
factors leading to dictatorship

factors leading to dictatorship are complex and multifaceted, often rooted in
a combination of political, social, economic, and cultural conditions.
Understanding these factors is essential to comprehending how authoritarian
regimes emerge and consolidate power. Dictatorships typically arise when
democratic institutions weaken or fail, creating a power vacuum that
opportunistic leaders exploit. Economic instability and social unrest can
also create fertile ground for dictatorial rule, as citizens may prioritize
order and security over democratic freedoms. Furthermore, the manipulation of
media, suppression of opposition, and erosion of civil liberties contribute
significantly to the entrenchment of dictatorial regimes. This article
explores the primary causes and conditions that facilitate the rise of
dictatorships, providing a detailed analysis of the driving forces behind
authoritarian governance. The following sections will cover political
instability, economic crises, social divisions, and the role of leadership in
the establishment of dictatorship.

Political Instability and Weak Institutions

Economic Factors Contributing to Dictatorship

Social and Cultural Influences

Role of Leadership and Power Consolidation

Political Instability and Weak Institutions

Political instability is a primary factor leading to dictatorship, often
arising when democratic institutions are fragile or dysfunctional. Weak
political systems fail to provide effective governance, which creates
opportunities for authoritarian figures to seize control.

Collapse of Democratic Processes

When democratic processes such as free elections, judicial independence, and
legislative accountability break down, the legitimacy of the government is
undermined. This creates a power vacuum that can be exploited by individuals
or groups seeking to impose authoritarian rule. The erosion of democratic
norms often precedes the rise of a dictatorship.

Fragile Legal and Institutional Frameworks

Weak legal institutions and lack of checks and balances enable rulers to
bypass constitutional limits. Without strong institutions to enforce the rule
of law, leaders can manipulate the system to extend their power indefinitely,
undermining democratic governance and enabling dictatorship.



Political Violence and Conflict

Internal conflicts, coups, and civil unrest often destabilize governments,
creating conditions where authoritarian leaders claim to restore order.
Political violence weakens democratic structures and can justify the
imposition of dictatorial regimes under the guise of national security.

Economic Factors Contributing to Dictatorship

Economic instability is a significant contributor to the emergence of
dictatorship. Poor economic conditions can erode public trust in democratic
governments and increase support for authoritarian alternatives.

Economic Crises and Recession

Periods of severe economic downturn, including inflation, unemployment, and
recession, often weaken democratic institutions. In such scenarios, citizens
may prioritize stability and economic recovery over democratic freedoms,
making it easier for authoritarian leaders to gain support.

Unequal Wealth Distribution

Economic inequality fuels social discontent and frustration, which can be
exploited by dictatorial leaders who promise to address grievances.
Persistent disparities in wealth and opportunity undermine social cohesion
and can lead to political polarization, a common precursor to
authoritarianism.

Dependence on Resource Revenues

Countries heavily reliant on natural resource revenues often experience what
is known as the "resource curse," which can weaken democratic accountability.
Resource wealth can finance the suppression of opposition and manipulation of
institutions, facilitating the rise and maintenance of dictatorship.

Social and Cultural Influences

Social and cultural factors play a crucial role in shaping the environment in
which dictatorships emerge. These factors influence public attitudes toward
authority, governance, and political participation.

Social Divisions and Polarization

Deep social divisions based on ethnicity, religion, or ideology can fracture
societies and weaken democratic resilience. Polarized societies may become
susceptible to authoritarian leaders who exploit divisions to consolidate
power and suppress dissent.



Low Political Awareness and Education

Limited political education and awareness among the population can reduce
resistance to authoritarian tactics. When citizens lack the knowledge or
means to demand accountability and democratic rights, dictatorships can take
root more easily.

Cultural Acceptance of Authoritarianism

In some societies, cultural norms may favor strong, centralized authority
over pluralistic governance. Historical legacies of authoritarian rule or
political traditions that emphasize hierarchy can create an environment more
conducive to dictatorship.

Historical experiences with autocracy

Respect for strong leadership figures

Preference for social order and stability

Role of Leadership and Power Consolidation

The personal ambitions and strategies of leaders are critical in the
establishment of dictatorship. Charismatic or opportunistic individuals can
manipulate existing conditions to seize power and suppress opposition.

Manipulation of Media and Propaganda

Authoritarian leaders often control or influence media outlets to shape
public perception and eliminate dissenting voices. Propaganda campaigns
reinforce the leader’s legitimacy and justify the suppression of political
freedoms.

Suppression of Opposition and Civil Liberties

Dictatorships maintain power by systematically dismantling political
opposition and restricting civil liberties. This includes censorship,
imprisonment of opponents, and elimination of political competition through
legal or extralegal means.

Use of Security Forces and Surveillance

The deployment of police, military, and intelligence agencies to monitor,
intimidate, and eliminate threats is a hallmark of dictatorial regimes. A
loyal security apparatus ensures the leader’s continued dominance and deters
resistance.



Constitutional Manipulation

Leaders seeking to establish dictatorship often alter constitutions or legal
frameworks to extend their terms in office and concentrate power. These legal
changes cloak authoritarianism in a veneer of legitimacy while effectively
ending democratic governance.

Frequently Asked Questions

What economic conditions often contribute to the rise
of dictatorships?

Economic instability, such as high unemployment, inflation, and poverty, can
create public dissatisfaction and unrest, making populations more susceptible
to authoritarian leaders who promise stability and prosperity.

How does political instability lead to the emergence
of dictatorships?

Political instability, including weak institutions, corruption, and
ineffective governance, can erode public trust in democratic processes,
allowing authoritarian figures to seize power by presenting themselves as
alternatives to chaos.

In what ways can social divisions contribute to the
establishment of a dictatorship?

Deep social divisions based on ethnicity, religion, or class can be exploited
by aspiring dictators who use propaganda and fear to unify certain groups
against perceived enemies, consolidating their control through division and
repression.

How do crises, such as wars or natural disasters,
facilitate the rise of dictatorial regimes?

Crises often create a sense of urgency and fear, leading populations to
accept or even support authoritarian measures and leaders who promise quick
solutions and security, sometimes at the expense of democratic freedoms.

What role does the erosion of civil liberties play in
the development of a dictatorship?

The gradual suppression of civil liberties, such as freedom of speech, press,
and assembly, diminishes opposition and critical oversight, enabling
authoritarian leaders to consolidate power unchecked and establish
dictatorial rule.



Additional Resources
1. The Origins of Totalitarianism by Hannah Arendt
This seminal work explores the roots and development of totalitarian regimes
in the 20th century, focusing on Nazi Germany and Stalinist Russia. Arendt
analyzes how social, political, and economic factors combine to create
environments ripe for dictatorial rule. The book highlights the role of
propaganda, terror, and the breakdown of traditional political structures in
enabling dictatorships.

2. On Tyranny: Twenty Lessons from the Twentieth Century by Timothy Snyder
Snyder provides a concise and accessible guide to recognizing and resisting
the early signs of authoritarianism. Drawing on historical examples from the
20th century, the book outlines practical advice to prevent the rise of
dictatorships. It emphasizes the importance of civic engagement, critical
thinking, and the defense of democratic institutions.

3. Dictatorship and Political Police: The Technique of Control by Fear by
Robert R. Kaufman
This book examines how dictatorships maintain power through surveillance,
repression, and the use of political police forces. Kaufman delves into the
psychological and structural mechanisms that enable fear-based control over
populations. The analysis covers various regimes, illustrating the universal
strategies employed by dictatorships.

4. How Democracies Die by Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt
Levitsky and Ziblatt explore the gradual erosion of democratic norms that can
lead to authoritarianism. They argue that dictatorships often emerge not
through violent coups but via the slow decay of institutional checks and
balances. The book uses contemporary case studies to show warning signs and
the importance of safeguarding democratic practices.

5. The Anatomy of Fascism by Robert O. Paxton
Paxton investigates the social and political conditions that foster fascist
movements, which often culminate in dictatorial regimes. He outlines the
stages of fascism's rise, from initial agitation to full authoritarian
control. The book provides insight into the mass appeal of fascism and its
destructive impact on democracy.

6. States and Social Revolutions by Theda Skocpol
This influential study analyzes the social revolutions that create
opportunities for dictatorial governments to take power. Skocpol emphasizes
the role of state structures, class relations, and international pressures in
shaping revolutionary outcomes. The book offers a comparative approach to
understanding the collapse of states and the rise of authoritarian rulers.

7. Political Order and Political Decay by Francis Fukuyama
Fukuyama investigates how political institutions develop and sometimes
deteriorate, leading to instability and authoritarianism. He discusses the
balance between state capacity and rule of law as critical to preventing
dictatorial governance. The book combines historical analysis with
contemporary examples to explain factors that contribute to political decay.

8. The Road to Unfreedom: Russia, Europe, America by Timothy Snyder
This work examines the resurgence of authoritarianism in the 21st century,
focusing on Russia's influence on global politics. Snyder explores how
disinformation, nationalism, and the undermining of democratic norms pave the
way for dictatorship. The book warns of the dangers posed by modern autocrats
and the fragility of liberal democracies.



9. Authoritarianism: What Everyone Needs to Know by Erica Frantz
Frantz provides a comprehensive overview of authoritarian regimes, explaining
how they arise, consolidate power, and maintain control. The book discusses
various types of authoritarianism and the factors that differentiate them
from democracies. It serves as an essential introduction to understanding the
dynamics that lead to and sustain dictatorial rule.
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  factors leading to dictatorship: The Rise and Fall of Global Dictatorships Pasquale De Marco,
2025-07-26 In a world marred by the shadows of oppression, dictatorships have emerged as a
persistent threat to human freedom and dignity. This comprehensive book delves into the complex
phenomenon of dictatorships, exploring their origins, manifestations, and consequences. Through a
meticulous analysis of historical and contemporary examples, the book unravels the intricate web of
factors that contribute to the rise and fall of dictatorships. It examines the political, economic, social,
and cultural conditions that foster the emergence of authoritarian regimes, shedding light on the
strategies and tactics employed by dictators to consolidate and maintain their power. Furthermore,
the book delves into the profound impact of dictatorships on societies, examining the devastating toll
they take on human rights, economic development, and social progress. It exposes the systematic
repression, censorship, and violence perpetrated by dictators, highlighting the resilience and
courage of those who dare to resist tyranny. With a keen eye for detail, the book dissects the
psychology of dictators, revealing the traits and motivations that drive their insatiable thirst for
power. It explores the dark recesses of their minds, uncovering the complex interplay of personality
disorders, paranoia, and megalomania that often characterize these individuals. This book is not
merely an academic exploration; it is a call to action. It emphasizes the urgent need for global
cooperation and solidarity in combating the scourge of dictatorship. It proposes concrete strategies
for promoting democracy, human rights, and the rule of law, underscoring the importance of
international pressure, economic sanctions, and diplomatic engagement. Ultimately, this book is a
testament to the indomitable spirit of humanity's quest for freedom. It is a reminder that even in the
darkest of times, the flame of liberty can never be extinguished. It is a clarion call for vigilance,
resilience, and unwavering commitment to the cause of justice and human dignity. If you like this
book, write a review!
  factors leading to dictatorship: Dictators and Dictatorships Natasha M. Ezrow, Erica
Frantz, 2011-02-24 Dictators and Dictatorships is a qualitative enquiry into the politics of
authoritarian regimes. It argues that political outcomes in dictatorships are largely a product of
leader-elite relations. Differences in the internal structure of dictatorships affect the dynamics of
this relationship. This book shows how dictatorships differ from one another and the implications of
these differences for political outcomes. In particular, it examines political processes in personalist,
military, single-party, monarchic, and hybrid regimes. The aim of the book is to provide a clear
definition of what dictatorship means, how authoritarian politics works, and what the political
consequences of dictatorship are. It discusses how authoritarianism influences a range of political
outcomes, such as economic performance, international conflict, and leader and regime durability.
Numerous case studies from around the world support the theory and research presented to foster a
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better understanding of the inner workings of authoritarian regimes. By combining theory with
concrete political situations, the book will appeal to undergraduate students in comparative politics,
international relations, authoritarian politics, and democratization.
  factors leading to dictatorship: How Dictatorships Work Barbara Geddes, Joseph Wright,
Erica Frantz, 2018-08-23 This accessible volume shines a light on how autocracy really works by
providing basic facts about how post-World War II dictatorships achieve, retain, and lose power. The
authors present an evidence-based portrait of key features of the authoritarian landscape with newly
collected data about 200 dictatorial regimes. They examine the central political processes that shape
the policy choices of dictatorships and how they compel reaction from policy makers in the rest of
the world. Importantly, this book explains how some dictators concentrate great power in their own
hands at the expense of other members of the dictatorial elite. Dictators who can monopolize
decision making in their countries cause much of the erratic, warlike behavior that disturbs the rest
of the world. By providing a picture of the central processes common to dictatorships, this book puts
the experience of specific countries in perspective, leading to an informed understanding of events
and the likely outcome of foreign responses to autocracies.
  factors leading to dictatorship: Economic Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy Daron
Acemoglu, James A. Robinson, 2006 This book develops a framework for analyzing the creation and
consolidation of democracy. Different social groups prefer different political institutions because of
the way they allocate political power and resources. Thus democracy is preferred by the majority of
citizens, but opposed by elites. Dictatorship nevertheless is not stable when citizens can threaten
social disorder and revolution. In response, when the costs of repression are sufficiently high and
promises of concessions are not credible, elites may be forced to create democracy. By
democratizing, elites credibly transfer political power to the citizens, ensuring social stability.
Democracy consolidates when elites do not have strong incentive to overthrow it. These processes
depend on (1) the strength of civil society, (2) the structure of political institutions, (3) the nature of
political and economic crises, (4) the level of economic inequality, (5) the structure of the economy,
and (6) the form and extent of globalization.
  factors leading to dictatorship: Forsaken Causes Ryan Wolfson-Ford, 2024 In the wake of
anticolonial struggles and amid the two world wars, twentieth-century Southeast Asia churned with
new political, cultural, and intellectual realities. Liberal democracies flourished briefly, only to be
discarded for dictatorships and other authoritarian regimes as the disorder and inefficiencies
inherent to democracy appeared unequal to postcolonial and Cold War challenges. Uniquely within
the region, Laos maintained a stable democracy until 1975, surviving wars, coups, and revolutions.
But Lao history during this period has often been flattened, subsumed within the tug-of-war between
the global superpowers and their puppets. Forsaken Causes offers a groundbreaking intellectual
history of the Royal Lao Government (RLG) from 1945 to 1975. In Ryan Wolfson-Ford's account, the
Lao people emerge as not merely pawns of the superpowers but agents in their own right, with the
Lao elite wielding particular influence over the nation's trajectory. Their prevailing
ideologies--liberal democracy and anticommunism--were not imposed from outside, but rather
established by Lao themselves in the fight against French colonialism. These ideologies were rooted
in Lao culture, which prized its traditional monarchy, Buddhist faith, French learning, and
nationalist conception of a Lao race. Against histories that have dismissed Lao elites as instruments
of foreign powers, Wolfson-Ford shows that the RLG charted its own course, guided by complex
motivations, rationales, and beliefs. During this time Lao enjoyed unprecedented democratic
freedoms, many of which have not been seen since the government fell to communist takeover in
1975. By recentering the Lao in their own history, Wolfson-Ford restores our understanding of this
robust but often forgotten liberal democracy, recovers lost voices, and broadens our understanding
of postcolonial and Cold War Southeast Asia as a whole.
  factors leading to dictatorship: From the Dictator's Grave Pasquale De Marco, 2025-07-16 In
the annals of history, few figures cast as long and dark a shadow as the Dictator. His iron-fisted rule
plunged the nation into decades of oppression, fear, and despair, leaving an indelible scar on its



soul. This comprehensive and gripping book delves into the life and reign of the Dictator,
meticulously examining his humble beginnings, his ruthless ascent to power, and his brutal
dictatorship. Through meticulous research and analysis, we uncover the secrets of his inner circle,
his methods of control, and the strategies he employed to maintain his iron grip on power. We also
shed light on the opposition movements that dared to challenge his tyranny, and the eventual
downfall of his regime. This book is not merely a historical account; it is a cautionary tale about the
dangers of unchecked power, the importance of human rights, and the resilience of the human spirit
in the face of adversity. As we journey through the chapters of this book, we gain a deeper
understanding of the complex forces that shape history, the fragility of democracy, and the enduring
power of hope in the darkest of times. Ultimately, this book is a testament to the indomitable will of
the human spirit, a reminder that even in the face of tyranny, the pursuit of freedom and justice can
never be extinguished. This book is a must-read for anyone interested in history, politics, or the
human condition. It is a powerful and thought-provoking exploration of one of the darkest chapters
in human history, and a testament to the enduring power of the human spirit. If you like this book,
write a review!
  factors leading to dictatorship: The Dictator's Power Pasquale De Marco, 2025-03-22 In
this thought-provoking book, we delve into the dark world of dictatorship, exploring the rise of these
oppressive regimes, their methods of control, and the devastating impact they have on society. We
also examine the psychology of dictators and the factors that contribute to their rise to power.
Finally, we discuss how to prevent dictatorship and promote democracy. Through a comprehensive
analysis of historical and contemporary examples, this book provides a deep understanding of the
dangers of dictatorship and the urgent need for their prevention. It is a must-read for anyone
interested in politics, history, or the future of democracy. This book is divided into ten chapters,
each of which focuses on a different aspect of dictatorship. The chapters cover topics such as the
making of a dictator, the dictator's rule, the impact of dictatorship, the downfall of a dictator, and
the aftermath of dictatorship. The book also includes case studies of some of the most notorious
dictators in history, such as Adolf Hitler, Joseph Stalin, and Mao Zedong. With its engaging writing
style and in-depth analysis, this book is sure to captivate readers from all walks of life. It is an
essential resource for anyone who wants to understand the dangers of dictatorship and how to
prevent it. This book is a valuable contribution to the literature on dictatorship. It is a
comprehensive and well-researched work that provides a deep understanding of this dangerous form
of government. The book is also highly readable and engaging, making it accessible to a wide
audience. If you like this book, write a review!
  factors leading to dictatorship: Encyclopedia of the Developing World Thomas M. Leonard,
2006 A comprehensive work on the historical and current status of developing countries.
  factors leading to dictatorship: Brazil Ignacy Sachs, Jorge Wilheim, Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro,
2009-04-15 Brazil, the largest of the Latin American nations, is fast becoming a potent international
economic player as well as a regional power. This English translation of an acclaimed Brazilian
anthology provides critical overviews of Brazilian life, history, and culture and insight into Brazil's
development over the past century. The distinguished essayists, most of whom are Brazilian, provide
expert perspectives on the social, economic, and cultural challenges that face Brazil as it seeks
future directions in the age of globalization. All of the contributors connect past, present, and future
Brazil. Their analyses converge on the observation that although Brazil has undergone radical
changes during the past one hundred years, trenchant legacies of social and economic inequality
remain to be addressed in the new century. A foreword by Jerry Davila highlights the volume's
contributions for a new, English-reading audience. The contributors are Luiz Carlos Bresser Pereira,
Cristovam Buarque, Aspasia Camargo, Gilberto Dupas, Celso Furtado, Afranio Garcia, Celso Lafer,
Jose Seixas Lourenco, Renato Ortiz, Moacir Palmeira, Paulo Sergio Pinheiro, Ignacy Sachs, Paulo
Singer, Herve Thery, and Jorge Wilheim.
  factors leading to dictatorship: History for the IB Diploma: Causes, Practices and
Effects of Wars Mike Wells, 2011-05-19 An exciting new series that covers the five Paper 2 topics



of the IB 20th Century World History syllabus. This coursebook covers Paper 2, Topic 1, Causes,
practices and effects of wars, in the 20th Century World History syllabus for the IB History
programme. It is divided into thematic sections, following the IB syllabus structure and is written in
clear, accessible English. It covers the following areas for detailed study: First World War (1914-18);
Second World War (1939-45); Asia and Oceania: Chinese Civil War (1927-37 and 1946-9); and
Europe and Middle East: Spanish Civil War (1936-9). Tailored to the requirements and assessment
objectives of the IB syllabus, it allows students to make comparisons between different regions and
time periods.
  factors leading to dictatorship: Dictatorship as Experience Konrad Hugo Jarausch, 1999 A
decade after the collapse of communism, this volume presents a historical reflection on the
perplexing nature of the East German dictatorship. In contrast to most political rhetoric, it seeks to
establish a middle ground between totalitarianism theory, stressing the repressive features of the
SED-regime, and apologetics of the socialist experiment, emphasizing the normality of daily lives.
The book transcends the polarization of public debate by stressing the tensions and contradictions
within the East German system that combined both aspects by using dictatorial means to achieve its
emancipatory aims. By analyzing a range of political, social, cultural, and chronological topics, the
contributors sketch a differentiated picture of the GDR which emphasizes both its repressive and its
welfare features. The sixteen original essays, especially written for this volume by historians from
both east and west Germany, represent the cutting edge of current research and suggest new
theoretical perspectives. They explore political, social, and cultural mechanisms of control as well as
analyze their limits and discuss the mixture of dynamism and stagnation that was typical of the GDR.
  factors leading to dictatorship: Dictator Mark Wilson, 2021-09-13 Roman consuls were
routinely trained by background and experience to handle the usual problems of a twelve-month
turn in office. But what if a crisis arose that wasn’t best met by whoever happened to be in office
that year? The Romans had a mechanism for that: the dictatorship, an alternative emergency
executive post that granted total, unanswerable power to that man who was best suited to resolve
the crisis and then stand down, restoring normality. This office was so useful and effective that it
was invoked at least 85 times across three centuries against every kind of serious problem, from
conspiracies and insurgencies to the repelling of invaders to propitiation of the gods. In Dictator:
The Evolution of the Roman Dictatorship, Mark B. Wilson makes the first detailed and
comprehensive examination of the role and evolution of the dictatorship as an integral element of
the Roman Republic. Each stage of a dictatorship—need, call, choice, invocation, mandate,
imperium, answerability, colleague, and renunciation—is explored, with examples and case studies
illustrating the dictators’ rigorous adherence to a set of core principles, or, in rare cases of
deviation, showing how exceptions tended to demonstrate the rule as vividly as instances. Wilson
also charts the flexibility of the dictatorship as it adapted to the needs of the Republic, reshaping its
role in relation to the consuls, the senate, and the people. The routine use of the dictatorship is only
part of the story. The abandonment and disuse of the dictatorship for 120 years, its revival under
Sulla, and its appropriation and transformation under Caesar are all examined in detail, with
attention paid to what the dictatorship meant to the Romans of the late Republic, alternative means
of crisis resolution in contrast with the dictatorship, and the groundwork laid in those last two
centuries for that which was to come. Dictator provides a new basis for discussion and debate
relating to the Roman dictatorship, Roman crisis management, and the systems and institutions of
the Roman Republic.
  factors leading to dictatorship: The Psychology of Revolution Fathali M. Moghaddam,
2024-03-14 Based on decades of psychological research and personal experience, Fathali M.
Moghaddam presents a new and dynamic introduction to the psychology of revolution. He sets out to
explain what does and does not change with revolution, using the concept of political plasticity or
the malleability of political behavior. In turn, psychological theories of collective mobilization, the
process of regime change, and explanations of what happens after regime change are discussed.
This psychological analysis of the post-revolution period is pertinent because it explains why



revolutions so often fail. General readers interested in learning more about the psychology of
revolution, as well as students, researchers, and teachers in political psychology, political science,
and collective action, will find this book accessible and beneficial.
  factors leading to dictatorship: Authoritarianism and the Elite Origins of Democracy
Michael Albertus, Victor Menaldo, 2018-01-25 This book argues that - in terms of institutional
design, the allocation of power and privilege, and the lived experiences of citizens - democracy often
does not restart the political game after displacing authoritarianism. Democratic institutions are
frequently designed by the outgoing authoritarian regime to shield incumbent elites from the rule of
law and give them an unfair advantage over politics and the economy after democratization.
Authoritarianism and the Elite Origins of Democracy systematically documents and analyzes the
constitutional tools that outgoing authoritarian elites use to accomplish these ends, such as electoral
system design, legislative appointments, federalism, legal immunities, constitutional tribunal design,
and supermajority thresholds for change. The study provides wide-ranging evidence for these claims
using data that spans the globe and dates from 1800 to the present. Albertus and Menaldo also
conduct detailed case studies of Chile and Sweden. In doing so, they explain why some democracies
successfully overhaul their elite-biased constitutions for more egalitarian social contracts.
  factors leading to dictatorship: Somalia at the Crossroads Abdulahi A. Osman, 2007-07-31
Since the fall of the Siad Bare regime in Somalia in 1991 and the fratricidal war that it unleashed in
its wake, Somalia has been without an effective central government. Instead, warlords and their
armed bandits have been controlling different parts of the country, with the former British colony of
northern Somaliland unilaterally proclaiming its independence. Developments in the country since
the recent transitional government was set up in 2004 have, however, presented both opportunities
and challenges for the country. While much has been reported about the prevailing situation in the
country, there has been a paucity of research articulating the various perspectives and challenges in
the efforts to reconstitute Somalia's failed state. This book hopes to contribute in filling this gap.
Contributors to the volume examine the various issues that lie behind the current situation in
Somalia, seeking answers to a number of crucial questions: Why did the Somali state fail? What role
did external actors and the internal configurations of the Somalis' socio-political structure play in the
state collapse? Did the various peace and reconciliation conferences really achieve anything? Should
Somalia be reconstituted as one state or should more than one state be allowed to emerge from the
ashes of the collapsed state? What is the way forward out of the current imbroglio in Somalia?
  factors leading to dictatorship: The Political Economy of Dictatorship Ronald Wintrobe,
2000-09-25 Although much of the world still lives today, as always, under dictatorship, the behaviour
of these regimes and of their leaders often appears irrational and mysterious. In The Political
Economy of Dictatorship, Ronald Wintrobe uses rational choice theory to model dictatorships: their
strategies for accumulating power, the constraints on their behavior, and why they are often more
popular than is commonly accepted. The book explores both the politics and the economics of
dictatorships, and the interaction between them. The questions addressed include: What determines
the repressiveness of a regime? Can political authoritarianism be 'good' for the economy? After the
fall, who should be held responsible for crimes against human rights? The book contains many
applications, including chapters on Nazi Germany, Soviet Communism, South Africa under
apartheid, the ancient Roman Empire and Pinochet's Chile. It also provides a guide to the policies
which should be followed by the democracies towards dictatorships.
  factors leading to dictatorship: The Phenomenon and Causes of Crowd Psychology (The
Complete Ten-Book Collection) Sigmund Freud, Charles Mackay, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Gerald
Stanley Lee, Gustave Le Bon, Walter Lippmann, William McDougall, Everett Dean Martin, Wilfred
Trotter, 2022-11-13 This edition includes: The Social Contract (Jean-Jacques Rousseau) The Crowd:
A Study of the Popular Mind (Gustave Le Bon) The Psychology of Revolution (Gustave Le Bon) Group
Psychology and the Analysis of the Ego (Sigmund Freud) Extraordinary Popular Delusions and the
Madness of Crowds (Charles Mackay) Instincts of the Herd in Peace and War (Wilfred Trotter) The
Behavior of Crowds: A Psychological Study (Everett Dean Martin) Public Opinion (Walter Lippmann)



Crowds: A Moving-Picture of Democracy (Gerald Stanley Lee) The Group Mind: A Sketch of the
Principles of Collective Psychology (William McDougall) Jean-Jacques Rousseau was a Francophone
Genevan philosopher, writer, and composer of the 18th century. Gustave Le Bon was a French
polymath whose areas of interest included anthropology, psychology, sociology, medicine, invention,
and physics. Sigmund Freud was an Austrian neurologist and the founder of psychoanalysis, a
clinical method for treating psychopathology through dialogue between a patient and a
psychoanalyst. Charles Mackay was a Scottish poet, journalist, author, anthologist, novelist, and
songwriter. Wilfred Trotter was an English surgeon, a pioneer in neurosurgery. He was also known
for his concept of the herd instinct. Everett Dean Martin was an American minister, writer,
journalist, instructor, lecturer and social psychologist. Walter Lippmann was an American writer,
reporter, and political commentator famous for being among the first to introduce the concept of
Cold War. Gerald Stanley Lee was an American Congregational clergyman and the author of
numerous books and essays. William McDougall was an early 20th century psychologist who spent
the first part of his career in the United Kingdom and the latter part in the USA.
  factors leading to dictatorship: In Defense of Lost Causes Slavoj Zizek, 2009-10-19 In this
combative major work, philosophical sharpshooter Slavoj Zizek looks for the kernel of truth in the
totalitarian politics of the past. Examining Heidegger's seduction by fascism and Foucault's flirtation
with the Iranian Revolution, he suggests that these were the 'right steps in the wrong direction'. On
the revolutionary terror of Robespierre, Mao and the Bolsheviks, Zizek argues that while these
struggles ended in historic failure and horror, there was a valuable core of idealism lost beneath the
bloodshed. A redemptive vision has been obscured by the soft, decentralized politics of the
liberal-democratic consensus. Faced with the coming ecological crisis, Zizek argues the case for
revolutionary terror and the dictatorship of the proletariat. A return to past ideals is needed despite
the risks. In the words of Samuel Beckett: 'Try again. Fail again. Fail better.'
  factors leading to dictatorship: The SAGE Glossary of the Social and Behavioral Sciences
Larry E. Sullivan, 2009-08-31 Highly accessible A-Z of the major terms in the social and behavioural
sciences, spanning anthropology, communication and media studies, criminal justice, economics,
education, geography, human services, management, political science, psychology and sociology.
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