
darwin awards funny

darwin awards funny stories have captivated audiences for years, blending humor with a cautionary tale
about human folly. These tales highlight the extraordinary lengths to which some individuals go, often
resulting in their own misfortune or demise, making the Darwin Awards a unique blend of comedy and tragedy. The
term itself has become synonymous with bizarre, ill-advised actions that lead to unintended consequences. This
article delves into the origins of the Darwin Awards, explores some of the funniest and most infamous examples,
and examines why these stories resonate so strongly with the public. Whether you're a fan of dark humor or
intrigued by human behavior, the concept of the Darwin Awards funny moments offers a fascinating glimpse into
the extremes of human error. The sections below provide a detailed overview, from the history and criteria to
the cultural impact and notable anecdotes.

Origins and Purpose of the Darwin Awards

Criteria for Winning a Darwin Award

Examples of Darwin Awards Funny Incidents

Cultural Impact and Popularity

Psychology Behind Darwin Awards Funny Stories

Origins and Purpose of the Darwin Awards

The Darwin Awards were created to humorously acknowledge individuals who have contributed to human
evolution by removing themselves from the gene pool through extraordinarily foolish actions. The concept
was first popularized in the 1990s through internet forums and later compiled into books. The awards are
named after Charles Darwin, the father of evolutionary theory, emphasizing natural selection's role in weeding
out poor decision-making. The premise is both educational and entertaining, shedding light on the consequences of
reckless behavior.

History of the Darwin Awards

The Darwin Awards originated as an internet phenomenon before gaining mainstream attention through published
collections. Initially shared in online forums, these stories quickly garnered a following due to their mix of
shock and humor. The awards became a cultural touchstone, illustrating how extreme stupidity can lead to
self-inflicted misfortune. Over time, these anecdotes have been scrutinized and verified, adding legitimacy to the
tales that qualify.

Purpose and Message

While the Darwin Awards funny stories often evoke laughter, their underlying purpose is to serve as
cautionary tales. They highlight the importance of common sense and personal responsibility. By showcasing the
bizarre extremes of human error, these stories indirectly promote safer behavior. The humor used makes the
lessons more memorable and impactful, contributing to public awareness about the consequences of reckless
actions.



Criteria for Winning a Darwin Award

Not every foolish act qualifies for a Darwin Award. Specific criteria must be met to ensure the award
maintains its credibility and purpose. These rules focus on the impact of the incident, the intent of the individual,
and the outcome. Understanding these guidelines helps clarify why certain stories are celebrated as Darwin
Awards funny moments while others are excluded.

Key Eligibility Requirements

The main criteria for Darwin Awards include:

Removal from the Gene Pool: The individual must be effectively removed through death or sterilization.

Originality: The act must be extraordinarily foolish or reckless.

Verifiability: The story must be credible and based on factual evidence.

Self-Selection: The fatal outcome must result from the individual’s own actions, not external forces.

Maturity: The person must be capable of sound judgment; children and those impaired are generally
excluded.

Exclusions and Controversies

Some incidents are excluded from Darwin Awards consideration due to ethical concerns or insufficient evidence.
Additionally, stories involving negligence by others or accidents without clear foolishness do not qualify.
Controversies occasionally arise over the appropriateness of labeling tragic events as humorous, but the
awards maintain strict guidelines to respect sensitivity while preserving their unique tone.

Examples of Darwin Awards Funny Incidents

The Darwin Awards funny category includes some of the most bizarre and entertaining cases of human error.
These stories demonstrate a wide range of reckless behaviors, from misusing technology to ignoring basic
safety precautions. The following examples illustrate the diversity and comedic nature of these tales.

Notable Stories

The Jet Ski Explosion: An individual attempted to refuel a jet ski with the engine running, resulting in a
catastrophic explosion.

Improvised Rocket Ride: A person strapped fireworks to a chair to propel themselves, leading to an
uncontrolled flight and fatal crash.

ATM Antics: A man tried to retrieve a dropped wallet by climbing into an ATM slot, getting stuck and
suffocating.

Roadrunner Impersonator: Someone attempted to outrun a train by jumping on railroad tracks,
underestimating the train’s speed and force.



Common Themes in Funny Darwin Award Stories

Many Darwin Awards funny stories share common themes such as overconfidence, misunderstanding of
technology, and blatant disregard for warning signs. These themes contribute to the humor while reinforcing
the serious message about the importance of caution and awareness.

Cultural Impact and Popularity

The Darwin Awards have become a staple in popular culture, influencing media, literature, and internet humor.
Their blend of tragedy and comedy resonates with a broad audience, making them a unique cultural phenomenon.
This section explores how the awards have permeated various aspects of society.

Media and Entertainment

Books, television shows, and online platforms have all featured Darwin Awards funny stories, often
dramatizing or parodying the incidents for entertainment. The awards inspire curiosity and reflection on human
behavior, leading to widespread sharing and discussion.

Public Reception

The public often reacts to Darwin Awards stories with a mix of amusement and disbelief. While some appreciate
the humor and lessons, others raise concerns about sensitivity toward those involved. Nevertheless, the
awards maintain popularity due to their unique perspective on human error.

Psychology Behind Darwin Awards Funny Stories

Understanding why Darwin Awards funny tales captivate audiences involves exploring psychological factors.
These stories tap into human fascination with risk, failure, and survival, offering insights into cognitive biases
and decision-making processes.

Appeal of Dark Humor

Dark humor, exemplified by Darwin Awards funny incidents, allows people to confront uncomfortable realities
in a less threatening way. Laughing at others’ mistakes provides a safe outlet for anxiety about mortality and
error.

Lessons on Human Behavior

These stories highlight common cognitive errors such as overconfidence, impulsivity, and ignorance. By examining
the psychological underpinnings, the Darwin Awards serve as informal case studies on why people make
dangerous choices.

Encouraging Safer Choices

By publicizing extreme examples of poor judgment, the Darwin Awards funny tales indirectly promote safer
decision-making. Awareness of these incidents can lead to increased caution and better risk assessment in
everyday life.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the Darwin Awards and why are they considered funny?

The Darwin Awards are a humorous way to recognize individuals who have supposedly contributed to human
evolution by removing themselves from the gene pool through extraordinarily foolish actions, often resulting
in their own demise. They are considered funny because they highlight absurd and ridiculous behaviors leading to
unintended consequences.

Can you give an example of a funny Darwin Award story?

One famous funny Darwin Award story involves a man who tried to rob a gun store by pointing a gun at the
clerk, only to accidentally shoot himself. The irony and unintended consequence of his own actions make it a
classic example of a Darwin Award.

Are Darwin Awards real awards or just a joke?

Darwin Awards are not official or real awards; they are a humorous and satirical concept shared online and in
books to highlight foolish behavior. They serve as a cautionary tale more than a formal recognition.

Why do people find Darwin Awards stories amusing?

People find Darwin Awards stories amusing because they often involve ridiculous, unexpected, and ironic
situations where individuals' poor decisions lead to their own downfall, showcasing human folly in a
lighthearted and exaggerated way.

How do Darwin Awards relate to evolution?

Darwin Awards humorously relate to evolution by suggesting that individuals who engage in extremely
reckless or stupid behavior effectively remove their genes from the population, thereby 'improving' the gene pool,
in line with natural selection principles proposed by Charles Darwin.

Are all Darwin Award stories true and verified?

Not all Darwin Award stories are true or verified. Many are urban legends, exaggerated tales, or fictional
anecdotes meant for entertainment. The Darwin Awards website attempts to verify submissions, but some
stories remain unconfirmed.

Can Darwin Awards be considered offensive or insensitive?

Yes, some people find Darwin Awards offensive or insensitive because they often involve real people who died or
were seriously injured. Making humor out of tragic events can be seen as disrespectful to the individuals and
their families.

Where can I find collections of funny Darwin Awards stories?

You can find collections of funny Darwin Awards stories on the official Darwin Awards website, various
humor websites, and in books dedicated to the subject. Online forums and social media also share many
entertaining anecdotes related to Darwin Awards.



Additional Resources
1. The Darwin Awards: Evolution in Action
This hilarious collection chronicles real-life stories of individuals who have met their demise in the most
outrageous and absurd ways. Each tale highlights the extreme ends of human folly, blending dark humor with a
cautionary undertone. Readers will find themselves laughing while shaking their heads at humanity’s most
spectacularly avoidable mistakes.

2. Darwin Awards: The Ultimate Collection of Stupid Deaths
Dive into a compilation of the most ridiculous and unbelievable accidents that earned their victims a spot in the
Darwin Awards hall of fame. This book balances wit and irony, showcasing how poor decisions can lead to
unintended consequences. With each story funnier than the last, it’s a must-read for fans of dark comedy and
human absurdity.

3. Oops! The Funniest Darwin Awards Stories Ever Told
Laugh out loud with this side-splitting anthology of blunders that ended in some of the most bizarre fatalities.
From failed stunts to shocking miscalculations, the book’s lighthearted tone makes the grim subject matter
surprisingly entertaining. Perfect for those who enjoy humor wrapped in a cautionary tale.

4. The Darwin Awards: Funny Fails and Fatal Flaws
Explore a collection of stories where humor meets tragedy in the most unexpected ways. Each entry serves as a
reminder of the fine line between brilliance and stupidity, often crossed with hilarious consequences. This book
offers a mix of shock, laughter, and disbelief that will keep readers hooked.

5. Darwin Awards Gone Wild: The Funniest Fatal Fails
This book captures the wildest and most outrageous Darwin Awards incidents from around the globe. It’s
filled with stories that are as funny as they are unbelievable, highlighting humanity’s knack for self-inflicted
disaster. Readers will enjoy the blend of humor, irony, and jaw-dropping stupidity.

6. Laughing at Darwin: Tales of Human Folly
A witty and irreverent take on the Darwin Awards, this book compiles stories that showcase the lighter side
of human error. Through clever narration and sharp humor, it turns tragic mishaps into comedic gold. It’s
perfect for readers who appreciate humor rooted in reality’s absurdities.

7. The Darwin Awards: Hilariously Deadly Decisions
Discover a treasure trove of stories where poor judgment leads to unforgettable outcomes. This book
balances dark humor with intriguing insights into human nature’s quirks and flaws. With a mix of shock and
laughter, it’s an entertaining read that highlights the importance of common sense.

8. Fatal Funnies: The Darwin Awards Collection
A side-splitting anthology that brings together some of the most laughable and tragic Darwin Awards entries.
The book’s humorous approach makes it easy to digest the bizarre ways people have outsmarted themselves. It’s
a perfect gift for anyone who enjoys comedy mixed with reality-based cautionary tales.

9. Darwin Awards: Comedy of Errors
This book presents a compilation of the most comical and catastrophic mistakes that led to Darwin Awards
notoriety. Each story is narrated with a blend of humor and empathy, making the grim subject matter both
entertaining and thought-provoking. It’s an engaging read for those who love to laugh at life’s unpredictable
moments.
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  darwin awards funny: The Darwin Awards Wendy Northcutt, 2002-04-30 The hilarious New
York Times bestselling phenomenon and the perfect funny gift! The Darwin Awards shares the
stories of those human beings who improve the gene pool by removing themselves from it in a
sublimely idiotic fashion. Marvel at the thief who tries to steal live electrical wires. Gape at the
lawnchair jockey who floats to a height of 16,000 feet suspended by helium balloons. And learn from
the man who peers into a gasoline can using a cigarette lighter. All contend for Darwin Awards when
their choices culminate in magnificent misadventures. These tales of trial and awe-inspiring
error-verified by the author and endorsed by website readers-illustrate the ongoing saga of survival
of the fittest in all its selective glory. The Darwin Awards vividly portrays the finest examples of
evolution in action, and shows us just how uncommon common sense can be.
  darwin awards funny: The Darwin Awards II Wendy Northcutt, 2001-12-01 The hilarious New
York Times bestselling phenomenon and the perfect funny gift! The Darwin Awards II: Unnatural
Selection brings together a fresh collection of the hapless, the heedless, and the just plain foolhardy
among us. Salute the owner of an equipment training school who demonstrates the dangers of
driving a forklift by failing to survive the filming of his own safety video. Gawk at the couple who go
to sleep on a sloping roof. Witness the shepherd who leaves his rifle unsecured—only to be
accidentally shot by one of his own flock. With over one hundred Darwin Award Winners, Honorable
Mentions, and debunked Urban Legends, plus science and safety tips for avoiding the scythe of
natural selection, The Darwin Awards II proves once again how uncommon common sense can be.
  darwin awards funny: The Darwin Awards III Wendy Northcutt, 2004-09-28 The hilarious
New York Times bestselling phenomenon and the perfect funny gift! Honoring those who improve
our gene pool by inadvertently removing themselves fromit, The Darwin Awards III includes more
than one hundred brand new, hilariously macabre mishaps and misadventures. From a sheriff who
inadvertently shot himself twice, to the insurance defrauder who amputated his leg with a chainsaw;
from a farmer who avoided bee stings by sealing his head in a plastic bag to the man crushed by the
branch he just trimmed, The Darwin Awards III proves again that when it comes to stupidity, no
species does it like we do. Featuring scientific and safety discussions and filled with illustrations
depicting inspiring examples of evolution in action, The Darwin Awards III shows once more how
uncommon common sense still is.
  darwin awards funny: The Darwin Awards 4 Wendy Northcutt, Christopher M. Kelly,
2006-10-24 The hilarious New York Times bestselling phenomenon and the perfect funny gift! The
Darwin Awards series is the alpha chimp of humorous human mishaps. Despite being an
international bestseller and inspiring the movie The Darwin Awards, these hilarious, cautionary
chronicles have failed to stop another generation of Darwin Award winners from steering
motorcycles with their feet, heating lava lamps on stoves, using liquid soap as brake fluid, and
drowning themselves in the kitchen sink. Filled with more than 100 new tales of evolution in action,
plus science essays and a parody research paper supporting Intelligent Design, The Darwin Awards
4 shows that when it comes to common sense, natural selection still has a long, long way to go.
  darwin awards funny: Darwin Awards VI Wendy Northcutt, 2010-10-20 (The countdown has
begun . . . ) What distinguishes humans from baser animals is our higher intelligence. This is
because most humans know to think twice before headbutting a coconut or biting down on a live
wire. Intelligent individuals generally know not to use a mattress pad as a floatation device, or to
kitesurf in a hurricane. Darwin Award winners, however, lack this basic common sense. Named for
the father of evolution, the Darwin Awards honour those who help natural selection by taking a swan
dive into the shallow end of the gene pool. From attaching a five-horsepower engine to a barstool, to
hammering a metal hook into an explosive device, to using a Taser to treat a snake bite, The Darwin
Awards: Countdown to Extinction show that the countdown (to human extinction) is well underway –
and we won't exit this mortal coil without one last laugh. Illustrated and featuring all-new tales of
the marvellously macabre, The Darwin Awards: Countdown to Extinction chronicles humans who
step onto the lowest rung on the evolutionary ladder and prove that intelligence is not as common



among humans as we'd like to think.
  darwin awards funny: The Darwin Awards Next Evolution Wendy Northcutt, 2008 Features
examples of people whose lack of common sense resulted in their demise, in a tribute to how the
evolutionary process is improved when individuals of questionable intelligence accidentally remove
themselves from the gene pool.
  darwin awards funny: The Complete Darwin Awards Wendy Northcutt, 2005-09-27 This
ultimate Darwin Awards collection includes more than 400 hilariously macabre mishaps and
misadventures, showing how uncommon common sense can be. ?Delightfully funny . . . If you are not
yet aware of The Darwin Awards, you should probably be pitched out of the breeding population . . .
A delicious sermon in support of common sense.? ?The Baltimore Sun
  darwin awards funny: The Darwin Awards Countdown to Extinction Wendy Northcutt,
2010-10-28 The hilarious New York Times bestselling phenomenon and the perfect funny gift! The
Darwin Awards are more than just a brand. They're a pop culture phenomenon. With six books and a
website that draws in more than a million unique visitors every month, the Darwin Awards rivals The
Onion and The Simpsons as one of the biggest humor franchises in the world. Fully illustrated and
featuring all-new tales of the marvelously macabre, The Darwin Awards Countdown to Extinction
chronicles the astonishing acts of individuals who have taken a swan dive into the shallow end of the
gene pool. From attaching a five-horsepower engine to a barstool, to hammering a metal hook into
an explosive device, to using a taser to treat a snake bite, these gloriously gruesome incidents prove
that the countdown (to human extinction) is well under way. And we won't exit this mortal coil
without one last laugh.
  darwin awards funny: The Darwin Awards Next Evolution Wendy Northcutt, 2008-10-30
The hilarious New York Times bestselling phenomenon and the perfect funny gift! New York Times
bestselling author Wendy Northcutt is back, asking, Have we evolved at all? The answer: Not all of
us. What crazy cocktail of DNA leads Homo sapiens to do pull-ups off the edge of a seventh-floor
balcony or wrap their lips around a paintball gun and pull the trigger? How about offering a beer to
a bear or self-testing a Taser? Why not go joyriding in a shopping cart strapped to an SUV or jump a
drawbridge on a bicycle? Fully illustrated with over a hundred new jaw-dropping and side-splitting
feats of stupidity—and including science essays by guest writers and answers to FAQs about
evolution in action—The Darwin Awards Next Evolution continues the tradition of honoring the
victims of appallingly poor survival instinct who selflessly improve our gene pool by removing
themselves from it.
  darwin awards funny: The Darwin Awards III Wendy Northcutt, 2004-09-28 The hilarious
New York Times bestselling phenomenon and the perfect funny gift! Honoring those who improve
our gene pool by inadvertently removing themselves fromit, The Darwin Awards III includes more
than one hundred brand new, hilariously macabre mishaps and misadventures. From a sheriff who
inadvertently shot himself twice, to the insurance defrauder who amputated his leg with a chainsaw;
from a farmer who avoided bee stings by sealing his head in a plastic bag to the man crushed by the
branch he just trimmed, The Darwin Awards III proves again that when it comes to stupidity, no
species does it like we do. Featuring scientific and safety discussions and filled with illustrations
depicting inspiring examples of evolution in action, The Darwin Awards III shows once more how
uncommon common sense still is.
  darwin awards funny: The Darwin Awards 4 Wendy Northcutt, Christopher M. Kelly,
2007-10-30 The hilarious New York Times bestselling phenomenon and the perfect funny gift! The
Darwin Awards series is the alpha chimp of humorous human mishaps. Despite being an
international bestseller and inspiring the movie The Darwin Awards, these hilarious, cautionary
chronicles have failed to stop another generation of Darwin Award winners from steering
motorcycles with their feet, heating lava lamps on stoves, using liquid soap as brake fluid, and
drowning themselves in the kitchen sink. Filled with more than 100 new tales of evolution in action,
plus science essays and a parody research paper supporting Intelligent Design, The Darwin Awards
4 shows that when it comes to common sense, natural selection still has a long, long way to go.



  darwin awards funny: The Darwin Awards: Felonious Failures Wendy Northcutt,
2005-11-29 When it comes to criminals, Darwin wades in the shallow end of the gene pool. Witness
the astonishing idiocy of the absent-minded terrorist who opens a letter-bomb returned for
insufficient postage, or the thief who steals electrical wire without shutting off the current, or the
man who saws off his own leg to collect insurance. This collection of cautionary tales proves that
crime does pay . . . a genetic dividend!
  darwin awards funny: Rex Curry's DARWIN AWARDS - Joseph Stalin, Mao Zedong, Adolf
Hitler, Pol Pot, Kim Il-sung & more Lin Xun, Dead Writers Club, Pointer Institute, Darwin
Awards commemorate those who perish through some astonishing misapplications of judgment.
Special recognition goes to the work of Joseph Stalin, V.I. Lenin, Leon Trotsky, Mao Zedong, Kim
Il-sung, Pol Pot, Ho Chi Minh, Karl Marx, Fidel Castro, Che Guevara, Adolf Hitler, and their ilk. What
were the historical origins of their notorious multi-year prize-winning death races? The old roots are
diverse and even include the USA. From 1892 through 1942, the Nazi salute was performed by
public officials in America. Where are the old photographs and films of the American Nazi salute
performed by federal, state, county, and local officials? Those photos and films are rare because
people don't want to know the truth about the globe’s scary past. Public officials in the USA who
preceded the German socialist (Hitler) and the Italian socialist (Mussolini) were sources for the
stiff-armed salute (and robotic chanting) in those countries and other foreign countries. The ancient
Roman salute myth originated from the city of Rome in the state of New York (not Italy), Francis
Bellamy's hometown. Later, Mussolini presented a strange gift to the city of Rome, NY: a statue of
two human male infants suckling on a female wolf. That statue remains on display in Rome, NY. Boy
Scouts and Girl Scouts helped spread the Nazi salute and the swastika to Germany and elsewhere.
The author is Supermodel and Superwriter Lin Xun and she joins the Dead Writers Club to expose
many amazing discoveries, including: (1) Congress and the Flag Code confirm that the military
salute was the origin of the Nazi salute. (2) The USA's Pledge of Allegiance inspired Nazi rituals. (3)
Public schools spread Nazi behavior. (4) Swastikas represented crossed S letter shapes for socialist
under Hitler. They are eye-popping revelations that are undisputed by the New York Times • The
Washington Post • Los Angeles Times • San Francisco Chronicle • Tampa Bay Times • Chicago
Tribune • Newsday • The New York Times Book Review • Tampa Tribune • Library Journal •
Publishers Weekly • Saint Petersburg Times • History Journal • Scholar's Weekly Because she
speaks truth to power with her ground-breaking revelations, Lin Xun has been subjected to
harassment (including risque images of her posted on the internet). She doesn't care! In this book,
Lin spanks history's bottom, leaving red hand prints. Hop in Lin's pink Cadillac and take a ride to the
land inside of your mind. Nazi salutes and Nazi behavior originated from the USA's Pledge of
Allegiance to the flag, created by Francis Bellamy, an American socialist. The author Lin Xun
searches for old photos and film footage of the early Pledge of Allegiance showing the origin of the
USA's notorious stiff-armed salute. Many of those artifacts have been found among Dr. Rex Curry's
historical archival work. Curry's discoveries are changing the history books. Please send any images
or inquiries to the email address of the publisher mentioned in the book. Each book is personally
handled, wrapped, and mailed by Lin Xun IN THE NUDE! Or by the publisher, depending on who's
available. This empowering book gives everyone a voice to transform his community. To everyone
who threw up on Hitler's election night, who sobbed on the bathroom floor at Stalin's power grab,
who dry heaved trying to imagine how to tell the children what had happened under Mao, who
couldn’t stop physically shaking due to the Kim thugs, who felt the horror of what was to come under
all socialism, I say this: WE KNEW. WE KNEW. WE KNEW. “There is rumor of a Pulitzer Prize for
exposing the Pledge of Allegiance as the origin of Nazi salutes and Nazi behavior; and the swastika
as alphabetical ‘S’ letter shaped symbolism for ‘socialist.’ Hooray!” - Ward Toolen, Stop The Pledge
(STP) Foundation. The symbol presently known as Lin Xun wrote a game-changer with this book. –
Francis Hannah Cruz
  darwin awards funny: The Darwin Awards: The Descent of Man Wendy Northcutt,
2005-11-29 In this volume, men meet their inner idiots as they test their testosterone levels by



petting sharks, kissing snakes, chasing beer cans, and juggling hand grenades. Only when it's too
late do these would-be Alpha males realize that they're actually Omega males, providing ample proof
of a missing “Why?” chromosome.
  darwin awards funny: The Darwin Awards Wendy Northcutt, 2002-04
  darwin awards funny: The Darwin Awards 3 Wendy Northcutt, 2003 A satirical award
celebrating the worst examples of human intelligence features stories about the man who used a
cigarette lighter to check his gas level, the terrorist who opened his own letter bomb, and other
stories of human idocy.
  darwin awards funny: The Darwin Awards 4 Wendy Northcutt, 2007 With over 100 all-new
award winners, this hilarious collection of terminal mishaps will amuse and amaze all who read it.
Who can forget the tale of the parachute jump instructor who jumped out of a plane - but left his
parachute behind? Or the guy who decided to try and steer his motorbike with his feet? Wendy
Northcutt's website, www.DarwinAwards.com, has been a huge cult hit around the world, with a
devoted following of readers. Now, in this first new collection of highlights in three years, comes a
selection of the best and funniest moments that ensure our future gene pool will not be
contaminated by any of those whose claim to fame rests on appearing in this book.
  darwin awards funny: The Darwin Awards V Wendy Northcutt, 2008 An all-new collection of
gene-pool belly flops Most people don't need a PhD to know that doing chin-ups off the edge of a
seventh-floor balcony is a recipe for disaster. Or that it's a bad idea to put a paintball gun in your
mouth and pull the trigger. Or to think twice before joyriding in a shopping cart strapped to a
four-wheel drive. Darwin Award winners lack this basic sound judgement. Named for Charles
Darwin, the father of evolution, The Darwin Awards celebrates those who have dived headfirst into
the shallow end of the gene pool. From offering a bear a beer to self-testing a Taser to jumping a
drawbridge on a bike, The Darwin Awards V: Next Evolution honours these macabre and
entertaining feats of hapless misjudgement. Fully illustrated with over a hundred new awe-inspiring
tales, including science essays from guest writers and answers to FAQs about evolution in action,
The Darwin Awards V: Next Evolution demonstrates how uncommon common sense still is.
  darwin awards funny: The Darwin Awards IV Wendy Northcutt, 2006 With over 100 all-new
award winners, this hilarious collection of terminal mishaps will amuse and amaze all who read it.
Who can forget the tale of the parachute jump instructor who jumped out of a plane - but left his
parachute behind? Or the owner of an equipment training school who died while making a safety
film?Wendy Northcutt's website, www.DarwinAwards.com, has been a huge cult hit around the
world, with a devoted following of readers. Now, in this first new collection of highlights in three
years, comes a selection of the best and funniest moments that ensure our future gene pool will not
be contaminated by any of those whose claim to fame rests on appearing in this book.
  darwin awards funny: Walking Backward Catherine Austen, 2009-10-01 When Josh's mother
dies in a phobia-induced car crash, she leaves two questions for her grieving family: how did a snake
get into her car and how do you mourn with no faith to guide you? Twelve-year-old Josh is left alone
to find the answers. His father is building a time machine. His four-year-old brother's closest friend
is a plastic Power Ranger. His psychiatrist offers nothing more than a blank journal and platitudes.
Isolated by grief in a home where every day is pajama day, Josh makes death his research project.
He tests the mourning practices of religions he doesn't believe in. He tries to mend his little
brother's shattered heart. He observes, records and waits—for his life to feel normal, for his
mother's death to make sense, for his father to come out of the basement. His observations,
recorded in a series of journal entries, are funny, smart, insightful—and heartbreaking. His
conclusions about the nature of love, loss, grief and the space-time continuum are nothing less than
life-changing.
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