
existentialist philosophers

existentialist philosophers have significantly influenced modern thought by exploring themes
such as individual freedom, the meaning of existence, and the absurdity of life. Emerging primarily
in the 19th and 20th centuries, existentialism addresses fundamental questions about human
experience, choice, and authenticity. This philosophical movement challenges traditional
metaphysical and epistemological assumptions, emphasizing subjective experience and personal
responsibility. Key figures in existentialism have shaped disciplines beyond philosophy, including
literature, psychology, and theology. This article delves into the lives, ideas, and contributions of
notable existentialist philosophers, examining their core concepts and the evolution of existentialist
thought. The discussion also highlights the impact of existentialism on contemporary culture and
intellectual history. Following this introduction, the article is organized into several main sections to
provide a comprehensive overview.

Origins and Historical Context of Existentialism

Major Existentialist Philosophers and Their Ideas

Core Concepts in Existentialist Philosophy

Existentialism's Influence on Other Disciplines

Contemporary Relevance of Existentialist Thought

Origins and Historical Context of Existentialism

The roots of existentialist philosophy can be traced back to the 19th century, with early influences
emerging from German idealism and the works of philosophers such as Søren Kierkegaard and
Friedrich Nietzsche. Existentialism developed as a response to the perceived limitations of
rationalism and systematic philosophy, focusing instead on individual existence and subjective
experience. The movement gained momentum in the early 20th century, particularly after World
War II, when questions about meaning and human freedom became urgent amid widespread social
and political upheaval.

Philosophical Precursors

Søren Kierkegaard is often regarded as the "father of existentialism" due to his emphasis on
personal faith, angst, and the individual's relationship with God. Friedrich Nietzsche contributed to
existentialist themes through his critique of traditional morality, declaration of the "death of God,"
and the concept of the Übermensch. These early thinkers laid the groundwork for later existentialist
philosophers by highlighting the importance of individual subjectivity and existential choice.



Development During the 20th Century

The 20th century witnessed the formalization and popularization of existentialism. French
philosophers like Jean-Paul Sartre and Simone de Beauvoir expanded existentialist ideas into ethics,
politics, and feminism. The aftermath of two world wars and the rise of totalitarian regimes
intensified philosophical inquiries into freedom, responsibility, and authenticity. Existentialism
emerged as a dominant intellectual force, influencing various cultural and academic fields.

Major Existentialist Philosophers and Their Ideas

The existentialist tradition includes a diverse array of thinkers whose philosophies, while sharing
core themes, often diverge in focus and interpretation. This section provides an overview of the most
influential existentialist philosophers and their principal contributions to the movement.

Søren Kierkegaard

Kierkegaard’s philosophy centers on the individual's subjective experience and the concept of "leap
of faith." He argued that authentic existence requires embracing uncertainty and making personal
commitments despite the absence of objective certainty. Kierkegaard’s exploration of anxiety,
despair, and faith challenged the established rationalist and institutional religious frameworks of his
time.

Friedrich Nietzsche

Nietzsche’s existentialism critiques traditional values and introduces the idea of life-affirmation
through the creation of new values. His proclamation of the "death of God" signals the collapse of
absolute moral frameworks, urging individuals to become creators of their own meaning. Nietzsche’s
concepts of the will to power and the Übermensch emphasize self-overcoming and individual
greatness.

Jean-Paul Sartre

Sartre is one of the most prominent existentialist philosophers, known for his assertion that
"existence precedes essence." He posited that humans first exist and then define themselves through
actions. Sartre’s existentialism emphasizes radical freedom and the anguish that accompanies
responsibility. His works explore themes of bad faith, authenticity, and the limits of human freedom.



Simone de Beauvoir

De Beauvoir contributed significantly to existentialist ethics and feminist philosophy. She analyzed
the construction of gender and the oppression of women through an existentialist lens, famously
stating, "One is not born, but rather becomes, a woman." Her work integrates existentialist themes
of freedom, otherness, and ethical responsibility.

Albert Camus

Though Camus rejected the existentialist label, his philosophy grapples with similar concerns,
especially the absurdity of life. Camus’ concept of the absurd highlights the conflict between human
desire for meaning and the indifferent universe. He proposed rebellion against absurdity as a way to
live authentically, as seen in his influential works like "The Myth of Sisyphus."

Core Concepts in Existentialist Philosophy

Existentialist philosophy is united by several foundational concepts that address the human
condition. These ideas emphasize the subjective nature of reality, the primacy of individual
experience, and the ethical implications of freedom.

Existence Precedes Essence

This principle asserts that humans have no predetermined nature or purpose; rather, individuals
create their essence through choices and actions. It opposes essentialist views that define humans
by fixed characteristics or divine design, highlighting personal freedom and responsibility.

Freedom and Responsibility

Existentialist philosophers argue that freedom is an inherent aspect of human existence, but this
freedom entails the weight of responsibility. Individuals must confront the consequences of their
decisions without relying on external justification, leading to feelings of anguish or existential dread.

Authenticity and Bad Faith

Authenticity involves living in accordance with one's true self and values, acknowledging freedom
and responsibility. Bad faith refers to self-deception or denial of freedom, often by conforming to
societal roles or expectations, thus avoiding existential anxiety.



The Absurd

The absurd describes the tension between humans' search for meaning and the universe's silent
indifference. Recognizing the absurd condition prompts philosophical reflection on how to live
meaningfully despite this contradiction.

Alienation and Anxiety

Alienation arises from the individual's separation from authentic existence, others, or society.
Anxiety or angst is a fundamental emotional response to the awareness of freedom and the
uncertainty of existence.

Existence precedes essence

Freedom and responsibility

Authenticity versus bad faith

The absurd condition

Alienation and existential anxiety

Existentialism's Influence on Other Disciplines

Existentialist philosophers have impacted a wide range of fields beyond philosophy, shaping modern
thought in literature, psychology, theology, and the arts. Their emphasis on individual experience
and freedom resonates across diverse intellectual landscapes.

Literature and Drama

Existentialist themes permeate 20th-century literature and theater, with writers exploring
alienation, freedom, and absurdity. Playwrights such as Samuel Beckett and novelists like Franz
Kafka incorporate existentialist motifs to depict the human struggle for meaning.

Psychology and Psychotherapy

Existential psychology and psychotherapy focus on individuals' experiences of freedom, isolation,
and meaninglessness. Therapists draw on existentialist concepts to help clients confront anxiety,



make authentic choices, and live purposefully.

Theology and Religious Thought

Existentialism has influenced contemporary theology by challenging institutional doctrines and
emphasizing personal faith and authenticity. Thinkers like Paul Tillich integrated existentialist ideas
to address spiritual alienation and the quest for meaning.

Visual Arts and Cinema

Existentialist philosophy shapes various art forms, inspiring explorations of human existence,
absurdity, and freedom. Filmmakers such as Ingmar Bergman and writers in the arts reflect
existential concerns through visual storytelling and symbolic imagery.

Contemporary Relevance of Existentialist Thought

Existentialist philosophers continue to offer valuable insights into contemporary issues related to
identity, freedom, and meaning in an increasingly complex world. Their ideas resonate in discussions
about technology, ethics, and social justice.

Existentialism in Modern Ethics

Existentialist emphasis on individual responsibility informs contemporary ethical debates,
encouraging personal accountability and authenticity in moral decision-making. This perspective
challenges deterministic and collectivist approaches.

Impact on Identity and Social Movements

Existentialism’s focus on self-definition and freedom influences movements advocating for civil
rights, gender equality, and LGBTQ+ recognition. The philosophy supports the quest for authentic
identity against societal constraints.

Existential Challenges in the Digital Age

Modern technology and digital culture raise new existential questions concerning authenticity,
alienation, and human connection. Existentialist thought provides a framework for addressing issues
like virtual identity and the meaning of existence in a digital world.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who are some of the most influential existentialist
philosophers?
Some of the most influential existentialist philosophers include Søren Kierkegaard, Friedrich
Nietzsche, Jean-Paul Sartre, Albert Camus, and Martin Heidegger.

What is the core idea of existentialism?
The core idea of existentialism is that individuals are free and responsible for creating their own
meaning and essence in an indifferent or absurd world.

How did Søren Kierkegaard contribute to existentialist
philosophy?
Søren Kierkegaard is often considered the father of existentialism; he emphasized individual
experience, personal choice, and the importance of faith and subjective truth.

What is Jean-Paul Sartre's famous statement about existence
and essence?
Jean-Paul Sartre famously stated, "Existence precedes essence," meaning that humans first exist and
then define their own nature through actions.

How does Albert Camus' concept of the absurd relate to
existentialism?
Albert Camus' concept of the absurd highlights the conflict between humans' search for meaning
and the meaningless universe, emphasizing how one must confront this absurdity without resorting
to false hope.

What role does freedom play in existentialist philosophy?
Freedom is central in existentialism; it asserts that individuals have the freedom to make choices
and must take responsibility for the consequences of their actions.

How does existentialism address the concept of death?
Existentialists view death as an inevitable and defining aspect of life that brings urgency and
authenticity to human existence, encouraging individuals to live genuinely.

What is the relationship between existentialism and nihilism?
While both acknowledge the absence of inherent meaning, existentialism differs from nihilism by
asserting that individuals can create their own meaning despite this void.



How did Martin Heidegger influence existentialist thought?
Martin Heidegger influenced existentialism through his exploration of 'Being,' emphasizing
authentic existence, temporality, and the individual's confrontation with mortality.

Are existentialist ideas still relevant in modern philosophy and
culture?
Yes, existentialist ideas remain relevant as they address fundamental human concerns about
freedom, meaning, authenticity, and individuality, influencing contemporary philosophy, literature,
psychology, and popular culture.

Additional Resources
1. Being and Nothingness
Written by Jean-Paul Sartre, this seminal work explores the nature of existence, consciousness, and
freedom. Sartre delves into the concept of "being-for-itself" versus "being-in-itself," emphasizing
human freedom and responsibility. The book is a foundational text in existentialist philosophy and
phenomenology.

2. The Myth of Sisyphus
Albert Camus presents his philosophy of the absurd in this influential essay, using the Greek myth of
Sisyphus as a metaphor for human existence. He argues that life is inherently without meaning, but
individuals can find personal meaning through rebellion against this absurdity. Camus encourages
embracing the absurd condition with defiance and without resignation.

3. Fear and Trembling
In this work, Søren Kierkegaard examines the story of Abraham and Isaac to explore the nature of
faith and the "leap of faith." Kierkegaard contrasts the ethical and the religious stages of life,
emphasizing the individual's subjective relationship with God. The book is a key text in existentialist
thought, focusing on individual faith and commitment.

4. Existentialism is a Humanism
A public lecture by Jean-Paul Sartre, this book serves as an accessible introduction to existentialist
philosophy. Sartre defends existentialism against various criticisms, clarifying concepts like anguish,
abandonment, and freedom. It is a concise and clear exposition of existentialist ideas and their
implications for human life.

5. Either/Or
Another profound work by Søren Kierkegaard, this book presents two modes of life: the aesthetic
and the ethical. Through a series of essays and reflections, Kierkegaard explores choice,
commitment, and the development of the self. It highlights the existential struggle in making
meaningful life decisions.

6. The Rebel
Albert Camus investigates the concept of rebellion and revolution in this philosophical essay. He
questions the justification and consequences of rebellion against oppression and absurdity. The book
examines the limits of revolt and the search for justice in a chaotic world.



7. Notes from Underground
Fyodor Dostoevsky’s novella is often considered a precursor to existentialism, depicting a man
alienated from society and grappling with free will and self-consciousness. The unnamed narrator
explores themes of irrationality, suffering, and the human condition. This work profoundly
influenced later existentialist thinkers.

8. The Ethics of Ambiguity
Simone de Beauvoir offers a feminist existentialist perspective in this philosophical treatise,
emphasizing freedom, responsibility, and the ambiguity of human existence. She argues that
individuals must create their own values through choices while acknowledging the freedom of
others. The book is a significant contribution to existential ethics.

9. Man’s Search for Meaning
Viktor E. Frankl recounts his experiences in Nazi concentration camps and introduces logotherapy, a
form of existential psychotherapy. The book explores how finding meaning in suffering is essential to
human survival and psychological health. It is both a memoir and a philosophical inquiry into the
purpose of life.
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  existentialist philosophers: Six Existentialist Thinkers Harold John Blackham, 1952
  existentialist philosophers: The Existentialist's Guide to Death, the Universe and
Nothingness Gary Cox, 2011-11-17 The Existentialist's Guide to Death, the Universe and
Nothingness is an entertaining philosophical guide to life, love, hate, freedom, sex, anxiety, God and
death; a guide to everything and nothing. Gary Cox, bestselling author of How to Be an Existentialist
and How to Be a Philosopher, takes us on an exciting journey through the central themes of
existentialism, a philosophy of the human condition. The Existentialist's Guide fascinates, informs,
provokes and inspires as it explores existentialism's uncompromising view of human reality. It leaves
the reader with no illusions about how hard it is to live honestly and achieve authenticity. It has,
however, a redeeming humour that sets the wisdom of the great existentialist philosophers alongside
the wit of great musicians and comedians. A realistic self-help book for anyone interested in personal
empowerment, The Existentialist's Guide offers a wealth of profound philosophical insight into life,
the universe and everything.
  existentialist philosophers: From Rationalism to Existentialism Robert C. Solomon, 2001 In
this enduring text, renowned philosopher Robert C. Solomon provides students with a detailed
introduction to modern existentialism. He reveals how this philosophy not only connects with, but
derives from, the thought of traditional philosophers through the works of Nietzsche, Kierkegaard,
Husserl, Heidegger, Sartre, and Merleau-Ponty. Thus, existentialism emerges from the school of
rational thought as a logical evolution of respected philosophy.
  existentialist philosophers: On Being and Becoming Jennifer Anna Gosetti-Ferencei,
2020-10-09 While existentialism has long been associated with Parisian Left Bank philosophers
sipping cocktails in smoke-filled cafés, or with a brooding, angst-filled outlook on life,
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Gosetti-Ferencei shows how vital and heterogeneous the movement really was. In this concise,
accessible book, Gosetti-Ferencei offers a new vision of existentialism. As she lucidly demonstrates,
existentialism is a rich and diverse philosophy that encourages meaningful engagement with the
world around us, offering a host of fascinating concepts that pertain to life as we experience it. The
movement was as heterogeneous as it is now misunderstood, influenced by jazz music, involving
diverse thinkers from around the world, challenging received ideas about the meaning of human
existence. Part of the difficulty in defining existentialism is that it was never a unified philosophy,
but came to identify a set of shared concerns about the meaning and possibility of human freedom,
as it may be expressed in authentic choices, actions, and projects. Existentialists all explored how, in
the absence of traditional reassurances about the meaning of life, we may transcend our present
circumstances, and give our situation new meaning. With existentialism, concrete, lived experience
of the single individual emerged from the shadow of abstract systems and long-defended traditions,
and became subject-matter in its own right for philosophical inquiry. Far from solipsistic,
Gosetti-Ferencei shows that existentialist attention to the human self can be intertwined with ways
of conceiving the world, our being with others, the earth, and the encompassing concept of being.
Fully appreciating what existentialism has to offer requires recognizing the rich diversity of its
prospects, which involve not only anxiety, absurdity, awareness of death and the loss of religious
meaning, but also hope, the striving for happiness, and a sense of the transcendent. On Being and
Becoming unpacks this philosophical movement's insights, and reveals how its core ideas promote
creative responses to the question of life's meaning.
  existentialist philosophers: Irrational Man William Barrett, 2011-01-26 Widely recognized as
the finest definition of existentialist philosophy ever written, this book introduced existentialism to
America in 1958. Barrett speaks eloquently and directly to concerns of the 1990s: a period when the
irrational and the absurd are no better integrated than before and when humankind is in even
greater danger of destroying its existence without ever understanding the meaning of its existence.
Irrational Man begins by discussing the roots of existentialism in the art and thinking of Augustine,
Aquinas, Pascal, Baudelaire, Blake, Dostoevski, Tolstoy, Hemingway, Picasso, Joyce, and Beckett.
The heart of the book explains the views of the foremost existentialists—Kierkegaard, Nietzsche,
Heidegger, and Sartre. The result is a marvelously lucid definition of existentialism and a brilliant
interpretation of its impact.
  existentialist philosophers: The Remarkable Existentialists Michael Allen Fox, 2008-11 In this
clear, concise guide to existentialism for students, philosopher Michael Allen Fox carefully defines
existentialism, explains how it has evolved, and illuminates its relevance for today.
  existentialist philosophers: How to Be an Existentialist Gary Cox, 2011-09-29 A concise and
humorous introduction to existentialism aimed squarely at a general readership - and available in
paperback for the first time.
  existentialist philosophers: Existentialist Philosophy L. Nathan Oaklander, 1992 Introducing
readers to existentialist philosophy through the writings of Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, De Beauvoir and
others, this unique anthology includes long selections from a relatively small number of existentialist
thinkers -- exploring each philosopher's views in great detail, and prefacing the essays with
insightful introductions to help clarify material. Offers creative, explicative chapter introductions to
help readers grasp material to be covered. Provides in-depth essays from select existentialist figures
to allow a fuller view of each philosopher considered. Illustrates existentialist philosophy in
literature with Jean-Paul Sartre's No Exit , Albert Camus' The Stranger , and Heidegger's Being and
Time . Includes practical end-of-chapter glossaries to help readers with technical terms and
unfamiliar jargon. Now presents thought-provoking study/discussion questions, as well as an
updated bibliography. For those interested in existentialism, late 19th century thought, and the
philosophy of religion.
  existentialist philosophers: Existentialist Thinkers and Ethics Christine Daigle, 2006
Twentieth-century existential thinkers, critical of traditional, overly rationalistic approaches to
ethics, sought to provide a better account of what it means to be human in the world. They



articulated ethical views that respected the individual yet were fundamentally concerned with the
Other and the ethical value of an authentic life. Their philosophy has often been dismissed as
unsuccessful. Through examination of the thought of eight key figures in existentialism -
Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, Heidegger, Arendt, Camus, Sartre, Beauvoir, and Merleau-Ponty - this
collection demonstrates that such dismissals are unfounded. Contributors tackle the difficulties
raised by an existentialist ethics and show how each thinker successfully elaborated an ethics that
provides a viable alternative to traditional ethical views.
  existentialist philosophers: Existing Steven Luper, 2000 This ambitious anthology includes
the core writings of Nietzsche, Kierkegaard, Heidegger, and Sartre, as well as generous selections
from the work of other important twentieth century existentialist thinkers. Unprecedented in its
breadth, this collection also acknowledges the contributions made to existentialist thought through
literature.
  existentialist philosophers: Existentialism For Dummies Christopher Panza, Gregory Gale,
2008-08-04 Have you ever wondered what the phrase “God is dead” means? You’ll find out in
Existentialism For Dummies, a handy guide to Nietzsche, Sartre, and Kierkegaard’s favorite
philosophy. See how existentialist ideas have influenced everything from film and literature to world
events and discover whether or not existentialism is still relevant today. You’ll find an introduction
to existentialism and understand how it fits into the history of philosophy. This insightful guide will
expose you to existentialism’s ideas about the absurdity of life and the ways that existentialism
guides politics, solidarity, and respect for others. There’s even a section on religious existentialism.
You’ll be able to reviewkey existential themes and writings. Find out how to: Trace the influence of
existentialism Distinguish each philosopher’s specific ideas Explain what it means to say that “God is
dead” See culture through an existentialist lens Understand the existentialist notion of time,
finitude, and death Navigate the absurdity of life Master the art of individuality Complete with lists
of the ten greatest existential films, ten great existential aphorisms, and ten common misconceptions
about existentialism, Existentialism For Dummies is your one-stop guide to a very influential school
of thought.
  existentialist philosophers: Existentialism: A Guide for the Perplexed Steven Earnshaw,
2006-11-07 Existentialism is often studied by students with little or no background in philosophy;
either as an introduction to the idea of studying philosophy or as part of a literary course. Although
it is often an attractive topic for students interested in thinking about questions of 'self' or 'being', it
also requires them to study difficult thinkers and texts. This Guide for the Perplexed begins with the
question of 'What is Existentialism?' and then moves on to provide a brief analysis of the key
thinkers, writers and texts - both philosophical and literary - central to existentialism. Chapters focus
particularly on Kierkegaard, Heidegger, Sartre and Camus but also discuss other philosophers and
writers such as Nietzsche, Dostoevsky and Kafka. The second section of the Guide introduces key
topics associated with existentialist thought; Self, Consciousness, the question of God and
Commitment. Each chapter explains the concepts and debates and provides guidance on reading
and analysing the philosophical and literary texts addressed, focusing throughout on clarifying the
areas students find most difficult
  existentialist philosophers: The New Dictionary of Existentialism St. Elmo Nauman, 1971 The
number of technical terms employed by existentialist philosophy must be precisely defined in order
that the intended thought may be properly understood. This book is designed to present such
definitions based on documentary source materials by the major existentialists, such as Kierkegaard,
Nietzsche, Sartre, Jaspers, Marcel, Heidegger, Camus and Berdysev.
  existentialist philosophers: The Philosophy of Existentialism Jean-Paul Sartre, 1965
Essays. Bibliography: p. 423-431.
  existentialist philosophers: Six Existentialist Thinkers Harold John Blackham, 2012-11-12
Includes summary but substantial accounts of the thought of Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, Jaspers,
Marcel, Heidegger and Sartre, and a concluding essay that attempts to interpret the whole
Existentialist movement.



  existentialist philosophers: The A to Z of Existentialism Stephen Michelman, 2010-04-01
Existentialism is the philosophy of human existence, which flourished first in Germany in the 1920s
and 1930s and then in France in the decade following the end of World War II. The operative
meaning of existentialism here is thus broader than it was circa 1945 when the term first gained
currency in France as a label for the philosophy of Jean-Paul Sartre. However, it is considerably less
broad than the view proposed by commentators in the 1950s and 1960s who, in an attempt to
overcome Sartre's hegemony, discovered the seeds of existentialism far and wide: in Shakespeare,
Saint Augustine, and the Old Testament prophets. In this dictionary, existentialism is understood as
a decidedly 20th-century phenomenon, though with roots in the 19th century. Effort has been made
to understand the philosophy of existentialism, as all philosophies should be understood, as part of
an ongoing intellectual tradition: an evolving history of problems, concepts, and arguments. The A to
Z of Existentialism explains the central claims of existentialist philosophy and the contexts in which
it developed into one of the most influential intellectual trends of the 20th century. This is done
through a chronology, an introductory essay, a bibliography, and more than 300 cross-referenced
dictionary entries offering clear, accessible accounts of the life and thought of major existentialists
like Jean-Paul Sartre, Martin Heidegger, Martin Buber, Karl Jaspers, Gabriel Marcel, Simone de
Beauvoir, Albert Camus, and Maurice Merleau-Ponty, as well as thinkers influential to its
development such as Wilhelm Dilthey, Henri Bergson, Edmund Husserl, and Max Scheler. This book
affords readers an integrated, critical, and historically-sensitive understanding of this important
philosophical movement.
  existentialist philosophers: Existentialism Mary Warnock, 1970 In this popular, highly
readable survey, Mary Warnock considers the contributions made to Existentialism by Kierkegaard,
Nietzsche, and Husserl, and discusses at length the works of Heidegger, Merleau-Ponty, and Sartre.
This revised edition includes a postscript reviewing the status of Existentialism in the 1990s and has
a thoroughly updated bibliography.
  existentialist philosophers: The Bloomsbury Companion to Existentialism Felicity Joseph, Jack
Reynolds, Ashley Woodward, 2014-09-25 The Bloomsbury Companion to Existentialism is the
definitive guide to this key area of modern European philosophy. Now available in paperback, the
book covers the fundamental questions asked by existentialism, providing valuable guidance for
students and researchers to some of the many important and enduring contributions of existentialist
thinkers. Chapters from an international team of experts explore existentialism's relationship to
philosophical method; ontology; politics; psychoanalysis; ethics; religion; literature; emotion;
feminism and sexuality; emotions; authenticity and the self; its significance in Latin American
culture; and its contribution to the development of post-structuralism and cognitive science. In
addition, five short chapters summarize the status of canonical figures Kierkegaard, Nietzsche,
Heidegger, Sartre and de Beauvoir, delineating the historical approach to their work, while pointing
to new directions contemporary research is now taking. Featuring a series of indispensable research
tools such as an A to Z glossary, a timeline of key events, texts and thinkers in existentialism, a list
of resources, and an annotated guide to further reading, this Companion is an essential resource to
help the new reader navigate through the heart of Existentialism and modern European philosophy.
  existentialist philosophers: Foundational Existential Thinkers Hector Davidson, This book
contains these titles: Kierkegaard - Søren Kierkegaard, often regarded as the father of
existentialism, was born on May 5, 1813, in Copenhagen, Denmark. His early life was marked by
tragedy, as his mother died when he was just a child, and his father, a deeply religious man, instilled
in him a sense of guilt and the weight of existential questioning. Kierkegaard’s relationship with his
father deeply influenced his philosophical development, particularly in his exploration of faith,
despair, and the individual's relationship with God. Jean-Paul Sartre - Jean-Paul Sartre, a towering
figure in 20th-century philosophy, is perhaps best known for his development of existentialism, a
school of thought that emphasizes individual freedom, choice, and the creation of meaning in an
otherwise indifferent universe. Sartre’s philosophy arises from the existentialist tradition but
distinguishes itself through its rigorous approach to human freedom and responsibility. At the heart



of Sartre's thought is the idea that human beings are condemned to be free, burdened with the
constant task of making choices without any external justification or predetermined essence.
  existentialist philosophers: Movies with Meaning Dan Shaw, 2017-06-29 This book pairs
close readings of some of the classic writings of existentialist philosophers with interpretations of
films that reveal striking parallels to each of those texts, demonstrating their respective philosophies
in action. Individual chapters include significant excerpts from the original texts being discussed and
illustrated. Pairings cover Schopenhauer and Waking Life, Stirner and Hud, Kierkegaard and Winter
Light, Nietzsche and The Fountainhead, Heidegger, Blade Runner and The Thin Red Line, Camus,
Leaving Las Vegas and Missing, Sartre, Husbands and Wives, and Michael Collins, de Beauvoir and
Revolutionary Road, and Foucault and One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest. Movies with Meaning
offers a clear and insightful examination of the relationships between existential philosophers and
film, providing both digests of their most significant texts and cinematic illustrations of what each
had in mind. For the first time in one place, this book analyses the implications for film of the
perspectives of a wide array of the most significant existentialist thinkers. Organized
chronologically, like most existentialism anthologies, this is an ideal textbook for an intermediate
level existentialism course, or as a companion to a selection of primary texts.
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