
colonialism and environment

colonialism and environment have been intricately linked throughout history, shaping
the ecological landscapes and natural resources of colonized regions. This article explores
how colonial powers exploited and transformed environments for economic gain, often
disregarding local ecosystems and indigenous knowledge. The environmental
consequences of colonialism include deforestation, soil degradation, biodiversity loss, and
altered land-use patterns. Additionally, colonial policies introduced new agricultural
practices and species that disrupted native habitats. Understanding the relationship
between colonialism and environment is essential for addressing contemporary ecological
challenges and promoting sustainable development in formerly colonized territories. The
following sections provide a detailed examination of the environmental impacts of
colonialism, its legacy, and ongoing efforts to reconcile historical exploitation with
environmental conservation.

Historical Overview of Colonialism and Environmental Change

Environmental Exploitation and Resource Extraction

Impact on Indigenous Ecological Knowledge and Practices

Long-term Environmental Consequences of Colonialism

Contemporary Efforts Addressing Colonial Environmental Legacies

Historical Overview of Colonialism and
Environmental Change
The era of colonialism, spanning from the 15th to the 20th century, brought profound
environmental transformations to colonized regions across Africa, Asia, the Americas, and
Oceania. Colonial powers imposed new political and economic systems that prioritized
resource extraction and agricultural production for export markets. This often led to large-
scale alterations of landscapes, including deforestation for timber and plantations, mining
operations, and the introduction of monoculture farming. The environmental changes
during this period were not incidental but were closely linked to the goals of colonial
expansion and domination.

Land Use Changes under Colonial Rule
One of the most significant environmental impacts of colonialism was the transformation of
land use patterns. Indigenous land management systems, which were often sustainable and
adapted to local ecosystems, were replaced by European models emphasizing intensive
agriculture and resource exploitation. This shift frequently involved clearing forests to



establish cash crop plantations such as sugar, cotton, rubber, and coffee. These changes
disrupted native flora and fauna and altered soil composition and hydrology.

Introduction of Non-Native Species
Colonialism facilitated the global transfer of plant and animal species, many of which
became invasive and had detrimental effects on local ecosystems. Livestock such as cattle,
sheep, and goats were introduced to new environments, sometimes leading to overgrazing
and soil erosion. Similarly, imported crops often displaced native species, reducing
biodiversity and altering ecological balance.

Environmental Exploitation and Resource
Extraction
Colonial economies were largely extractive, focusing on the exploitation of natural
resources for the benefit of the colonial powers. This exploitation had severe environmental
repercussions, including habitat destruction, pollution, and the depletion of renewable and
non-renewable resources.

Mining and Its Ecological Impact
Mining for precious metals, minerals, and fossil fuels was a cornerstone of colonial resource
extraction. Mining activities often involved deforestation, soil contamination, and water
pollution. The use of toxic chemicals such as mercury and cyanide in mining processes
caused long-term environmental damage and health risks for local populations.

Timber Extraction and Deforestation
Forests were extensively logged to meet the demands for timber and to clear land for
agriculture. This deforestation led to habitat loss, reduced carbon sequestration capacity,
and increased vulnerability to soil erosion and flooding. The environmental degradation
caused by unsustainable logging practices remains evident in many formerly colonized
regions.

Agricultural Exploitation
Colonial agricultural policies favored cash crops over subsistence farming, often leading to
monoculture plantations that depleted soil nutrients and increased susceptibility to pests
and diseases. The emphasis on export-oriented agriculture disrupted traditional food
systems and contributed to food insecurity in some regions.



Impact on Indigenous Ecological Knowledge and
Practices
Colonialism not only altered physical environments but also marginalized indigenous
ecological knowledge and sustainable land management practices. Indigenous communities
possessed sophisticated understanding of their local environments, which guided resource
use and conservation.

Suppression of Traditional Practices
Colonial administrations frequently dismissed or outlawed indigenous land-use systems,
considering them primitive or inefficient. This suppression led to the loss of valuable
ecological knowledge and disrupted community-based resource management. Practices
such as shifting cultivation, controlled burning, and sacred forest conservation were often
undermined.

Displacement and Land Alienation
Colonial land policies often dispossessed indigenous peoples of their ancestral territories,
forcing them into marginal lands with poorer environmental conditions. This displacement
not only affected social and cultural systems but also placed additional pressure on fragile
ecosystems, exacerbating environmental degradation.

Long-term Environmental Consequences of
Colonialism
The environmental legacies of colonialism continue to influence ecological and socio-
economic conditions in many parts of the world. These long-term consequences are evident
in persistent deforestation, soil degradation, altered hydrological cycles, and biodiversity
loss.

Soil Degradation and Desertification
Unsustainable agricultural practices introduced during colonial times have contributed to
widespread soil erosion and nutrient depletion. In some regions, this has led to
desertification, reducing land productivity and exacerbating poverty and food insecurity.

Biodiversity Loss
The introduction of invasive species, habitat destruction, and overexploitation of wildlife
during colonial periods have caused significant declines in native biodiversity. Many species
have become endangered or extinct as a result of these historical pressures.



Climate Change and Carbon Emissions
Colonial deforestation and resource extraction contributed to increased carbon emissions,
influencing global climate patterns. The environmental disruptions caused by colonialism
have compounded over time, highlighting the interconnectedness of historical actions and
contemporary environmental challenges.

Contemporary Efforts Addressing Colonial
Environmental Legacies
Recognizing the environmental damage wrought by colonialism, governments,
communities, and organizations are increasingly focused on remediation and sustainable
development initiatives. These efforts aim to restore ecosystems, revive indigenous
knowledge, and promote environmental justice.

Ecological Restoration Projects
Many regions affected by colonial-era degradation are undertaking reforestation, soil
rehabilitation, and habitat restoration projects. These initiatives seek to reverse
deforestation, combat desertification, and enhance biodiversity conservation.

Revitalization of Indigenous Knowledge
There is growing acknowledgment of the value of indigenous ecological knowledge in
sustainable resource management. Programs that integrate traditional practices with
modern conservation approaches are gaining prominence, fostering resilience and
environmental stewardship.

Policy Reforms and Environmental Justice
Addressing the environmental injustices rooted in colonial history involves legal and policy
reforms that recognize indigenous land rights and promote equitable access to natural
resources. International frameworks and local governance are increasingly incorporating
principles of environmental justice and reparative action.

Key Strategies in Addressing Colonial Environmental
Impacts

Community-led conservation and management programs

Promotion of agroecological and sustainable farming techniques



Strengthening environmental education and awareness

Integration of traditional knowledge into national environmental policies

International cooperation on climate change mitigation and adaptation

Frequently Asked Questions

How did colonialism impact indigenous land
management practices?
Colonialism often disrupted indigenous land management practices by imposing foreign
agricultural methods and land ownership systems, leading to environmental degradation
and loss of biodiversity.

In what ways did colonial powers exploit natural
resources in colonized regions?
Colonial powers exploited natural resources by extracting minerals, timber, and agricultural
products on a large scale, prioritizing economic gain over environmental sustainability,
which resulted in deforestation, soil depletion, and ecological imbalance.

What role did colonialism play in the spread of invasive
species?
Colonialism facilitated the spread of invasive species through the movement of plants,
animals, and pathogens across continents, which often outcompeted native species and
altered local ecosystems.

How did colonial agricultural policies affect soil health
and biodiversity?
Colonial agricultural policies emphasized monoculture cash crops and intensive farming,
leading to soil erosion, nutrient depletion, and a significant reduction in biodiversity.

Can the environmental challenges faced by former
colonies today be linked to colonial practices?
Yes, many environmental challenges such as deforestation, desertification, and resource
depletion in former colonies can be traced back to colonial exploitation and unsustainable
land use practices imposed during colonial rule.



How did colonial infrastructure development influence
environmental change?
Colonial infrastructure projects like railways, roads, and plantations often led to habitat
fragmentation, altered water systems, and increased human encroachment into natural
areas, contributing to environmental change.

What is the connection between colonialism and climate
change?
Colonialism contributed to climate change by promoting industrial-scale resource extraction
and land-use changes that increased greenhouse gas emissions and reduced carbon sinks,
laying groundwork for contemporary environmental crises.

How have post-colonial countries addressed
environmental degradation linked to colonialism?
Post-colonial countries have implemented conservation programs, sustainable development
policies, and indigenous land rights recognition to restore ecosystems and address
environmental degradation resulting from colonial exploitation.

In what ways did colonialism affect water resources in
colonized regions?
Colonial regimes often restructured water management to support cash crops and
settlements, leading to altered river flows, reduced water availability for local communities,
and increased vulnerability to droughts and floods.

How does studying colonialism and the environment
help in understanding current global environmental
issues?
Studying colonialism and the environment reveals historical patterns of resource
exploitation and environmental injustice, providing critical insights into the root causes of
current global environmental issues and informing more equitable and sustainable
solutions.

Additional Resources
1. Colonialism and the Environment: A Global History
This book explores the profound impacts of colonialism on diverse ecosystems around the
world. It examines how colonial powers exploited natural resources, reshaped landscapes,
and altered indigenous environmental practices. Through case studies across continents,
the author reveals the lasting environmental legacies of colonial rule.

2. Ecology and Empire: The Environmental Impact of Colonialism



Focusing on the intersection of imperial expansion and ecological change, this work
analyzes how colonial administrations transformed local environments to serve economic
interests. It discusses deforestation, agricultural shifts, and species introduction,
highlighting the environmental costs of empire-building. The book also considers
indigenous resistance to environmental degradation.

3. Nature and Power: A Global History of Colonial Environmental Change
This volume offers a comprehensive overview of environmental transformations under
colonial regimes. It emphasizes the relationship between political power and natural
resource management, showing how colonial policies prioritized extraction over
sustainability. The narrative integrates environmental history with social and political
contexts.

4. Green Imperialism: Colonial Environmental Policies and Their Consequences
Examining colonial conservation efforts, this book reveals how environmental policies often
served imperial interests rather than ecological preservation. It critiques the establishment
of protected areas and wildlife reserves that displaced indigenous communities. The author
discusses the paradox of “green” policies implemented within exploitative colonial
frameworks.

5. Seeds of Change: Colonial Agriculture and Environmental Transformation
This book investigates how colonial agricultural practices altered landscapes and
ecosystems. It explores the introduction of cash crops, monocultures, and new farming
technologies that disrupted traditional land use. The work highlights the environmental and
social repercussions of these agricultural transformations.

6. Extracting Nature: Mining, Colonialism, and Environmental Degradation
Focusing on mining activities during colonial periods, this book documents the
environmental damage caused by resource extraction. It details the pollution,
deforestation, and habitat destruction associated with mining operations. The book also
discusses the health impacts on local populations and the long-term ecological
consequences.

7. Water and Colonialism: Controlling Rivers, Lakes, and Wetlands
This study examines how colonial powers manipulated water resources to support
agriculture, industry, and urban development. It discusses the construction of dams,
irrigation systems, and drainage projects, highlighting their environmental and social
effects. The book also addresses conflicts over water access and indigenous water rights
under colonial rule.

8. Colonial Forests: The Politics of Environmental Control
This book explores colonial forest management policies and their impact on indigenous
livelihoods and biodiversity. It analyzes the imposition of state control over forests,
restrictions on traditional uses, and the introduction of commercial logging. The author
sheds light on the contested nature of forest resources in colonial contexts.

9. Postcolonial Ecologies: Environmental Legacies and Indigenous Responses
Focusing on the postcolonial period, this book investigates how former colonies address
environmental issues rooted in colonial history. It highlights indigenous movements
advocating for ecological restoration and sustainable resource management. The work
emphasizes the resilience of local ecosystems and cultures in the face of environmental



challenges.
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  colonialism and environment: Ecology, Climate and Empire Richard H. Grove, 1997 This
collection of essays from a pioneering scholar in the field of environmental history vividly
demonstrates that concerns about climate change are far from being a uniquely modern
phenomenon. Grove traces the origins of present-day environmental debates about soil erosion,
deforestation and climate change in the writings of early colonial administrators, doctors and
missionaries. He traces what is known and what can be inferred concerning historic El Nino events
centuries before the devastating 1997/98 instance. In an important and wide-ranging concluding
essay he analyses the general significance of 'marginal' land and its ecology in the history of popular
resistance movements.--Amazon.com.
  colonialism and environment: Ecology and Empire Tom Griffiths, Libby Robin, 1997 Ecology
and Empire forged a historical partnership of great power -- and one which, particularly in the last
500 years, radically changed human and natural history across the globe. This book scrutinizes
European expansion from the perspectives of the so-called colonized peripheries, the settler
societies. It begins with Australia as a prism through which to consider the relations between
settlers and their lands, but moves well beyond this to a range of lands of empire. It uses their
distinctive ecologies and histories to shed new light on both the imperial and the settler
environmental experience. Ecology and Empire also explores the way in which the science of ecology
itself was an artifact of empire, drawing together the fields of imperial history and the history of
science.
  colonialism and environment: Cultivating the Colonies Christina Folke Ax, Niels Brimnes,
Niklas Thode Jensen, Karen Oslund, 2014-06-16 The essays collected in Cultivating the Colonies
demonstrate how the relationship between colonial power and nature revealsthe nature of power.
Each essay explores how colonial governments translated ideas about the management of
exoticnature and foreign people into practice, and how they literally “got their hands dirty” in the
business of empire. The eleven essays include studies of animal husbandry in the Philippines,
farming in Indochina, and indigenous medicine in India. They are global in scope, ranging from the
Russian North to Mozambique, examining the consequences of colonialismon nature, including its
impact on animals, fisheries, farmlands, medical practices, and even the diets of indigenouspeople.
Cultivating the Colonies establishes beyond all possible doubt the importance of the environment as
a locus for studyingthe power of the colonial state.
  colonialism and environment: Colonialism, Environment and Tribals in South
India,1792-1947 Velayutham Saravanan, 2016-08-12 This book offers a bird’s eye view of the
economic and environmental history of the Indian peninsula during colonial era. It analyses the
nature of colonial land revenue policy, commercialisation of forest resources, consequences of coffee
plantations, intrusion into tribal private forests and tribal-controlled geographical regions, and
disintegration of their socio-cultural, political, administrative and judicial systems during the British
Raj. It explores the economic history of the region through regional and ‘non-market’ economies and
addresses the issues concerning local communities. Comprehensive, systematic and rich in archival
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material, this book will be useful to scholars and researchers in history, especially those concerned
with economic and environmental history.
  colonialism and environment: Nature and Colonialism Theodore Grudin, 2020-01-15
Nature and Colonialism: A Reader provides students with a collection of classic texts on
environmental thought and invites them to analyze the texts alongside the often contrarian ideas of
expansion, development, and human exceptionalism. Readers are encouraged to consider early
perspectives on the hierarchical power relationships between political/economic entities and
nature/peoples, and whether foundational views of environmentalism supported the proliferation of
colonial ideology. The collection begins with a piece by Zitkala-Sa, a Dakota Sioux activist and
writer, and highlights a voice of resistance against the redefinition and reimagining of nature via
colonialist thought. Students read seminal works related to nature by Charles Darwin, George
Perkins Marsh, Henry David Thoreau, John Muir, and Gifford Pinchot. They are challenged to engage
in sociocultural inquiry to better understand how views of the relationship between humans and
nature have developed over time, as well as how they continue to shape modern thought and
perspectives regarding environmentalism. Designed to stimulate critical thought and inquiry, Nature
and Colonialism is an ideal supplementary textbook for courses in environmental science or
philosophy, especially those with emphasis on the relationship between humans and their
environment. Theodore Grudin holds a Ph.D. in environmental science, policy, and management
from the University of California, Berkeley. He is a lecturer in the Department of Environmental
Studies & Sciences at Santa Clara University and has also taught at the University of California,
Berkeley, Saint Mary's College, and San Jose State University.
  colonialism and environment: East India Company and Urban Environment in Colonial South
India Moola Atchi Reddy, 2021-09-27 This book makes a pioneering attempt to analyse the linkages
between the rule of East India Company and urban environment in colonial India over more than a
half-century - from 1746 to 1803 - through a study of the city of Madras (present Chennai). The book
traces urban development in colonial South India from a broad economic history point of view and
with a focus on its environmental dimension, covering the period from the First Carnatic War until
the 18th century by which time the English East India Company had consolidated its power. It
discusses themes such as urban development; infrastructural development; housing and buildings,
city and suburbs; and development of land and roads in the colonial period. Using extensive archival
resources, it offers new insights on the various aspects of the shifting urban physical environment
and captures the development of Madras city limits; road infrastructure, building of paved streets,
whitewashed walls and compounded houses; establishment of garden houses; use of land resources;
development of masonry bridges by merchants; housing problems; and the building of Fort House,
Garden House, Admiralty House, Pantheon House, Custom House, etc. in Madras, to describe the
impact of colonialism on urban environment. An important contribution to the history of urban
economics and environment, this book with its lucid style and rich illustrations will be an essential
read for scholars and researchers of colonial history, modern Indian history, environmental history,
urban environment, urban history, political economy, urban economic history, Indian history, and
South Asian studies.
  colonialism and environment: History of Ecology and Environment in India Mr. Rohit
Manglik, 2023-08-23 In this book, we will study about India’s environmental history, traditional
ecological knowledge, forest policies, environmental movements, and challenges in conservation.
  colonialism and environment: Carbon Colonialism: Climate Justice in a Globalized
World Dave Hardwick, Carbon Colonialism: Climate Justice in a Globalized World explores the
insidious ways in which the climate crisis intersects with historical and contemporary power
dynamics, particularly the lingering legacies of colonialism. We argue that current approaches to
climate change often perpetuate a neo-colonial order, where wealthier nations benefit from
unsustainable practices while the burden of environmental degradation disproportionately falls on
those least responsible. This book delves into the complex interplay between industrialization,
resource extraction, global trade, and climate change impacts. We meticulously dissect the



mechanisms through which climate change mitigation and adaptation efforts, including carbon
offsetting schemes and the development of green technologies, can inadvertently exacerbate
existing inequalities. We present compelling case studies from diverse geographic regions,
showcasing the real-world consequences of these policies and practices on vulnerable communities.
Through these analyses, we aim to expose the inherent biases and power imbalances embedded
within international climate negotiations and technological solutions. Our focus is not solely on
identifying problems; this book offers a critical assessment of existing frameworks and proposes
alternative approaches rooted in the principles of climate justice. We emphasize the need for a
fundamental shift in global power dynamics, advocating for a reimagining of climate solutions that
prioritize the needs and rights of marginalized communities. This necessitates a move beyond mere
technical fixes to address the underlying socio-economic and political structures that sustain
environmental injustice. Ultimately, we aim to contribute to a growing body of scholarship that
challenges the prevailing narratives surrounding climate change and compels a more equitable and
just response to this global crisis. The book seeks to empower readers with a deeper understanding
of the complexities of this challenge, fostering informed participation in creating lasting systemic
change.
  colonialism and environment: Environment and Empire William Beinart, Lotte Hughes,
2007-10-11 This volume uncovers the interaction between people and the elements in very different
British colonies throughout the world. Providing a rich overview of socio-environmental change,
driven by imperial forces, this study examines a key global historical process.
  colonialism and environment: Teaching and Learning Climate and Environmental
Justice in Law Schools Richard Grimes, Stephen Levett, Rebecca Samaras, Rebecca Williams,
2025-09-23 Arguing for the critical importance of the topic within law school curricula (whether for
academic credit purposes or not), this novel and exceptionally timely book explores a fundamental
question: should law schools teach about climate and environmental justice? Despite the urgency of
climate and environmental protection issues, many law schools present the topic as optional for
students or don’t engage at all. Arguing for the inclusion of climate and environmental justice at the
earliest possible opportunity, this book presents study models in a variety of contexts and
jurisdictions to support research into curriculum development and design. Case study examples of
planned climate and environmental justice research and offerings at national and international levels
are presented to support those who wish to include and/or expand provisions. This book also
addresses concerns and initiatives of indigenous peoples, demonstrating how partnerships between
law schools and others remain integral to establishing sustainable learning initiatives. Ultimately
promoting and supporting the study of climate and environmental justice in a legal and applied
context, this book will be of interest to scholars, researchers and academics involved with
sustainability education, training and leadership, legal education and curriculum design. Clinical
legal educators may also find the volume of interest.
  colonialism and environment: Environmental Ethics for a Postcolonial World Deane
Curtin, 2005-01-28 In a fluid narrative style, Environmental Ethics for a Postcolonial World links
environmentalism with colonialism and makes the strong case, through well-documented examples,
that rapid economic change has caused an environmental and population crisis. Curtin also offers a
unique interpretation of familiar history with surprising conclusions about the relationship between
colonial attitudes and environmentalism. Today, more than ever, globalization demands that the
so-called third world not face their social and environmental issues alone. This book offers clear
examples of environmental strategies for our new globalized culture and is not only ideal for courses
in environmental ethics, globalization, and environmental politics; it offers students and general
readers a practical guide for change.
  colonialism and environment: Empireworld Sathnam Sanghera, 2024-05-07 Bestselling
author and journalist Sathnam Sanghera explores the global legacy of the British Empire, and the
ways it continues to influence economics, politics, and culture around the world. 2.6 billion people
are inhabitants of former British colonies. The empire's influence upon the quarter of the planet it



occupied, and its gravitational influence upon the world outside it, has been profound: from the
spread of Christianity by missionaries to the shaping international law. Even today, 1 in 3 people
drive on the left hand side of the road, an artifact of the British empire. Yet Britain's idea of its
imperial history and the world's experience of it are two very different things. Following in the
footsteps of his bestselling book Empireland: How Imperialism Has Shaped Modern Britain,
Empireworld explores the ways in which British Empire has come to shape the modern world
Sanghera visits Barbados, where he uncovers how Caribbean nations are still struggling to emerge
from the disadvantages sown by transatlantic slavery. He examines how large charities--like Save
the Children and the World Bank--still see the world through the imperial eyes of their colonial
founders, and how the political instability of nations, such as Nigeria, for instance, can be traced
back to tensions seeded in their colonial foundations. And from the British Empire's role in the
transportation of 12.5 million Africans during the Atlantic slave trade, to the 35 million Indians who
died due to famine caused by British policy, the British Empire, as Sanghera reveals, was
responsible for some of the largest demographic changes in human history. Economic, legal and
political systems across the world continue to function along the lines originally drawn by the British
Empire, and cultural, sexual, psychological, linguistic, demographic, and educational norms
originally established by imperial Britons continue to shape our lives. British Empire may have
peaked a century ago, and it may have been mostly dismantled by 1997, but in this major new work,
Sathnam Sanghera ultimately shows how the largest empire in world history still exerts influence
over planet Earth in all sorts of silent and unsilent ways.
  colonialism and environment: E. H. Carr: Imperialism, War and Lessons for Post-Colonial IR
Haro L Karkour, 2022-04-25 This book highlights important parallels between Carr and three
influential figures in the first wave of post-colonialism—DuBois, Césaire and Fanon—on the analysis
of imperialism and the causes of war. Specifically, Carr’s analysis of imperialism and war parallels
the first wave post-colonial thinkers in two respects. First, Carr’s work historically situates
imperialism in the context of the social question in Western democracies. Second, Carr’s work
provides an ideology critique to Enlightenment rationalism, which postulates that ‘reason could
determine what [are] the universally valid moral laws’ and thus ‘by the voice of reason men could be
persuaded both to save their own immoral souls and to move along the path of political
enlightenment and progress’ (Carr 1984, 22 and 24). Carr’s ideology critique exposes the
Enlightenment’s pretences of reason and universality as a deceptive plea that legitimates
imperialism. These parallels, the book argues, reveal that Carr did not only recognise global
hierarchy, but also theorised the role of what Julian Go refers to as the ‘episteme of empire’—that is,
‘the meanings and modalities of seeing and knowing that ... accompanied empire and made it
possible in the first place’ (Go 2017, 19–20). Carr’s IR theory, in short, was much closer to
post-colonial thinking than previously appreciated in the discipline.
  colonialism and environment: Postcolonial Green Bonnie Roos, Alex Hunt, 2010-09-23
Postcolonial Green brings together scholarship bridging ecocriticism and postcolonialism. Since its
inception, ecocriticism has been accused of being inattentive to the complexities that colonialism
poses for ideas of nature and environmentalism. Postcolonial discourse, on the other hand, has been
so immersed in theoretical questions of nationalism and identity that it has been seen as ignoring
environmental or ecological concerns. This collection demonstrates that ecocriticism and
postcolonialism must be understood as parallel projects if not facets of the very same project—a
struggle for global justice and sustainability. The essays in this collection span the globe, and cover
such issues as international environmental policy, land and water rights, food production, poverty,
women’s rights, indigenous activism, and ecotourism. They consider all manner of texts, from oral
tradition to literary fiction to web discourse. Contributors bring postcolonial theory to literary
traditions, such as that of the United States, not typically seen in this light, and, conversely, bring
ecocriticism to literary traditions, such as those of India and China, that have seen little ecological
analysis. Postcolonial Green boasts a global geographical breadth, diversity of critical approach, and
increasing relevance to the issues we face on a world stage. Contributors Neel Ahuja, University of



North Carolina, Chapel Hill * Pavel Cenkl, Sterling College * Sharae Deckard, University College
Dublin * Ursula K. Heise, Stanford University * Jonathan Highfield, Rhode Island School of Design *
Alex Hunt, West Texas A&M University * Upamanyu Pablo Mukherjee, Warwick University * Patrick
D. Murphy, University of Central Florida * Bonnie Roos, West Texas A&M University * Caskey
Russell, University of Wyoming * Rachel Stein, Siena College * Sabine Wilke, University of
Washington * Laura Wright, Western Carolina University * Sheng-yen Yu, National Taipei University
of Technology * Gang Yue, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill/Xiamen University
  colonialism and environment: Water and the Environmental History of Modern India
Velayutham Saravanan, 2020-01-23 This important new study investigates the competing demand
for water in the Bhavani and Noyyal River basins of south India from the early 19th century to the
early 21st century from a historical perspective. In doing so, the book addresses several important
questions: * Did policy-makers visualise the future demand while diverting water from distant places
or other basins? * Was efficient use ensured when the water was diverted or was it diverted in a
manner that resulted in pollution and serious damage to the entire river basin? * Were natural flows
taken care of in order to preserve the ecology and environment? * What were the factors that
aggravated the competing demand for water and what were the consequences for the future? In the
context of the current discourse on the competing demands for water, this book takes the debate
forward, expanding the horizon of environmental history in the process. Until now, agriculture,
industry and domestic water supply and their consequences for ecology, the environment and
livelihoods have been given scant attention. Velayutham Saravanan's comprehensive account of both
the colonial and post-colonial periods corrects this shortcoming in the field's literature and gives a
holistic understanding of the problem and its full historical roots.
  colonialism and environment: Text book for Environmental science and Ecology Dr.
Shaikh Ahmad, 2019-02-06 This book is for anyone with an interest in Environmental Science who
wants to learn more outside of a formal classroom setting. It can also be used by home,schooled
students, tutored students, and those people wishing to change careers. The material is presented in
an easy-to-follow way
  colonialism and environment: Political Economy of Development and Environment in Modern
India Velayutham Saravanan, 2023-04-24 This book captures the complexities of both development
and environment, from the political economy point of view, to offer a broad economic and
environmental history of post-independence India. It analyses the various components of
constitutional provisions, policies, programmes and ecology protection measures during the
post-independence period, that is, 1947–2020. The author also investigates India’s land and forest
policies of the 21st century: Fair Compensation of Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement
Act 2013 and the Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest
Rights) Act 2006, which pose a great threat to ecology and the environment. The volume argues
how, on one hand, the development agenda has undermined the environmental components for the
first three decades of independence and, on the other hand, how the popular vote bank politics
further has aggravated the issues related to environment in India. This book is an essential
interdisciplinary resource for scholars and researchers of history, economic history, environmental
studies, environmental history, Indian history and development studies.
  colonialism and environment: Environmental Postcolonialism Shubhanku Kochar, Anjum
Khan, 2021-02-08 A 2022 Choice Reviews Outstanding Academic Title Environmental
Postcolonialism: A Literary Response is an academic investigation of the environmental
repercussions of colonial destruction. This volume addresses the complex interplay between
postcolonialism and environmental discourse through literature produced in the ex-colonies. This
literature is read from the standpoint of ex-colonies within their human and non-human context. The
primary objective of this volume is to scrutinize environmental concerns in the light of postcolonial
theory, and so it examines works of art from the twin perspective of eco-criticism and
postcolonialism which illuminates and underscores how colonizers destroyed and interfered with
both nature and culture. Through discussing the intersecting layers of ecocriticism and postcolonial



criticism, the volume gestures to new directions and generates a hopeful vision of a decolonized
world.
  colonialism and environment: Climate Change, Ecological Catastrophe, and the
Contemporary Postcolonial Novel Justyna Poray-Wybranowska, 2020-12-21 Climate Change,
Ecological Catastrophe, and the Contemporary Novel responds to the critical need for
transdisciplinary research on the relationship between colonialism and catastrophe. It represents
the first sustained analysis of the connection between colonial legacy and present-day ecological
catastrophe in postcolonial fiction. Analyzing contemporary South Asian and South Pacific novels
that grapple with climate change and catastrophe, environmental exploitation and instability, and
human-nonhuman relationships in degraded environments, it offers a much-needed corrective to
dominant narratives about climate, crisis, and the everyday. Highlighting the contributions of
literary fiction from the postcolonial South to the growing field of the environmental humanities, this
book reconsiders the novel’s relationship with climate change and the contemporary environmental
imaginary. Counter to dominant current theoretical discourses, it demonstrates that the novel form
is ideally suited to literary and imaginative engagements with climate change and ecological
catastrophe. The six case studies it examines connect contemporary ecological vulnerability to
colonial legacies, reveal the critical role animals and the environment play in literary imaginations of
post-catastrophe recovery, and together constellate a decolonial perspective on ecological
catastrophe in the era of climate change. Drawing on the work of Indigenous authors and scholars
who write about and against the Anthropocene, this book displaces conventional ways of thinking
about the relationship between the mundane and the catastrophic and promotes greater dialogue
between the largely siloed fields of postcolonial, Indigenous, and disaster studies.
  colonialism and environment: Colonialism and Wildlife Velayutham Saravanan, 2023-08-22
This book delves into the history of the commercialization of wildlife in India. It examines the
colonial strategies that were employed in the commodification of wildlife resources specifically for
lucrative domestic and international trade during the early nineteenth to the mid-twentieth century.
It looks at how and why the colonial administration paid special emphasis on hunting and game
sports which largely contributed to commodity capitalism in the form of taxidermy and wildlife
exports. The author also critically analyses the wildlife laws and regulations promulgated by the
colonial administration, such as the elephant protection act, birds and fisheries act, the forest acts,
and studies how they have systematically brought wildlife under state control with a commercial
motive. An important contribution to the environmental history of India, this book is an essential
interdisciplinary resource for scholars and researchers of history, colonialism, wildlife studies,
economic history, ecological studies, environmental history, Indian history, South Asian studies, and
development studies.
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