corrie ten boom family

corrie ten boom family is synonymous with courage, faith, and resilience
during one of the darkest periods in modern history. The Ten Boom family,
originally from Haarlem, Netherlands, became renowned for their heroic
efforts in sheltering Jewish refugees during World War II. Their unwavering
commitment to humanitarianism and their deep Christian faith shaped their
legacy and inspired countless individuals worldwide. This article explores
the background, members, and legacy of the Corrie Ten Boom family,
highlighting their significant role in resistance efforts and their enduring
impact on history. The story of the Ten Boom family is not only a testament
to bravery but also an example of how ordinary people can make extraordinary
differences. The following sections will delve into the family’s origins, key
figures, wartime activities, and post-war influence.

e Origins and Early Life of the Ten Boom Family

Key Members of the Corrie Ten Boom Family

World War II and the Family’s Role in the Dutch Resistance

The Aftermath: Legacy and Influence of the Ten Boom Family

e Lessons from the Corrie Ten Boom Family’s Story

Origins and Early Life of the Ten Boom Family

The Corrie Ten Boom family hailed from a devout Christian household in
Haarlem, a city in the Netherlands. Known for their watchmaking business, the
family maintained a reputation for honesty, faith, and community involvement.
The Ten Boom family'’s strong religious background laid the foundation for
their compassionate worldview and commitment to helping those in need. Their
home, which later became a refuge, was initially a conventional family
residence and watch shop. The values instilled by the family patriarch
influenced the children to pursue lives of purpose and service.

Family Background and Faith

The Ten Boom family was deeply rooted in Dutch Reformed Christianity, which
emphasized charity, forgiveness, and social responsibility. This faith played
a central role in shaping their character and decisions throughout their
lives. The family regularly attended church and was well respected in their
community for their moral integrity and kindness. Their religious convictions
ultimately motivated their courageous actions during the war, especially in
helping Jewish people escape persecution.

The Watchmaking Business

The family owned a successful watchmaking and clock repair business, which
provided both income and a stable social standing. Corrie’s father, Casper



Ten Boom, ran the shop, which was passed down to Corrie and her siblings.
This business became instrumental during World War II, as it allowed the
family to maintain a discreet meeting place and coordinate their resistance
activities. The shop's location also served as a cover for the secret hiding
place that sheltered many people.

Key Members of the Corrie Ten Boom Family

The Corrie Ten Boom family included several notable individuals, each playing
a crucial role in their collective efforts to resist Nazi oppression.
Understanding the family dynamics and individual contributions provides
insight into how their combined courage shaped their historic actions.

Corrie Ten Boom

Corrie Ten Boom was the most well-known member of her family, recognized for
her leadership and resilience. Born in 1892, Corrie was deeply committed to
her Christian faith and to helping others. She managed much of the resistance
efforts and was instrumental in developing the secret hiding places within
their home. After surviving imprisonment in a concentration camp, Corrie
dedicated her life to sharing her story and promoting forgiveness and
reconciliation worldwide.

Betsie Ten Boom

Betsie, Corrie’s sister, was known for her gentle spirit and unwavering
faith. Despite the harsh conditions during their imprisonment, Betsie
maintained hope and encouraged others to hold on to their beliefs. She played
a vital role in supporting those in hiding and helped create a sense of
community among prisoners. Her influence deeply affected Corrie and others,
even after her death in a concentration camp.

Casper Ten Boom

Casper, the family patriarch, was the original head of the household and the
watchmaking business. A man of strong principles, he instilled in his
children the values of honesty, kindness, and Christian duty. Casper’s
leadership and moral guidance were foundational to the family’s resistance
activities. He passed away shortly before World War II escalated, but his
legacy persisted through his children’s actions.

Other Family Members

The Ten Boom family also included other siblings and extended relatives who
contributed to their efforts. Each member played a role in maintaining the
household, running the business, or assisting with hiding refugees. Their
collective commitment ensured the success and safety of many individuals
during the Nazi occupation.



World War II and the Family’s Role in the Dutch
Resistance

During the Nazi occupation of the Netherlands, the Corrie Ten Boom family
became active members of the Dutch resistance. Their home was transformed
into a safe haven for Jews and others persecuted by the Nazis. The family’s
courageous actions risked their lives but saved many from deportation and
death.

The Secret Room and Hiding Refugees

One of the most famous aspects of the Ten Boom family’s resistance was the
creation of a hidden room in their home. This secret space, concealed behind
a false wall, could shelter several people at once. The family ingeniously
designed this hiding place to avoid detection during Nazi raids. Many Jewish
refugees and resistance members found temporary safety here, protected by the
Ten Boom family'’s wvigilance.

Arrest and Imprisonment

In 1944, the Ten Boom family’s activities were discovered by the Gestapo,
leading to their arrest. Corrie and Betsie were sent to Ravensbriick
concentration camp, where Betsie eventually died from the harsh conditions.
Corrie survived and was released due to a clerical error shortly before the
camp was liberated. Other family members also faced imprisonment or
persecution for their resistance efforts.

Impact on the Resistance Movement

The Ten Boom family’s actions inspired many within the Dutch resistance and
beyond. Their bravery and faith under extreme pressure highlighted the power
of individual and family commitment to justice. The family not only saved
lives but also helped maintain the morale and cohesion of resistance networks
in the region.

The Aftermath: Legacy and Influence of the Ten
Boom Family

Following World War II, the story of the Corrie Ten Boom family gained
international recognition due to Corrie’s testimony and writing. Their legacy
continues to influence discussions on faith, courage, and human rights.

Corrie Ten Boom’ s Post-War Work

After the war, Corrie traveled extensively, sharing her experiences and
advocating for forgiveness and reconciliation. She authored the bestselling
book, “The Hiding Place,” which detailed her family’s story and the broader
context of resistance. Corrie’s message emphasized the importance of faith
and forgiveness in healing from trauma and injustice.



Memorials and Museums

The Ten Boom house in Haarlem has been preserved as a museum dedicated to
their story and the broader history of the Holocaust in the Netherlands.
Visitors can learn about the family’s resistance efforts, the secret room,
and the risks they took to save lives. The museum serves as an educational
resource and a tribute to the family’s courage.

Influence on Humanitarian and Religious Communities

The Corrie Ten Boom family’s story resonates widely among Christian and
humanitarian groups. Their example is often cited in discussions on moral
courage, nonviolent resistance, and the role of faith in social justice.
Their legacy inspires ongoing efforts to combat discrimination and promote
compassion worldwide.

Lessons from the Corrie Ten Boom Family’s Story

The narrative of the Corrie Ten Boom family offers valuable lessons for
contemporary society. Their example demonstrates how faith, family unity, and
moral conviction can drive impactful action even in the face of great danger.

e The power of individual and collective courage: Ordinary people can make
extraordinary differences when united by purpose.

e Faith as a source of strength: Spiritual beliefs can sustain resilience
during adversity.

e Importance of compassion and humanitarianism: Protecting vulnerable
populations is a vital responsibility.

e Legacy of forgiveness: Healing and reconciliation are possible even
after profound suffering.

e Education and remembrance: Sharing stories of courage helps prevent
future atrocities.

The Corrie Ten Boom family remains a powerful symbol of hope and humanity.
Their story continues to inspire individuals and communities to stand against
injustice and to act with compassion, even in the most challenging
circumstances.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Corrie ten Boom and why is her family famous?

Corrie ten Boom was a Dutch Christian who, along with her family, helped many
Jews escape the Holocaust during World War II by hiding them in their home.
They are famous for their bravery and humanitarian efforts.



What role did Corrie ten Boom's family play during
World War II?

The ten Boom family created a secret room in their house to hide Jews from
the Nazis, risking their lives to protect others during the German occupation
of the Netherlands.

How did the ten Boom family get caught by the Nazis?

The ten Boom family was betrayed by an informant, leading to their arrest by
the Nazis in 1944. They were taken to concentration camps, where Corrie and
her sister Betsie were imprisoned.

What happened to Corrie ten Boom's family after the
war?

Corrie ten Boom survived the concentration camps and dedicated her life to
sharing her story and promoting forgiveness and reconciliation. Many members
of her family did not survive the war.

Is there a book or movie about Corrie ten Boom and
her family?

Yes, Corrie ten Boom wrote a famous book called 'The Hiding Place' which
details her family's experiences during the Holocaust. It has also been
adapted into a movie.

What legacy did Corrie ten Boom's family leave
behind?

The ten Boom family left a legacy of courage, faith, and compassion. Their
story continues to inspire people worldwide to stand up against injustice and
help those in need.

Additional Resources

1. The Hiding Place

This is the most famous book by Corrie ten Boom, co-written with John and
Elizabeth Sherrill. It recounts the true story of Corrie and her family’s
courageous efforts to hide Jews from the Nazis during World War II. The book
details their arrest, imprisonment, and the strength of faith that sustained
them through unimaginable hardship. It’s a powerful memoir about hope,
forgiveness, and the resilience of the human spirit.

2. Corrie ten Boom: Keeper of the Angels’ Den

This biography provides an in-depth look at Corrie ten Boom’s life, focusing
on her upbringing in a devout Christian family and the values that shaped her
character. It explores her family’s role in the Dutch Resistance and the
impact of their faith under persecution. Readers gain insight into Corrie’s
determination and compassion through personal stories and historical context.

3. In My Father’s House
Written by Corrie ten Boom, this book delves into her spiritual journey and
the lessons she learned from her family and faith during times of trial. It



reflects on the meaning of home, forgiveness, and God’s presence in
suffering. The narrative is both a memoir and a devotional, offering
inspiration to readers facing their own challenges.

4. The Watchmaker’s Daughter

This historical novel is inspired by the ten Boom family’s legacy, focusing
on the life of Corrie’s sister Betsie and their family’s watchmaking
business. It paints a vivid picture of Dutch life before and during the war,
emphasizing themes of sacrifice, love, and courage. The story brings to life
the personal side of the ten Boom family’s heroic acts.

5. Love in a World of Hate: The Corrie ten Boom Story

This biographical book highlights the ten Boom family'’s commitment to love
and compassion in the face of hatred and danger during Nazi occupation. It
explores their underground work to save lives and the consequences they faced
for their bravery. The narrative is a testament to the power of faith and
kindness in dark times.

6. The Hiding Place Study Guide

This companion guide to Corrie ten Boom’s memoir offers questions, historical
background, and reflections to deepen readers’ understanding of the story. It
is ideal for book clubs, Bible study groups, or individual readers seeking to
explore the themes of courage, forgiveness, and faith. The guide also
includes biographical information about the ten Boom family and the
Holocaust.

7. Corrie ten Boom: A Life in Hiding

This book chronicles Corrie’s experiences before, during, and after World War
II, emphasizing her family’s role in the resistance and their imprisonment in
concentration camps. It also covers Corrie’s post-war efforts to share her
message of forgiveness and reconciliation. The biography highlights her
enduring legacy as a symbol of hope.

8. Resilience and Faith: The Ten Boom Family Story

Focusing on the family dynamics and spiritual strength behind the heroic
actions of the ten Boom family, this book explores how their faith motivated
their resistance work. It provides historical context about the Netherlands
during the war and personal anecdotes about the family’s daily life. The book
honors their legacy of courage and compassion.

9. Corrie ten Boom’s Legacy: Forgiveness in the Face of Evil

This reflective work centers on Corrie’s message of forgiveness after
surviving the horrors of the Holocaust. It discusses her post-war speaking
tours and writings, encouraging readers to embrace forgiveness in their own
lives. The book is a tribute to how the ten Boom family’s faith transcended
tragedy to inspire millions worldwide.
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corrie ten boom family: Life Lessons from Corrie Ten Boom Pam Rosewell Moore, Corrie
Ten Boom, 2004 3 in 1 edition including The Hiding Place, In My Father's House, and Tramp for the
Lord.

corrie ten boom family: Corrie Ten Boom Corrie Ten Boom, Max Schwartz, 2004-02-05
Corrie ten Boom devoted her entire lifetime to God's service. The spiritual lessons she learned
throughout her many experiences are collected here for the first time as three of her three
bestselling biographical works are grouped under a single cover.

corrie ten boom family: The Hiding Place Corrie Ten Boom, John L. Sherrill, Elizabeth
Sherrill, 1971 Corrie ten Boom's account of her amazing family's experiences during the German
occupation of Holland reveals her indomitable Christian faith.

corrie ten boom family: Each New Day with Corrie Ten Boom Corrie Ten Boom, 1977

corrie ten boom family: In My Father's House Corrie Ten Boom, 2011 When Corrie ten
Boom was in her early fifties, she and her family joined the Dutch Underground Christian Resistance
movement during World War II. Carrie's autobiography The Hiding Place, describing those war
years, is a book (and movie) that millions of people worldwide are familiar with. In My Father's
House is the story of Corrie's years prior to the commencement of World War II. Corrie was a timid
girl when she was young, growing up in a busy household with three older siblings, several aunts,
and a mother and father wholly devoted to God and their family. From an early age, Corrie felt
sympathy and compassion for those who were hurting. With a solid foundation in God's word
instilled by her father Casper ten Boom (a watchmaker), Corrie spent her life reaching out to others
with God's love and the Gospel message. In My Father's House is a testament to how God prepared
one family through a father's faithfulness to his Savior and the Word of God for the most sacrificial
service a family could do. Beginning in the years before Corrie was born, the book paints a beautiful
picture of family from which today's families can glean valuable and eternally-lasting lessons.
Featuring Many Family Photos as well as Scriptures that Father Ten Boom Shared with his Wife and
Children. Book jacket.

corrie ten boom family: Father Ten Boom, God's Man Corrie Ten Boom, 1978 Biography of
Corrie Ten Boom's father.

corrie ten boom family: Corrie ten Boom's Prison Letters Corrie ten Boom, 2015-10-06 In
1944, Corrie ten Boom and her family hid Dutch Jews from the Nazi regime. As a result, Corrie and
her family were captured and imprisoned. This collection of deeply moving letters represents the
only tie between Corrie, her loved ones, and the outside world.

corrie ten boom family: Reflections of God's Glory Corrie Ten Boom, 1999 These lost
writings of the late Corrie ten Boom afford a singular opportunity for readers to enjoy more of her
heartwarming stories--taken from scripts of her TransWorld Radio broadcasts.

corrie ten boom family: In My Father's House Corrie Ten Boom, 1999-10-21 This is perhaps
the most revealing of all her books, as Corrie introduces us to her life before the dramatic events of
the war. It focuses on her family home - a narrow, three-storey watchshop in Haarlem, Holland. Here
she was born in 1892, and she shares her memories of family life and the unforgettable characters
who shaped her early years. In everything, God was preparing her family for what lay ahead.

corrie ten boom family: Tramp for the Lord Corrie Ten Boom, 1982-05-15 This is Corrie ten
Boom's story, the story of a modest and simple Dutch woman who survived Hitler's death camps to
become one of our time's most unique and effective communicators of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Copyright © Libri GmbH. All rights reserved.

corrie ten boom family: The Hiding Place Corrie Ten Boom, John Sherrill, 1984-10-01 “I pray
that God forgive them...” Corrie Ten Boom stood naked with her older sister Betsie, watching a
concentration camp matron beating a prisoner. “Oh, the poor woman,” Corrie cried. “Yes. May God
forgive her,” Betsie replied. And, once again, Corrie realized that it was for the souls of the brutal
Nazi guards that her sister prayed. Both woman had been sent to the camp for helping the Jews.
Christ’s Spirit and words were their guide; it was His persecuted people they tried to save—at the
risk of their own lives; it was His strength that sustained them through times of profound horror.



Here is a book aglow with the glory of God and the courage of a quiet Christian spinster whose life
was transformed by it. A story of Christ’s message and the courage woman who listened and lived to
pass it along—with joy and triumph!

corrie ten boom family: Plenty for Everyone Corrie ten Boom, 2008-01-01 Well known for her
prison experiences during World War II, Corrie ten Boom shares stories from her postwar ministry.
She introduces us to people from all over the world whose lives have been transformed by
Christ—because when it comes to God’s grace and salvation, there is plenty for everyone.

corrie ten boom family: A Tramp Finds a Home Corrie Ten Boom, 1978-01-01

corrie ten boom family: Not Good if Detached Corrie ten Boom, 2009-03-17 In this book
Corrie ten Boom relates some of her experiences with people and the lessons the Lord taught her in
her travels around the world. The illustrations of the vine bearing fruit and the railway ticket
stamped not good if detached aptly portray the necessity of abiding in Him if our lives are to bear
fruit and have meaning.

corrie ten boom family: Life Lessons from The Hiding Place Pam Rosewell Moore, 2004-08-01
Corrie ten Boom was a woman admired the world over for her courage, her forgiveness, and her
memorable faith. From her unforgettable experience in a Nazi prison camp during World War II to
her remarkable life as a speaker and evangelist, Corrie's steadfast trust in God is well documented.
Countless Christians hold her as the example of faith they would like to have in their own lives. Pam
Rosewell Moore, Corrie's constant companion for the last seven years of her life, shares
never-before-published insights on this incredible servant of God, offering readers lessons on living a
faithful life by exploring what made Tante (Aunt) Corrie into the wonderful example of faith that she
was. More than a biography, this is an intimate inside look at a remarkable soul that helps readers to
be more effective in their own Christian walks.

corrie ten boom family: In My Father's House Corrie Ten Boom, Carole C. Carlson, 1976 The
Years Before The Hiding Place.

corrie ten boom family: A Prisoner and Yet... Corrie ten Boom, 2012-01-01 A Prisoner and
Yet... reveals a belief in Christ that carried an innocent woman through some of the worst agonies
man can devise. Here is one of the most tragic, yet most inspiring and faith-giving true stories of
Corrie ten Boom during her time spent in a Nazi concentration camp.

corrie ten boom family: Each New Day Corrie Ten Boom, 1978-03 The brief but profound
devotions and prayers in Each New Day come from the heart of a remarkable woman of great faith.
Corrie ten Boom, best-selling author of The Hiding Place, was able to trust and serve God even in a
Nazi concentration camp -- and throughout the days that followed. In this book, she will help you,
too, find hope, confidence, and wisdom for whatever comes your way. Based on incidents from
Corrie's fascinating life, each devotion illustrates scriptural principles and attests to God's
faithfulness. The result is a yearlong candid reminder of the Christian's victory over sin, Satan, and
death; of God's wonderful promises and care; of how the past, present, and future are all in God's
hands; and how each new day brings a chance to serve and love Him more. Book jacket.

corrie ten boom family: Anywhere He Leads Me Corrie Ten Boom, 2003-10 Corrie ten Boom's
personal stories were used to illustrate eternal truths and to explore such topics as the Bible, prayer,
obedience, spiritual victory and service. Some of those stories, excerpted from her lesser-known
works, fill the pages of this devotional that presents her life message: living in Christ's presence
transforms our daily lives.

corrie ten boom family: He Cares, He Comforts Corrie Ten Boom, 1977 All Scripture
quotations in this volume are based on the King James Version of the Bible unless another source is
identified.
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