
cognitive psychology concepts
cognitive psychology concepts are fundamental to understanding how humans perceive, think,
remember, and learn. These concepts form the backbone of cognitive psychology, a branch of
psychology focused on studying mental processes such as attention, memory, language, problem-
solving, and decision-making. By exploring key cognitive psychology concepts, researchers and
practitioners can better understand human behavior, improve educational techniques, and develop
effective therapeutic interventions. This article delves into essential cognitive psychology concepts,
including perception, memory systems, attention mechanisms, language processing, and problem-
solving strategies. Each section provides detailed explanations and examples to clarify these
complex psychological processes. The discussion also highlights the relevance of these concepts in
real-world applications and ongoing cognitive research. Below is a comprehensive overview of the
main topics covered in this article.

Perception and Cognitive Processing

Memory Systems and Models

Attention and Cognitive Control

Language and Cognitive Psychology

Problem-Solving and Decision-Making

Perception and Cognitive Processing
Perception is one of the core cognitive psychology concepts that involves interpreting sensory
information to understand the environment. It is the first step in the cognitive process, where raw
sensory data is organized and transformed into meaningful experiences. Perception is not a passive
reception but an active process influenced by prior knowledge, expectations, and context.

Sensory Input and Interpretation
Sensory input from the eyes, ears, skin, and other organs provides the raw data for perception. The
brain processes this information through complex neural mechanisms to create coherent
representations of objects, events, and spatial relationships. This process involves pattern
recognition, depth perception, and object identification, all essential for navigating the world
effectively.

Top-Down and Bottom-Up Processing
Cognitive psychology concepts emphasize two major pathways in perception: bottom-up and top-
down processing. Bottom-up processing starts with sensory data moving upwards to higher cognitive



levels, while top-down processing uses prior knowledge and expectations to interpret sensory
information. Both mechanisms work interactively to shape perception.

Perceptual Organization
Gestalt principles are key cognitive psychology concepts related to how individuals organize sensory
stimuli into meaningful patterns. Principles like figure-ground, similarity, proximity, and closure
explain how the brain groups elements to form coherent wholes, facilitating efficient perception and
cognitive processing.

Memory Systems and Models
Memory is a fundamental cognitive psychology concept that encompasses the processes involved in
encoding, storing, and retrieving information. Understanding memory systems helps explain how
humans retain knowledge over time and apply it to various cognitive tasks.

Types of Memory
Memory is commonly divided into three main types: sensory memory, short-term (or working)
memory, and long-term memory. Sensory memory holds fleeting impressions of sensory information,
short-term memory temporarily stores and manipulates information, and long-term memory retains
information for extended periods.

Working Memory Model
The working memory model, a vital cognitive psychology concept, expands on short-term memory by
describing a system with multiple components. These include the phonological loop for auditory
information, the visuospatial sketchpad for visual data, the central executive for attentional control,
and the episodic buffer for integrating information.

Long-Term Memory Systems
Long-term memory is subdivided into explicit (declarative) and implicit (non-declarative) memory.
Explicit memory involves conscious recall of facts and events, while implicit memory includes skills
and conditioned responses. Episodic and semantic memory are subtypes of explicit memory,
differentiating personal experiences from general knowledge.

Memory Processes and Models
Key cognitive psychology concepts also cover stages of memory processing: encoding, storage, and
retrieval. Models such as the multi-store model and levels of processing theory provide frameworks
for understanding how information flows through memory systems, influencing recall and forgetting.



Attention and Cognitive Control
Attention is a central cognitive psychology concept that refers to the selective focus on specific
stimuli while ignoring others. It plays a critical role in managing cognitive resources and enabling
efficient information processing.

Types of Attention
Attention can be classified into selective, sustained, divided, and alternating attention. Selective
attention involves focusing on one stimulus while filtering out distractions. Sustained attention
refers to maintaining focus over time, divided attention manages multiple tasks simultaneously, and
alternating attention switches focus between tasks.

Attentional Theories
Theories such as Broadbent’s filter model and Treisman’s attenuation model explain how attention
filters sensory input. These cognitive psychology concepts describe mechanisms by which irrelevant
information is blocked or weakened, allowing important stimuli to receive cognitive processing.

Executive Functions and Cognitive Control
Executive functions include higher-order cognitive processes like planning, inhibition, and task
switching. Cognitive control enables individuals to regulate attention, resist distractions, and adjust
behavior according to goals, making it an essential concept in understanding attention.

Language and Cognitive Psychology
Language processing is a vital area within cognitive psychology concepts, encompassing how
humans comprehend, produce, and acquire language. This domain bridges cognitive functions with
communication and social interaction.

Language Comprehension
Language comprehension involves decoding spoken or written input into meaningful units.
Processes such as phonological processing, syntactic parsing, and semantic interpretation are
crucial for understanding language content and context.

Language Production
Language production includes conceptualizing thoughts, formulating sentences, and articulating
speech. Cognitive psychology concepts in this area study how mental representations are
transformed into verbal expressions and how errors like slips of the tongue occur.



Language Acquisition
Cognitive psychology also explores how individuals learn language, focusing on stages from infancy
to adulthood. Theories such as the nativist perspective and usage-based models explain mechanisms
driving language development and cognitive growth.

Bilingualism and Cognitive Effects
Bilingualism is an important cognitive psychology concept examining how managing two or more
languages influences cognitive functions. Research shows bilingual individuals often exhibit
enhanced executive control and cognitive flexibility.

Problem-Solving and Decision-Making
Problem-solving and decision-making are advanced cognitive psychology concepts involving the
application of knowledge and reasoning to reach goals or select among alternatives. These processes
are critical for adaptive behavior in complex environments.

Problem-Solving Strategies
Common strategies include trial and error, algorithms, heuristics, and insight. Heuristics are mental
shortcuts that simplify decision-making but may lead to biases. Insight involves sudden realization of
a problem’s solution, highlighting the creative aspect of cognition.

Decision-Making Models
Models such as the rational choice theory and bounded rationality explain how decisions are made
under conditions of certainty and uncertainty. These cognitive psychology concepts emphasize the
role of information processing limitations and cognitive biases in decision outcomes.

Cognitive Biases in Decision-Making
Biases like confirmation bias, anchoring, and availability heuristic affect how individuals evaluate
information and make choices. Understanding these biases is essential for improving judgment and
reducing errors in cognitive tasks.

Metacognition and Problem-Solving
Metacognition, or thinking about thinking, involves awareness and regulation of one’s cognitive
processes during problem-solving. It enhances the ability to monitor progress, adjust strategies, and
improve overall cognitive performance.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is cognitive psychology?
Cognitive psychology is the branch of psychology that studies mental processes such as perception,
memory, reasoning, problem-solving, and language.

What are the main areas studied in cognitive psychology?
The main areas include attention, perception, memory, language processing, problem-solving,
decision-making, and learning.

How does cognitive psychology differ from behaviorism?
Cognitive psychology focuses on internal mental processes, while behaviorism emphasizes
observable behaviors and external stimuli.

What is the role of working memory in cognitive psychology?
Working memory is a cognitive system responsible for temporarily holding and manipulating
information necessary for complex tasks like reasoning, learning, and comprehension.

What is the significance of the cognitive load theory?
Cognitive load theory explains how the amount of information processed in working memory affects
learning and problem-solving efficiency.

How do schemas function in cognitive psychology?
Schemas are mental frameworks that help organize and interpret information based on prior
knowledge and experience.

What is the difference between explicit and implicit memory?
Explicit memory involves conscious recollection of information, while implicit memory refers to



unconscious memory influences, such as skills or conditioned responses.

How do cognitive biases impact decision-making?
Cognitive biases are systematic errors in thinking that affect judgments and decisions, often leading
to irrational or suboptimal outcomes.

Additional Resources
1. Thinking, Fast and Slow
Written by Daniel Kahneman, this book explores the dual systems of thought: the fast, intuitive
system and the slow, deliberate system. Kahneman delves into how these systems shape our
judgments and decision-making processes. It provides insights into cognitive biases and heuristics
that influence everyday thinking.

2. How the Mind Works
Steven Pinker offers a comprehensive overview of cognitive psychology and evolutionary psychology
in this book. He explains complex mental processes such as perception, memory, and reasoning with
engaging examples. The book aims to unravel the mysteries of the human mind from a scientific
perspective.

3. Memory: From Mind to Molecules
Authored by Larry R. Squire and Eric R. Kandel, this text bridges cognitive psychology and
neuroscience to explain how memory functions. It covers different types of memory, their biological
bases, and how memories are formed and retrieved. The book is a valuable resource for
understanding the interplay between brain and cognition.

4. Cognitive Psychology: A Student's Handbook
This widely used textbook by Michael W. Eysenck provides an in-depth introduction to cognitive
psychology. It covers topics including perception, attention, language, problem-solving, and
decision-making. The book combines theory with practical examples and research findings, making it
ideal for students.

5. The Psychology of Thinking: Reasoning, Decision-Making and Problem-Solving
Robert J. Sternberg offers a detailed examination of higher-order cognitive processes such as
reasoning and problem-solving. He discusses various models and theories that explain how people
make decisions and solve problems. The book integrates experimental research with real-world
applications.

6. Mindware: Tools for Smart Thinking
Richard E. Nisbett explores cognitive tools and strategies that can improve reasoning and decision-
making. The book explains common cognitive errors and offers practical advice to avoid them. It is
designed to help readers develop better critical thinking skills.

7. The Cognitive Neurosciences
Edited by Michael S. Gazzaniga, this comprehensive volume brings together research on the neural
mechanisms underlying cognitive functions. It covers perception, language, memory, attention, and
consciousness. The book is essential for those interested in the biological foundations of cognitive
psychology.



8. Situated Cognition: On Human Knowledge and Computer Representations
Edited by Philip Robbins and Murat Aydede, this collection addresses the concept that cognition is
deeply influenced by the environment and context. It challenges traditional views by emphasizing
the role of interaction and embodiment in cognitive processes. The essays explore theoretical and
practical implications for cognitive psychology.

9. Attention and Effort
Daniel Kahneman investigates the relationship between attention and mental effort in this classic
work. He proposes models explaining how cognitive resources are allocated during tasks requiring
concentration. The book provides foundational knowledge on how attention influences cognitive
performance.
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  cognitive psychology concepts: Knowledge Concepts and Categories Koen Lamberts, David
Shanks, 2013-10-28 Knowledge, Concepts and Categories brings together an overview of recent
research on concepts and knowledge that abstracts across a variety of specific fields of cognitive
psychology. Readers will find data from many different areas: developmental psychology, formal
modelling, neuropsychology, connectionism, philosophy, and so on. The book can be divided into
three parts. Chapters 1 to 5 each contain a thorough and systematic review of a significant aspect of
research on concepts and categories. Chapters 6 to 9 are concerned primarily with issues related to
the taxonomy of human knowledge. Finally, Chapters 10 to 12 discuss formal models of
categorization and function learning. The purpose of these three chapters is to provide a few
examples of current formal modelling of conceptual behaviour. Knowledge, Concepts and Categories
will be welcomed by students and researchers in cognitive psychology and related areas as an
unusually wide-ranging and authoritative review of an important subfield of psychology.
  cognitive psychology concepts: Cognition Stephen K. Reed, 1982 Brings to life topics and
theories of cognition and shows the impact of cognitive theories on other fields of psychology.
Practical coverage of cognitive neuroscience focuses on how localization of cognitive processes gives
insight on function. This fifth edition includes new coverage of neuroscience, plus online cognitive
demonstrations at a Web site. Learning features include questions and key terms. A separate study
guide contains strategies for increasing comprehension and memory, and outlines of each chapter in
the text, along with questions and answers.
  cognitive psychology concepts: Cognitive Psychology For Dummies Peter J. Hills, Michael
Pake, 2016-03-15 Demystify the core concepts of cognitive psychology Written specifically for
psychology students – and not other academics - Cognitive Psychology For Dummies is an accessible
and entertaining introduction to the field. Unlike the dense and jargon-laden content found in most
psychology textbooks, this practical guide provides readers with easy-to-understand explanations of
the fundamental elements of cognitive psychology so that they are able obtain a firm grasp of the
material. Cognitive Psychology For Dummies follows the structure of a typical university course,
which makes it the perfect supplement for students in need of a clear and enjoyable overview of the
topic. The complexities of a field that explores internal mental processes – including the study of
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how people perceive, remember, think, speak, and solve problems – can be overwhelming for
first-year psychology students. This practical resource cuts through the academic-speak to provide a
clear understanding of the most important elements of cognitive psychology. Obtain a practical
understanding of the core concepts of cognitive psychology Supplement required course reading
with clear and easy-to-understand overviews Gain confidence in your ability to apply your knowledge
of cognitive psychology Prepare for upcoming exams or topic discussions Cognitive Psychology For
Dummies is the perfect resource for psychology students who need a clear and readable overview of
the core concepts of cognitive psychology.
  cognitive psychology concepts: Fundamentals of Cognitive Psychology Ronald T. Kellogg,
2015-01-07 With its reader-friendly style, this concise text offers a solid introduction to the
fundamental concepts of cognitive psychology. Covering neuroimaging, emotion, and cognitive
development, author Ronald T. Kellogg integrates the latest developments in cognitive neuroscience
for a cutting-edge exploration of the field today. With new pedagogy, relevant examples, and an
expanded full-color insert, Fundamentals of Cognitive Psychology, Third Edition is sure to engage
students interested in an accessible and applied approach to cognitive psychology.
  cognitive psychology concepts: Cognitive Psychology Robert L. Solso, M. Kimberly MacLin,
Otto H. MacLin, 2005 New Technology for Solso/MacLin/MacLin's Cognitive Psychology, Seventh
Edition CogSim is a multimedia simulation resource that can be used as a supplement to your course
in Cognitive Psychology to engage students and to reinforce learning. With simulations designed to
illustrate the key concepts in Cognitive Psychology, CogSim helps students to better understand and
retain information from your course. Powered by CourseCompass(TM), CogSim also contains a
complete suite of course management tools to help you administer your course. In addition to
exciting simulations, students have unlimited access to Research Navigator(TM), Allyn & Bacon's
online database of journals and periodicals to help them research important topics in psychology.
Research Navigator(TM) contains peer reviewed journals and magazines, as well as archived
editions of The New York Times and the Financial Times. Simulations in CogSim How Good Is Your
Cognitive Map? Distinguishing Dependent and Independent Variables. Distinguishing Figure from
Ground. Experiencing the Stroop Effect. The Serial Position Curve. The Mind's Organization of
Conceptual Knowledge. Lexical Bias in Slips of the Tongue. How Good Is Your Memory for Stories?
Intuition and Discovery in Problem Solving. Anchoring and Adjustment in Problem Solving. For more
information, contact your local Allyn & Bacon publisher's representative today!
  cognitive psychology concepts: Trends in Cognitive Psychology Serge P. Shohov, 2002
Cognitive psychology is concerned with several mental processes, including those involved in
perception, attention, learning, memory, problem solving, decision making and the use of language.
It is often said that cognitive psychology tries to understand how people represent their experience
and then use these representations to operate effectively. Cognitive psychology holds that people
are not passive organisms whose mental representations are simple or direct reflections of the
outside world. Rater, they are active processors of environmental events, and as such they bring
their past knowledge and their biases to bear on how they perceive and understand all current
events. Thus perceiving, imagining, thinking, remembering, forming concepts, and solving problems,
indeed all aspects of people's mental lives, define the domain of cognitive exploration. This book
presents important research which was carefully selected and screened for both current relevance
and long-term advancement of the field.
  cognitive psychology concepts: Handbook of Learning and Cognitive Processes (Volume
1) W. Estes, 2014-06-20 From the Foreword: Is it possible at present to identify a core cluster of
theoretical ideas, concepts, and methods with which everyone working in the area of learning and
cognition needs to be familiar? Would it be possible to make explicit the relationships that we feel do
or must exist among the various subspecialties, ranging from conditioning through perceptual
learning and memory to psycholinguistics, and to present these in a sufficiently organized way to
help specialists and non-specialists alike in relating particular lines of research to the broader
spectrum of activity? These questions were posed to a substantial number of investigators who are



currently most active in developing the ideas and doing the research. Their response constitutes this
Handbook... First published in 1975, Volume 1 of this Handbook attempts to present an overview of
the field and to introduce the principal theoretical and methodological issues that will persistently
recur in the expanded treatments of specific research areas that comprise the later volumes.
Deferring to the current Zeitgeist rather than to chronology, they begin with the present state of
cognitive psychology, then introduce the comparative approach, and conclude this volume with a
rapid, three-chapter review of the evolution of ideas from conditioning to information processing.
  cognitive psychology concepts: Cognitive Psychology Lawrence W. Barsalou, 2014-02-25
This text presents the basic concepts of modern cognitive psychology in a succinct and accessible
manner. Empirical results, theoretical developments, and current issues are woven around basic
concepts to produce coherent accounts of research areas. Barsalou's primary goal is to equip
readers with a conceptual vocabulary that acquaints them with the general approach of cognitive
psychology and allows them to follow more technical discussions elsewhere. In meeting this goal, he
discusses the traditional work central to modern thinking and reviews current work relevant to
cognitive science. Besides focusing on research and theory in cognitive psychology, Barsalou also
addresses its fundamental assumptions. Because the cognitive approach to psychology is somewhat
subtle, often misunderstood, and sometimes controversial, it is essential for a text on cognitive
psychology to address the assumptions that underlie it. Therefore, three of the eleven chapters
address the meta- assumptions that govern research and theory in cognitive psychology. These
meta-chapters provide a deeper understanding of the content areas and a clearer vision of what
cognitive psychologists are trying to accomplish. The remaining eight content chapters cover the
central topics in cognitive psychology. This book will be of value to a variety of audiences. Ideal for
researchers in computer science, linguistics, philosophy, anthropology, and neuroscience who wish
to acquaint themselves with cognitive psychology, it may also be used as a text for courses in
cognitive science and cognitive psychology. Lay readers who wish to learn about the cognitive
approach to scientific psychology will also find the volume useful.
  cognitive psychology concepts: Lines of Thought Lance J. Rips, 2011 Lines of Thought
addresses how we are able to think about abstract possibilities: How can we think about math,
despite the immateriality of numbers, sets, and other mathematical entities? How are we able to
think about what might have happened if history had taken a different turn? Questions like these
turn up in nearly every part of cognitive science, and they are central to our human position of
having only limited knowledge concerning what is or might be true. Because we cannot experience
hypothetical or future events or abstract concepts, we cannot use our ordinary sense of perception
or memory to think about these subjects, so what underlies our ability to make these
assumptions?Lance Rips explores people's beliefs about possibilities as they arise in the context of
basic concepts, including numbers, causality, and reasons. He argues that beliefs about these
concepts cannot be meaningfully reduced to perceptual information, remembered instances, or
probabilities. He also claims that analogies to cognitive perception models are equally unhelpful in
understanding what makes thinking of possibilities possible. Instead, he makes the case that our
abilities here depend on the intrinsic hardwiring of the human mind.Lines of Thought provides an
overview and a point of view on research in higher-level cognitive science, integrating theories from
psychology, philosophy, and linguistics. The book is written in an accessible style that will provide
students with essential background for their own thoughts about this domain.
  cognitive psychology concepts: Core Knowledge and Conceptual Change David Barner,
Andrew Scott Baron, 2016-06-30 We acquire concepts such as atom, force, integer, and democracy
long after we are born; these concepts are not part of the initial cognitive state of human beings.
Other concepts like object, cause, or agent may be present early in infancy--if not innately. Processes
of change occur throughout our conceptual development, which prompts two key questions: Which
human concepts constitute innate, core knowledge? How do humans acquire new concepts, and how
do these concepts change in development? Core Knowledge and Conceptual Change provides a
unique theoretical and empirical introduction to the study of conceptual development, documenting



key advances in case studies, including ground-breaking science on human representations of
language, objects, number, events, color, space, time, beliefs, and desires. Additionally, it explores
how humans engage in moral reasoning and causal explanation: Are humans born good and tainted
by an imperfect world, or do we need to teach children to be moral? Could a concept like freedom be
woven into the human soul, or is it a historical invention, constructed over generations of humans?
Written by an eminent list of contributors renowned in child development and cognitive science, this
book delves widely, and deeply, into the cognitive tools available at birth that are repurposed,
combined, and transformed to complex, abstract adult conceptual representations, and should be of
interest to developmental psychologists, linguists, philosophers, and students of cognitive science.
  cognitive psychology concepts: Cognitive Psychology Ronald T. Kellogg, 2003 Kellogg′s
Cognitive Psychology is clearly written, highly informative, and consistently engaging. By
integrating core material in cognitive psychology with the latest developments in cognitive
neuroscience and neuroimaging, Kellogg provides a broad, cutting edge view of the field today. .
-Daniel L. Schacter, Harvard University This is a very thorough and complete text that is very well
written. I was particularly impressed that the book incorporated and integrated the literatures on
neuroscience and individual differences. -Randall Engle, Georgia Institute of Technology Kellogg′s
textbook provides outstanding coverage of contemporary cognitive psychology. I especially
welcomed chapters on Cognitive Neuroscience, providing neural underpinnings of cognition, and
Intelligence. The latter topic is rarely included in books on cognition because the study of
intelligence developed in a somewhat separate tradition from experimental cognitive psychology. Yet
clearly intelligence should be considered as part of cognitive psychology, too. The coverage in the
book is comprehensive and authoritative, but the chapters I read are also quite interesting and
accessible. This book should be widely used as a text and a reference work. -Henry L. Roediger, III,
Washington University in St. Louis As with his best-selling First Edition, Ronald T. Kellogg seeks to
provide students with a synthesis of cognitive psychology at its best, encapsulating relevant
background, theory, and research within each chapter. Understanding cognitive psychology now
requires a deeper understanding of the brain than was true in the past. In his thoroughly revised
Second Edition, the author highlights the tremendous contributions from the neurosciences, most
notably neuroimaging, in recent years and approaches cognition in the context of both its
development and its biological, bodily substrate. Features of this text: A new chapter on cognitive
neuroscience at the beginning of the book, along with greater coverage of neuroscience throughout,
highlights the enormous contributions from the neurosciences (particularly neuroimaging of the
brain) during the last decade. A new, full-chapter coverage on memory distortions highlights this
topic with great interest value to students and strong practical implications in fields such as
policing, law, and court proceedings. Key terms and concepts are bolded in text and defined in
margin notes for easy reference and each chapter concludes with a summary and list of key terms
for student review. Graphics have been expanded to visually support the text, and an expanded
four-color insert highlights recent developments in neuroimaging. An Instructor′s Manual on
CD-ROM is available to qualified adopters.
  cognitive psychology concepts: Concept Formation and Knowledge Revision Stefan Wrobel,
2013-03-14 A fundamental assumption of work in artificial intelligence and machine learning is that
knowledge is expressed in a computer with the help of knowledge representations. Since the proper
choice of such representations is a difficult task that fundamentally affects the capabilities of a
system, the problem of automatic representation change is an important topic in current research.
Concept Formation and Knowledge Revision focuses on representation change as a concept
formation task, regarding concepts as the elementary representational vocabulary from which
further statements are constructed. Taking an interdisciplinary approach from psychological
foundations to computer implementations, the book draws on existing psychological results about
the nature of human concepts and concept formation to determine the scope of concept formation
phenomena, and to identify potential components of computational concept formation models. The
central idea of this work is that computational concept formation can usefully be understood as a



process that is triggered in a demand-driven fashion by the representational needs of the learning
system, and identify the knowledge revision activities of a system as a particular context for such a
process. The book presents a detailed analysis of the revision problem for first-order clausal
theories, and develops a set of postulates that any such operation should satisfy. It shows how a
minimum theory revision operator can be realized by using exception sets, and that this operator is
indeed maximally general. The book then shows that concept formation can be triggered from within
the knowledge revision process whenever the existing representation does not permit the plausible
reformulation of an exception set, demonstrating the usefulness of the approach both theoretically
and empirically within the learning knowledge acquisition system MOBAL. In using a first-order
representation, this book is part of the rapidly developing field of Inductive Logic Programming
(ILP). By integrating the computational issues with psychological and fundamental discussions of
concept formation phenomena, the book will be of interest to readers both theoretically and
psychologically inclined. From the foreword by Katharina Morik: ` The ideal to combine the three
sources of artificial intelligence research has almost never been reached. Such a combined and
integrated research requires the researcher to master different ways of thinking, different work
styles, different sets of literature, and different research procedures. It requires capabilities in
software engineering for the application part, in theoretical computer science for the theory part,
and in psychology for the cognitive part. The most important capability for artificial intelligence is to
keep the integrative viewand to create a true original work that goes beyond the collection of pieces
from different fields. This book achieves such an integrative view of concept formation and
knowledge revision by presenting the way from psychological investigations that indicate that
concepts are theories and point at the important role of a demand for learning. to an implemented
system which supports users in their tasks when working with a knowledge base and its theoretical
foundation. '
  cognitive psychology concepts: Foundations of Cognitive Psychology Fernand Gobet,
Philippe Chassy, Merim Bilalic, 2016-02-16 Cognitive psychology addresses many fascinating
questions about memory, emotion and language: Can our identity be reduced to our memories?
What are emotions for? Are we born with an innate knowledge of language? This introductory text is
a concise guide to the core fundamentals of cognitive psychology, rather than an encyclopaedic
volume. The authors cover a broad range of topics, using their wealth of teaching experience to
select the key theories and most engaging examples. Lively and thought-provoking, this new book
conveys the sense of discovery that makes the subject so exciting to study.
  cognitive psychology concepts: Compositionality and Concepts in Linguistics and Psychology
James A. Hampton, Yoad Winter, 2017-09-19 By highlighting relations between experimental and
theoretical work, this volume explores new ways of addressing one of the central challenges in the
study of language and cognition. The articles bring together work by leading scholars and younger
researchers in psychology, linguistics and philosophy. An introductory chapter lays out the
background on concept composition, a problem that is stimulating much new research in cognitive
science. Researchers in this interdisciplinary domain aim to explain how meanings of complex
expressions are derived from simple lexical concepts and to show how these meanings connect to
concept representations. Traditionally, much of the work on concept composition has been carried
out within separate disciplines, where cognitive psychologists have concentrated on concept
representations, and linguists and philosophers have focused on the meaning and use of logical
operators. This volume demonstrates an important change in this situation, where convergence
points between these three disciplines in cognitive science are emerging and are leading to new
findings and theoretical insights. This book is open access under a CC BY license.
  cognitive psychology concepts: Concepts Jerry A. Fodor, 1998-02-05 Oxford Cognitive
Science Series General Editors: Martin Davies, Wilde Reader in Mental Philosophy, University of
Oxford, UK, James Higginbotham, Professor of General Linguistics, University of Oxford, UK, John
O'Keefe, Professor of Cognitive Neuroscience, University College, London, UK, Christopher
Peacocke, Waynflete Professor of Metaphysical Philosophy, University of Oxford, UK, and Kim



Plunkett, University Lecturer in Psychology, University of Oxford, UK The Oxford Cognitive Science
series is a forum for the best contemporary work in this flourishing field, where various
disciplines--cognitive psychology, philosophy, linguistics, cognitive neuroscience, and computational
theory--join forces in the investigation of thought, awareness, understanding, and associated
workings of the mind. Each book will represent an original contribution to its subject, but will be
accessible beyond the ranks of specialists, so as to reach a broad interdisciplinary readership. The
series will be carefully shaped and steered by the general editors, with the aim of representing the
most important developments in the field and bringing together its constituent disciplines. About
this book The renowned philosopher Jerry Fodor, who has been a leading figure in the study of the
mind for more than twenty years, presents a strikingly original theory of the basic constituents of
thought. He suggests that the heart of a cognitive science is its theory of concepts, and that
cognitive scientists have gone badly wrong in many areas because their assumptions about concepts
have been seriously mistaken. Fodor argues compellingly for an atomistic theory of concepts, deals
out witty and pugnacious demolitions of the rival theories that have prevailed in recent years, and
suggests that future work on human cognition should build upon new foundations. This lively,
conversational, and surprisingly accessible book is the first volume in the Oxford Cognitive Science
Series, where the best original work in this field will be presented to a broad readership. Concepts
will fascinate anyone interested in contemporary work on mind and language. Cognitive science will
never be the same again.
  cognitive psychology concepts: Cognitive Psychology Jeffrey Anastasi, 2013-01-25
  cognitive psychology concepts: The Nature of Concepts Philip Van Loocke, 2012-10-12 The
Nature of Concepts examines a central issue for all the main disciplines in cognitive science: how
the human mind creates and passes on to other human minds a concept. An excellent
cross-disciplinary collection with contributors including Steven Pinker, Andy Clarke and Henry
Plotkin.
  cognitive psychology concepts: Cognitive Psychology Michael W. Eysenck, Mark T. Keane,
2013-09-11 Previous editions have established this best-selling student handbook as THE cognitive
psychology textbook of choice, both for its academic rigour and its accessibility. This sixth edition
continues this tradition. It has been substantially updated and revised to reflect new developments
in the field (especially within cognitive neuroscience). Traditional approaches are combined with the
cutting-edge cognitive neuroscience approach to create a comprehensive, coherent and totally
up-to-date overview of all the main fields in cognitive psychology. The major topics covered include
perception, attention, memory, concepts, language, problem solving, and reasoning, as well as some
applied topics such as everyday memory. New to this edition: Presented in full-colour throughout,
with numerous colour illustrations including photographs and brain scans Increased emphasis on
cognitive neuroscience, to reflect its growing influence on cognitive psychology A NEW chapter on
Cognition and Emotion A WHOLE chapter on Consciousness Increased coverage of applied topics
such as recovered memories, medical expertise, informal reasoning, and emotion regulation
incorporated throughout the textbook More focus on individual differences in areas including
long-term memory, expertise, reasoning, emotion and regulation. The textbook is packed full of
useful features that will engage students and aid revision, including key terms, which are new to this
edition, chapter summaries, and suggestions for further reading. Written by one of the leading
textbook authors in psychology, this thorough and user-friendly textbook will continue to be
essential reading for all undergraduate students of psychology. Those taking courses in computer
science, education, linguistics, physiology, and medicine will also find it an invaluable resource. This
edition is accompanied by a rich array of supplementary materials, which will be made available to
qualifying adopters completely free of charge. The online multimedia materials include: A
PowerPoint lecture course and multiple-choice question test bank A unique Student Learning
Program: an interactive revision program incorporating a range of multimedia resources including
interactive exercises and demonstrations, and active reference links to journal articles.
  cognitive psychology concepts: Cognitive Psychology Jeffrey Anastasi, 2013-04-01 Cognitive



Psychology: An Anthology of Theories, Applications, and Readings introduces students to important
topics in the field, and to the work of professionals who actively conduct research in those topic
areas. The material exposes readers to the viewpoints of these authors and researchers, many of
whom are considered to be the most knowledgeable in their respective fields. Cognitive Psychology
is organized into seventeen primary content chapters, each of which includes several readings. The
text begins with an overview of the field of cognitive psychology, as well as a discussion of its
history. This unit addresses the meaning of cognition, and discusses behavioral psychology and
spatial learning. Subsequent chapters explore topics such as: Cognitive NeurosciencePerceptual
ProcessesAttention and ConsciousnessShort and Long-term MemoryMemory ApplicationsLanguage
Acquisition in Humans The book also examines animal communication, imagery, general knowledge
representation, thinking and problem-solving, judgment and reasoning, decision-making, and
intelligence. The readings supplement information provided in standard course textbooks, and give
students an invaluable resource for additional learning. Cognitive Psychology is designed to promote
lively classroom discussion, making it an excellent choice for seminar level courses. Jeffrey S.
Anastasi is an Assistant Professor of Psychology at Sam Houston State University in Huntsville,
Texas. He studied cognitive (experimental) psychology at Binghamton University (SUNY) and
received his Ph.D. in 1996. Upon completing his doctoral degree, he taught at Francis Marion
University in Florence, South Carolina, for six years and Arizona State University for five years
before moving to Sam Houston State University in 2006. His diverse research focuses on cognitive
psychology with an emphasis on memory. His research has involved such various topics as face
recognition, eyewitness memory, false memory, hypermnesia, and helicopter cockpit design. Dr.
Anastasi teaches a broad array of courses at both the undergraduate and graduate levels and has
received several teaching awards for his work in the classroom.
  cognitive psychology concepts: The Nature of Concepts Philip Van Loocke, 2012-10-12 The
Nature of Concepts examines a central issue for all the main disciplines in cognitive science: how
the human mind creates and passes on to other human minds a concept. An excellent
cross-disciplinary collection with contributors including Steven Pinker, Andy Clarke and Henry
Plotkin.
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