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declaration of independence for kids is an important topic that helps young learners understand a key

moment in American history. This document marked the birth of the United States as a free and

independent nation. Learning about the Declaration of Independence introduces children to the ideas

of freedom, rights, and government. It explains why the American colonies wanted to separate from

British rule and how they expressed their reasons. This article will explore the history, key people, and

main ideas behind the Declaration of Independence for kids. It will also cover how this historic

document was created and why it remains important today. By the end, children will have a clear

understanding of this foundational piece of American history and its significance.
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What Is the Declaration of Independence?

The Declaration of Independence is a historic document that announced the American colonies’

decision to become independent from British rule. It explained the reasons why the colonies wanted to



break away and form their own country. This document is considered one of the most important in

United States history because it declared the creation of a new nation. The Declaration also laid out

the principles of freedom and equality that the new country would be built upon. Understanding what

the Declaration of Independence is helps children grasp the idea of government and rights.

The History Behind the Declaration

The Declaration of Independence came about during a time when the American colonies were

unhappy with British control. The British government was making laws and taxes that the colonists felt

were unfair. Over time, tensions grew between the colonies and Great Britain, leading to protests and

conflicts. In 1776, representatives from the thirteen colonies met to discuss their future. They decided it

was time to declare independence and explain their reasons to the world.

Events Leading to Independence

Several key events led up to the creation of the Declaration of Independence. These events helped

shape the colonies’ desire to be free.

The Stamp Act: A tax on paper goods that angered colonists.

The Boston Tea Party: A protest where colonists dumped tea into Boston Harbor.

The Intolerable Acts: Harsh laws passed by Britain to punish Massachusetts.

The First Continental Congress: A meeting of colonial leaders to discuss their problems with

Britain.



Key People Involved in the Declaration

Many important people played a role in creating the Declaration of Independence. These leaders

worked together to write the document and represent the colonies.

Thomas Jefferson

Thomas Jefferson was the main author of the Declaration of Independence. He wrote the first draft,

explaining why the colonies wanted freedom. Jefferson’s words expressed the ideas of liberty and

equality that became central to the new nation.

John Adams

John Adams was a strong supporter of independence. He helped persuade others in the Continental

Congress to agree to break away from Britain. Adams also worked with Jefferson to revise the

Declaration before it was finalized.

Benjamin Franklin

Benjamin Franklin was one of the oldest and wisest members of the Congress. He helped edit the

Declaration and gave advice during the writing process. Franklin’s experience was valuable in making

the document clear and powerful.

The Signers of the Declaration

In total, 56 men signed the Declaration of Independence. These signers risked their lives by openly

declaring rebellion against Britain. Their signatures made the document official and showed their

commitment to freedom.



Main Ideas of the Declaration of Independence

The Declaration of Independence includes several important ideas that explain why the colonies

wanted to be free. These ideas have influenced many countries and people around the world.

All Men Are Created Equal

The Declaration states that all people have equal rights. This idea was revolutionary at the time and

remains a key principle today. It means that no one is born better than someone else.

Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness

The document says everyone has the right to live freely and seek happiness. These rights cannot be

taken away by governments. The Declaration emphasizes that governments exist to protect these

rights.

The Right to Change or Abolish Government

If a government does not protect people’s rights, the Declaration says citizens have the right to change

or remove that government. This idea justified the colonies’ decision to leave British rule.

How the Declaration Was Written and Signed

The process of creating the Declaration of Independence involved several steps. It was not written by

one person alone but was a team effort involving many leaders.



Writing the Draft

Thomas Jefferson wrote the first draft of the Declaration. He worked carefully to explain the colonies’

reasons for independence and the principles behind their decision. After writing, the draft was shared

with other leaders for review.

Editing and Revising

John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, and others made changes to Jefferson’s draft. They worked to clarify

the language and make the document stronger. This teamwork helped create a powerful and clear

statement.

Signing the Declaration

On July 4, 1776, the Continental Congress officially adopted the Declaration of Independence. The 56

representatives signed the document on that day or shortly after. Their signatures symbolized their

agreement and courage to stand against British rule.

Why the Declaration of Independence Is Important Today

The Declaration of Independence remains an important symbol of freedom and democracy. It laid the

foundation for the United States government and inspired other nations around the world. Children

learning about this document can understand the value of rights and the importance of standing up for

what is fair.

Influence on the United States

The ideas in the Declaration helped shape the U.S. Constitution and Bill of Rights. These documents

protect citizens’ freedoms and guide how the country is governed. The Declaration’s message of



equality and liberty continues to be a core value in American society.

Inspiration for Other Countries

The Declaration of Independence inspired many countries to seek their own freedom. Its principles

have been used in movements for democracy and human rights worldwide. This shows how powerful

the document’s message truly is.

Learning About Freedom and Rights

Understanding the Declaration of Independence helps children appreciate their rights and

responsibilities. It teaches the importance of fairness, justice, and the power of people coming together

to make change.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Declaration of Independence?

The Declaration of Independence is a document written in 1776 that announced the American

colonies' decision to become independent from British rule.

Who wrote the Declaration of Independence?

Thomas Jefferson was the main author of the Declaration of Independence, with help from other

leaders like John Adams and Benjamin Franklin.

Why was the Declaration of Independence important?

It was important because it explained why the colonies wanted to be free and helped start the United

States of America as a new country.



When was the Declaration of Independence signed?

The Declaration of Independence was adopted and signed on July 4, 1776.

What are some key ideas in the Declaration of Independence?

Some key ideas include that all people have rights like life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, and

that governments should protect these rights.

Additional Resources

1. What Was the Declaration of Independence? by Michael C. Harris

This book introduces young readers to the history and significance of the Declaration of Independence.

It explains why the American colonies wanted to break away from British rule and how the document

was created. The engaging narrative and illustrations make complex events easy to understand for

kids.

2. A Young People's History of the United States: Declaration of Independence by Howard Zinn

Adapted for younger readers, this book provides a compelling look at the events leading up to the

Declaration of Independence. It focuses on the stories of ordinary people and their role in the

American Revolution. The book encourages children to think critically about history and freedom.

3. Liberty! The American Revolution by Lucille Recht Penner

This book offers a vivid account of the American Revolution, highlighting the importance of the

Declaration of Independence. It includes colorful illustrations and simple text to help children

understand the struggle for independence. The book also features key figures who contributed to the

founding of the United States.

4. The Declaration of Independence (Step into Reading) by Elizabeth Raum

Part of the Step into Reading series, this book breaks down the Declaration of Independence into

easy-to-read sections for young readers. It explains the ideas behind the document and why it was a



bold statement at the time. The book includes photographs and historical facts to engage kids.

5. We the Kids: The Preamble to the Constitution of the United States by David Catrow

While focusing on the Constitution, this book also touches on the Declaration of Independence as a

foundation for American democracy. Through playful illustrations and rhymes, it introduces children to

the principles of freedom and government. It’s a fun and educational read for early learners.

6. Declaration of Independence: The Story of America's Founding Document by Ann Heinrichs

This book provides a detailed yet accessible explanation of the Declaration of Independence. It covers

the historical context, main authors, and the impact of the document on the nation. The clear language

and engaging photos make it suitable for elementary and middle school students.

7. Because of the Declaration of Independence by Maxine Stein

This storybook connects the ideas in the Declaration of Independence to everyday freedoms children

enjoy today. It helps kids understand the importance of equality and rights in a relatable way. The

book uses simple language and colorful illustrations to capture young readers' attention.

8. Signers of the Declaration of Independence by Dennis Brindell Fradin

This book introduces children to the brave individuals who signed the Declaration of Independence. It

shares their stories, backgrounds, and contributions to American history. The portraits and anecdotes

make the signers come alive for young readers.

9. Independence Day: The Story of July 4th by Ann Heinrichs

This book explains the significance of July 4th and how it relates to the Declaration of Independence. It

explores the celebrations, symbols, and history connected to America’s birthday. The straightforward

text and colorful illustrations help children appreciate the holiday’s meaning.
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  declaration of independence for kids: The Declaration of Independence for Kids Rex
Cagle, 2016-10-29 A failure to understand the introduction to the Declaration of Independence is a
failure to understand how and why our government was founded, why there are three equal
branches of government, and how the constitution is the foundation for the three branches of
government. In order to halt the progressive movement from eroding our constitutional form of
government, you must have knowledge about the true meaning and purpose of the Declaration of
Independence. This book was written and illustrated to encourage an interest in the reader to
acquire the knowledge necessary to maintain our constitutional form of government so we may
remain the greatest nation ever established.
  declaration of independence for kids: The Great US and Britain Breakup : The
Declaration of Independence - US History for Kids | Children's History Books Baby
Professor, 2017-04-15 The Declaration of Independence was a win for the US after years of battle.
By knowing how our ancestors fought and forged our independence, we will be able to better
appreciate and care for the freedom we experience today. This book is an eye opener and it comes
with just the right mix of images and text. Grab a copy today!
  declaration of independence for kids: Our Nation's Documents The Editors of TIME For
Kids, 2018-05-01 The Declaration of Independence, Constitution of the United States, Gettysburg
Address, Emancipation Proclamation, and more! The third title in the handbook series from TIME for
Kids following Presidents of the United States and 50 States, Our Nation's Documents offers
annotated surveys of American history’s foundational works with up-to-date scholarship and more
than 200 full-color photos and illustrations. This guide provides young readers with the basic
information they need to know about the establishment of our government, and gives an historical
perspective on current political events. This collection of documents includes The Declaration of
Independence, the U.S. Constitution with the Bill of Rights and amendments, plus excerpts from the
Federalist Papers and much more.
  declaration of independence for kids: President Thomas Jefferson Baby Professor,
2017-03-15 The Declaration of Independence was a historical document that changed the course of
history. Learning about the circumstances around it, as well as the people who braved to change the
societal truths at that time, will lead to a deeper appreciation of current times. Relaying the facts of
US history has never been more effective than this book. Make sure you grab a copy today!
  declaration of independence for kids: Our Nation's Documents The Editors of TIME for Kids,
2018-05 The Declaration of Independence, Constitution of the United States, Gettysburg Address,
Emancipation Proclamation, and more! The third title in the handbook series from TIME for Kids
following Presidents of the United States and 50 States, Our Nation's Documents offers annotated
surveys of American history's foundational works with up-to-date scholarship and more than 200
full-color photos and illustrations. This guide provides young readers with the basic information they
need to know about the establishment of our government, and gives an historical perspective on
current political events. This collection of documents includes The Declaration of Independence, the
U.S. Constitution with the Bill of Rights and amendments, plus excerpts from the Federalist Papers
and much more.
  declaration of independence for kids: The Declaration of Independence Tim McNeese,
2020-02-01 In 1776, one year into the American Revolution, members of the Continental Congress
gathered to sign the Declaration of Independence. Drafted by future U.S. president Thomas
Jefferson, this document was not just a rallying cry against British tyranny, but also a statement that
would provide the guiding principles of government, law, and citizenship needed to build a new
country. With a striking preamble that states all men are created equal, the Declaration of
Independence set the fundamental beliefs and ideals that would shape the United States and its

https://explore.gcts.edu/business-suggest-023/files?trackid=gFs91-5328&title=personal-loans-for-starting-a-business.pdf


identity abroad. In The Declaration of Independence, examine the events that sparked a rebellion in
the colonies and gave birth to one of the most famous pieces of writing in history.
  declaration of independence for kids: Our Nation's Documents Melanie Kletter, 2018 You
can learn a lot from the laws, letters, and speeches that made America great. In this book, you will
read some of the amazing documents that shaped our country.
  declaration of independence for kids: 99 Jumpstarts for Kids' Social Studies Reports Peggy
Whitley, Susan Williams Goodwin, 2007-06-30 Building on the success and maintaining the 99
Jumpstarts format of the two previous books, 99 Jumpstarts for Kids' Social Studies Reports is
divided into broad topical sections. Each topic is arranged in alphabetical order under its section.
Topics are all new to this title and include the Ancient World, Historic World Events, State and Local
History, US History, Government and Citizenship, Sociology, Culture and Economics. The book
includes the following sections in each Jumpstart: A cited quote about the topic, Related Jumpstarts,
New Words, You are There, Topics to Consider, Books, Internet, For the Teacher, and a relevant
activity. Each Jumpstart provides a helpful pathfinder that enables students to efficiently access
information and learn new information literacy skills as they research topics of personal interest or
gather information for school reports. Grades 3-8.
  declaration of independence for kids: Let's Take The Kids! Mary Barile, Joanne Michaels,
1997-05-15 Praised by NEW YORK magazine, and now fully updated and revised, this all-season
guide lists hundreds of family activities for an afternoon, a weekend, or a whole week in 16 Hudson
Valley counties, organized by region with detailed entries, including special events for kids ages 2 to
12. Maps.
  declaration of independence for kids: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Crafts With Kids
Georgene Lockwood, 1988-06-01 Hundreds of budget-friendly projects include edible homemade
goodies, holiday decorations, toys, musical instruments, and gifts made from wood, metal, glass,
leather, clay, and found objects.
  declaration of independence for kids: New Standards-Based Lessons for the Busy
Elementary School Librarian Joyce Keeling, 2020-02-06 Busy elementary librarians need help
applying the new AASL Standards Framework, especially in collaboration with social studies
teachers seeking to apply the social studies standards framework. This book shows a path forward
for both. This book will be a tremendous help to the busy elementary school librarian who is working
with busy elementary social studies teachers. As they are designing and co-teaching library-based
lessons based on the Social Studies Standards Framework, the English Literacy Common Core
Standards, and the new American Association of School Librarians (AASL) Standards Learners
Framework, these reproducible lessons will enhance planning and implementation. You'll get
ready-to-use lessons as well as model lessons to adapt to the needs of your own curriculum and
students. All standards are applied—with needed handouts—and other tools and current lists of
recommended resources are provided. Lessons are coordinated to common elementary social studies
curricula at indicated grade levels but can be adapted as template lessons as needed. Current
resource lists aid librarians in collection development to support new and current standards.
  declaration of independence for kids: President Thomas Jefferson : Father of the Declaration
of Independence - US History for Kids 3rd Grade | Children's American History Baby Professor,
2017-03-15 The Declaration of Independence was a historical document that changed the course of
history. Learning about the circumstances around it, as well as the people who braved to change the
societal truths at that time, will lead to a deeper appreciation of current times. Relaying the facts of
US history has never been more effective than this book. Make sure you grab a copy today!
  declaration of independence for kids: The Declaration of Independence from A to Z
Catherine L. Orsornio, 2022-12-21 Teach your young readers about the alphabet and America's
colonial history & early government in this charming picture book. From the Boston Tea Party in
1773 to the first reading of the Declaration of Independence in Philadelphia in 1776, this
comprehensive alphabet book chronologically follows the citizens of the thirteen colonies and their
fight for representation. Ruled from afar by King George III of England, the colonists rebelled



against his tyranny to declare a new nation. Through historical descriptions, character profiles, and
engaging artwork, young readers will learn how America achieved its freedom. As the Americans
march toward liberty, author Catherine L. Osornio guides children through C is for Continental
Congress, which was formed to defend the rights of the colonists, to R is for Revolution, which
brought about a change in government. The ringing of bells and the blasting of cannons accompany
the Declaration's completion as the citizens of America announce their right to Life, Liberty and the
pursuit of Happiness. Praise for The Declaration of Independence from A to Z ACCELERATED
READER PROGRAM SELECTION Stunning. Educational. Inspiring. Every American—especially
students, teachers, librarians, and parents—should have this book! —Nancy I. Sanders, author of
America's Black Founders Accurate historical details in the paintings help illuminate the period. —
School Library Journal The easiest way to teach American history since 1776. — Midwest Book
Review
  declaration of independence for kids: TRENCH WARFARE: How to Win the War to
Educate Our Children Denny Geraghty, 2017-05-06 Teachers--Ever Feel Like You're Losing the
War to Educate Your Students? In our current educational climate of Common Core, test scores, and
teacher evaluations, have you ever wondered--what about the students? Even though graduation
rates have increased in recent years, are the young men and women in our classrooms truly engaged
in the learning process? Trench Warfare: How to Win the War to Educate Our Children is an
exploration of the why no one wants to talk about for our continued failures in education. It doesn't
have to do with class or race. It actually has to do with simple economic theory of supply and
demand. Why are students not demanding a better education? “In this remarkable and important
book, Denny Geraghty not only identifies the real problem in education, but also offers a solution by
developing a thesis supported by irrefutable economic laws. Current teachers and aspiring teachers
would be well advised to read this ground breaking book.” Linda Gordon, PHD, Principal, Denver
Public School and Adams 12 Five Star School Districts Education Professor, Regis University,
Denver, Colorado How do you get the students themselves interested in what they're learning? An
engaged, interested student is going to learn, is going to do better on tests, is going to graduate and
do his or her alma mater proud. But how do you really do that? Discover ways to keep your students
interested. Read Trench Warfare and apply the simple wisdom imparted by a teacher who still cares.
  declaration of independence for kids: The Great Us and Britain Breakup Baby Professor,
2017-04-15 The Declaration of Independence was a win for the US after years of battle. By knowing
how our ancestors fought and forged our independence, we will be able to better appreciate and
care for the freedom we experience today. This book is an eye opener and it comes with just the
right mix of images and text. Grab a copy today!
  declaration of independence for kids: Make Your Kid Smarter Than Other Kids Arjun
Batra, 2010-09
  declaration of independence for kids: If You Were a Kid at the Declaration of
Independence (1776) Sonia W. Black, 2025-02-04 What was it like to be a kid when the
Declaration of Independence was signed? In 1776, the Revolutionary War was raging in America. A
group of colonial leaders met to write and approve the Declaration of Independence. This document
officially declared America’s independence from Great Britain. Some of those who rejected British
rule were kids! Join Henry, Lavinia, and Isaac as they witness this important time in American
history. See how they use their creativity to outwit enemy soldiers and share in their excitement
when the Declaration of Independence is signed! ABOUT THIS SERIES: Step back in time to the
most relevant historical moments with the best-selling series, “If You Were a Kid”! In an exciting
blend of fiction and nonfiction, a fictionalized narrative teaches history through the eyes of kids,
while informational text introduces readers to key factual information. With engaging text,
illustrations, and photos on every page, “If You Were a Kid” will spark readers’ curiosity and
imagination, making learning about our past an accessible and unforgettable experience.
  declaration of independence for kids: A Kids' Guide to the American Revolution Kathleen
Krull, 2018-06-05 Packed with anecdotes, sidebars, quotes, and illustrations, A Kids' Guide to the



American Revolution brings vividly to life the birth of our nation. Introduce young readers to the
stakes, challenges, setbacks, and victories involved in the single most important event in our
nation’s history, the American Revolution, with this approachable book from Kathleen Krull, a
Children’s Book Guild Nonfiction Award winner. Find out what events led our young nation to go to
war with Great Britain and how the Declaration of Independence, the document that continues to
shape our civil rights, came to be. • Why did the colonists want independence from Great Britain? •
What brought on the Boston Tea Party? • How did the Declaration of Independence initially impact
women and slaves? • What did Benjamin Franklin do to convince the French to join the revolution? •
How was George Washington chosen to lead the new young country? • What elements of the
Declaration of Independence continue to be debated today? Kathleen Krull is an expert at bringing
history to life in her engaging titles and series, including Women Who Broke the Rules, Lives of . . . ,
Giants of Science, and her other books in A Kids’ Guide series, A Kids' Guide to America’s Bill of
Rights and A Kids’ Guide to America’s First Ladies.
  declaration of independence for kids: American Colonists Sign the Declaration of
Independence Marcia Amidon Lusted, 2024-08 The United States is a young country founded on
complicated ideals--ones that it still strives to fulfill. Many of those ideals were established in the
1776 Declaration of Independence--when colonists decided to separate from Great Britain. With
historical images and details about key events before and after the political separation, this book will
help kids understand the impact of the declaration on the history of the United States. Uncover the
details of events that changed your world in this Pebble Explore series.
  declaration of independence for kids: Declaration of Independence for Kid's Revised Edition
Rex Cagle, 2017-05-18
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