
edith stein on the feminine

edith stein on the feminine represents a profound exploration of womanhood through the philosophical

and theological insights of Edith Stein, a prominent 20th-century thinker and Carmelite nun. Stein’s

reflections on femininity encompass both ontological and existential dimensions, deeply rooted in

phenomenology and Christian anthropology. Her work offers a nuanced understanding of the feminine

as a distinct mode of being that complements the masculine, emphasizing relationality, empathy, and

vocation. This article examines Edith Stein on the feminine by unpacking her key philosophical

concepts, her views on the role of women in society and spirituality, and the implications of her thought

for contemporary discussions on gender and identity. Through this analysis, readers will gain a

comprehensive perspective on how Edith Stein's insights continue to influence modern debates about

the feminine. The article is structured to guide readers through an introduction to Stein’s background,

her philosophical approach, key themes in her writings on femininity, and the legacy of her thought.

Edith Stein’s Philosophical Background

Core Themes in Edith Stein on the Feminine

The Role of Womanhood in Society and Spirituality

Edith Stein’s Influence on Contemporary Gender Discourse

Edith Stein’s Philosophical Background

Edith Stein was a German-Jewish philosopher who later converted to Catholicism and became a

Carmelite nun. Her intellectual formation was heavily influenced by phenomenology, particularly the

works of Edmund Husserl, under whom she studied. Stein’s philosophical method involved a rigorous



examination of consciousness and the essence of human beings, which she applied extensively to

understand the nature of the feminine. Her background in both philosophy and theology allowed her to

develop a unique synthesis of existential and spiritual perspectives. This foundation is critical to

understanding her reflections on femininity, which transcend mere sociological or biological

interpretations.

Phenomenology and the Essence of Femininity

Stein utilized phenomenology to investigate the lived experience and essential characteristics of

women. By focusing on the “essence” of the feminine, she sought to uncover what fundamentally

distinguishes women in their being and existence. Phenomenology’s emphasis on subjective

experience helped Stein articulate the depth of feminine consciousness, emphasizing empathy,

relationality, and receptivity as core traits. These qualities, for Stein, were not merely cultural

constructs but intrinsic to the feminine essence.

Conversion and Theological Integration

After her conversion to Catholicism, Edith Stein integrated her philosophical insights with theological

doctrines, particularly those concerning the human person and divine creation. This integration

enriched her understanding of femininity by situating it within a larger metaphysical and spiritual

framework. She viewed the feminine as a manifestation of God’s creative and nurturing presence in

the world, which shaped her reflections on womanhood’s vocation and identity.

Core Themes in Edith Stein on the Feminine

Edith Stein’s writings on the feminine explore several interrelated themes that illuminate her

comprehensive view of womanhood. These themes include the nature of feminine identity, the

relationship between the feminine and the masculine, and the unique capacities attributed to women.

Each theme contributes to a holistic understanding of femininity as both a personal and social reality.



Feminine Identity and Personhood

Stein emphasized that feminine identity is rooted in personhood rather than biological determinism

alone. She argued that women embody a distinctive mode of being that reflects their openness and

capacity for self-gift. This identity is characterized by a unique unity of body and soul, which enables

women to engage the world with sensitivity and depth. For Stein, the feminine identity is not inferior or

subordinate but complementary to the masculine, enriching human existence through its

distinctiveness.

Complementarity of Masculine and Feminine

A central aspect of Edith Stein on the feminine is the concept of complementarity between men and

women. She proposed that masculine and feminine exist as two reciprocal dimensions of humanity,

each fulfilling and balancing the other. This complementarity does not imply rigid roles but a dynamic

interplay that fosters relationality, mutual support, and personal growth. Stein’s vision challenges

reductionist views of gender by affirming the value and dignity of both sexes in their difference.

Empathy and Relationality as Feminine Virtues

Stein highlighted empathy as a defining characteristic of the feminine. She believed that women

possess a heightened capacity to understand and share the feelings of others, which enables profound

relational connections. This empathy is linked to the feminine openness to others, making women

natural mediators and nurturers in various social and familial contexts. Such relationality is essential to

Stein’s conception of the feminine as a vocation and mission in the world.

The Role of Womanhood in Society and Spirituality

Edith Stein on the feminine extends beyond abstract philosophy to address the concrete roles women

play in society and spirituality. She reflected on the significance of motherhood, education, and

religious vocation as vital expressions of feminine identity and purpose.



Motherhood and Creative Participation

Motherhood occupies a special place in Stein’s thought as a primary expression of the feminine

vocation. She viewed motherhood not only as biological reproduction but as a creative participation in

the continuation and nurturing of life. This role embodies both physical and spiritual dimensions,

reflecting the feminine capacity to give and sustain life in multiple senses.

Education and Formation of Character

Stein also underscored the importance of women in education and character formation. She believed

that women’s empathetic and relational nature equips them to contribute significantly to the moral and

intellectual development of future generations. In this capacity, women act as formative agents who

shape culture and society through their influence on family and community life.

Spiritual Vocation and Feminine Sanctity

Edith Stein’s own life as a Carmelite nun reflects her belief in the spiritual vocation of women. She

argued that the feminine is uniquely gifted for spiritual contemplation, self-sacrifice, and sanctity. This

spiritual dimension enriches the feminine identity by connecting it to a transcendent purpose and divine

mission. Stein’s sanctity and martyrdom further exemplify the profound spiritual significance of the

feminine.

Edith Stein’s Influence on Contemporary Gender Discourse

The legacy of Edith Stein on the feminine continues to resonate in modern philosophical, theological,

and gender studies. Her insights offer a counterpoint to both radical feminism and traditionalist

perspectives, providing a balanced and profound understanding of womanhood.



Relevance to Modern Feminist Thought

Stein’s emphasis on the essential dignity and unique capacities of women challenges reductive gender

stereotypes while affirming the value of feminine identity. Her work encourages a feminism that

respects difference without falling into gender essentialism or social constructionism. This nuanced

approach contributes to ongoing debates about gender equality, identity, and roles.

Contributions to Christian Anthropology

Within Christian anthropology, Edith Stein’s reflections have enriched the understanding of the human

person by integrating femininity into the broader theological vision. Her thought supports a holistic view

of human nature that embraces both sexes as complementary expressions of divine image and

vocation.

Educational and Pastoral Applications

Stein’s writings have practical implications for education and pastoral ministry, where her insights into

feminine relationality and vocation inform approaches to teaching, counseling, and spiritual formation.

Her legacy inspires efforts to foster environments where feminine gifts are recognized and cultivated.

Phenomenological method applied to femininity

Complementarity as a dynamic relationship

Empathy as a core feminine virtue

Motherhood as creative participation

Spiritual vocation and feminine sanctity



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Edith Stein and why is she significant in discussions about

the feminine?

Edith Stein was a German Jewish philosopher who converted to Catholicism and became a Discalced

Carmelite nun. Her writings on the feminine explore the spiritual and existential dimensions of

womanhood, emphasizing the unique vocation and dignity of women.

What are the central themes in Edith Stein's views on the feminine?

Edith Stein's views on the feminine highlight themes such as empathy, relationality, vocation, and the

complementarity of genders. She discusses how womanhood encompasses both personal identity and

a calling to nurture and support others.

How does Edith Stein differentiate the feminine from the masculine in

her philosophy?

Stein sees the feminine and masculine as distinct but complementary. While masculinity often

emphasizes agency and outward action, femininity is associated with receptivity, nurturing, and

relationality, reflecting a holistic understanding of human nature.

In what ways has Edith Stein's work influenced contemporary feminist

thought?

Edith Stein's work has influenced contemporary feminist thought by providing a philosophical and

theological foundation that values women's unique contributions and challenges reductive or purely

sociological views of gender. Her emphasis on vocation and dignity continues to inspire discussions on

authentic femininity.



Where can one find Edith Stein's writings on the feminine?

Edith Stein's writings on the feminine are primarily found in her essay "On the Problem of Empathy"

and her posthumously published work "The Science of the Cross." Additionally, her collected works

and biographies explore her reflections on womanhood and spirituality.

Additional Resources

1. Edith Stein and the Feminine Mystery

This book explores Edith Stein’s profound insights into the nature of femininity through the lens of her

philosophical and theological works. It delves into her understanding of womanhood as a unique and

essential aspect of human existence. The author highlights how Stein integrates phenomenology with

her spiritual reflections to articulate the feminine mystery.

2. The Feminine in Edith Stein’s Philosophy

A comprehensive study of Stein’s philosophical contributions focusing on gender and identity. The text

examines how Edith Stein’s phenomenological background informs her views on the feminine vocation

and the role of women in society. It offers a detailed analysis of her works, emphasizing the dignity

and strength inherent in the feminine.

3. Edith Stein: Woman, Philosopher, Saint

This biography contextualizes Edith Stein’s thoughts on femininity within her life story, from her early

years to her conversion and eventual canonization. The book emphasizes her journey as a woman

navigating intellectual and spiritual realms, offering reflections on the feminine dimension of her faith

and philosophy.

4. The Essence of Woman: Edith Stein’s Vision

Focusing specifically on Stein’s writings about womanhood, this book unpacks her ideas about the

essence and vocation of women. It discusses how her philosophical explorations intersect with her

Catholic faith to present a rich, nuanced view of the feminine person. The work also addresses

contemporary implications of her vision for women today.



5. Edith Stein and the Feminine Identity

This text investigates the formation of feminine identity in Edith Stein’s thought, highlighting her

phenomenological approach to selfhood and relationality. It explores themes such as empathy,

solidarity among women, and the integration of intellectual and emotional dimensions. The author

argues that Stein offers a transformative model of feminine identity rooted in both reason and love.

6. Women and Spirituality in Edith Stein’s Writings

A theological examination of how Edith Stein views the spiritual vocation of women, particularly in

relation to their unique feminine qualities. The book explores Stein’s ideas on the contemplative life,

motherhood, and service, framing them within her broader philosophy of the person. It presents her

spirituality as deeply connected to her understanding of the feminine.

7. Edith Stein’s Contribution to Feminist Philosophy

This work situates Edith Stein within the broader context of feminist philosophical thought, assessing

her influence and relevance. It discusses how Stein’s reflections on the feminine complement and

challenge contemporary feminist theories. The book also explores her critique of modernity from a

feminine perspective.

8. The Feminine and the Human Person in Edith Stein’s Thought

An exploration of how Edith Stein integrates the feminine into her concept of the human person,

highlighting the relational and communal aspects of identity. The book analyzes key texts where Stein

articulates the special role of women in human community and culture. It offers insights into her vision

of gender as both distinct and complementary.

9. Edith Stein on Womanhood and Vocation

This book focuses on Edith Stein’s reflections on the vocation of women, both in the secular and

religious spheres. It discusses her views on education, work, family, and spiritual calling, presenting a

holistic understanding of womanhood. The author emphasizes Stein’s belief in the unique contributions

women make to society and the Church.
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  edith stein on the feminine: Unlocking the Feminine Genius with Edith Stein Alexandra
Cathey, MTh, 2017-06-22 Women have a great mission in the world. They are called to maternally
embrace and heal humanity through spiritual motherhood. This book looks at why and how women
need to prepare their hearts for this great mission through emotional formation. John Paul II's Letter
to Women and Edith Stein's Essays on Women teach us about the need for the feminine genius to
transform family and society into a civilization of love and a culture of life. Immerse yourself in the
wisdom of these two great Saints and learn how to unlock the beauty and power of your feminine
genius. For more info go to alexandrarcathey.com
  edith stein on the feminine: Unlocking the Feminine Genius with Edith Stein Alexandra
Richards Cathey, 2016
  edith stein on the feminine: Edith Stein's Life in a Jewish Family, 1891–1916 Joyce Avrech
Berkman, 2023-04-04 Edith Stein’s Life in a Jewish Family, 1891–1916 is a treasure trove for the
study of Stein’s youth and early adulthood, her approach to writing autobiographically, and her
intricate relationship with historical influences of her time and place. Through intellectual mining
Stein’s narrative and conducting a comprehensive historical analysis of Stein’s achievement as a
distinct type of autobiography, Joyce Avrech Berkman argues that a key axis of Stein’s
consciousness, values, philosophical ideas, and life choices is a deep, tense, unresolved,
philosophical, and spiritual struggle to both uphold traditional societal and cultural values and
practices and also critiquing them to pioneer new patterns of thought. Berkman further probes the
sharply controversial nature of Stein’s autobiography for her family members and Stein scholars in
the decades after her death. Edith Stein’s Life in a Jewish Family, 1891–1916: A Companion serves
as an important guide to scholars in autobiographical studies, history, philosophy, and theology, as
well as to a broader readership interested in Stein’s life for religious and cultural reasons.
  edith stein on the feminine: Edith Stein’s An Investigation Concerning the State:
Sociality, Nationhood, Ethics Eva Reyes-Gacitúa, Antonio Calcagno, 2020-02-24 This book
explores Edith Stein's phenomenology of the state. It features chapters on the application of Stein’s
political philosophy to real issues and questions affecting nations today. The contributors also
situate Stein’s political theory within her larger philosophical corpus. The collection examines An
Investigation Concerning the State from various angles. Scholars first consider some of the direct
claims Stein makes about social and political ontology. They mine her work for its implications for
and applications to contemporary debates. Then, the contributors position her work in relation to
other figures in phenomenology, including Edmund Husserl and Max Scheler. Finally, Stein’s views
are brought to bear on other disciplines, including feminism, theology, and literature. The
contributors also use her theory of the state to address various contemporary issues, including
bioethics and rights, globalization, as well as social and political inequality. The view of the state
that emerges has implications for how we do politics and make ethical decisions. Moreover, Stein's
work has an impact on our views of sociality (as opposed to the sociality of contractarian views of
the state), pedagogy, women, theories of justice and law, as well as social psychology and religion.
This volume helps readers better understand this vital voice in political philosophy and appeals to
students, professors, and researchers working in the field.
  edith stein on the feminine: Edith Stein Essays on Woman Edith Stein, 2012-10-30 To help
celebrate the fourth centenary of the birth of St. John of the Cross in 1542, Edith Stein received the
task of preparing a study of his writings. She uses her skill as a philosopher to enter into an
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illuminating reflection on the difference between the two symbols of cross and night. Pointing out
how entering the night is synonymous with carrying the cross, she provides a condensed
presentation of John's thought on the active and passive nights, as discussed in The Ascent of Mount
Carmel and The Dark Night. All of this leads Edith to speak of the glory of resurrection that the soul
shares, through a unitive contemplation described chiefly in The Living Flame of Love. In the
summer of 1942, the Nazis without warrant took Edith away. The nuns found the manuscript of this
profound study lying open in her room. Because of the Nazis' merciless persecution of Jews in
Germany, Edith Stein traveled discreetly across the border into Holland to find safe harbor in the
Carmel of Echt. But the Nazi invasion of Holland in 1940 again put Edith in danger. The cross
weighed down heavily as those of Jewish birth were harassed. Sr. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross's
superiors then assigned her a task they thought would take her mind off the threatening situation.
The fourth centenary of the birth, of St. John of the Cross (1542) was approaching, and Edith could
surely contribute a valuable study for the celebration. It is no surprise that in view of her
circumstances she discovered in the subject of the cross a central viewpoint for her study. A subject
like this enabled her to grasp John's unity of being as expressed in his life and works. Using her
training in phenomenology, she helps the reader apprehend the difference in the symbolic character
of cross and night and why the night-symbol prevails in John. She clarifies that detachment is
designated by him as a night through which the soul must pass to reach union with God and points
out how entering the night is equivalent to carrying the cross. Finally, in a fascinating way Edith
speaks of how the heart or fountainhead of personal life, an inmost region, is present in both God
and the soul and that in the spiritual marriage this inmost region is surrendered by each to the
other. She observes that in the soul seized by God in contemplation all that is mortal is consumed in
the fire of eternal love. The spirit as spirit is destined for immortal being, to move through fire along
a path from the cross of Christ to the glory of his resurrection. Book includes two photos and fully
linked index.
  edith stein on the feminine: The Concept of Woman Prudence Allen, 2024-06-20 A
comprehensive account of the concept of woman in Western thought, from ancient Greece, through
the Middle Ages, to today In her sweeping, three-volume study, Sister Prudence Allen examined how
women and men have been defined in relation to one another scientifically, philosophically, and
theologically. Now synthesized for students, The Concept of Woman is the ideal textbook for classes
on gender in Catholic thought. Allen surveys Greek philosophers, medieval saints, and modern
thinkers to trace the development of integral gender complementarity. This doctrine—a living idea
according to the criteria of John Henry Newman—affirms the equal dignity of men and women and
the synergetic relationship between them. Allen pays special attention to John Paul II’s contributions
to this holistic idea of gender. Readers will gain valuable context for current debates over
womanhood and come to a greater appreciation of human personhood.
  edith stein on the feminine: Ideal of Feminine Education in the Life and Works of Edith
Stein Mary Lawrence Levering, 1977
  edith stein on the feminine: Redeeming Masculinity Peter D. Holmes, 2024-07-16 John Paul II
spoke of a feminine genius, using the phrase to describe the unique and positive contribution of
women to relationships, the church, and society. What of men? There is considerable debate
regarding the nature, roles, and responsibilities of men. What does the church have to say to a boy
or young man searching for guidance in developing a genuinely Christian manhood? Or to parents,
schools, and communities seeking to cultivate this in their young men? Or to the faithful seeking to
understand the church’s teachings and to apply these in public and private life? This book seeks to
answer the question: Is there a masculine genius? Is there a unique and positive contribution men
bring to relationships, the church, and society?
  edith stein on the feminine: The Concept of Woman, Volume 3 Prudence Allen, 2017-01-05
The culmination of a lifetime's scholarly work, this pioneering study by Sister Prudence Allen traces
the concept of woman in relation to man in Western thought from ancient times to the present. In
her third and final volume Allen covers the years 1500–2015, continuing her chronological approach



to individual authors and also offering systematic arguments to defend certain philosophical
positions over against others. Building on her work from Volumes I and II, Allen draws on four
communities of discourse—Academic, Humanist, Religious, and Satirical—as she traces several
recurring strands of sex and gender identity from the Renaissance to the present. Now complete,
Allen's magisterial study is a valuable resource for scholars and students in the fields of women's
studies, philosophy, history, theology, literary studies, and political science.
  edith stein on the feminine: The Concept of Woman, v3 Allen, 1997 The culmination of a
lifetime's scholarly work, this pioneering study by Sister Prudence Allen traces the concept of
woman in relation to man in Western thought from ancient times to the present. Volume I uncovers
four general categories of questions asked by philosophers for two thousand years. These are the
categories of opposites, of generation, of wisdom, and of virtue. Sister Prudence Allen traces several
recurring strands of sexual and gender identity within this period. Ultimately, she shows the
paradoxical influence of Aristotle on the question of woman and on a philosophical understanding of
sexual coomplemenarity. Supplemented throughout with helpful charts, diagrams, and illustrations,
this volume will be an important resource for scholars and students in the fields of women's studies,
philosophy, history, theology, literary studies, and political science. In Volume 2, Sister Prudence
Allen explores claims about sex and gender identity in the works of over fifty philosophers (both men
and women) in the late medieval and early Renaissance periods. Touching on the thought of every
philosopher who considered sex or gender identity between A.D. 1250 and 1500, The Concept of
Woman provides the analytical categories necessary for situating contemporary discussion of women
in relation to men. Adding to the accessibility of this fine discussion are informative illustrations,
helpful summary charts, and extracts of original source material (some not previously available in
English). In her third and final volume Allen covers the years 1500--2015, continuing her
chronological approach to individual authors and also offering systematic arguments to defend
certain philosophical positions over against others.
  edith stein on the feminine: Theology of His Body / Theology of Her Body Jason Evert,
2014-06-26 Theology of His Body and Theology of Her Body will feed your teens with liberating
answers to their most pressing questions about love and sexuality. These books offer solid, relevant
teachings in a language teens understand. But more than just presenting the truth itself, they deliver
the tools teens need to achieve the greatness for which they were created. This book comes at a
critical time, because tragically, many teens have forgotten their calling, or worse, have never heard
it. As a result, they don’t know who they are or who and what they are meant to be for one another.
This means they often resort to ‘using’ instead of authentically loving others and themselves.
Theology of His Body and Theology of Her Body are two books in one. Teens are encouraged to not
only learn the truth about their own body, but also to discover the beauty of the opposite sex, for it is
in seeing the complementarity of the two sexes that one discovers the real meaning of his or her own
body. This is the perfect companion to the Theology of the Body for Teens program, and is also ideal
for teens new to the Theology of the Body. One thing is certain: anyone who reads this book will
never look at his/her body, or anybody, in the same way again. In these books teens will discover: ●
How to live a life that will make them happy and fulfilled. ● That their sexual desires are good and
holy and actually designed by God. ● The amazing meaning of their body and that it is very good. ●
Their true calling and purpose in life. ● How to be the man or woman of greatness they are destined
to be. ● The meaning and power behind the words Beauty, Femininity, Strength and Mission. ●
What it means to be created male and female in God’s image of love. ● The ways we have messed up
God’s original plan for us and how to fully restore it. Note: this is a unique flip book where you have
TOB for His Body on the cover, then you flip it over and it is TOB for Her Body, so 2 in 1.
  edith stein on the feminine: Spirituality of the Gospels Patrick J. Hartin, 2025-01-15 Within
each of the four gospels there is a foundational spirit, a rich spirituality based on each gospel’s
unique understanding of Jesus and what it means to be his disciple. In this study, Fr. Patrick Hartin
looks at each gospel and asks such questions as Who is Jesus? and What transformation does this
encounter with Jesus invite? Hartin thoroughly unpacks these questions, and then follows with



examples of people who embody the transformative power of these spiritualities, from Saint Francis
and Dorothy Day to Saint Augustine and Archbishop Romero. Hartin's twofold approach gives us a
deeper appreciation for the spiritual dimension of the gospels and helps us to be transformed in
Christ by their message and vision. Commentary, study and reflection questions, prayers, and access
to online lectures are included. 6 lessons.
  edith stein on the feminine: Phenomenological Approaches to Moral Philosophy J.J.
Drummond, Lester Embree, 2013-03-14 Against the background of the recent revival of ethics, this
handbook aims to show the great fertility of the phenomenological tradition for the study of ethics
and moral philosophy by collecting a set of papers on the contributions to ethical thought by major
phenomenological thinkers. Twenty-one chapters in the book are articles by experts who explore the
thought of the major ethical thinkers in the first two generations of the phenomenological tradition
and direct the reader toward the most relevant primary and secondary materials. The final three
chapters of the book sketch more recent developments in various parts of the world, and the first
three chapters investigate the relations between phenomenology and the dominant normative
approaches in contemporary moral philosophy.
  edith stein on the feminine: The Complementarity of Women and Men Paul C. Vitz,
2021-04-30 Contributors explore the complementarity of women and men--that women and men are
equal and different--as underpinned by Catholic theology and expressed in philosophy, theology,
psychology, and art--
  edith stein on the feminine: Personalism and Mathematics as Women's Personifestoes Dr.
Patrick ODougherty, 2018-03-05 Personalism is the philosophy of the integrity of the person in all
dimension. Dignity is part of the identity of the person. Skin color relates to integrity. Economic
stability relates to a stable relationship. The integrity of the person also has a descriptive
mathematical matrix dimension. The 4 principles of algebra the commutative, The associative and
distributive and the inverse laws of mathematics chart the person in mapping and relationship. The
pershoohood of Personalism counters the personhood of the corpiration, The body and person have a
mystical solidarity dimension that is also incomensurable. Enter the web and bridge of the person
with your narrative.
  edith stein on the feminine: The Collected Works of Edith Stein, Sister Teresa Benedicta of
the Cross, Discalced Carmelite Edith Stein, 1986
  edith stein on the feminine: The Routledge Handbook of Phenomenology and
Phenomenological Philosophy Daniele De Santis, Burt C. Hopkins, Claudio Majolino, 2020-08-24
Phenomenology was one of the twentieth century’s major philosophical movements, and it continues
to be a vibrant and widely studied subject today with relevance beyond philosophy in areas such as
medicine and cognitive sciences. The Routledge Handbook of Phenomenology and Phenomenological
Philosophy is an outstanding guide to this important and fascinating topic. Its focus on
phenomenology’s historical and systematic dimensions makes it a unique and valuable reference
source. Moreover, its innovative approach includes entries that don’t simply reflect the
state-of-the-art but in many cases advance it. Comprising seventy-five chapters by a team of
international contributors, the Handbook offers unparalleled coverage and discussion of the subject,
and is divided into five clear parts: • Phenomenology and the history of philosophy • Issues and
concepts in phenomenology • Major figures in phenomenology • Intersections • Phenomenology in
the world. Essential reading for students and researchers in philosophy studying phenomenology,
The Routledge Handbook of Phenomenology and Phenomenological Philosophy is also suitable for
those in related disciplines such as psychology, religion, literature, sociology and anthropology.
  edith stein on the feminine: Communion with Christ Sister M. Regina Van den Berg,
2015-02-24 Pope Saint John Paul II declared that the great challenge for Christians today is to
become the home and school of communion. St. Teresa Benedicta (Edith Stein) in her life and her
writings, is a sure guide to attaining the communion for which every human heart longs. This work
considers St. Teresa's life and writings in the context of the spirituality of communion. As a
philosopher she was directed towards attaining communion with the Truth, and she discovered that



Truth was a Person, Jesus Christ. As a Carmelite nun she gave up everything for communion with
him. Dr. Alice von Hildebrand, in the foreword, says Edith Stein's message is above her time and
that the author, Sister M. Regina van den Berg, is well qualified to write such a book. Sister Regina
explores in detail Edith Stein's theory of empathy as developed in her doctoral dissertation, as well
as her theory of community. Sister Regina has also used a number of Edith Stein's writings which,
until this work, have not yet been available in English translation. Each chapter explores an aspect
of 'communion,' richly revealing how Edith Stein, a Jew who became a philosopher. . . a convert to
Catholicism who became a Carmelite nun and crowned her life with martyrdom. Stein's work
provides insights that can help us grow in the spirituality of communion, first by presenting to us the
truth about the human person's nature and vocation and then by showing us how we can arrive at a
spirituality of communion in the various aspects of life.
  edith stein on the feminine: The Far Reaches Michael D Gubser, 2023-05-25 By restoring
morality to phenomenology, and phenomenology to East European politics, Gubser has rewritten the
intellectual history of the twentieth century. —Samuel Moyn, author of Liberalism Against Itself
When future historians chronicle the twentieth century, they will see phenomenology as one of the
preeminent social and ethical philosophies of its age. The phenomenological movement not only
produced systematic reflection on common moral concerns such as distinguishing right from wrong
and explaining the status of values; it also called on philosophy to renew European societies facing
crisis, an aim that inspired thinkers in interwar Europe as well as later communist bloc dissidents.
Despite this legacy, phenomenology continues to be largely discounted as esoteric and solipsistic,
the last gasp of a Cartesian dream to base knowledge on the isolated rational mind. Intellectual
histories tend to cite Husserl's epistemological influence on philosophies like existentialism and
deconstruction without considering his social or ethical imprint. And while a few recent scholars
have begun to note phenomenology's wider ethical resonance, especially in French social thought,
its image as stubbornly academic continues to hold sway. The Far Reaches challenges that image by
tracing the first history of phenomenological ethics and social thought in Central Europe, from its
founders Franz Brentano and Edmund Husserl through its reception in East Central Europe by
dissident thinkers such as Jan Patocka, Karol Wojtyla (Pope John Paul II), and Václav Havel. In his
fascinating and elegantly written book, Michael Gubser leads us away from intellectual history's
traditional stomping grounds in France, Germany, and the United States, and focuses on the
understudied Eastern bloc. —Edward Baring, Modern Intellectual History
  edith stein on the feminine: Sex and the Catholic Feminist Sue Ellen Browder, 2020-05-06 In
Sex and the Catholic Feminist, Browder challenges the notion that you can't be a feminist and
believe in God. She echoes John Paul II's call for Catholics to embody a new feminism, a radical new
view of women's dignity. Her goal in this book is to follow one golden thread of feminism in
America—the pro-life thread—to show why it has been ignored by the media and left out of public
conversation for fifty years. For Browder, the pro-life movement is about more than abortion and
contraception; it's about loving and respecting all human life. While tracing the history of feminism
in America, Browder discovered at the core of these various feminist movements a search for
personhood. Where do women place their identity and find their fulfillment? Browder ultimately
concludes that in our noisy, consumerist society, placing one's identity anywhere other than in God
will prove disappointing and unfulfilling. My hope is that some thoughts presented here will spark a
new conversation and help heal one of the deepest political divisions in our nation. — Sue Ellen
Browder
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