
geopolitics of the heartland

geopolitics of the heartland is a critical concept in understanding global power dynamics and
strategic territorial control. Originating from early 20th-century geopolitical theories, the heartland
refers to the central region of Eurasia that historically has been considered pivotal for global
dominance. This article delves into the historical development of the heartland theory, its strategic
importance, and its influence on contemporary international relations. The geopolitics of the heartland
involves examining the interplay of geography, resources, and political power, highlighting why
control over this region has been a central objective for major powers. Additionally, the article
explores the modern implications of heartland geopolitics in the context of rising powers, regional
conflicts, and global security challenges. Understanding these dynamics provides key insights into the
ongoing shifts in global influence and strategic priorities. The following sections outline the core
aspects of the geopolitics of the heartland, including its theoretical origins, strategic significance,
historical applications, and current relevance in global affairs.

Theoretical Foundations of the Heartland Concept

Strategic Importance of the Heartland

Historical Applications of Heartland Geopolitics

Contemporary Geopolitical Implications

Challenges and Future Prospects in Heartland Geopolitics

Theoretical Foundations of the Heartland Concept
The geopolitics of the heartland is grounded in influential geopolitical theories developed in the early
1900s. A significant contributor to this discourse was Sir Halford Mackinder, a British geographer and
politician, who first articulated the Heartland Theory in 1904. According to Mackinder, the "Heartland"
refers to the vast, resource-rich interior of Eurasia, which he described as the "geographical pivot of
history." He argued that control over this central landmass could enable dominance over the world
island—the combined continents of Europe, Asia, and Africa—and, consequently, global hegemony.

Mackinder’s Heartland Theory
Mackinder proposed that the key to controlling global power lay in securing the Heartland due to its
strategic position and natural defenses. He famously stated: "Who rules East Europe commands the
Heartland; who rules the Heartland commands the World Island; who rules the World Island
commands the world." This theory underscored the significance of land power over sea power in the
context of Eurasian dominance.



Geopolitical Concepts Related to the Heartland
Other geopolitical frameworks complement the heartland concept, such as Nicholas Spykman’s
Rimland Theory, which emphasizes the importance of coastal fringes around Eurasia. The interplay
between heartland and rimland control represents a core tension in global strategy, influencing the
policies of major powers throughout the 20th century and beyond.

Strategic Importance of the Heartland
The heartland region’s geopolitical significance stems from its vast landmass, abundant natural
resources, and central location between Europe and Asia. Control over this area offers strategic
advantages in terms of military defense, economic potential, and geopolitical influence.

Geographic and Resource Advantages
The heartland covers territories rich in minerals, energy reserves, and arable land. Its geographic
position provides a buffer zone against external threats, making it difficult for maritime powers to
project influence deep into Eurasia. The region’s harsh climate and terrain also contribute to its
natural defensive advantages.

Military and Political Influence
From a military perspective, the heartland offers a strategic base for launching or defending against
continental campaigns. Politically, nations controlling the heartland can exert influence over
neighboring regions and key transit routes, impacting trade and security dynamics across Eurasia and
beyond.

Key Features of Heartland Control

Access to vast natural resources including oil, gas, and minerals

Central position facilitating control over Eurasian land routes

Strategic depth providing defense against invasions

Potential leverage over adjacent geopolitical spheres such as Eastern Europe, Central Asia, and
the Middle East

Historical Applications of Heartland Geopolitics
The geopolitics of the heartland has shaped global conflicts and alliances throughout the 20th
century, influencing the strategies of imperial powers, world wars, and the Cold War era.



Heartland During the World Wars
In both World War I and World War II, control over Eastern Europe and the Eurasian interior was
fiercely contested due to its strategic importance as described by the heartland theory. The Nazi
invasion of the Soviet Union in 1941, known as Operation Barbarossa, aimed at seizing the
heartland’s resources and territory to secure German dominance in Europe and beyond.

Cold War Dynamics and the Heartland
During the Cold War, the Soviet Union embodied the heartland power, controlling vast territories in
Eurasia. The United States and its allies sought to contain Soviet influence by focusing on the rimland
regions and maintaining alliances with peripheral states. This strategic competition reflected the
fundamental geopolitical tension between heartland control and maritime power projection.

Post-Cold War Geopolitical Shifts
After the dissolution of the Soviet Union, the heartland region experienced significant political
fragmentation and instability. Newly independent states in Central Asia emerged as important
players, while Russia continued to assert its influence over parts of the heartland. These
developments have redefined the geopolitical landscape and the relevance of heartland theory in
modern strategic considerations.

Contemporary Geopolitical Implications
The geopolitics of the heartland remains relevant today as global powers compete for influence in
Eurasia, leveraging the region’s resources and strategic position to advance their interests.

Russia’s Role in Heartland Geopolitics
Russia, as the dominant heartland power, continues to emphasize the strategic significance of its
Eurasian territory. Russian foreign policy often focuses on securing influence over neighboring states
and maintaining control over critical transport corridors and energy supplies within the heartland.

China’s Belt and Road Initiative
China’s ambitious Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) seeks to enhance connectivity across Eurasia,
effectively integrating parts of the heartland into a broader economic and geopolitical framework. The
BRI represents a modern approach to leveraging the heartland’s geography to promote trade,
infrastructure development, and political influence.

Geopolitical Competition and Cooperation
The heartland continues to be a zone of both competition and cooperation among major powers,



including Russia, China, the United States, and regional actors. Issues such as energy security,
military presence, and regional alliances shape the ongoing geopolitical dynamics within the
heartland.

Challenges and Future Prospects in Heartland
Geopolitics
Several challenges and emerging trends will influence the future of heartland geopolitics, including
environmental factors, technological advancements, and shifting alliances.

Environmental and Climate Challenges
Climate change impacts, such as permafrost thawing and resource accessibility, could alter the
strategic calculus of the heartland. These environmental changes may open new transport routes and
resource extraction opportunities, influencing geopolitical competition.

Technological and Infrastructure Developments
Advances in transportation, communication, and military technology affect how heartland control is
maintained and contested. Investments in infrastructure projects like railways and pipelines will
continue to shape the region’s geopolitical landscape.

Potential Scenarios for Heartland Geopolitics

Increased integration of Eurasian states through economic corridors and political alliances

Heightened competition between global powers for influence and resource access

Emergence of new regional powers within the heartland affecting global balance

Strategic partnerships aimed at stabilizing the region amid external pressures

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Heartland Theory in geopolitics?
The Heartland Theory, proposed by Halford Mackinder in 1904, suggests that the control of the
central Eurasian landmass (the Heartland) is key to global dominance because it holds vast resources
and strategic advantages.



Why is the Heartland region geopolitically significant today?
The Heartland region remains geopolitically significant due to its vast natural resources, strategic
location connecting Europe and Asia, and its influence on global trade routes and political power
balances.

How does Russia's geography relate to the Heartland Theory?
Russia occupies a large portion of the Eurasian Heartland, making it a central player in the Heartland
Theory. Its control over this territory gives it strategic depth and influence over neighboring regions.

What role does Central Asia play in the geopolitics of the
Heartland?
Central Asia is a crucial part of the Heartland, rich in energy resources and serving as a strategic
crossroads for major powers seeking influence in Eurasia, impacting regional and global power
dynamics.

How has the concept of the Heartland influenced modern
geopolitical strategies?
The Heartland concept has influenced strategies such as Russia's emphasis on securing its borders
and infrastructure in Eurasia, China's Belt and Road Initiative aiming to connect the region, and
Western powers' interest in Eurasian stability.

What challenges do nations face when trying to control the
Heartland?
Challenges include harsh geography, diverse and sometimes hostile populations, logistical difficulties
in infrastructure development, and competition from other global powers seeking influence in the
region.

Additional Resources
1. The Heartland Doctrine: Geopolitical Strategies of Eurasia
This book explores the central role of the Eurasian landmass in global power dynamics, building upon
Sir Halford Mackinder’s Heartland Theory. It analyzes how control over the “Heartland” influences
political stability, economic development, and military strength. The author delves into contemporary
geopolitical conflicts and alliances shaped by this strategic region.

2. Geopolitics and the Heartland: A New World Order
Focusing on the resurgence of Eurasian powers, this volume investigates how the Heartland has
become pivotal in the 21st-century geopolitical landscape. It examines the interplay between Russia,
China, and Central Asian states in shaping a multipolar world. The book also discusses infrastructure
projects like the Belt and Road Initiative in this context.

3. The Heartland and Global Security: Challenges and Opportunities



This book offers an in-depth analysis of the Heartland’s influence on global security issues, including
energy security, military strategy, and regional conflicts. It highlights the strategic importance of
natural resources and transportation corridors within the Heartland. The author provides policy
recommendations for managing tensions and fostering cooperation.

4. Power from the Center: The Geopolitics of the Heartland
Examining historical and modern perspectives, this book traces the evolution of the Heartland
concept and its implications for global power distribution. It evaluates the geopolitical ambitions of
major Eurasian states and their impact on international relations. The narrative links geography with
politics, economics, and military strategy.

5. The Eurasian Heartland: Geopolitical Perspectives
This collection of essays by leading scholars presents diverse viewpoints on the geopolitical
significance of the Eurasian Heartland. Topics include regional integration, security alliances, and
economic corridors that connect Europe and Asia. The book serves as a comprehensive resource for
understanding the complex dynamics of this critical region.

6. Heartland Rising: The New Geopolitics of Eurasia
Analyzing recent developments in Eurasian geopolitics, this book discusses how emerging powers are
reshaping the Heartland’s strategic importance. It covers topics such as energy pipelines, military
modernization, and regional conflicts. The author argues that the Heartland will be central to future
global power shifts.

7. The Heartland in the 21st Century: Geopolitical Trends and Forecasts
This forward-looking book offers predictions about the geopolitical trajectory of the Heartland over the
next several decades. It assesses demographic changes, technological advancements, and
environmental challenges that will affect the region. The work is valuable for policymakers and
analysts interested in long-term strategic planning.

8. Geostrategic Imperatives of the Heartland
Focusing on military and strategic dimensions, this book explores how control over the Heartland
shapes global military doctrines and alliances. It examines historical conflicts and current strategic
postures of key Eurasian powers. The author also discusses the implications for NATO and other
international security organizations.

9. The Heartland and the Struggle for Global Dominance
This book analyzes the ongoing contest among global powers to assert influence over the Heartland
region. It highlights the geopolitical maneuvering involving Russia, China, the U.S., and regional
actors. The narrative underscores the Heartland’s enduring importance in shaping the international
order.
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  geopolitics of the heartland: Heartland Halford Mackinder, 2022-03-03
  geopolitics of the heartland: Heartlands of Eurasia Anita Sengupta, 2009-07-16 Heartlands of
Eurasia explores how received metageographical knowledge informs the understanding of global
processes and is subsequently transformed into geopolitical reasoning with foreign policy
implications. It provides a detailed examination of writings, from both within the region and outside,
that look into the significance of Halford Mackinder's heritage in the context of a vastly changed
world situation. In particular, it attempts to examine how policy makers and strategic thinkers have
used these geopolitical concepts as justification for their policy in the region. Finally, it attempts an
analysis of the extent to which this policy thinking was translated into practice. While the study
looks into how the vision of the 'pivotal' significance of a vast expanse of land finds its echoes in
contemporary narratives, it also underlines the very creative ways in which Mackinder's ideas have
been reinterpreted in keeping with the changing global dynamics. Making use of the way in which
the region has been traditionally defined and the way in which the people defined themselves, the
study brings into focus a debate on the usefulness of region or 'area'-based studies that are located
in geographical imaginations. Anita Sengupta uses this connection to examine the following issues:
geopolitical imaginations and their relevance in identifying 'areas' in the present context; the
intersection between how areas are defined from an outsider perspective and how people define
themselves; the extent to which these definitions have influenced policy; and the possibility or
feasibility of the development of alternative geostrategic discourses. Mackinder himself did not
specify the geographical area identified first as the 'pivot' and later the 'heartland,' but his ideas
were focused on the 'closed heartland of Euro-Asia,' an area that was unassailable by sea power.
This study therefore centers its debates around the Eurasian space in general, though the focus is on
the Central Asian region and Uzbekistan in particular. The book is ideal for specialists working on
the Eurasian region, graduate students interested in geopolitics as well as Eurasian and Central
Asian studies, and undergraduates studying political science and international relations.
  geopolitics of the heartland: The Threat of Geopolitics to International Relations
William Mallinson, 2016-09-23 Geopolitics, both in name, and in its application via geostrategy, is a
controversial area of international relations. Although the practice of obtaining resources is as old as
Mankind, the word came into its own with the imperial policies of the great powers in the nineteenth
century, was used to justify world wars, went into decline, but was ‘taken to America’ and then
re-exported to Europe after the last war by the likes of Henry Kissinger. Nowadays, the term is used
unconsciously by politicians obsessed with power, often to justify war. This book tears apart the
simplistic thinking of geopolitics, and proposes its replacement with the authors’ own method of
‘geohistory’, a method based on recognising that at the base of any analysis and evaluation of the
international situation lie human characteristics.
  geopolitics of the heartland: Last War of the World-Island: The Geopolitics of
Contemporary Russia Alexander Dugin, 2015-05-26 Alexander Dugin traces the geopolitical
development of Russia from its origins in Kievan Rus and the Russian Empire, through the peak of
its global influence during the Soviet era, and finally to the current presidency of Vladimir Putin.
Dugin sees Russia as the primary geopolitical pole of the land-based civilizations of the world,
forever destined to be in conflict with the sea-based civilizations. At one time the pole of the
seafaring civilizations was the British Empire; today it is represented by the United States and its
NATO allies. Russia can only fulfill its geopolitical mission by remaining in opposition to the sea
powers. Today, according to Dugin, this conflict is not only geopolitical in scope, but also ideological:
Russia is the primary representative and defender of traditional values and idealism, whereas the
West stands for the values of liberalism and the market-driven society. Whereas Russia began to lose
sight of its mission during the 1990s and threatened to succumb to domination by the Western
powers, Dugin believes that Putin has begun to correct its course and return Russia to her proper
place. But the struggle is far from over: while progress has been made, Russia remains torn between
its traditional nature and the temptations of globalism and Westernization, and its enemies



undermine it at every turn. Dugin makes the case that it is only by remaining true to the Eurasian
path that Russia can survive and flourish in any genuine sense – otherwise it will be reduced to a
servile and secondary place in the world, and the forces of liberalism will dominate the world,
unopposed.
  geopolitics of the heartland: The Geopolitics of the Nuclear Era Colin S. Gray, 1977
  geopolitics of the heartland: The Geographical Pivot of History Sir Halford John
Mackinder, 2020-02-17 In this paper, Mackinder advanced his so-called Heartland Theory, whereby
the interior Asia and eastern Europe (the Heartland) had become the strategic center of the world as
a result of the relative decline of sea power against land power and of the economic and industrial
development of southern Siberia.
  geopolitics of the heartland: Geopolitics of the World System Saul Bernard Cohen, 2003
Cohen argues that the emergence of the United States as the world's sole superpower and the
process of globalization have failed to remove the importance of geography as a political and
strategic factor of great import. After laying out the structural basis for his theory of geopolitical
theory, he launches into an examination of how geopolitical realities have developed since World
War II, a period that witnessed greater change than the preceding two and a half centuries. He then
turns his attention to the meat of the book, separate examinations of the each of the major world
regions, including examinations of the important countries and their individual geopolitical realities.
  geopolitics of the heartland: The Geopolitics of China's Belt and Road Initiative Theodor
Tudoroiu, 2023-11-30 This book argues that China’s Belt and Road Initiative should be seen more as
a geopolitical project and less as a global economic project, with China aiming to bring about a new
Chinese-led international order. It contends that China’s international approach has two personas –
an aggressive one, focusing on a nineteenth century-style territorial empire, which is applied to
Taiwan and the seas adjacent to China; and a new-style persona, based on relationship building with
the political elites of countries in the Global South, relying on large scale infrastructure projects to
help secure the elites in power, a process often leading to lower democratic participation and
weaker governance structures. It also shows how this relationship building with elites leads to an
acceptance of Chinese norms and to changes in states’ geopolitical preferences and foreign policies
to align them with China’s geopolitical interests, with states thereby joining China’s emerging
international order. Overall, the book emphasizes that this new-style, non-territorial “empire”
building based on relationships is a major new development in international relations, not fully
recognized and accounted for by international relations experts and theorists.
  geopolitics of the heartland: Geopolitics Francis P. Sempa, 2002 Writers, observers, and
practitioners of international politics frequently invoke the term geopolitics to describe, explain, or
analyze specific foreign policy issues and problems. Such generalized usage ignores the fact that
geopolitics as a method of understanding international relations has a history that includes a
common vocabulary, well-established if sometimes conflicting concepts, an extensive body of
thought, and a recognized group of theorists and scholars. In Geopolitics, Francis P. Sempa presents
a history of geopolitical thought and applies its classical analyses to Cold War and post-Cold War
international relations. While mindful of the impact of such concepts as globalization and the
information revolution on our understanding of contemporary events, Sempa emphasizes traditional
geopolitical theories in explaining the outcome of the Cold War. Using the work of Halford
Mackinder, James Burnham, Nicholas Spykman, Alfred Thayer Mahan, and others, he shows that,
even though the struggle between the Western allies and the Soviet empire was unique in its
ideological component and nuclear standoff, the Cold War fits into a recurring geopolitical pattern.
It can be seen as a consequence of competition between land powers and sea powers, and between a
potential Eurasian hegemonic power and a coalition of states opposed to that would-be hegemony.
The collapse of the Soviet empire ended the most recent threat to global stability. At the dawn of the
twenty-first century, no power or alliance of powers poses an immediate threat to the global balance
of power. Indeed, the end of the Cold War generated hopes for a new world order and predictions
that economics would replace geopolitics as the driving force in international politics. However, as



Sempa points out, Russian instability, the nuclear dimension of the India-Pakistan conflict, and
Chinese bids for dominance have turned the Asia-Pacific region into what Mahan called debatable
and debated ground. Russia, Turkey, Iran, India, Pakistan, China, Japan, the Koreas, and the United
States all have interests that collide in one or more of the areas of this region. The timeliness and
deep historical perspective of Sempa's analysis will remind statesmen, strategists, and interested
citizens that the current world situation will not last forever. The defeat of one would-be hegemonic
power is likely to be followed by a new challenger or challengers to current stability in the
international system.
  geopolitics of the heartland: Geopolitics Francis Sempa, 2017-07-12 Writers, observers, and
practitioners of international politics frequently invoke the term geopolitics to describe, explain, or
analyze specific foreign policy issues and problems. Such generalized usage ignores the fact that
geopolitics as a method of understanding international relations has a history that includes a
common vocabulary, well-established if sometimes conflicting concepts, an extensive body of
thought, and a recognized group of theorists and scholars. In Geopolitics, Francis P. Sempa presents
a history of geopolitical thought and applies its classical analyses to Cold War and post-Cold War
international relations. While mindful of the impact of such concepts as globalization and the
information revolution on our understanding of contemporary events, Sempa emphasizes traditional
geopolitical theories in explaining the outcome of the Cold War. He shows that, the struggle between
the Western allies and the Soviet empire was unique in its ideological component and nuclear
standoff, the Cold War fits into a recurring geopolitical pattern. It can be seen as a consequence of
competition between land powers and sea powers, and between a potential Eurasian hegemonic
power and a coalition of states opposed to that would-be hegemony. The collapse of the Soviet
empire ended the most recent threat to global stability. Acting as a successor to the British Empire,
the United States organized, funded, and led a grand coalition that successfully countered the Soviet
quest for domination. No power or alliance posed an immediate threat to the global balance of
power. Indeed, the end of the Cold War generated hopes for a new world order and predictions that
economics would replace geopolitics as the driving force in international politics. Russian instability,
the nuclear dimension of the India-Pakistan conflict, and Chinese bids for dominance have turned
the Asia-Pacific region into what Mahan called debatable and debated ground. Russi
  geopolitics of the heartland: The Geopolitics Of Super Power Colin S. Gray, 2014-10-17
What is Soviet-American competition all about? Is the Soviet Union a security problem that the
United States must solve? Or is it an insecurity condition with which the U.S. must learn to live—and
if so, on what terms? What kind of a player is the United States in the great game of power politics?
In The Geopolitics of Super Power, one of our most respected strategic theorists answers these and
other questions. In geopolitical terms, Colin Gray sees the Soviet-American antagonism as an
enduring contest between a continental empire and a maritime coalition, each with its distinctive
character and purposes. Gray explores the roots of the American style in foreign policy and strategy,
and how that style relates to defense options. He identifies four broad alternatives for U.S. national
security policy: passive and active means of containment, disengagement from foreign security
commitments, and the rollback of the Soviet empire. Gray argues vigorously for active containment,
for the systematic deemphasis of nuclear weapons, and for the intelligent use, for deterrence and
defense purposes, of the West's great competitive strengths in the political, economic, and
technological spheres.
  geopolitics of the heartland: The Geopolitics of Resource Wars Philippe Le Billon,
2017-09-19 This new book provides fresh and in-depth perspectives on so-called 'resource wars'.
Highlighting the multiple forms of violence accompanying the history of resources exploitation,
business practices supporting predatory regimes, insurgent groups and terrorists, this is an
authoritative guide to the struggle for control of the world's resources. It includes key conceptual
chapters and covers a wide range of case studies including: * the geopolitics of oil control in the
Middle East, Central Asia and Columbia, * spaces of governance and 'petro-violence' in Nigeria *
'blood diamonds' and other minerals associated with conflicts in Sierra Leone and the Congo. This



book was previously published as a special issue of the journal Geopolitics.
  geopolitics of the heartland: Geopolitics Saul Bernard Cohen, 2014-11-25 Written by one of
the world's leading political geographers, this fully revised and updated textbook examines the
dramatic changes wrought by ideological, economic, socio-cultural and demographic changes
unleashed since the end of the Cold War. Saul Cohen considers these forces in the context of their
human and physical settings, and explores their geographical influence on foreign policy and
international relations.
  geopolitics of the heartland: Geopolitics and Energy Diplomacy in the Caspian Region Yunis
Gurbanov, 2024-06-04 Could the Caspian Region replace Russia's or the Persian Gulf's immense
energy potential with their energy resources? Yunis Gurbanov explores the strategic importance of
the region in post-USSR Eurasian policies of major global actors, namely China, the EU, the USA,
and Russia, and examines Azerbaijan's, Kazakhstan's, and Turkmenistan's oil and gas resources as
alternatives to conventional suppliers. He shows that the Caspian region's resources could serve as
alternative energy sources on a global level, mitigating dependence on traditional suppliers and
stabilizing energy prices.
  geopolitics of the heartland: Geopolitics Jason Dittmer, Jo Sharp, 2014-06-27 It has been
increasingly impossible to think about our changing world without coming across the term
'geopolitics'. In the wake of the invasion and occupation of Iraq by the United States, United
Kingdom, and others, geopolitics has been offered as an explanation for the occupation's failure to
reinvent the Iraqi state and as a blueprint for future action. But what is 'geopolitics'? Drawing both
on academic and political material, this book introduces readers to the concept of geopolitics, from
the first usage of the term to its more recent reconceptualisations. The concept of geopolitics is
introduced through four thematic sections - Imperial Geopolitics, Cold War Geopolitics, Geopolitics
after the Cold War and Reconceptualising Geopolitics. Each section includes key writings from a
range of diverse and leading authors such as Said, Agnew, Dalby, O Tuathail, Gregory, Barnett and
Kaplan, and is accompanied by a critical introduction by the editors to guide the reader through the
material. This Reader establishes the foundations of geopolitics while also introducing readers to the
continuing significance of the concept in the 21st century. This Reader provides an essential
resource that exposes students to original writing. The Editors provide a pathway through the
material with Section Introductions to assist the readers understanding of the context of the
material and impacts of the writings. The readings included draw from a range of authors, writing
from a range of locations. The Reader concludes with the latest changes in geopolitical thought,
incorporating feminist and other perspectives.
  geopolitics of the heartland: Rethinking Geopolitics Simon Dalby, Gearoid O.u Tuathail,
2002-01-22 Rethinking Geopolitics argues that the concept of geopolitics needs to be conceptualised
anew as the twenty-first century approaches. Challenging conventional geopolitical assumptions,
contributors explore: * theories of post-modern geopolitics * historical formulations of states and
cold wars * the geopolitics of the Holocaust * the gendered dimension of Kurdish insurgency * the
cold war world * political cartoons concerning Bosnia * Time magazine representations of the
Persian Gulf * the Zapatistas and the Chiapas revolt * the new cyber politics * conflict simulations in
the US military * the emergence of a new geopolitics of global security. Exploring how popular
cultural assumptions about geography and politics constitute the discourses of contemporary
violence and political economy, Rethinking Geopolitics shows that we must rethink the struggle for
knowledge, space and power.
  geopolitics of the heartland: Geopolitics and Empire Gerry Kearns, 2009-06-11 Geopolitics
and Empire examines the relations between two phenomena that are central to modern conceptions
of international relations. Geopolitics is the understanding of the inter-relations between empires,
states, individuals, private companies, NGOs and multilateral agencies as these are expressed and
shaped spatially. This view of the world achieved notoriety as the scientific basis claimed by Nazi
ideologists of global conquest. However, under this or another name, similar sets of ideas were
important on both sides of the Cold War and now have a renewed resonance in debates over the



New World Order of the so-called Global War on Terror. Geopolitics is a way of describing the
conflicts between states as constrained by both physical and economic space. It makes such conflicts
seem inevitable. The argument of the book is that this view of the world continues to appear salient
because it serves to make the projection of force overseas seem an inevitable aspect of the foreign
policy of states. This quasi-Darwinian view of international relations makes the pursuit of Empire
appear a responsibility of larger and more powerful states. Powerful states must become Empires or
submit to others seeking something similar. In its associations with Empire, the study of Geopolitics
returns continually to the ideas of a British geographer who never himself used the term. Halford
Mackinder is the source of many of the ideas of Geopolitics and by examining his ideas both in their
original context and as they have been repeatedly rediscovered and reinvented this book contributes
to current discussions of the ideology and practices of the US Empire today.
  geopolitics of the heartland: On Geopolitics: Classical and Nuclear Ciro E. Zoppo, Charles
Zorgbibe, 2012-12-06 At the outset of the 1980's NATO decided to extend the scien tific program of
its Scientific Affairs Division to include the social sciences. Strategic and international studies were
in cluded within this domain with the express purpose of facilitating communication among experts
and research centers in member coun tries as well as in the Organization itself on these important
topics. This study is the result of the first Advanced Research Workshop on a subject of international
relations. It focuses on the historical and theoretical aspects of geopolitics because they must
necessarily precede studies of policy application. This was the intent of the organizers of the
Workshop as well as of the sponsoring institution. The choice of the topic was ours. Conclusions
were drawn according to our own judgments--being totally unfettered by any guidance from NATO
officials. Consequently, the views and conclu sions presented in this work do not represent any
NATO policy; other than the encouragement of research in political freedom, by free scholars, to
strengthen freedom everywhere. We speak for all participants in the Workshop when we voice our
appreciation for the financial and organizational support extended us by the Scientific Affairs
Division and the Information Directorate.
  geopolitics of the heartland: Parameters , 2000
  geopolitics of the heartland: Geopolitics, Geography and Strategy Colin S. Gray, Geoffrey
Sloan, 2014-01-14 Geopolitical conditions influence all strategic behaviour - even when cooperation
among different kinds of military power is expected as the norm, action has to be planned and
executed in specific physical environments. The geographical world cannot be avoided, and it
happens to be 'organized' into land, sea, air and space - and possibly the electromagnetic spectrum
including 'cyberspace'. Although the meaning of geography for strategy is a perpetual historical
theme, explicit theory on the subject is only one hundred years old. Ideas about the implication of
geographical, especially spatial, relationships for political power - which is to say 'geopolitics'-
flourished early in the twentieth century. Divided into theory and practice sections, this volume
covers the big names such as Mackinder, Mahan and Haushofer, as well as looking back at the vital
influence of weather and geography on naval power in the long age of sail (sixteenth to nineteenth
centuries). It also looks forward to the consequences of the revival of geopolitics in post-Soviet
Russia and the new space-based field of astropolitics.
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