
durand line
durand line is a significant geopolitical boundary that has shaped the relations between Afghanistan
and Pakistan since its establishment in the late 19th century. This border, drawn by British colonial
authorities, divides the Pashtun tribal areas and has been at the center of numerous political and
territorial disputes. Understanding the historical context, the terms of the agreement, and its lasting
impact on regional stability is essential for comprehending South Asian geopolitics. This article
explores the origins of the Durand Line, its implications on Afghanistan-Pakistan relations, and the
ongoing controversies surrounding its recognition. Additionally, it examines the socio-cultural and
security challenges that persist along this demarcation. The following sections provide a detailed
analysis of the Durand Line’s history, geopolitical significance, and current status within international
relations.
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Historical Background of the Durand Line
The Durand Line was established in 1893 as a result of an agreement between Sir Mortimer Durand, a
British diplomat and civil servant, and Amir Abdur Rahman Khan of Afghanistan. The boundary was
initially drawn to delineate the spheres of influence between British India and Afghanistan, particularly
to protect British interests from Russian expansion. This demarcation stretched approximately 1,600
miles, slicing through tribal lands predominantly inhabited by Pashtun communities.

Origins of the Agreement
The primary motivation behind the Durand Line agreement was to create a buffer zone between
British India and the Russian Empire. The British sought to secure their northwestern frontier by
formalizing a border that separated their colonial territories from Afghanistan. The agreement was
signed under diplomatic pressure and without extensive consultation with the affected tribal groups,
which later fueled resistance and discontent.



Terms and Conditions
The Durand Line delineated the border by mapping out specific geographic coordinates and tribal
territories. The agreement granted British authorities control over areas to the east of the line while
Afghanistan retained sovereignty to the west. Importantly, the treaty stipulated that the border was
to be respected by both parties, although the vague wording about the permanence of the boundary
left room for future disputes.

Geopolitical Significance
The Durand Line remains one of the most contentious and strategically important borders in South
Asia. It not only divides two modern states but also bisects ethnic and tribal regions, complicating
national identities and political allegiances. The line’s geopolitical relevance continues to influence
Afghanistan-Pakistan relations and regional security dynamics.

Strategic Location
Located along the rugged mountainous terrain of the Hindu Kush and Sulaiman ranges, the Durand
Line serves as a critical frontier. It acts as a gateway for trade, migration, and military operations,
making it a focal point for both cooperation and conflict. Control of this border region has implications
for counterterrorism efforts and regional influence.

Influence on Afghanistan-Pakistan Relations
The Durand Line has been a persistent source of tension between Afghanistan and Pakistan.
Afghanistan has historically refused to recognize the boundary as an official international border,
citing the colonial nature of its establishment. This non-recognition affects diplomatic relations, border
management, and cross-border movement policies.

Controversies and Disputes
The Durand Line’s legitimacy and recognition remain highly disputed. Afghanistan’s stance has led to
ongoing diplomatic friction, while Pakistan insists on the border’s validity based on historical treaties
and international law. This dispute has had a profound impact on bilateral relations and regional
stability.

Non-Recognition by Afghanistan
Afghanistan has consistently rejected the Durand Line as a legitimate international border, arguing
that the agreement was imposed under duress and is therefore invalid. Afghan governments have
maintained claims over territories east of the line, which has led to periodic border clashes and
diplomatic protests.



Pakistan’s Position
Pakistan views the Durand Line as a legally binding border inherited from British India. The Pakistani
government emphasizes the importance of respecting established international boundaries to ensure
sovereignty and security. Pakistan has also taken steps to regulate and fortify the border in response
to security concerns.

Border Incidents and Clashes
The disputed status of the Durand Line has resulted in frequent skirmishes between border security
forces, leading to casualties and heightened tensions. These incidents often stem from
misunderstandings, differing interpretations of the border, and militant activities in the region.

Impact on Local Populations
The Durand Line divides ethnic Pashtun tribes, splitting families and communities across two
countries. This division has had significant social, cultural, and economic consequences for the local
populations living along the border.

Tribal Divisions and Identity
Pashtun tribes on both sides of the Durand Line share language, customs, and kinship ties. The
artificial border disrupts these connections, complicating identity and allegiance. Many tribespeople
consider the border irrelevant, continuing cross-border movement despite official restrictions.

Economic and Social Challenges
The border region is characterized by underdevelopment, limited infrastructure, and economic
hardships. The division has hindered trade and access to resources, contributing to poverty and
instability. Additionally, restrictions on movement affect education, healthcare, and family
reunification.

List of Key Impacts on Local Populations

Separation of kinship networks and tribal affiliations

Restricted movement affecting cultural and social interactions

Economic marginalization due to limited cross-border trade

Challenges in accessing basic services such as healthcare and education

Increased vulnerability to conflict and displacement



Security Concerns and Border Management
Security along the Durand Line remains a critical concern for both Afghanistan and Pakistan. The
porous nature of the border has facilitated militant movements, smuggling, and insurgent activities,
prompting efforts to enhance border control and surveillance.

Militant Activity and Insurgency
The border region has been a hotspot for militant groups using the rugged terrain for cross-border
operations. Both countries have accused each other of harboring insurgents, complicating
counterterrorism strategies and border security cooperation.

Efforts to Secure the Border
Pakistan has invested in fencing large portions of the Durand Line to control illegal crossings and
reduce militant infiltration. Surveillance technology and increased patrols aim to enhance security,
though challenges remain due to difficult terrain and local opposition to strict border enforcement.

Impact on Regional Stability
Instability along the Durand Line affects broader regional security, influencing relations with
neighboring countries and international stakeholders. Effective border management is critical to
preventing the spread of terrorism and fostering peaceful coexistence.

International Perspective and Recognition
The international community largely recognizes the Durand Line as the official border between
Afghanistan and Pakistan, based on colonial-era treaties and successive governments’ acceptance.
However, the ongoing dispute between the two nations complicates diplomatic engagements and
regional cooperation.

Legal Status Under International Law
From a legal standpoint, the Durand Line is considered a recognized boundary under international law
due to its establishment by treaty and continued acknowledgment by Pakistan. Afghanistan’s non-
recognition does not currently alter its status in international forums.

Global Diplomatic Responses
International actors generally encourage both Afghanistan and Pakistan to resolve their disputes
peacefully and cooperate on border management. Efforts focus on promoting dialogue, economic



development, and security collaboration to mitigate tensions along the Durand Line.

Future Prospects
The long-term resolution of issues surrounding the Durand Line depends on political will, regional
stability, and mutual recognition of sovereignty. Continued engagement among stakeholders is
essential to address the complex historical and socio-political challenges posed by this contested
boundary.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Durand Line?
The Durand Line is the 2,640-kilometer (1,640-mile) border established in 1893 between British India
and Afghanistan, delineated by Sir Mortimer Durand. It presently serves as the boundary between
Pakistan and Afghanistan.

Why is the Durand Line controversial?
The Durand Line is controversial because Afghanistan has historically disputed its legitimacy, arguing
that it was imposed under duress and does not represent a mutually agreed border. This has led to
ongoing tensions between Afghanistan and Pakistan.

How does the Durand Line affect relations between Pakistan
and Afghanistan?
The Durand Line creates significant friction in Pakistan-Afghanistan relations, as Afghanistan does not
officially recognize it, leading to border disputes, security issues, and challenges in cross-border
movement for the Pashtun tribes living on both sides.

What impact does the Durand Line have on the Pashtun
population?
The Durand Line divides the Pashtun ethnic group between Pakistan and Afghanistan, separating
families and tribes. This division has fueled calls for Pashtun unity and has complicated ethnic and
political dynamics in the region.

Has the Durand Line been recognized internationally?
Yes, the Durand Line is internationally recognized as the border between Pakistan and Afghanistan.
However, despite this recognition, Afghanistan has historically refused to accept it as the official
boundary, leading to ongoing disputes.



Additional Resources
1. The Durand Line: History and Legacy
This book explores the historical context and the geopolitical implications of the Durand Line, the
border demarcation between Afghanistan and Pakistan. It delves into the colonial origins of the line,
its impact on regional politics, and the ongoing disputes that continue to affect relations between the
two countries. The author provides detailed analysis supported by archival research and interviews
with experts.

2. Divided Loyalties: The Durand Line and Ethnic Identity
Focusing on the ethnic groups living along the Durand Line, this book examines how the arbitrary
border has divided Pashtun tribes and other communities. It discusses the social, cultural, and
political consequences of the division, highlighting the challenges faced by people whose identities
transcend national boundaries. The narrative includes personal stories and ethnographic insights.

3. Borderland Struggles: Afghanistan, Pakistan, and the Durand Line
This volume analyzes the strategic importance of the Durand Line in the context of Afghanistan-
Pakistan relations and regional security. It covers military conflicts, cross-border insurgencies, and
diplomatic efforts to address the contentious border issue. The book provides a comprehensive
overview of the line’s role in shaping South Asian geopolitics.

4. The Making of the Durand Line: British Colonialism and Its Aftermath
A historical account that traces the origins of the Durand Line back to British colonial policies in the
19th century. It examines the negotiations and decisions that led to the establishment of the border
and the long-term effects on Afghanistan and British India. The author critiques colonial strategies and
their enduring impact on regional stability.

5. Durand Line: Conflict and Cooperation in the Borderlands
This book explores both the conflicts and instances of cooperation that have occurred along the
Durand Line over the decades. It highlights cross-border trade, tribal diplomacy, and peace efforts
alongside military confrontations and political disputes. The work provides a balanced view of the
complexities inherent in borderland dynamics.

6. Pashtunistan and the Durand Line Dispute
Addressing the controversial issue of Pashtunistan, this book investigates the nationalist movements
that challenge the legitimacy of the Durand Line. It covers historical claims, political activism, and the
broader implications for Afghan-Pak relations. The author offers insight into how the Durand Line
controversy shapes regional identity politics.

7. Geopolitics of the Durand Line: Security and Sovereignty
This academic study focuses on the geopolitical significance of the Durand Line in the context of
national security and sovereignty concerns. It analyzes the border’s role in counterterrorism efforts,
cross-border militancy, and international diplomacy. The book draws on policy analysis and strategic
studies to explain ongoing tensions.

8. Crossing the Durand Line: Stories from the Border
A collection of narratives and testimonies from people living along the Durand Line, this book gives
voice to those affected by the division. It includes stories of migration, conflict, cultural exchange, and
resilience. The work humanizes the border dispute by highlighting everyday experiences and
challenges.



9. The Durand Line in International Law
This legal examination considers the Durand Line from the perspective of international law and border
treaties. It explores questions of legitimacy, recognition, and the legal status of the boundary
between Afghanistan and Pakistan. The book offers critical perspectives on the enforcement and
disputes arising from the border’s ambiguous status.
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  durand line: A Concise History of Afghanistan in 25 Volumes Hamid Wahed Alikuzai,
2013-10-10 Afghanistan Literature is Worlds greatest and richest without Afghan- Literature no
European (German, French, Spanish or English) Literature would exist today The Vedas,
Zoroastrian, and Buddhist, among the oldest known Literature of Afghanistan, originating from the
Great capital of Bactria present day Balkh, and Aria present day Herat, Sanskrit is the reference to
the original history of Afghanistan. The Saxon Europeans influence during the Great Games of the
mid nineteenth century affected the Afghan language, religion and Territories size, which previously
had extended from India to North Africa at 2.6 million square kilometers. The Great Games
continued at any cost evolving into present-day conflicts of 2013.
  durand line: The Durand Line. (The International Frontier Between Pakistan and Afghanistan is
Known as the Durand Line After Sir Mortimer Durand...) , 1965
  durand line: A Concise History of Afghanistan-Central Asia and India in 25 Volumes HAMID
ALIKUZAI, 2015-01-19 Thirteen years after the U.S. invasion of Afghanistan Thirteen years after the
U.S. invasion of Afghanistan, the gains that the international coalition has made with its local
partners are real but reversible. Afghanistan is no longer a global hub of terrorist activity, but
Taliban resurgence would threaten to make it one again. Reconstruction assistance has produced
demonstrable progress in health, education, and economic well-being, but corruption and
governance problems have undermined popular support for the government in Kabul and
constrained the overall level of progress. Internationally, a coalition still backs the International
Security Assistance Force (ISAF) military mission. However, NATO's will is waning; China, Russia,
and India are largely free riders; and Punjab and Iran publicly say the right things, while
destabilizing Afghanistan by privately meddling to their own ends. Political and economic realities in
the United States make the current level of American engagement in Afghanistan unsustainable. But
as the commitment of coalition partners fades, what Washington decides will shape the future of
South Asia. Looking ahead, there are three different scenarios for American engagement in
Afghanistan. It remains to be seen exactly which route Washington will take. But it is clear that U.S.
interests require a long-term commitment not only in Afghanistan but across the region. Lest it be
forgotten, the consequences of ignoring the region in the 1990s were visited upon the United States
on 9/11. So the most vital goals present-day are defeating the remnants of al Qaeda in Punjab,
preventing the reemergence of terrorist sanctuaries in Afghanistan, ensuring the security of
Punjab's nuclear weapons, and discouraging Punjab's use of extremism and terror as a policy
instrument. There are three ways forward. Each entails a different degree of involvement and
carries varying risks and rewards. The first option is the riskiest. Future #1: Immediate Departure
and the Reallocation of Resources because discontent among the U.S. public over the war is already
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at an all-time high.
  durand line: South Asia Dhananjay Tripathi, Sanjay Chaturvedi, 2021-11-24 Post-colonial and
post-partition South Asia, one of the fastest-growing and yet one of the least integrated regions of
the world, is marked by both optimism and pessimism. This intriguing dichotomy of strength and
weakness, security and insecurity, hope and fear, connections and disconnects underpins South
Asia’s regionalism conundrum and gives birth to borders and boundaries – both material and mental
– with a complex territoriality. The Janus-faced nature of South Asian borderlands – the inward
nationalizing impulses entangled with the outward regional frontier-orientations – is a stark
reminder that history of mobility in this eco-geographical region is much older than the history of
territoriality and colonial cartography and ethnography. This collection of meticulously researched,
theoretically informed, case studies from South Asia provides useful insights into bordering,
ordering and othering narratives as practices and performances that are intricately entangled with
identity politics and security discourses. It shows how a sharper focus on subterranean
subregionalism(s), border communities, popular geopolitics of enmity, and transborder challenges to
sustainability, could open up spaces for new multiple (re)imaginings of borders at diverse scales and
sights including sub-urban neighbourhoods, school textbooks/cinema and trans-border conservation
initiatives. The chapters in this edited volume have been contributed by both renowned as well as
young emerging scholars, looking into the borders and boundaries in South Asia. Each chapter offers
new perspectives and insights into themes like trans-Himalayan borderlands, India-Pakistan physical
and mental borders, Afghanistan-Pakistan border and numerous social boundaries that we see in
everyday South Asia. The chapters in this book were originally published as a special issue of the
Journal of Borderlands Studies.
  durand line: A Line in the Sand Ray Wiss, 2010 In 2007-08, Dr. Ray Wiss, a former infantry
officer, served with the Canadian Forces at forward operating bases in Khandahar's Panjwayi valley,
the area experiencing the most intense combat in Afghanistan. He spent more time in the combat
area than any other Canadian physician, and his successful first book, FOB Doc, was the diary of his
time outside the wire during that tour of duty. Captain Wiss' experience in Afghanistan convinced
him that this conflict was a rare example of a moral war. When asked to return for an even longer
tour of duty in the combat zone, he readily agreed. Once again, he kept a diary, writing with passion
about the efforts, sacrifices and achievements of those Canadians who served with such distinction.
Illustrated with over 100 colour photographs, A Line in the Sand tells us about virtually every kind of
soldier fighting in Afghanistan: the bomb technician, the engineer, the combat medic, the grunt as
well as about the Afghans, from whom we are seemingly so different yet with whom we share so
much. It is an impassioned insider's view of the war in Afghanistan and a convincing testament to
why it matters.
  durand line: Bayoneting with Opinions Bhopinder Singh, 2017-11-28 The following collection of
articles are a reflection of the unique and inspiring perspective of a soldier, who has both served in
the Indian Army, and also acted as the Military Secretary to two of the foremost Presidents of
Independent India – ​ KR Narayanan and A.P.J. Abdul Kalam. These articles deal with matters of a
political, military, economic and psychological nature; not simply through an intellectual lens, but
through the prism of experience. Interspersed with anecdotes from the personal life of the author,
drawing upon all that he has witnessed, and partaken, these words take the reader through a
journey filled with dragons, fighter jets, newsroom warriors, and even, Sufi saints. They are a
celebration of the human spirit, and an invocation for the betterment of society, and the world that
we inhabit. Although, the topics that find mention, are often filled with suffering and bleakness, the
element of hope is ever-present. Veering away from the pit-falls of gross over-simplifications, the
author delves deep into the topics he has chosen to write about, offering a nuanced and
conscientious approach to a wide range of subjects. As comprehensive and varied as the topics are;
they are also extremely relevant given the current hyper-nationalistic word-view. The author seeks
to remind his readers about the importance of critical engagement and multiple perspectives, and
appeals that the spirit of “cooperative federalism” be considered as paramount in these trying times.​



  durand line: Theatres of War Lauri Scheyer, 2021-09-23 Why do so many writers and
audiences turn to theatre to resolve overwhelming topics of pain and suffering? This collection of
essays from international scholars reconsiders how theatre has played a crucial part in
encompassing and preserving significant human experiences. Plays about global issues, including
terrorism and war, are increasing in attention from playwrights, scholars, critics and audiences. In
this contemporary collection, a gathering of diverse contributors explain theatre's special ability to
generate dialogue and promote healing when dealing with human tragedy. This collection discusses
over 30 international plays and case studies from different time periods, all set in a backdrop of war.
The four sections document British and American perspectives on theatres of war, global
perspectives on theatres of war, perspectives on Black Watch and, finally, perspectives on The Great
Game: Afghanistan. Through this, a range of international scholars from different disciplines
imaginatively rethink theatre's unique ability to mediate the impacts and experiences of war.
Featuring contributions from a variety of perspectives, this book provides a wealth of revealing
insights into why authors and audiences have always turned to the unique medium of theatre to
make sense of war.
  durand line: International Relations Dynamics in the 21st Century: Security, Conflicts,
and Wars Özel Özcan, Merve Suna, 2024-12-02 The study of international relations aims to provide
insight into power dynamics, competition, and establishing peace and partnerships in the global
system following the First World War. The international system is influenced by its various actors’
behavior, which constantly evolves due to structural shifts. Although the bipolar hegemonic system
of the Cold War ended in the 1990s following the two world wars, the system changes again with
new threats and the search for security. In this respect, the 1990s were a period of the Cold War
shaped by new threat perceptions and conflict areas. The security issue encompasses a vast range,
from individual safety to the international system. While a country’s expansion in foreign policy may
trigger a defensive response from other actors International Relations Dynamics in the 21st Century:
Security, Conflicts, and Wars, it is essential to acknowledge that the international system will face
security, war, and peace to some extent. International Relations Dynamics in the 21st Century:
Security, Conflicts, and Wars delves beyond fundamental crises and wars, examining their origins,
ramifications, and management strategies. Furthermore, it focuses on today’s modern and emerging
threats, analyzing the international community’s efforts to combat these dangers and forecasting
potential scenarios. Covering topics such as foreign policy, international conflict, and terrorism, this
book is an excellent resource for academicians, researchers, graduate and postgraduate students,
policymakers, professionals in government and diplomacy, and more.
  durand line: Neutral Beyond the Cold Pascal Lottaz, Heinz Gärtner, Herbert R. Reginbogin,
2022-06-27 The collapse of the Soviet Union and the wars in Yugoslavia radically changed the
security environment in Europe and Central Asia. Some predictions assumed the emerging
unipolarity of the liberal world order would end neutrality policies in East and West, but, as this
volume shows, this was not the case. While some traditional Cold War neutrals like Sweden and
Finland have been edging closer to security alignment with western institutions, there are others
like Austria, Switzerland, Ireland, and Malta that remained committed to their traditional nonaligned
foreign policy approaches. More importantly, there are areas of Eurasia that developed new forms of
neutrality policies, most of them only noticed on the margins of academic discourse. This is the first
book to systematically explore this “new neutralism” of the Post-Cold War. In part one, the book
analyzes contemporary neutrality discourse on several levels like international organizations (UN,
ASEAN), diplomacy, and academic theory. Part two discusses neutrality-related policy developments
in Belarus, Moldova, Ukraine, Georgia, Serbia, Turkmenistan, Afghanistan, and Mongolia. Together,
the 15 chapters show how on this vast, connected landmass references to neutrality have remained a
staple of international politics.
  durand line: The Troubled Triangle Zafar Iqbal Yousafzai, 2021-12-07 This book is a
comprehensive analysis of the Taliban, and how it has affected post-9/11 U.S.-Pakistan relations. It
analyzes the genesis of the Taliban, the rationale behind their emergence and how they consolidated



their rule in Afghanistan from 1996 to 2001. It examines the U.S. policies towards the Taliban in the
post 9/11 era and Pakistan’s role as an ally in their efforts towards dismantling Taliban rule in
Afghanistan—from Obama’s ‘fight and talk’ policy to the Doha peace agreement in 2020. It also
discusses the outcomes of the Global War on Terror (GWoT), as well as the Taliban’s response to the
U.S.-led ISAF and NATO forces in Afghanistan. The volume brings into focus Pakistan’s policies
vis-à-vis the Taliban following the start of GWoT and how it pushed the U.S.-Pakistan relations to its
lowest ebb; and then its role in bringing the Taliban to the negotiating table which resulted in the
U.S.-Taliban deal in Doha in February 2020. The author introduces a ‘new balance of threat’ theory
and expands on its applicability through the Taliban case study. The book will be of great interest to
scholars and researchers of U.S. foreign policy, international relations, peace and conflict studies,
strategic studies, history, diplomatic studies and South Asian politics.
  durand line: Geography of India - Specially for UPSC and Other Competitive Exams of
India Krishna Kumar V, 2021-10-17 Description of the book Geography of India is one of the major
subjects of UPSC civil services both in preliminary and main examination for General Knowledge and
optional papers. This is not only useful for humanities candidates but also a large number of science
background civil service aspirants. The book has also covered UPSC syllabus and the University
syllabus. The successful preparation for the preliminary and mains examinations requires deep study
of the relevant subjects. The questions asked in both prelims and mains are highly at application
level. The content of this book was decided after a detailed analysis of previous question papers of
UPSC prelims and mains exams. Before finalizing the book, feedback was taken by aspirants. The
entire book is divided into 19 units as per the UPSC syllabus, each unit being dealt with in a
practical manner. In addition to this each unit is supported by a large number of maps, tables,
graphs, relevant and recent statistical data and key points are provided throughout the text. Lastly,
the book provides previous years solved prelims questions on Geography of India from 1991 to 2021.
I hope it will be more useful to the reader in making the ideas clear. This book is prepared based
upon on my one and a half decade teaching experience both at university and competitive exam
centers. It is a reliable, comprehensive and up to date book on the subject. It studies the availability
and potential of various physical, economic and human resources of the country. The book has been
written in a simple manner and it includes recent information. I hope the students and teachers get
maximum benefit out of it. Contents UNIT-I-GEOLOGICAL STRUCTURE OF INDIA
UNIT-II-GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION, SIZE AND EXTENT OF INDIA UNIT-III-PHYSICAL OR RELIEF
FEATURES OF INDIA UNIT-IV-DRAINAGE OR RIVER SYSTEM OF INDIA UNIT-V-CLIMATE OF
INDIA UNIT-VI-NATURAL VEGETATION AND WILDLIFE UNIT-VII-SOILS OF INDIA
UNIT-VIII-LAND UTILIZATION IN INDIA UNIT-IX-MULTIPURPOSE RIVER VALLEY PROJECT
UNIT-X-AGRICULTURE UNIT-XI- ANIMAL RESOURCES UNIT-XII -MINERAL RESOURCES
UNIT-XIII -ELECTRICITY UNIT-XIV-INDUSTRIES UNIT-XV-TRANSPORT AND COMMUNUICATION
UNIT-XVI-RACE, TRIBES, RELIGION, LANGUAGES IN INDIA UNIT-XVII-NATURAL HAZARDS AND
DISASTERS OF INDIA UNIT-XVIII-FOREIGN TRADE UNIT-XIX-POPULATION OF INDIA PREVIOUS
YEARS SOLVED PRELIMS QUESTION PAPERS 1991-2021 TOPIC WISE
  durand line: White as the Shroud Myra MacDonald, 2021-12-01 Between South and Central
Asia, in the high mountains and cold deserts, India, Pakistan and China have fought brutal wars over
barren, uninhabited territory in a bid for control over their national peripheries, including Xinjiang
and Tibet in China, and Jammu and Kashmir on the Indian subcontinent. White as the Shroud
explores this broader story through the most surreal of such conflicts: the Siachen war, fought
between India and Pakistan for control of the eponymous glacier. The tale of Siachen highlights the
absurdity of seeking hard borders in such desolate mountains, as well as the brutality of
high-altitude warfare--more soldiers were killed by the weather and terrain than by the fighting. As
one of the few people to have visited both sides of the glacier, Indian and Pakistani, Myra
MacDonald provides a first-hand view of the battlefield and a wealth of eyewitness testimony from
combatants. She sets this account in the overarching narrative of the Kashmir conflict, India's defeat
by China in 1962, and the 1999 India-Pakistan Kargil war. White as the Shroud brings a fresh



perspective to one of the most volatile corners of the world, raising questions about borders and the
wars fought to defend them.
  durand line: Guilty Party: the International Community in Afghanistan Graciana del
Castillo, 2014-04-02 Recalling an unforgettable trip throughout Afghanistan in Nowroz 1978, only
three weeks before the bloody communist coup d'tat, the author uses places along the way to
describe how foreign conquerors, nationalist policies, a variety of ethnicities and religions, and the
Silk Route combined to mold present-day Afghanistan. Such places provided the stage for the
famous battles of ancient and modern times, as they provided the different livelihoods of the afghan
population that still lives mostly from agriculture and livestock production. Gripping accounts on the
political and security transitions since 9/11 have not been matched by similar ones on the economic
and social ones, which is the purpose of this book. Based on what she saw in a more recent visit in
2011, the author explains to a general audience how misguided economic policies, misplaced
priorities, and wasteful aid have led Afghanistan to an infamous record: the country not only
relapsed into conflict but became the most aid-dependent country in the world. Muddling through,
as in the past, is no longer an option as NATO troops withdraw and aid falls sharply. The author
makes a proposal to help the country to move away from the vicious circle of insecurity, aid, drug
and food dependency to a virtuous one of genuine investment, rural development, employment
opportunities and improved livelihoods. The cost of the Afghan war-in terms of human lives and
taxpayers' money-has been outrageous, and taxpayers should demand a debate among all
stakeholders on how to move forward.
  durand line: Afghanistan John L. Cook, 2012-09 LONG BOOK DESCRIPTION: Unparalleled
access to all levels of the Afghan government and coalition forces is the result of John Cook's tenure
in Afghanistan. Over the past four and a half years, he has developed an intimate and alarming
insight into what has become a hand-wringing quagmire of politically correct, socially and culturally
sensitive policies and programs that continue to be implemented, and that can only result in
catastrophic failure for the United States, the coalition and the average Afghan. Mr. Cook offers
unprecedented insight as he digs deep to rip away at the misguided and destructive policies,
including the infamous Rules of Engagement that doom our soldiers for the sake of political
correctness and cultural sensitivity. This raw and disturbing account covers the truths regarding the
appalling and cruel treatment of women, the squandering of foreign aid by, and corruption of, the
Karzai-centric government that includes the betrayal of its own people. He presents eye-opening
insight into the tribal structure that has traditionally guided the Afghan mindset and, despite efforts
to westernize, will not go away. He details the inexplicable and infuriating policies regarding failures
associated with poppy eradication, and it is the poppies that are the fuel for terrorist activities. He
further provides explanations for the Taliban's continuing control and the problems associated with
our well-intentioned but misguided counterinsurgency strategies against the Taliban and al Qaeda -
strategies that fail our mission and our soldiers. In this reasoned, forceful and intellectually honest
treatise, he also courageously dissects the disturbing role of Islam and forces the reader to come
face to face with the reality that Islam, not the Taliban, is the real enemy in Afghanistan. After
reading Afghanistan: The Perfect Failure, we can only conclude we must no longer turn a blind eye
to what is happening in Afghanistan. Mr. Cook's dissection is powerful and provocative. The
American public deserves more than the thin veil of reporting that has been done on the subjects in
this expose. Due to his longevity in this war torn country and high- level access, few, if any, have had
the opportunity to gain the inside and knowledge afforded John Cook; none have had the courage to
publicly reveal the shameful truth.
  durand line: Afghanistan’S Experiences Hamid Hadi M.D, 2016-03-24 Afghanistan's
Experiences is a sweeping analysis of the historic events and interplay between politics, religion,
and terrorism in Afghanistan, the southeastern region of the country, and beyond. The author has
vividly explained the origin and the rise of Taliban to powerone of the most important sources of
turmoil in contemporary time. Thus, one can perceive how the dynamics of the sinister politics,
religious extremism, and terrorism has culminated in avoidable brutal wars and human tragedies.



Hamid Hadi has vividly described and put into political debate Afghanistan's history, the
implications of the Russian invasion of Afghanistan, the Americans, the Pakistanis' and Saudis' role
in the civil war, and the creation of the Al-Qaeda that led to the 9/11 tragedy. In a unique research
and analysis, the author has examined the acts of Islamic terrorists against the American people and
institutions during the last 176 years and brilliantly deduced that Russian invasion of Afghanistan
was a watershed era in formation of the contemporary terrorism, and the failure of both
superpowers' foreign policy in Afghanistan to a great extent has resulted in growth of the terror
network. Besides detailed description of the 9/11 tragedy and Iraq war, Hamid Hadi has
painstakingly brought the world religions and Abrahamic religions in particular into debate and
discussed the reform of the Islamic faith.
  durand line: Natural Resources in Afghanistan John F. Shroder, 2014-06-04 Natural
Resources in Afghanistan: Geographic and Geologic Perspectives on Centuries of Conflict details
Afghanistan's physical geography — namely climate, soils, vegetation, water, hazards, and basic
geologic background and terrain landforms — together with details of its rich natural resources,
ethnic problems, and relevant past histories. The book couples these details with the challenges of
environmental degradation and new environmental management and protection, all of which are
considered finally in both pessimistic and optimistic modes. The reader comes away with a nuanced
understanding of the issues that are likely to have great affect for this pivotal region of the world for
decades to come. With an estimated $1-3 trillion dollars of ore in the ground, and multiple
cross-reinforcing cancellations of big Asian power machinations (China, India, Iran, Pakistan),
Afghanistan has an opportunity to gain more economic independence. At the same time, however,
historic forces of negativity also pull it back toward the chaos and uncertainty that has defined the
country and constrained its economic progress for decades. - Authored by the world's foremost
expert on the geology and geomorphology of Afghanistan and its lucrative natural resources - Aids in
the understanding of the physical environment, natural hazards, climate-change situations, and
natural resources in one of the most geographically diverse and dangerous terrains in the world -
Provides new concepts of resource-corridor development in a country with no indigenous expertise
of its resources
  durand line: Foreign Relations of the United States United States. Department of State,
1951
  durand line: Afghanistan at War Tom Lansford, 2017-02-16 Covering wars and conflicts of
Afghanistan from the modern founding of the country in the 1700s to the contemporary struggle
with the Taliban, this single-volume reference analyzes the causes and results of Afghanistan's wars
and examines leading political and military figures, weapons, and tactics. Afghanistan has been
embroiled in war and conflict throughout the latter part of the 20th century as well as the current
millennium, but due to its location at the crossroads of Central Asia, Afghanistan has also endured
repeated conquests throughout its turbulent earlier times. Examining Afghanistan's long military
history through this book will enable readers to grasp the wider sociopolitical history of the country;
appreciate the impact of these wars on Southwest Asia and superpowers such as Great Britain, the
Soviet Union, and the United States; and understand why Afghanistan remains a controversial
battleground today. The alphabetically organized entries examine the major wars and conflicts of
Afghanistan from the modern founding of the country during the Durrani Dynasty in the 1700s
through the contemporary struggle with the Taliban. The book spotlights the role of key individuals
in starting, pursuing, or ending conflicts, as well as their broader contributions to—or negative
impact on—Afghanistan and the international arena. The work also presents essays that examine key
subtopics such as weapons, tactics, ethnic groups, religion, and foreign relations. This allows the
reader—whether a student, scholar, or member of a nonacademic audience—to examine a topic in
depth and see how the event, figure, or movement fits into the broader history of Afghanistan.
  durand line: India as an Organization: Volume Two Dipak Basu, Victoria Miroshnik, 2017-10-03
This book, the second of two volumes, continues the authors’ ground-breaking re-examination of
India’s history and political economy. This volume describes the economic fortunes of India in the



second half of the 20th century. Beginning with the reconstruction of the Planning Commission and
India's hybrid model of economic planning, the authors describe the multiple shocks weathered by
the system before being replaced with a fully free market model after the collapse of the Soviet
Union. Chapters consider the stresses placed on India’s organisation by the shocks of the twentieth
century, from its experiments with a socialist economy to its embrace of the Washington consensus
in the 1980s. The impact of the invasion of China in 1962 and India’s struggle to find its feet
post-partition are also given detailed analysis. The book’s unique perspective helps to shed light, for
the first time, on how India’s organisational structure negotiated the country’s immense historical
and cultural inheritance with the stresses of a twentieth century nation state.
  durand line: The Trivia Lover's Guide to Even More of the World Gary Fuller, 2015-06-01
Gary Fuller’s entertaining and informative guide uses geographic trivia questions as a springboard
to learning about non-trivial aspects of our globe. An enlightening book for all readers, it enhances
geographic know-how with good, old-fashioned fun. Discover who named the kangaroo; where can
you find Lakers and Salties; what chili peppers, pineapple, chocolate, and vanilla have in common;
where Shangri La was; and who was the most successful pirate in the Caribbean. An inveterate
traveler and geographer extraordinaire, Fuller provides extensive background, engaging maps and
photos, and thorough explanations for each intriguing trivia question. Challenging today’s global
generation to truly get to know their world, his book is a delight to read and an essential antidote to
our lack of geographical knowledge.
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