
empty circle of fifths

empty circle of fifths is a fundamental concept in music theory that serves as a visual and practical
tool for understanding key signatures, chord relationships, and harmonic progressions. This
diagram, often depicted as a circle, arranges the 12 pitches of the chromatic scale in a sequence of
perfect fifths. The empty circle of fifths specifically refers to the blank or unmarked version of this
circle, which musicians and students can use as a reference or a learning aid. Its utility extends to
various aspects of music composition, improvisation, and education, making it an indispensable
resource for musicians at all levels. This article explores the structure, application, and significance
of the empty circle of fifths, along with tips on how to use it effectively for mastering key signatures
and chord relationships. A detailed breakdown will also include the historical background and
practical exercises for implementation.
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Understanding the Structure of the Empty Circle of
Fifths
The empty circle of fifths is a circular diagram that organizes the 12 tones of the chromatic scale in
a sequence where each note is a perfect fifth apart from the next. Typically, the circle starts with the
note C at the top and moves clockwise through G, D, A, E, B, F♯/G♭, D♭, A♭, E♭, B♭, and F. In an
empty circle of fifths, the circle is presented without any labels or key signatures, allowing users to
fill in the notes or keys themselves. This blank format encourages active learning and deeper
understanding of the relationships between musical keys.

Layout and Notes Arrangement
The circle’s layout is designed to visually represent the distance of fifths between notes. Moving
clockwise adds sharps to key signatures, while moving counterclockwise adds flats. This symmetrical
arrangement aids in memorizing key signatures and understanding modulation between keys. The
empty circle’s structure simplifies the complex relationships within the chromatic scale by breaking
it down into manageable segments.

Visualizing Key Signatures and Intervals
Using the empty circle of fifths, musicians can see how key signatures relate to one another. Each
step around the circle corresponds to the addition or subtraction of a sharp or flat to the key
signature. This visualization makes it easier to comprehend why certain keys are closely related and



how common chord progressions function within and between keys.

Applications in Music Theory and Composition
The empty circle of fifths is a versatile tool used extensively in music theory for understanding
scales, chords, and harmonic progression. It is invaluable for composers, arrangers, and performers
who seek to create coherent and musically appealing works. Its applications extend from basic music
education to advanced compositional techniques.

Key Signature Identification and Memorization
One of the primary uses of the empty circle of fifths is to assist in identifying and memorizing key
signatures. By filling in the empty circle with the appropriate sharps and flats, musicians can
internalize the pattern of key signatures for both major and minor keys. This method is especially
beneficial for beginners learning to read and write music.

Chord Progressions and Harmonic Relationships
Understanding chord relationships is simplified by the circle’s layout. Common progressions such as
II-V-I or I-IV-V can be mapped on the empty circle of fifths to demonstrate their movement and
resolution. This helps composers and performers anticipate harmonic changes and create smoother
transitions in their music.

Modulation and Transposition
The circle is also critical in studying modulation, the process of changing from one key to another
within a piece. The proximity of keys on the circle indicates ease of modulation, with adjacent keys
being closely related. Transposition, or shifting music to different keys, can be visualized and
executed more efficiently using the empty circle of fifths as a guide.

How to Use the Empty Circle of Fifths for Learning and
Practice
The empty circle of fifths offers a hands-on approach to learning music theory. By actively filling in
the notes, sharps, flats, and key signatures, students can reinforce their theoretical knowledge and
develop practical skills.

Filling in the Circle
Start by placing the note C at the top of the circle. Then, move clockwise to add perfect fifth
intervals, filling in the other notes accordingly. Next, assign the corresponding key signatures by
adding sharps clockwise and flats counterclockwise. This exercise boosts memory retention and
helps visualize the structure of Western music.

Using the Circle for Scale Construction
Musicians can use the empty circle of fifths to build major and minor scales in different keys by
identifying the relevant notes and accidentals. This practice aids in understanding scale formulas



and enhances sight-reading and improvisation skills.

Practice Exercises with the Empty Circle

Fill in all 12 notes around the circle without reference.

Write out the key signatures for each major and relative minor key.

Map common chord progressions on the circle to understand their movement.

Identify and practice modulations between adjacent keys.

Common Challenges and Tips for Mastery
While the empty circle of fifths is a powerful learning tool, some learners may encounter difficulties
in mastering its concepts. Recognizing these challenges and applying effective strategies can
improve comprehension and application.

Remembering Key Signature Patterns
Memorizing the order of sharps and flats can be challenging. Mnemonics such as “Father Charles
Goes Down And Ends Battle” for sharps and “Battle Ends And Down Goes Charles’ Father” for flats
can assist learners in recalling the sequence. Regular practice with the empty circle reinforces these
patterns.

Understanding Enharmonic Equivalents
Notes like F♯ and G♭ occupy the same pitch but differ in notation. The empty circle of fifths helps
clarify these enharmonic equivalents by placing them at the same position on the circle. Awareness
of these equivalents is essential for accurate reading and writing of music.

Applying the Circle in Real Music Contexts
To move from theory to practice, musicians should analyze actual pieces of music using the empty
circle of fifths. Identifying key changes, chord progressions, and modulations in songs solidifies
theoretical knowledge and improves musicianship.

Historical Context and Evolution of the Circle of Fifths
The circle of fifths has a rich history dating back to the works of early music theorists such as
Nikolay Diletsky and Johann David Heinichen. The empty circle of fifths, as a teaching tool, evolved
to facilitate better understanding and application of music theory concepts.

Origins and Early Use
The concept of organizing pitches in fifths originated in the Baroque period to explain tonal



relationships. Early diagrams were often incomplete or complex, but over time, the circle of fifths
became standardized and widely adopted in music education.

Modern Adaptations
Today, the empty circle of fifths is adapted for various educational levels, from beginners to
advanced musicians. It is available in print, digital formats, and interactive applications, making it a
versatile resource for contemporary music study.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'empty circle of fifths' in music theory?
The 'empty circle of fifths' refers to a visual representation of the circle of fifths where the musical
notes or key signatures are omitted or left blank, often used as a teaching tool to help students learn
and fill in the notes or keys themselves.

How does the empty circle of fifths help in learning music
theory?
It encourages active learning by allowing students to practice identifying and placing the key
signatures or notes around the circle, reinforcing their understanding of the relationships between
keys and the concept of fifths.

Can the empty circle of fifths be used for all musical keys?
Yes, the empty circle of fifths can be used for all 12 major and minor keys, as it represents the
cyclical relationship of pitches moving in intervals of a perfect fifth.

Where can I find printable templates of the empty circle of
fifths?
Printable templates of the empty circle of fifths are available on various music education websites,
teaching resources, and can also be created using music notation software or graphic design tools.

How do you fill in the empty circle of fifths correctly?
Starting from C at the top, move clockwise by ascending perfect fifths (C, G, D, A, E, B, F#, C#) and
counterclockwise by descending perfect fifths or ascending perfect fourths (C, F, Bb, Eb, Ab, Db, Gb,
Cb), filling in each position with the corresponding key or note.

What is the difference between the empty circle of fifths and
the complete circle of fifths?
The empty circle of fifths is a blank or unmarked diagram used for learning and practice, whereas



the complete circle of fifths displays all the key signatures or notes, showing their relationships
clearly.

How can the empty circle of fifths assist in composing music?
By filling in the empty circle of fifths, composers can visualize key relationships, plan modulations,
and understand harmonic progressions more intuitively, aiding in the creative process.

Additional Resources
1. The Empty Circle of Fifths: Unlocking Harmonic Mystery
This book explores the concept of the empty circle of fifths, a variation of the traditional circle that
emphasizes harmonic gaps and spaces. It delves into advanced music theory, demonstrating how
these "empty" intervals can create unique tension and resolution in compositions. Musicians and
composers will find innovative approaches to chord progressions and key modulations.

2. Beyond the Circle: Exploring the Empty Fifths in Music Theory
"Beyond the Circle" offers an in-depth study of the empty circle of fifths, highlighting its role in
modern and experimental music. The author breaks down complex harmonic structures and shows
how the absence of certain fifth intervals can influence mood and style. This book is ideal for
theorists and composers seeking fresh perspectives on harmony.

3. Harmonic Spaces: The Theory of Empty Circle of Fifths
This text presents a comprehensive analysis of harmonic spaces defined by the empty circle of fifths.
It combines traditional theory with contemporary research to explain how empty intervals affect
tonal relationships. Readers will gain insight into composing with intentional gaps and using silence
as a musical element.

4. Chord Progressions and the Empty Circle of Fifths
Focusing on practical application, this book guides musicians through crafting chord progressions
using the empty circle of fifths. It includes exercises and examples that demonstrate how to exploit
empty intervals for creative expression. The book also discusses how these progressions can be used
in various genres, from jazz to classical.

5. Reimagining Tonality: The Empty Circle of Fifths in Composition
This work challenges traditional notions of tonality by incorporating the empty circle of fifths into
compositional techniques. It explores how composers can create novel soundscapes by deliberately
omitting certain fifths. The book features case studies and analyses of contemporary pieces that
utilize this concept.

6. The Silent Fifth: Understanding the Empty Circle of Fifths
"The Silent Fifth" uncovers the significance of the missing fifths in the circle of fifths and their
impact on musical tension and release. Through historical context and theoretical discussion, the
book reveals how silence and absence play a role in harmonic development. It is an essential read
for those interested in the nuanced layers of music theory.

7. Empty Intervals: A New Approach to the Circle of Fifths
This book introduces a novel framework for viewing the circle of fifths by focusing on empty
intervals and their functional implications. It offers analytical tools to identify and use these intervals



creatively in composition and improvisation. The text is accessible to intermediate musicians looking
to deepen their harmonic understanding.

8. The Geometry of Sound: Visualizing the Empty Circle of Fifths
Combining music theory with visual art, this book presents the empty circle of fifths through
geometric models and diagrams. It helps readers visualize the relationships between pitches and
empty spaces, enhancing comprehension of abstract harmonic concepts. The interdisciplinary
approach appeals to both musicians and visual thinkers.

9. Innovations in Harmony: Embracing the Empty Circle of Fifths
This volume showcases innovative harmonic techniques that arise from embracing the empty circle
of fifths. It features contributions from contemporary composers and theorists who describe their
methods and creative processes. Readers will be inspired to incorporate empty fifths into their own
musical explorations.
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  empty circle of fifths: Intelligent Lessons of Music Knowledge (Guitar and Piano) Mary Sewall,
2014-08-07 To absorb this knowledge: The mind needs to block out the world with its constant
clamor of deafening discordant sounds. When we are ready to tune in the world, we will be prepared
with our wonderful music. Come and enjoy this experience.
  empty circle of fifths: Music Theory Essentials Jason W. Solomon, 2019-03-15 Music Theory
Essentials offers an antidote to music theory textbooks that are overly long and dense. Focusing on
the essentials, this text provides a clear-cut guide to the key concepts of music theory. Beginning
with no assumptions about music theory knowledge, the book covers the core elements of music
fundamentals, diatonic and chromatic harmony, post-tonal theory, and popular music in a single
concise volume. Emphasizing critical thinking skills, this book guides students through
conceptualizing musical concepts and mastering analytic techniques. Each chapter concludes with a
selection of applications designed to enhance engagement: Exercises allow students to apply and
practice the skills and techniques addressed in the chapter. Brain Teasers challenge students to
expand their musical understanding by thinking outside the box. Exploring Music offers strategies
for students to apply learned concepts to the music they are currently learning or listening to.
Thinking Critically encourages students to think more deeply about music by solving problems and
identifying and challenging assumptions. A companion website provides answers to book exercises,
additional downloadable exercises, and audio examples. Straightforward and streamlined, Music
Theory Essentials is a truly concise yet comprehensive introduction to music theory that is
accessible to students of all backgrounds.
  empty circle of fifths: Music Theory For Beginners R. Ryan Endris, 2015-10-20 Learning to
read and write music is very similar to learning a new language. Music theory is the study of the
fundamental elements of music and how it is written. Music Theory For Beginners was developed for
anyone interested in learning to read and write music, a task that can be quite daunting for novices.
This book, however, will allay any fears and set you on the path to learning what all those dots, lines,
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and symbols actually mean. It provides the necessary scholarly muscle to entice and inform the
reader, yet it does not require any prior knowledge of music or force the reader to wade through
hundreds of pages of jargon and details. Whether your goal is to gain a cursory understanding of
music, become fluent in reading music, or start composing your own music, this text will provide
everything you need for a solid foundation in music theory. Anyone can pick up Music Theory For
Beginners and instantly start learning about--and understanding--music theory.
  empty circle of fifths: New Directions in Music and Human-Computer Interaction Simon
Holland, Tom Mudd, Katie Wilkie-McKenna, Andrew McPherson, Marcelo M. Wanderley, 2019-02-06
Computing is transforming how we interact with music. New theories and new technologies have
emerged that present fresh challenges and novel perspectives for researchers and practitioners in
music and human-computer interaction (HCI). In this collection, the interdisciplinary field of music
interaction is considered from multiple viewpoints: designers, interaction researchers, performers,
composers, audiences, teachers and learners, dancers and gamers. The book comprises both original
research in music interaction and reflections from leading researchers and practitioners in the field.
It explores a breadth of HCI perspectives and methodologies: from universal approaches to situated
research within particular cultural and aesthetic contexts. Likewise, it is musically diverse, from
experimental to popular, classical to folk, including tango, laptop orchestras, composition and free
improvisation.
  empty circle of fifths: Chopin Studies 2 John Rink, Jim Samson, 2006-12-14 'A book that no
serious student should be without... refreshingly sane.' Jeremy Siepmann, Classical Music 'An
immensely valuable and well-researched book.' Stephen Haylett, BBC Music Magazine
'Intermittently engrossing...' Susan Bradshaw, Musical Times.
  empty circle of fifths: Expanding Tonal Awareness Heiner Ruland, 2014 Heiner Ruland charts
a practical path towards a deepened musical understanding, illuminating the panorama of
humanity's musical past. Indicating what may happen - and needs to happen - to music in the
immediate and more distant future, the implications of this book for composition, musical education
and therapy are immense. The author shows how the fundamental elements of music embody
distinctive modes of consciousness. He examines the musical systems of ancient humanity and goes
on to draw a vivid picture of our contemporary musical situation. This seminal work is more than a
theoretical treatise on the nature of music, but a book to be understood and experienced through
musical practice.
  empty circle of fifths: Data Visualization for Design Thinking Winifred E. Newman, 2017-06-26
Data Visualization for Design Thinking helps you make better maps. Treating maps as applied
research, you’ll be able to understand how to map sites, places, ideas, and projects, revealing the
complex relationships between what you represent, your thinking, the technology you use, the
culture you belong to, and your aesthetic practices. More than 100 examples illustrated with over
200 color images show you how to visualize data through mapping. Includes five in-depth cases
studies and numerous examples throughout.
  empty circle of fifths: Claire's Music Workbook - Intermediate Edition Eros & Claire Mungal,
2017-11-18 This intermediate edition features the republication of the music of two National Songs
of Trinidad and Tobago since independence August 31st, 1962: Marjorie Padmore's God Bless Our
Nation and Kathleen Piper's Our Nation's Dawning, the former also presented in an easy-to-play
arrangement.Theory of Music up to and including Grade 5 as well as certain requirements of the
CSEC® music syllabus. This updated edition now has many additional songs including Brahm's
Lullaby for young people, Pony Trot for the recorder and Caribbean songs including Brown girl in
the Ring and Yellowbird. More advanced pieces included in this edition are excerpts of the popular
Beethoven's Für Elise and Moonlight Sonata with Schubert's Serenade in specially simplified
arrangements in easy-to-play keys.This edition includes a Steelpan supplement with a specially
written foreword by Liam Teague, Associate Professor of Music at Northern Illinois University.
  empty circle of fifths: Graphics Interface 2006 Stephen Mann, Carl Gutwin, 2006-06-30
Graphics Interface 2006 took place in Quebec City, June 7th to 9th, 2006. GI2006 will be the 32nd



Graphics Interface conference; it is the oldest continuously-scheduled conference in the field. GI
consistently attracts high-quality papers on recent advances in interactive systems, human computer
interaction, and graphics, from around the world. Topics covered include, but are not limited to: -
Shading and rendering - Geometric modeling and meshing - Graphics in simulation - Image-based
rendering - Image synthesis and realism - Medical and scientific visualization - Computer animation -
Real-time rendering - Non-photorealistic rendering - Interaction techniques - Computer-supported
cooperative network - Human interface devices - Virtual reality - Data and information visualization -
Multimedia - Mobile computing - Haptic and tangible interfaces
  empty circle of fifths: A Concise Guide to Musical Terms Jon Robert Brown, Graham Wade,
Beth Wade, 2023-09-07 Of size and style to slip easily into a pocket or instrument case, this guide
contains most words and terms that will be encountered by the classical, jazz or pop musician in the
classroom, rehearsal room or recording studio. Essential expressions, instructions and technical
messages from a variety of languages are defined within these pages, in a reference book which
combines clarity and precision with scholarly insight. With its convenient pocket format, this book
will fulfill a vital role for the widest possible range of readers.
  empty circle of fifths: Tell Me Why Tim Riley, 2002-05-30 Riley compiles this fully updated
and revised edition of the classic album-by-album, song-by-song study of the Beatles with new
material from McCartney's biography and the Anthology CDs.
  empty circle of fifths: Repeating Ourselves Robert Fink, Robert Wallace Fink, 2005 Annotation
Fink looks at minimalist music as part of a much larger trend in American culture which
encompasses modern art, television, commercial advertising, pedagogy, club culture, religion, and
much more.
  empty circle of fifths: ICGG 2018 - Proceedings of the 18th International Conference on
Geometry and Graphics Luigi Cocchiarella, 2018-07-06 This book gathers peer-reviewed papers
presented at the 18th International Conference on Geometry and Graphics (ICGG), held in Milan,
Italy, on August 3-7, 2018. The spectrum of papers ranges from theoretical research to applications,
including education, in several fields of science, technology and the arts. The ICGG 2018 mainly
focused on the following topics and subtopics: Theoretical Graphics and Geometry (Geometry of
Curves and Surfaces, Kinematic and Descriptive Geometry, Computer Aided Geometric Design),
Applied Geometry and Graphics (Modeling of Objects, Phenomena and Processes, Applications of
Geometry in Engineering, Art and Architecture, Computer Animation and Games, Graphic
Simulation in Urban and Territorial Studies), Engineering Computer Graphics (Computer Aided
Design and Drafting, Computational Geometry, Geometric and Solid Modeling, Image Synthesis,
Pattern Recognition, Digital Image Processing) and Graphics Education (Education Technology
Research, Multimedia Educational Software Development, E-learning, Virtual Reality, Educational
Systems, Educational Software Development Tools, MOOCs). Given its breadth of coverage, the book
introduces engineers, architects and designers interested in computer applications, graphics and
geometry to the latest advances in the field, with a particular focus on science, the arts and
mathematics education.
  empty circle of fifths: The letters of a Leipzig cantor, the letters of Moritz Hauptmann
to Franz Hauser, Ludwig Spohr, and other musicians, ed. by A. Schöne and F. Hiller, tr. and
arranged [from Briefe an Franz Hauser and Briefe an Ludwig Spohr und andere] by A.D.
Coleridge Moritz Hauptmann, 1892
  empty circle of fifths: Webster's New International Dictionary of the English Language, Based
on the International Dictionary 1890 and 1900 William Torrey Harris, Frederic Sturges Allen, 1911
  empty circle of fifths: Darwin's Roadmap to the Curriculum Glenn Geher, David Sloan Wilson,
Hadassah Head, Andrew Gallup, 2019-05-01 There is a paradox when it comes to Darwinian ideas
within the academy. On one hand, Darwin's theories have famously changed the foundational ideas
related to the origins of life, shaping entire disciplines in the biological sciences. On the other hand,
people in educated societies across the globe today are famously misinformed and uneducated about
Darwinian principles and ideas. Applications of evolutionary theory outside the traditional areas of



biology have been slow to progress, and scholars doing such work regularly run into all kinds of
political backlash. However, a slow but steady push to advance the teaching of evolution across
academic disciplines has been under way for more than a decade. This book serves to integrate the
vast literature in the interdisciplinary field of Evolutionary Studies (EvoS), providing clear examples
of how evolutionary concepts relate to all facets of life. Further, this book provides chapters
dedicated to the processes associated with an EvoS education, including examples of how an
interdisciplinary approach to evolutionary theory has been implemented successfully at various
colleges, universities, and degree programs. This book also offers chapters outlining a variety of
applications to an evolution education, including improved sustainable development, medical
practices, and creative and critical thinking skills. Exploring controversies surrounding evolution
education, this volume provides a roadmap to asking and answering Darwinian questions across all
areas of intellectual inquiry.
  empty circle of fifths: The Bloomsbury Handbook of Rock Music Research Allan Moore,
Paul Carr, 2020-07-09 The Bloomsbury Handbook of Rock Music Research is the first comprehensive
academic survey of the field of rock music as it stands today. More than 50 years into its life and we
still ask - what is rock music, why is it studied, and how does it work, both as music and as cultural
activity? This volume draws together 37 of the leading academics working on rock to provide
answers to these questions and many more. The text is divided into four major sections: practice of
rock (analysis, performance, and recording); theories; business of rock; and social and culture
issues. Each chapter combines two approaches, providing a summary of current knowledge of the
area concerned as well as the consequences of that research and suggesting profitable subsequent
directions to take. This text investigates and presents the field at a level of depth worthy of
something which has had such a pervasive influence on the lives of millions.
  empty circle of fifths: Schumann's Late Style Laura Tunbridge, 2007-10-18 A study of
Schumann's little-known music from the 1850s and its relationship to his biography.
  empty circle of fifths: Constructing Music Teresa M. Nakra, 2024-01-23 Why does music
exert such a strong pull on us? How does it work? Traditional courses in music fundamentals give
students a basic understanding of the building blocks of music and how to put them together to
make a result that produces an intended effect. Constructing Music: Musical Explorations in
Creative Coding takes students a step further: through a series of step-by-step tutorials and lessons,
author Teresa M. Nakra presents a new method for teaching music fundamentals that foregrounds
creative coding practices and builds upon the computing skills that today's students already possess.
By encouraging experimentation with computer code, this book gives students tools to actively
investigate, simulate, and engage with the structure of music, ultimately leading to greater
understanding about the processes that underlie music's power over us. Designed to support
computer-based learning in tonal harmony, musicianship, and music theory, Constructing Music
avoids the lens of Western music notation and instead explains music content through analogies with
toy bricks and references ideas from creative technology, engineering, and design. Students also
engage directly with the components of musical structure using editable short code patches
developed in Max, a visual coding environment for interactive music, audio, and media. Dozens of
patches accompany the book and allow readers to play with the building blocks of sound, reinforcing
each topic by tinkering, modifying, and creating their own versions of the material. Each chapter
explains core music theory concepts in detail and supports every description through code
simulations, progressing through the topics with increasing complexity. In the final chapter, Nakra
explores the questions and theories that emerge from the lessons, considering the role of music as a
proto-form of AI and its impacts on emotion, wellness, and creativity.
  empty circle of fifths: Hungry Generations Daniel C. Melnick, 2004 The novel is] quite
wonderful and, in ways beyond the currently modish usage, magical...bringing into life, with passion
and wryness...that incredible Beverly Hills world of European expatriates]. --Thomas Flanagan, The
Year of the French and other works. Like a memorable piece of music....The dilemmas and desires of
the characters will haunt you. --Sheila Schwartz, Pushcart/O'Henry award-winning fiction-writer.



Hungry Generations imagines the amazing world of migr artists who fled from Nazi Europe and
settled in Los Angeles. In 1972, the legendary classical pianist Alexander Petrov befriends a young
composer Jack Weinstein, who works in the Hollywood studios. Their delving, passionate discussions
of music deepen their friendship. Yet Jack finds himself disrupting the balances in Petrov's turbulent
family. Each generation here struggles with its hunger for meaning and love in a disastrous time.
During their talks, Petrov tells fascinating stories about his migr friends from the 1940s, including
Schoenberg and Stravinsky; Jack's love of their music--and Beethoven's--infuses a piano sonata he
composes during the year. Soon these composers enter his Chagall-like dreams, criticizing and
blessing his music. The imaginary conversations among historical artists throughout Hungry
Generations connect it to a rich tradition, including novels by Roland, Hesse, Lawrence, and Mann.
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