Henrietta and her immediate family.

Did Gertrude Lacks give consent for the use of HeLa
cells?
No, Henrietta Lacks' cells were taken without consent, and Gertrude Lacks, as a family
member, did not provide consent for their use.

What is the significance of Gertrude Lacks in medical
ethics discussions?
Gertrude Lacks represents the family members impacted by the unauthorized use of
Henrietta's cells, highlighting issues of consent and ethics in medical research.

Has Gertrude Lacks spoken publicly about the HeLa cell
controversy?
There are no widely known public statements from Gertrude Lacks herself, as most public
commentary comes from Henrietta Lacks' descendants.

How is Gertrude Lacks remembered today?
Gertrude Lacks is remembered as part of the Lacks family legacy, supporting efforts to
honor Henrietta Lacks' contribution to science.

What challenges did Gertrude Lacks face after
Henrietta's death?
Gertrude Lacks dealt with the family's struggles related to medical ethics, privacy, and
recognition for Henrietta's cells' contribution to science.

Where can I learn more about Gertrude Lacks and her
family?
You can learn more from the book 'The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks' by Rebecca Skloot
and related documentaries that explore the Lacks family's history.



Additional Resources
1. The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks
This groundbreaking book by Rebecca Skloot tells the story of Henrietta Lacks, whose
cancer cells were taken without her consent and became one of the most important tools in
medicine. It explores the ethical issues surrounding medical research and the impact on her
family, particularly her daughter, Deborah Lacks. The narrative blends scientific discovery
with personal and historical context.

2. Henrietta Lacks: The Mother of Modern Medicine
Written for younger readers, this biography introduces Henrietta Lacks and explains the
significance of her cells in medical advancements. It highlights the scientific breakthroughs
made possible by HeLa cells and addresses the ethical considerations of consent and
patient rights. The book provides an accessible entry point into Henrietta’s story and
legacy.

3. Cells of Life: The Story of HeLa
This book focuses on the scientific journey of the HeLa cell line, tracing its use in research
from polio vaccine development to cancer treatments. It includes insights from scientists
and ethicists, discussing the balance between medical progress and respect for patient
autonomy. The narrative emphasizes the ongoing influence of Henrietta Lacks’s cells in
modern science.

4. The Legacy of Henrietta Lacks: Ethics and Empathy in Medical Research
This work examines the ethical dilemmas raised by the use of Henrietta Lacks’s cells
without her knowledge. It delves into issues of informed consent, privacy, and the
relationship between researchers and participants. The book also highlights the changes in
laws and policies inspired by Henrietta’s story.

5. Henrietta Lacks and the Ethics of Biomedical Research
A scholarly exploration of the intersection between biomedical research and ethics, this
book uses Henrietta Lacks’s case as a pivotal example. It discusses the historical context of
medical experimentation on marginalized communities and the evolution of ethical
standards. The text encourages reflection on contemporary research practices.

6. HeLa Cells: The Invisible Woman Behind Science
This biography sheds light on Henrietta Lacks’s life beyond her cells, portraying her as a
mother, wife, and woman in 20th-century America. It captures her personal story alongside
the scientific impact of HeLa cells, providing a fuller picture of her legacy. The book aims to
humanize the often-anonymous subject of biomedical research.

7. From Cells to Cures: The Impact of Henrietta Lacks
Focusing on the medical breakthroughs enabled by HeLa cells, this book chronicles the
advancements in virology, genetics, and cancer research. It explains complex scientific
concepts in an engaging way and connects them to Henrietta Lacks’s contribution. The
narrative celebrates the fusion of science and humanity.

8. Deborah Lacks: A Daughter’s Journey
This book centers on Deborah Lacks, Henrietta’s daughter, and her quest to understand her
mother’s legacy. It explores the personal and emotional challenges faced by the Lacks
family in the wake of Henrietta’s unintentional contribution to science. The story highlights



themes of family, identity, and justice.

9. HeLa: The Controversial Legacy of a Cell Line
Analyzing the scientific, ethical, and social implications of the HeLa cell line, this book offers
a comprehensive review of its history and impact. It discusses the controversies over
ownership, consent, and benefit-sharing that continue to affect biomedical research. The
book provides a critical perspective on the legacy of Henrietta Lacks in science and society.

Gertrude Gertrude Lacks
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  gertrude gertrude lacks: Hamlet’s Hereditary Queen Kerrie Roberts, 2022-12-30 This book
explores a fresh and insightful interpretation of Hamlet’s Gertrude as a prominent and powerful
figure in the play. It shows how traditional readings of this character, both performance-based and
scholarly, have been guided and constrained by misogynistic perspectives on female power. Bringing
together the author’s wealth of insight from a theatre practitioner’s perspective and combining it
with a scholarly perspective, the book argues that Gertrude need not be limited to sex and
motherhood. She could instead be played as Denmark’s blood royal Queen, her role in the play then
being about female political power. Gertrude’s royal status could play out on stage through a variety
of possible performance choices for stage design, stage business, acting processes, and the actor’s
presence – both speaking and silent. Hamlet's Hereditary Queen takes into consideration
Shakespeare’s source myths, historical studies of the position of queens and the issues concerning
them in early modern England, Hamlet’s performance history, and the text itself. It questions
traditional readings of Hamlet, and offers detailed analyses of relevant scenes to demonstrate how
Gertrude’s Hamlet might play out on stage in the twenty-first century. This is an engaging and
insightful interpretation for students and scholars of theatre and performance studies and
Shakespeare studies, as well as theatre practitioners.
  gertrude gertrude lacks: Georgia's Remarkable Women Sara Hines Martin, 2015-11-01
Georgia's Remarkable Women: Daughters, Wives, Sisters, and Mothers Who Shaped History
recognizes the women who helped to shape the Peach State. Female teachers, writers,
entrepreneurs, and artists from across the state are illuminated through short biographies and
archival photographs and paintings. Setting their own standards and following their passions, they
continue to inspire new generations with their achievements. Meet Rebecca Latimer Felton, the first
woman to sit as a U.S. senator; Juliette Gordon Low, the resilient founder of the Girl Scouts; Sarah
Freeman Clarke, a painter who dared to pursue art and literature as a career; Gertrude Ma Rainey,
the Mother of the Blues, whose voice transcended race and class; and Margaret Mitchell, author of
the enduring tale of survival, Gone with the Wind.
  gertrude gertrude lacks: Dynasty of Death Taylor Caldwell, 2016-11-15 Two families grow a
small munitions factory into a global empire in this saga by a New York Times–bestselling author
spanning from 1837 to the eve of World War I. In 1837, Joseph Barbour, an upper servant in an
English village, immigrates with his family to America so he can make his fortune in the nascent
artillery business. A man of vision, Joseph foresees a time when wars will not be won with courage
and brave hearts but rather by the nations with superior firearms. Joseph and his family settle in a
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rural Pennsylvania village, but his wife, Hilda, is unhappy and longs to return to England. Their shy
and sensitive younger son, Martin, is also homesick, but what troubles him most is the cruelty and
violence he sees in his older brother, Ernest. Martin’s fears come to fruition when Joseph forms a
gunpowder firm with Armand Bouchard, who lives with his wife and three sons down the road from
the Barbours. As the years pass, Ernest proves himself invaluable to Barbour & Bouchard. Ruthless
and ambitious, he takes what he wants. But beautiful Amy Drumhill continues to elude him and
becomes the catalyst in a war that will estrange the two brothers and leave Ernest haunted by the
blood that will be forever on his hands. Dynasty of Death is a moving saga of two families, the epic
struggle between two brothers, and the legacy their guns will leave the world as mighty enemy
nations gear up for battle.
  gertrude gertrude lacks: Gounod's opera of Romeo and Juliet Charles Gounod, 1911
  gertrude gertrude lacks: Reports of Cases Determined in the Courts of Appeal of the State of
California , 2011
  gertrude gertrude lacks: Romeo Et Juliette Jules Barbier, 1911
  gertrude gertrude lacks: Horseplay Judy Reene Singer, 2005 Patty got up to peer into the
refrigerator. Honey, don't look so guilty, she said. Men are like horses. If they're even-tempered and
sweet, you stay on for the ride. If they buck and run around, you get off before you get hurt. She
slammed the refrigerator door. Damn, we're out of cake. --from Horseplay: A Novel A debut novel
full of sparkle and wit, Horseplay is a story of the animals that touch our hearts... and the men who
try our souls. When Judy Van Brunt finally decides to leave her cheating husband, she makes
immediate plans to quit her teaching job, take the money she inherited from her mother, and run off,
leaving a note on her husband's pillow. There is only one problem: Where is she going? During her
weekly riding lesson, her instructor makes a suggestion just crazy enough to work--and before she
knows it, Judy has a position as a groom at an exclusive North Carolina horse farm. There, she
shares an apartment with three remarkable women who also work at the farm, and she puts in long
hours caring for the horses in addition to learning the demanding sport of dressage from the farm's
owner, a former Olympic champion. Exhausted but fulfilled, she learns for herself that a horse in the
barn is worth far more than a husband at home. Her housemates gladly supplement her education
with lessons not found in the riding ring, such as how to avoid the farm's snootier patrons and weed
out unsavory suitors. Her devotion to horses is far more rewarding than her marriage ever was--after
all, horses never lie or cheat, and even the most hot-blooded stallion won't kick her when she's
down. Nevertheless, her new life doesn't keep her away from men entirely. She findsher early vow of
chastity and cheeseburgers weakening as she is drawn to one especially eligible bachelor. But after
a few escapades with studs of the two-legged variety, is she really ready to be with someone? Set
against the alternately glamorous and grimy world of competitive horse shows, Horseplay is a
jubilant ride.
  gertrude gertrude lacks: American Classicist Victoria Houseman, 2023-10-03 Flanders, who
led the movement in the Senate to censure Joseph McCarthy and inspired Hamilton's depiction of
Demosthenes in her final book, The Echo of Greece. Houseman also situates Edith Hamilton's
writing in relation to contemporary events such as the Great Depression, the rise of fascism,
American involvement in the Second World War, the dropping of the atomic bombs, and American
foreign policy during the Cold War, among others. She argues that Hamilton's writing and themes
were often a response to these events. Even Mythology, intended as a modern version of Bulfinch's
Mythology, was partly written during the fascist Italian invasion of Greece and makes many
arguments for the special claims of Greece in Western history. Her work has influenced generations
of readers as well, and was even said to have been a favorite of Robert Kennedy's, who drew on The
Greek Way for inspiration in drafting speeches. .
  gertrude gertrude lacks: "Tragic Patriarchy": The Misogynist Side of Shakespeare in
'Hamlet' and 'Othello' Kathrin Köhler, 2004-11-19 Inhaltsangabe:Abstract: Was Shakespeare a
misogynist ? Or was he, on the contrary, an early advocate of female equality ? Were his plays
manifests of patriarchy, of the dominance of men over women and of typical stereotypes ? Or were



they, like other critics have argued, just the opposite? Was he a feminist in sympathy, as Juliet
Dusinberre has argued, or was he the patriarchal bard many others see in him ? In how far were his
views about the sexes influenced by the conceptions of gender in the Elizabethan time - and did he
support, question or even reject them ? These were the questions I had in mind when I started
working on this thesis paper. After dealing with both Shakespeare and feminism in the course of my
studies, an evaluation of Shakespeare's attitude towards women seemed very interesting. The
attraction that Shakespeare combined with feminism has, and the necessity of such criticism, has
often been discussed. The following quote is rather long, but perfectly expresses my own interest in
the topic. Feminist critics of Shakespeare must use the strategies and insights of this new criticism
selectively, for they examine a male dramatist of extraordinary range writing in a remote period
when women's position was in obvious ways more restricted and less disputed than our own.
Acknowledging this, feminist critics also recognize that the greatest artists do not necessarily
duplicate in their art the orthodoxies of their culture; they may exploit them to create character or
intensify conflict; they may struggle with, criticise or transcend them. Shakespeare, it would seem,
encompasses more and preaches less than most authors; hence the centuries-old controversy over
his religious affiliation, political views, and sexual preferences. His attitudes towards women are
equally complex and demand attention. The fact that all major female characters have to die in
Hamlet as well as in Othello is what first brought me to assess these two plays. I believe that even
without an in-depth analysis of the plays the excessive murdering of women shows that
Shakespeare's attitude towards them is in some way troubled. I was worried that this would be too
trivial a starting point, but other critics have had the same idea: And, as has been noted, the women
in the tragedies almost invariably are destroyed, or are absent from the new order consolidated at
the conclusions. The more I dealt with this vast topic, however, the more complicated it became. The
[...]
  gertrude gertrude lacks: Lacan to the Letter Bruce Fink, 2004 To read Lacan closely is to
follow him to the letter, to take him literally, making the wager that he comes right out and says
what he means in many cases, though much of his argument must be reconstructed through a
line-by-line examination. And this is precisely what Bruce Fink does in this ambitious book, a fine
analysis of Lacan's work on language and psychoanalytic treatment conducted on the basis of a very
close reading of texts in his Icrits: A Selection. As a translator and renowned proponent of Lacan's
works, Fink is an especially adept and congenial guide through the complexities of Lacanian
literature and concepts. He devotes considerable space to notions that have been particularly prone
to misunderstanding, notions such as the sliding of the signified under the signifier,or that have
gone seemingly unnoticed, such as the ego is the metonymy of desire. Fink also pays special
attention to psychoanalytic concepts, like affect, that Lacan is sometimes thought to neglect, and to
controversial concepts, like the phallus. From a parsing of Lacan's claim that commenting on a text
is like doing an analysis, to sustained readings of The Instance of the Letter in the Unconscious, The
Direction of the Treatment, and Subversion of the Subject (with particular attention given to the
workings of the Graph of Desire), Fink's book is a work of unmatched subtlety, depth, and detail,
providing a valuable new perspective on one of the twentieth century's most important thinkers.
Bruce Fink is a practicing Lacanian psychoanalyst, analytic supervisor, and professor of psychology
at Duquesne University in Pittsburgh. He is the author of A Clinical Introduction to
LacanianPsychoanalysis (1997) and The Lacanian Subject (1995). He has coedited three volumes on
Lacan's seminars and is the translator of Lacan's Seminar XX, On Feminine Sexuality, the Limits of
Love and Knowledge (1998), Icrits: A Selection (2002), and Icrits: The Complete Text (forthcoming).
  gertrude gertrude lacks: After Oedipus Julia Reinhard Lupton, Kenneth Reinhard, 1993
Exploring the dialogue between psychoanalytic and literary discourses, the authors examine the
models of plot, character, and ways of reading which each of these discourses has developed in
interpreting Shakespeare. Since Freud's writings on Oedipus and Hamlet, Shakespearean tragedy
has been paradigmatic for psychoanalytic theory and criticism. In this ambitious and highly
imaginative book, the authors trace the dialogue between psychoanalytic and literary discourses by



examining the models of plot, character, and ways of reading which each tradition has developed
through its interpretation of Shakespeare.
  gertrude gertrude lacks: Charlotte Lennox Susan Carlile, 2018-05-20 Charlotte Lennox
(c.1729-1804) was an eighteenth-century London author whose most celebrated novel, The Female
Quixote (1752), is just one of eighteen works published over forty-three years. Her stories of
independent women influenced Jane Austen, especially in her novels Northanger Abbey and Sense
and Sensibility. Susan Carlile’s biography places Lennox in the context of intellectual and cultural
history and focuses on her role as a central figure in the professionalization of authorship in
England. Lennox participated in the most important literary and social discussions of her time,
including debates concerning female authorship, the elevation of Shakespeare to national poet, and
the role of periodicals as didactic texts for an increasingly literate population. Lennox also
contributed to making Greek drama available for English-language audiences and pioneered the
serialization of novels in magazines. Carlile’s work is the first biographical treatment to consider a
new cache of correspondence released in the 1970s and reveals how Lennox was part of an
ambitious and progressive literary and social movement.
  gertrude gertrude lacks: The Argosy Mrs. Henry Wood, Charles William Wood, 1882 A
magazine of tales, travels, essays, and poems.
  gertrude gertrude lacks: Hermann Hesse's Fictions of the Self Eugene L. Stelzig,
2014-07-14 This masterful synthesis of criticism and biography surveys all of Hermann Hesse's
major works and many of his minor ones in relation to the intricate psychological design of his entire
life history. Eugene Stelzig examines what it means to be an autobiographical writer by considering
Hesse's fictions of the self as an exemplary instance of the relationship between life and art and
between biography and autobiography. In a graceful and inviting style, he frees this major
confessional writer from the confines of German culture and the status of cult figure of the 1960s,
and situates him in the tradition of world literature and in a variety of literary, psychological,
philosophical, and religious contexts. Three introductory chapters on autobiography and Hesse set
the stage for a chronological study. Then follows a penetrating analysis of the balance between
biographical fact and confessional fantasy in Hesse's long career, from the failed autobiography of
his first literary success, Beneath the Wheel, through the protracted midlife crisis of the grotesque
Steppenwolf period, to the visionary autobiography of his magisterial fictional finale, The Glass Bead
Game. Originally published in 1988. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand
technology to again make available previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of
Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of these important books while
presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy
Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books
published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
  gertrude gertrude lacks: Pacific Employers Insurance Company v. Michigan Mutual
Insurance Company, 452 MICH 218 (1996) , 1996 99285
  gertrude gertrude lacks: The Power and Passion of M. Carey Thomas Helen Horowitz,
1999-04 Best known as the second president and primary architect of Bryn Mawr College, M Carey
Thomas was also a leader in the women's suffrage movement. This book captures the life and
personality of this influential woman, and details her accomplishments as an educator and feminist
and her relationships with women, her racism, and her anti-Semitism.
  gertrude gertrude lacks: Nomadic Modernisms and Diasporic Journeys of Djuna Barnes
and Jane Bowles Pavlina Radia, 2016-09-07 This book traces the artistic trajectories of Djuna
Barnes and Jane Bowles, examining their literary representations of the nomadic ethic pervading the
twentieth-century expatriate movements in and out of America. The book argues that these authors
contribute to the nomadic aesthetic of American modernism: its pastoral ideographies, (post)colonial
ecologies, as well as regional and transcultural varieties. Mapping the pastoral moment in different
temporalities and spaces (Barnes representing the 1920s expatriation in Europe while Bowles
comments on the 1940s exodus to Mexico and North Africa), this book suggests that Barnes and



Bowles counter the critical trend associating American modernity primarily with urban spaces, and
instead locate the nomadic thrust of their times in the (post)colonial history of the American frontier.
  gertrude gertrude lacks: The Major Literary Seminars of Jacques Lacan Santanu Biswas,
2024-08-20 The Major Literary Seminars of Jacques Lacan considers the three key phases of Lacan’s
interest in literary topics. Santanu Biswas first examines the seminars given between 1955 and
1961, in which Lacan spoke on Edgar Allan Poe’s short story The Purloined Letter, Hamlet,
Sophocles’ Antigone, and Paul Claudel’s The Coûfontaine Trilogy, and where literature is related to
meaning. This is followed by an exploration of Lacan’s seminar on Lituraterre in 1971, wherein
Lacan elaborates on the different ways in which literature appeared to turn towards lituraterre.
Finally, Biswas considers Lacan’s 1975–1976 seminar on James Joyce, who created literature out of
“litter” and was concerned with jouissance rather than with meaning. The Major Literary Seminars
of Jacques Lacan will be of great interest to Lacanian psychoanalysts, other mental health
practitioners interested in the teachings of Lacan, and academics and students of Lacanian studies,
literature, and psychoanalysis.
  gertrude gertrude lacks: Aesthetics and Gender in American Literature Deborah Barker,
2000 In their challenge to a gendered, racialized evolutionary aesthetics as embodied in the female
copyist as an icon of cultural reproduction, these women writers enact in a fictional format what
many recent feminists address at the theoretical level: a resistance to essentialist definitions of
women's nature and to universal standards of high culture.--BOOK JACKET.
  gertrude gertrude lacks: Shakespeare and Modern Theatre Michael Bristol, Kathleen
McLuskie, Christopher Holmes, 2005-07-08 First published in 2001. Routledge is an imprint of
Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
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