conflict and international politics

conflict and international politics form a critical nexus in understanding the dynamics of global
relations and state interactions. This article explores the various dimensions of how conflicts arise,
evolve, and influence the international political landscape. From the theoretical frameworks that
explain conflicts to the practical implications on diplomacy, security, and governance, a
comprehensive analysis is necessary to grasp the complexity of international affairs. The discussion
includes the role of power struggles, ideological clashes, economic interests, and the impact of
international organizations in conflict resolution. Moreover, the article addresses contemporary
challenges such as proxy wars, terrorism, and cyber conflicts that shape modern international
politics. By examining these elements, readers gain insight into the mechanisms driving state
behavior and the international system’s stability or instability. The following sections provide a
detailed exploration of these key themes.

e Theories of Conflict in International Politics

e Types and Causes of International Conflicts

e The Role of International Organizations in Conflict Management
e Impact of Conflict on Global Security and Diplomacy

e Contemporary Challenges in Conflict and International Politics

Theories of Conflict in International Politics

The study of conflict and international politics is deeply rooted in various theoretical perspectives
that explain why conflicts occur and how they influence international relations. These theories
provide frameworks for analyzing state behavior, power distributions, and the causes of disputes.

Realism and Conflict

Realism posits that international politics is primarily a struggle for power among self-interested
states. According to this theory, conflicts arise due to the anarchic nature of the international
system, where no central authority exists to enforce rules or prevent aggression. States prioritize
survival and security, leading to power competition and conflicts.

Liberalism and Conflict Resolution

Liberal theory emphasizes cooperation, international institutions, and democratic governance as
mechanisms to reduce conflict. It argues that economic interdependence, international law, and
organizations like the United Nations can facilitate peaceful conflict resolution by promoting



dialogue and mutual benefits.

Constructivism and the Role of Ideas

Constructivism highlights the importance of social constructs, identities, and norms in shaping state
behavior and conflicts. This perspective suggests that conflicts can be understood by analyzing how
states perceive each other and the international environment, which can change over time through
interactions and shared understandings.

Types and Causes of International Conflicts

Conflict and international politics encompass various forms and sources of disputes between states
and non-state actors. Understanding these types and causes is essential for effective diplomacy and
peacebuilding.

Territorial and Border Disputes

One of the most common causes of international conflict involves territorial claims and border
disagreements. These disputes arise from historical claims, resource competition, or strategic
concerns and often lead to prolonged tensions or armed confrontations.

Ideological and Political Conflicts

Conflicts driven by differing political ideologies, governance systems, or religious beliefs can
destabilize regions and provoke international involvement. The Cold War exemplified ideological
conflict between capitalism and communism influencing global politics for decades.

Economic and Resource-Based Conflicts

Competition over natural resources such as oil, minerals, and water can trigger conflicts between
countries. Economic disparities and access to critical resources often exacerbate tensions, especially
in regions with weak governance or overlapping claims.

Ethnic and Sectarian Conflicts

Ethnic and sectarian divisions within or between states can lead to violent conflicts, often fueled by
historical grievances and identity politics. Such conflicts have significant implications for regional
stability and international intervention policies.



List of Common Causes of International Conflict

e Territorial disputes and sovereignty issues

e Power imbalances and security dilemmas

e Economic competition and resource scarcity
e Ethnic, religious, and cultural differences

e Political ideology and governance conflicts

 Historical grievances and unresolved disputes

The Role of International Organizations in Conflict
Management

International organizations play a pivotal role in mitigating conflict and maintaining peace in the
global arena. Their involvement ranges from diplomatic mediation to peacekeeping and enforcement
actions.

The United Nations and Peacekeeping

The United Nations (UN) remains the primary international body responsible for conflict prevention,
peacekeeping, and post-conflict reconstruction. Through Security Council resolutions and
peacekeeping missions, the UN aims to stabilize volatile regions and facilitate negotiations.

Regional Organizations and Conflict Resolution

Regional entities such as the African Union (AU), European Union (EU), and Organization of
American States (OAS) often address conflicts within their geographic areas. These organizations
tailor their approaches to regional specificities and have increasingly taken active roles in conflict
mediation and peace enforcement.

International Law and Conflict Regulation

International law, including treaties, conventions, and customary law, establishes legal frameworks
for resolving disputes peacefully. Laws governing the use of force, human rights, and war crimes
contribute to limiting conflict severity and holding perpetrators accountable.



Impact of Conflict on Global Security and Diplomacy

The interplay between conflict and international politics profoundly affects global security dynamics
and diplomatic relations among states.

Security Dilemmas and Arms Races

Conflicts often provoke security dilemmas, where states increase their military capabilities to ensure
survival, inadvertently threatening neighbors and escalating tensions. This phenomenon can lead to
arms races and increased instability.

Diplomatic Strategies in Conflict Situations

Diplomacy serves as a critical tool for managing and resolving conflicts. States employ negotiation,
mediation, sanctions, and alliance-building to influence outcomes and maintain international order.

Consequences for Civilian Populations

Conflicts significantly impact civilian populations, causing displacement, humanitarian crises, and
long-term socio-economic disruption. International politics must address these human security
concerns alongside state-centric security issues.

Contemporary Challenges in Conflict and International
Politics

Modern international politics faces evolving challenges that complicate the nature and resolution of
conflicts worldwide.

Proxy Wars and Indirect Conflicts

States increasingly engage in indirect conflicts by supporting proxy forces or militias in third-party
countries, complicating conflict dynamics and prolonging violence. These proxy wars reflect broader
geopolitical rivalries without direct state confrontation.

Terrorism and Non-State Actors

The rise of terrorism and transnational insurgent groups has transformed conflict paradigms,
requiring new international cooperation strategies to combat asymmetric threats effectively.



Cyber Conflicts and Information Warfare

Cybersecurity concerns and information warfare have emerged as critical components of
international conflict. States use cyber attacks and disinformation campaigns to undermine
adversaries without traditional military engagement.

Climate Change and Resource Conflicts

Environmental changes driven by climate change exacerbate resource scarcity, contributing to
conflicts over water, arable land, and migration pressures. Addressing these issues is increasingly
vital in international political agendas.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main causes of conflict in international politics?

The main causes of conflict in international politics include territorial disputes, resource
competition, ideological differences, power imbalances, historical grievances, and national security
concerns.

How does the concept of sovereignty influence international
conflicts?

Sovereignty, which refers to a state's authority over its territory and independence from external
interference, often influences international conflicts as states seek to protect their territorial
integrity and political autonomy, sometimes leading to disputes or wars when sovereignty is
challenged.

What role do international organizations play in resolving
conflicts?

International organizations like the United Nations, NATO, and the African Union play critical roles
in conflict resolution by facilitating dialogue, deploying peacekeeping missions, mediating
negotiations, imposing sanctions, and promoting international law to maintain peace and security.

How has globalization affected international conflicts?

Globalization has increased interdependence among countries, which can both reduce conflicts by
raising the costs of war and create new tensions through economic competition, cultural clashes,
and the spread of transnational threats like terrorism and cyber warfare.

What is the significance of power dynamics in international



politics?

Power dynamics, including military strength, economic influence, and diplomatic leverage, shape
international politics by determining how states interact, form alliances, and resolve conflicts, often
influencing the balance of power and the potential for cooperation or confrontation.

How do non-state actors impact conflicts in international
politics?

Non-state actors such as terrorist groups, multinational corporations, and international NGOs
impact conflicts by influencing political agendas, providing resources, engaging in violence or
peacebuilding, and sometimes challenging state authority and traditional diplomatic processes.

What strategies are commonly used in international conflict
resolution?

Common strategies include diplomacy and negotiation, mediation and arbitration, peacekeeping
operations, economic sanctions, confidence-building measures, and, in some cases, military
intervention to restore peace and stability.

How does cyber warfare influence modern international
conflicts?

Cyber warfare introduces new dimensions to international conflicts by enabling states and non-state
actors to conduct espionage, disrupt critical infrastructure, spread misinformation, and undermine
political processes without traditional military engagement, complicating conflict dynamics and
response strategies.

Additional Resources

1. The Tragedy of Great Power Politics

This seminal work by John Mearsheimer explores the concept of offensive realism in international
relations. Mearsheimer argues that great powers are inherently driven to achieve regional
hegemony to ensure their survival. The book provides deep insights into the causes of conflict and
competition among powerful states, emphasizing the anarchic nature of the international system.

2. On War

Written by Carl von Clausewitz, this classic treatise remains one of the most influential works on
military strategy and theory. Clausewitz examines the complex relationship between war, politics,
and society, famously describing war as "the continuation of politics by other means." His analysis
helps readers understand the strategic dimensions of conflict and the interplay between military
force and political objectives.

3. The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order

Samuel P. Huntington presents a provocative thesis that future conflicts will be driven less by
ideology or economics and more by cultural and civilizational identities. The book argues that the
world is divided into distinct civilizations whose differing values and beliefs are sources of tension



and conflict. Huntington’s work has sparked extensive debate on the role of culture in international
politics.

4. International Conflict: Logic and Evidence

This book by Paul D. Senese and John A. Vasquez offers a rigorous analysis of the causes and
dynamics of international conflict. Combining theoretical frameworks with empirical data, the
authors explore patterns of war, peace, and diplomacy. It is a valuable resource for understanding
how different factors contribute to the escalation or resolution of conflicts.

5. The Cold War: A New History

John Lewis Gaddis provides a comprehensive and accessible account of the Cold War era, examining
the ideological, political, and military dimensions of the conflict. The book discusses how the rivalry
between the United States and the Soviet Union shaped global politics for nearly half a century.
Gaddis also explores the strategies and decision-making processes that influenced this prolonged
period of tension.

6. War and Peace in International Rivalry

Peter B. Evans investigates the conditions under which international rivalries escalate into war or
are resolved peacefully. Through detailed case studies, the book identifies factors such as power
asymmetry, communication, and third-party interventions that affect conflict outcomes. It provides
practical insights into conflict management and international diplomacy.

7. Understanding International Conflicts: An Introduction to Theory and History

Joseph Nye offers a balanced overview of the key theories and historical cases related to
international conflicts. The book covers realism, liberalism, and constructivism, helping readers
grasp different perspectives on why conflicts arise and how they can be managed. Nye’s clear
explanations make complex international relations concepts accessible to students and general
readers alike.

8. The Global Cold War: Third World Interventions and the Making of Our Times

Odd Arne Westad explores how the Cold War extended beyond the US-Soviet rivalry to deeply affect
conflicts in Asia, Africa, and Latin America. The book highlights the role of superpower interventions
in shaping local and regional wars during the Cold War period. Westad’s analysis broadens
understanding of international politics by linking global ideological struggles with local conflicts.

9. Peace and Conflict Studies

Edited by David P. Barash and Charles P. Webel, this comprehensive textbook covers the
interdisciplinary field of peace and conflict studies. It addresses the causes of conflict, strategies for
conflict resolution, and the promotion of peace at both international and community levels. The
volume includes contributions from various scholars, offering diverse viewpoints on managing and
preventing violence worldwide.
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conflict and international politics: Ethnic Conflict and International Politics: Explaining
Diffusion and Escalation S. Lobell, P. Mauceri, 2004-01-16 Combining theoretical analyzes with
case studies, this book increases understanding of the internationalization, diffusion and escalation
of ethnic conflict. The essays stand at the nexus of comparative politics and international relations,
examining the influence on ethnic conflict of the weakening of state institutional structures, the role
of non-state regional and international actors, changes in the ethnic balance of power, and the
degree of economic, social, and cultural integration within the regional or global system. The variety
of approaches provides useful analytical tools for students, while the diversity of cases from different
regions gives the reader a sense of the scope of such problems.

conflict and international politics: Understanding Ethnic Conflict Ray Taras, Rajat
Ganguly, 2006 The completely updated edition of this groundbreaking text provides students with a
clear analytical framework for understanding ethnic conflicts and how they affect international
relations. This text surveys theories of nationalism and ethnic conflict and tests their applicability to
a number of contemporary cases: the more confident nationalism of Putin's Russia, the
intensification of ethnic war in Sri Lanka, and the struggle to change the face of nationalism in the
former Yugoslavia, to name just a few. After a look at the sources of nationalist conflict in a country,
each case study then asks how the international system reacted. Taken as a whole, the book
examines how successful the international system has been in managing the many ethnic conflicts
that erupted after the Cold War. This updated edition reflects all recent world events, as well as the
latest scholarship in the field.

conflict and international politics: Inquiry, Logic, and International Politics Benjamin A.
Most, Harvey Starr, 2015-09-29 Through the use of logic, simulation, and empirical data, Benjamin
A. Most and Harvey Starr develop and demonstrate a nuanced and more appropriate
conceptualization of explanation in international relations and foreign policy in Inquiry, Logic, and
International Politics. They demonstrate that a concern with the logical underpinnings of research
raises a series of theoretical, conceptual, and epistemological issues that must be addressed if
theory and research design are to meet the challenges of cumulation in the study of international
relations (or any area of social science). The authors argue for understanding the critical, yet subtle,
interplay of the elements with a research triad composed of theory, logic, and method.

conflict and international politics: Ethnic Conflict and International Politics Steven E. Lobell,
Philip Mauceri, 2004-01-17 Combining theoretical analyses with case studies, this book increases
understanding of the internationalization, diffusion and escalation of ethnic conflict. The essays
stand at the nexus of comparative politics and international relations, examining the influence on
ethnic conflict of the weakening of state institutional structures, the role of non-state regional and
international actors, changes in the ethnic balance of power, and the degree of economic, social, and
cultural integration within the regional or global system. The variety of approaches provides useful
analytical tools for students, while the diversity of cases from different regions gives the reader a
sense of the scope of such problems.

conflict and international politics: The Arab-Israeli Conflict Transformed Hemda
Ben-Yehuda, Shmuel Sandler, 2002-04-04 Makes the perhaps surprising argument that in the last
quarter of the twentieth century the Arab-Israeli conflict has been winding down.

conflict and international politics: The SAGE Handbook of European Foreign Policy Knud
Erik Jorgensen, Aasne Kalland Aarstad, Edith Drieskens, Katie Laatikainen, Ben Tonra, 2015-04-30
During the last two decades the study of European foreign policy has experienced remarkable
growth, presumably reflecting a more significant international role of the European Union. The
Union has significantly expanded its policy portfolio and though empty symbolic politics still exists,
the Union’s international relations have become more substantial and its foreign policy more
focused. European foreign policy has become a dynamic policy area, being adapted to changing
challenges and environments, such as the Arab Spring, new emerging economies/powers; the crisis
of multilateralism and much more. The SAGE Handbook of European Foreign Policy, Two-Volume



set, is a major reference work for Foreign Policy Programmes around the world. The Handbook is
designed to be accessible to graduate and postgraduate students in a wide variety of disciplines
across the humanities and social sciences. Both volumes are structured to address areas of critical
concern to scholars at the cutting edge of all major dimensions of foreign policy. The volumes are
composed of original chapters written specifically to the following themes: - Research traditions and
historical experience - Theoretical perspectives - EU actors - State actors - Societal actors - The
politics of European foreign policy - Bilateral relations - Relations with multilateral institutions -
Individual policies - Transnational challenges The Handbook will be an essential reference for both
advanced students and scholars.

conflict and international politics: International Politics Scott P. Handler, Robert T.
Person, 2020-12-23 Why do states do what they do? Who are the relevant nonstate actors in
international politics and why do they do what they do? What causes conflict and cooperation in the
international system? These are some of the most basic questions that the discipline of International
Relations (IR) seeks to answer; they are also the questions that drive the objectives, organization
and content of this book. International Politics: Classic and Contemporary Readings, Second Edition
seeks to help students engage critically with some of the world’s most challenging questions through
the use of leading classic and contemporary scholarship in the field of international relations. The
first five chapters of the book explore the leading theoretical traditions in international relations,
while subsequent chapters explore the themes of international security, international political
economy, and contemporary challenges in international relations. This organization makes the book
easy to use as standalone text or alongside core text. Class-tested on over 10,000 students in the last
decade, this text was built from the ground up to introduce students to the traditions and new
foundations of international relations as well to the principles of intellectually rigorous thought.

conflict and international politics: Conflict and the Environment N.P. Gleditsch, 2013-04-17
Nils Petter Gleditsch International Peace Research Institute, Oslo (PRIO) & Department of Sociology
and Political Science, Norwegian University of Science and Technology, Trond heim This book could
hardly have happened but for the end of the Cold War. The decline of the East-West conflict has
opened up the arena for increased attention to other lines of conflict, in Europe and at the global
level. Environmental disruption, not a new phenomenon by any means, is a chief beneficiary of the
shift in priorities in the public debate. The Scientific and Environmental Affairs Divi sion of NATO
has moved with the times and has defined environmental security as one of its priority areas for
cooperation with Central and Eastern Europe and countries of the former Soviet Union. This book is
the main output of an Advanced Research Workshop (ARW), held in Bolkesjl/l, Norway, 12-16 June
1996. I would like to acknowledge the personal support of L. Veiga da Cunha, Director of the Priority
Area on Environmental Security. Research on these issues is now very much a collaborative effort
across former lines of division in Europe. NATO encourages, indeed requires, that this be reflected
in the composition of the participants, as well as the organizing committee. This meeting was
organized by a group of five people from five different countries: Lothar Brock (Germany), Nils
Petter Gleditsch (Norway), Thomas Homer-Dixon (Canada), Renat Perelet (Co-Director, Russia), and
Evan Vlachos (USA).

conflict and international politics: International Politics and the Environment Ronald B
Mitchell, 2010 This title provides graduate students with a sophisticated overview of this
increasingly important field, outlining the causes of international environmental problems and
assessing the ways in which political responses have been formulated, implemented and evaluated.

conflict and international politics: The New Constructivism in International Relations Theory
David M. McCourt, 2023-06-13 Tracing constructivist work on culture, identity and norms within the
historical, geographical and professional contexts of world politics, this book makes the case for new
constructivist approaches to international relations scholarship.

conflict and international politics: Ethnic conflict and international relations , 1990

conflict and international politics: International Conflict in the Asia-Pacific Jacob Bercovitch,
Mikio Oishi, 2010-06-23 This book analyses four major long-standing and intractable conflicts in the




Asia-Pacific region (the Korean Peninsula; the Taiwan Strait; the South China Sea (Spratly Islands);
and India-Pakistan), and aims to identify the mechanisms used to manage these conflicts.
International Conflict in the Asia-Pacific brings together in one volume four major international
conflicts that have shaped the region, and studies how they evolved and how best to manage them.
The book seeks to find a pattern common to the four conflicts and their management as well as
taking note of variations among them, hereby aiming to establish what might be called the
'Asia-Pacific way of managing intractable conflicts'. This book will of much interest to students of
international conflict management, Asian politics, security studies and IR in general. Jacob
Bercovitch is Professor of International Relations in the Political Science Department at the
University of Canterbury in New Zealand. Widely regarded as one of the most influential scholars in
the field of international conflict resolution, he is author of more than 15 books and numerous
articles. Mikio Oishi is a Visiting Fellow with the National Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies
(NCPACS), University of Otago and a Research Fellow with Political Science Programme of
University of Canterbury.

conflict and international politics: Coercive Sanctions and International Conflicts Mark
Daniel Jaeger, 2018-05-11 Perhaps the most common question raised in the literature on coercive
international sanctions is: Do sanctions work? Unsurprisingly, the answer to such a sweeping
question remains inconclusive. However, even the widely-presumed logic of coercive sanctions - that
economic impact translates into effective political pressure - is not the primary driver of conflict
developments. Furthermore, existing rationalist-economistic approaches neglect one of the most
striking differences seen across sanctions conflicts: the occurrence of positive sanctions or their
combination with negative sanctions, implicitly taking them as logically indifferent. Instead of asking
whether sanctions work, this book addresses a more basic question: How do coercive international
sanctions work, and more substantially, what are the social conditions within sanctions conflicts that
are conducive to either cooperation or non-cooperation? Arguing that coercive sanctions and
international conflicts are relational, socially-constructed facts, the author explores the
(de-)escalation of sanctions conflicts from a sociological perspective. Whether sanctions are
conducive to either cooperation or non-cooperation depends on the one hand on the meaning they
acquire for opponents as inducing decisions upon mutual conflict. On the other hand, negative
sanctions, positive sanctions, or their combination each contribute differently to the way in which
opponents perceive conflict, and to its potential transformation. Thus, it is premature to ‘predict’ the
political effectiveness of sanctions simply based on economic impact. The book presents analyses of
the sanctions conflicts between China and Taiwan and over Iran’s nuclear program, illustrating how
negative sanctions, positive sanctions, and their combination made a distinct contribution to conflict
development and prospects for cooperation. It will be of great interest to researchers, postgraduates
and academics in the fields of international relations, sanctions, international security and
international political sociology.

conflict and international politics: Conflict and Order Forest L. Grieves, 1977

conflict and international politics: Handbook of Research Methods in International
Relations Huddleston, R. ]J., Jamieson, Thomas, James, Patrick, 2022-08-05 Drawing together
international experts on research methods in International Relations (IR), this Handbook answers
the complex practical questions for those approaching a new research topic for the first time.
Innovative in its approach, it considers the art of IR research as well as the science, offering diverse
perspectives on current research methods and emerging developments in the field.

conflict and international politics: The Political Economy of War and Peace Murray Wolfson,
2012-12-06 cancer n. any malignant tumor . . . Metastasis may occur via the bloodstream or the
lymphatic channels or across body cavities . . . setting up secondary tumors . . . Each individual
primary tumor has its own pattern . . . There are probably many causative factors . . . Treatment. . .
depends on the type of tumor, the site of the primary tumor and the extent of the spread. (Oxford
Concise Medical Dictionary 1996, 97) Let us begin by stating the obvious. Acts of organized violence
are not necessarily of human nature, but they are endogenous events arising within the an intrinsic




part evolution of complex systems of social interaction. To be sure, all wars have features in common
- people are killed and property is destroyed - but in their origin wars are likely to be at least as
different as the social structures from which they arise. Consequently, it is unlikely that there can be
a simple theory of the causes of war or the maintenance of peace. The fact that wars are historical
events need not discourage us. On the contrary, we should focus our understanding of the
dimensions of each conflict, or classes of conflict, on the conjuncture of causes at hand. It follows
that the study of conflict must be an interdisciplinary one. It is or a penchant for eclecticism that
leads to that conclusion, but the not humility multi-dimensionality of war itself.

conflict and international politics: Ethnic Conflict and International Politics in the Middle
East Workshop on Ethnic and Religious Conflict in the Middle East, 1999 This volume argues that
ethnic conflicts are built into the regional system of the Middle East, frequently encouraged as an
aspect of international strategy, and cannot be managed without changing the system itself. The
authors challenge assumptions of studies of ethnic conflict.

conflict and international politics: The Self-determination of Minorities in International
Politics Alexis Heraclides, 2012-11-12 Published in 1991, The Self-determination of Minorities in
International Politics is a valuable contribution to the field of Politics.

conflict and international politics: The Structure of International Conflict Christopher Roger
Mitchell, 1981 What constitutes a 'conflict' between human groups, organisations or countries? How
do people perceive and behave in conflicts? How do conflicts come to an end and what part can
outsiders play in settling them or making them less damaging? The present work seeks to answer
such questions.

conflict and international politics: Religion in World Conflict Jonathan Fox, Shmeul Sandler,
2014-02-04 This new book tackles two crucial questions: First, how does religion in its various forms
and manifestations influence world politics? Second, how will adding religion to the discourse on
international relations modify our theoretical understanding? Each of these leading authors
addresses different aspects of these questions in different contexts providing a diverse and
multifaceted view of the topic. Susanna Pearce and Tanja Ellingsen examine the religious causes of
conflict on the macro-level. Several of the contributors focus on specific conflicts. The Gaurav Ghose
and Patrick James examine the Kashmir conflict from the Pakistani perspective and Carolyn James
and Ozgur. Ozdamar examine it from the Indian perspective. Similarly Hillel Frisch examines the
Palestinian-ISraeli conflict from the Palestinian perspective and Jonathan Rynhold examines it from
the Israeli perspective. Finally, two of the authors examine other important issues. Stuart Cohen
examines the evolution of the religious view of war in the Jewish tradition and Yehudit Auerbach
examines whether can play a role in conflict resolution and reconciliation. These assessments deliver
fascinating conclusions. This book was previously published as a Special Issue of Terrorism and
Violence.
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