
classical rhetoric

classical rhetoric is an ancient art and discipline focused on the effective use of language to persuade,
inform, and motivate audiences. Rooted in the traditions of ancient Greece and Rome, classical rhetoric has
shaped communication strategies for centuries and remains foundational in modern public speaking,
writing, and argumentation. This article explores the key components of classical rhetoric, its historical
development, and its enduring influence on education and discourse. Topics include the five canons of
rhetoric, major rhetorical devices, and the contributions of influential figures such as Aristotle, Cicero, and
Quintilian. By understanding the principles of classical rhetoric, one gains insights into the power of
language and the techniques employed to craft compelling messages. The following sections provide a
comprehensive overview of classical rhetoric’s essential elements and applications.

Historical Origins of Classical Rhetoric

The Five Canons of Classical Rhetoric

Key Figures and Texts in Classical Rhetoric

Rhetorical Appeals: Ethos, Pathos, and Logos

Common Rhetorical Devices and Techniques

Influence of Classical Rhetoric on Modern Communication

Historical Origins of Classical Rhetoric

Classical rhetoric originated in ancient Greece during the 5th century BCE as a response to the growing
importance of public speaking in democratic societies. Early rhetoricians developed frameworks to teach
citizens how to argue effectively in courts and political assemblies. The discipline was further refined in
Rome, where rhetoric became central to education and civic life. Classical rhetoric evolved from oral
traditions, emphasizing persuasion through structured speech and logical argumentation.

Greek Foundations

The Greek philosopher Aristotle formalized rhetoric as a systematic study, defining it as the art of



persuasion. His treatise "Rhetoric" remains a foundational text, outlining the principles and strategies of
effective communication. Other Greek figures, such as Plato and Isocrates, also contributed to the
development of rhetorical theory by debating its ethical implications and educational value.

Roman Contributions

Roman scholars like Cicero and Quintilian expanded upon Greek rhetoric by integrating practical advice for
orators and educators. Cicero emphasized the importance of style and delivery in addition to argument,
while Quintilian focused on the moral character of the speaker. The Roman adaptation of rhetoric ensured
its survival and dissemination through the Middle Ages and Renaissance.

The Five Canons of Classical Rhetoric

The five canons represent the core stages of creating and delivering an effective rhetorical message. These
principles guided orators in structuring speeches and remain relevant in contemporary communication
theory.

Invention (Inventio)

Invention involves discovering the arguments and content that will support the speaker’s purpose. It
requires analyzing the topic and audience to generate persuasive ideas and evidence.

Arrangement (Dispositio)

Arrangement refers to organizing the material logically and effectively. Classical rhetoric typically follows
a structure including an introduction, narration, confirmation, refutation, and conclusion.

Style (Elocutio)

Style focuses on the choice of language, including clarity, ornamentation, and appropriateness. It
encompasses diction, syntax, and rhetorical devices to enhance the message's appeal.



Memory (Memoria)

Memory is the practice of committing the speech to memory to ensure smooth and confident delivery. In
classical times, memorization was essential due to the absence of written notes during orations.

Delivery (Pronuntiatio)

Delivery involves the vocal and physical presentation of the speech, including tone, gestures, and pacing.
Effective delivery reinforces the speaker’s credibility and emotional connection with the audience.

Key Figures and Texts in Classical Rhetoric

Several prominent thinkers authored influential works that codified and transmitted rhetorical knowledge.
Their contributions continue to shape rhetorical education and practice.

Aristotle

Aristotle’s "Rhetoric" provides a comprehensive analysis of persuasive strategies, introducing the three
modes of persuasion: ethos, pathos, and logos. His systematic approach established rhetoric as a distinct field
of study.

Cicero

Cicero, a Roman statesman and orator, emphasized the importance of style and moral purpose in rhetoric.
His works, such as "De Oratore," blend theory with practical advice for speaking effectively in public
forums.

Quintilian

Quintilian’s "Institutio Oratoria" is a detailed educational treatise on rhetoric, focusing on the development of
the ideal orator through rigorous training and ethical considerations.



Rhetorical Appeals: Ethos, Pathos, and Logos

Classical rhetoric identifies three fundamental appeals used to persuade audiences, each targeting different
aspects of human judgment and emotion.

Ethos: Credibility and Character

Ethos establishes the speaker’s authority and trustworthiness. A speaker with strong ethos is perceived as
knowledgeable, ethical, and reliable, which helps gain audience confidence.

Pathos: Emotional Appeal

Pathos appeals to the audience’s emotions, aiming to evoke feelings such as pity, anger, or enthusiasm.
Effective use of pathos can motivate listeners to accept the speaker’s point of view.

Logos: Logical Reasoning

Logos relies on facts, evidence, and logical arguments to convince the audience. Clear reasoning and sound
evidence form the backbone of logos-driven persuasion.

Common Rhetorical Devices and Techniques

Classical rhetoric employs a variety of stylistic devices to enhance persuasion and engage audiences. These
techniques enrich speech and writing by adding emphasis and memorability.

Metaphor: Comparing two unlike things to create vivid imagery.

Anaphora: Repetition of words or phrases at the beginning of successive clauses for emphasis.

Antithesis: Juxtaposing contrasting ideas to highlight differences.

Rhetorical Question: Asking questions not for answers but to provoke thought.



Alliteration: Repetition of consonant sounds to create rhythm and focus.

Influence of Classical Rhetoric on Modern Communication

The principles of classical rhetoric continue to underpin contemporary fields such as law, politics,
advertising, and education. Mastery of rhetorical techniques enhances persuasive writing and speaking in
diverse contexts.

Rhetoric in Education

Classical rhetoric forms the foundation of many modern curricula in communication, composition, and
critical thinking. Teaching rhetorical skills fosters analytical abilities and effective expression.

Rhetoric in Media and Politics

Politicians and media professionals frequently employ rhetorical strategies to shape public opinion and craft
compelling messages. Understanding these techniques aids in critical consumption of information.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is classical rhetoric?
Classical rhetoric is the art of persuasive speaking and writing that originated in ancient Greece and Rome,
focusing on techniques to effectively convince or inform an audience.

Who are the main figures in classical rhetoric?
The main figures in classical rhetoric include Aristotle, Cicero, and Quintilian, who contributed
foundational theories and principles on persuasion and effective communication.

What are the three modes of persuasion in classical rhetoric?
The three modes of persuasion are ethos (credibility), pathos (emotional appeal), and logos (logical
argument), which are used to persuade an audience.



How is classical rhetoric relevant today?
Classical rhetoric remains relevant as it provides foundational techniques for effective communication,
critical thinking, and persuasive writing used in politics, law, marketing, and everyday discourse.

What are the five canons of classical rhetoric?
The five canons of classical rhetoric are invention (developing arguments), arrangement (organizing
content), style (choosing language), memory (recalling information), and delivery (presentation
techniques).

Additional Resources
1. Rhetoric by Aristotle
This foundational text, written by Aristotle in the 4th century BCE, is one of the earliest comprehensive
treatises on rhetoric. It explores the art of persuasion through ethos, pathos, and logos, laying the
groundwork for classical rhetorical theory. Aristotle’s insights have influenced countless rhetoricians and
remain central to the study of communication and argumentation.

2. Institutio Oratoria by Quintilian
Quintilian’s twelve-volume work is a detailed guide on the education of an orator, combining practical
advice with rhetorical theory. Written in the first century CE, it covers everything from the development
of character to the composition and delivery of speeches. This work is highly valued for its emphasis on
moral integrity and the role of education in effective rhetoric.

3. On the Orator by Cicero
Cicero’s treatise examines the qualities and skills necessary for an ideal orator. Drawing from his experience
as a statesman and lawyer, Cicero discusses the importance of style, delivery, and the ability to adapt to
different audiences. His work remains a key resource for understanding Roman rhetoric and the classical
tradition.

4. Rhetorica ad Herennium (Anonymous)
Often attributed to an unknown author, this is the oldest surviving Latin book on rhetoric, dating from the
1st century BCE. It provides practical advice on argumentation, invention, arrangement, style, memory,
and delivery. The text was widely used during the Renaissance and continues to be studied for its clear
and accessible approach to rhetorical principles.

5. De Oratore by Cicero
This dialogical work presents a conversation on the nature and practice of rhetoric among leading Roman
figures. It emphasizes the orator’s need for wide-ranging knowledge and eloquence, blending philosophy,
politics, and rhetoric. Cicero’s nuanced discussion highlights the ethical and civic responsibilities of public
speakers.



6. On Rhetoric: A Theory of Civic Discourse by Aristotle, translated by George A. Kennedy
This modern translation and commentary make Aristotle’s original concepts accessible to contemporary
readers. George A. Kennedy provides context and analysis that illuminate the enduring relevance of
Aristotle’s ideas on persuasion and public discourse. The book is essential for students and scholars of classical
rhetoric.

7. The Art of Rhetoric by Hermogenes of Tarsus
Hermogenes, a 2nd-century rhetorician, offers a systematic approach to rhetorical style and composition. His
work categorizes different types of rhetorical exercises and provides detailed strategies for effective
speechcraft. This text influenced Byzantine and Renaissance rhetoric, shaping the teaching of oratory for
centuries.

8. Classical Rhetoric for the Modern Student by Edward P.J. Corbett and Robert J. Connors
This comprehensive textbook bridges ancient rhetorical theory and modern writing instruction. It explains
classical concepts with practical examples and exercises, making rhetoric accessible to contemporary
students. The book emphasizes the enduring value of classical rhetoric in developing clear, persuasive
communication.

9. The Cambridge Companion to Classical Rhetoric edited by Erik Gunderson
This collection of essays by leading scholars explores various aspects of classical rhetoric, including its
history, theory, and practice. The volume covers key figures, genres, and cultural contexts, offering a broad
overview of the field. It is an invaluable resource for anyone seeking an in-depth understanding of classical
rhetorical traditions.
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  classical rhetoric: Classical Rhetoric and Its Christian and Secular Tradition from
Ancient to Modern Times George A. Kennedy, 2003-07-11 Since its original publication by UNC
Press in 1980, this book has provided thousands of students with a concise introduction and guide to
the history of the classical tradition in rhetoric, the ancient but ever vital art of persuasion. Now,
George Kennedy offers a thoroughly revised and updated edition of Classical Rhetoric and Its
Christian and Secular Tradition. From its development in ancient Greece and Rome, through its
continuation and adaptation in Europe and America through the Middle Ages and Renaissance, to its
enduring significance in the twentieth century, he traces the theory and practice of classical rhetoric
through history. At each stage of the way, he demonstrates how new societies modified classical
rhetoric to fit their needs. For this edition, Kennedy has updated the text and the bibliography to
incorporate new scholarship; added sections relating to women orators and rhetoricians throughout
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history; and enlarged the discussion of rhetoric in America, Germany, and Spain. He has also
included more information about historical and intellectual contexts to assist the reader in
understanding the tradition of classical rhetoric.
  classical rhetoric: Handbook of Classical Rhetoric in the Hellenistic Period, 330 B.C. - A.D. 400
Stanley E. Porter, 2022-06-13 This detailed reference work provides a comprehensive and
wide-ranging introduction to classical rhetoric as it was practised in the hellenistic period (330
B.C.-A.D.400). In three sections, it provides a thorough description and analysis of the standard
categories of thought, terminology, and theoretical and historical developments of classical rhetoric,
as well as providing useful bibliographies. The three sections of essays define the major categories
of rhetoric, analyze rhetorical practice according to genre of writing, and treat individual writers in
the rhetorical tradition. 27 international scholars from a wide range of backgrounds have
contributed to this high-quality publication, which provides an state-of-the-art overview of the
current research and will from the basis of future explorations. Students of the rhetoric of the New
Testament, the hellenistic period, the classical period and the patristic era will all find this volume
useful and insightful, as will those with general interests in these subjects. This publication has also
been published in hardback (no longer available).
  classical rhetoric: Readings in Classical Rhetoric Thomas W. Benson, Michael H. Prosser,
2013-01-11 Rhetoric -- the theory of oral discourse -- affected and indeed pervaded all aspects of
classical thought. Bearing the stamp of its impact were the Homeric hymns, the Iliad and the
Odyssey, Aeschylus' Eumenides, the great dramatic tragedies, the elegiac and lyric poetry, and the
literature of the Romans, often formed in the Greek image. The rhetorical notion of probability had
direct implications for the classical philosopher and mathematician as it does today. Departments of
speech, English, philosophy and classics provide the key centers of interest in the new and the
classical rhetorics. Despite the considerable enthusiasm for the study of rhetoric, no single work
provides large selections of primary materials written by the classical rhetoricians themselves. Until
now, only secondary sources containing tiny excerpts, or entire and expensive translations of the
ancient rhetorical writings were available. This large anthology of primary readings of the classical
rhetoricians in translation fills this large gap. The continuity and coherence of ancient rhetorical
traditions is emphasized by organizing large excerpts into the topical divisions that later classical
writers agreed upon. The first unit of this anthology sets forth major issues in the definition and
scope of rhetoric, and its appropriate place among other modes of thought and discourse. Parts 2
through 5 are organized according to the traditional canons of oratory -- invention, disposition, style,
memory, and delivery. In organizing the readings this way, the editors represent both the
philosophical and theoretical issues in rhetoric and its pragmatic functions as a craft for making
effective discourse. Selecting excerpts that illustrate the major conflicts within the unfolding
tradition enables a sampling of not only the major points of view, but also the arguments supporting
them. This volume includes selections not only from writings of the standard classical rhetoricians
but also from less typical works which have special value. The editors have utilized the best
accessible translations while remaining absolutely faithful to their texts.
  classical rhetoric: Essays on Classical Rhetoric and Modern Discourse Robert J. Connors,
Lisa S. Ede, Andrea A. Lunsford, 1984 Eighteen essays by leading scholars in English, speech
communication, education, and philosophy explore the vitality of the classical rhetorical tradition
and its influence on both contemporary discourse studies and the teaching of writing. Some of the
essays investigate theoretical and historical issues. Others show the bearing of classical rhetoric on
contemporary problems in composition, thus blending theory and practice. Common to the varied
approaches and viewpoints expressed in this volume is one central theme: the 20th-century revival
of rhetoric entails a recovery of the classical tradition, with its marriage of a rich and fully
articulated theory with an equally efficacious practice. A preface demonstrates the contribution of
Edward P. J.Corbett to the 20th-century revival, and a last chapter includes a bibliography of his
works.
  classical rhetoric: A New History of Classical Rhetoric George A. Kennedy, 1994-11-06



George Kennedy's three volumes on classical rhetoric have long been regarded as authoritative
treatments of the subject. This new volume, an extensive revision and abridgment of The Art of
Persuasion in Greece, The Art of Rhetoric in the Roman World, and Greek Rhetoric under Christian
Emperors, provides a comprehensive history of classical rhetoric, one that is sure to become a
standard for its time. Kennedy begins by identifying the rhetorical features of early Greek literature
that anticipated the formulation of metarhetoric, or a theory of rhetoric, in the fifth and fourth
centuries b.c.e. and then traces the development of that theory through the Greco-Roman period. He
gives an account of the teaching of literary and oral composition in schools, and of Greek and Latin
oratory as the primary rhetorical genre. He also discusses the overlapping disciplines of ancient
philosophy and religion and their interaction with rhetoric. The result is a broad and engaging
history of classical rhetoric that will prove especially useful for students and for others who want an
overview of classical rhetoric in condensed form.
  classical rhetoric: Classical Rhetoric in English Poetry Brian Vickers, 1989 Back in print
after 17 years, this is a concise history of rhetoric as it relates to structure, genre, and style, with
special reference to English literature and literary criticism from Ancient Greece to the end of the
18th century. The core of the book is a quite original argument that the figures of rhetoric were not
mere mechanical devices, were not, as many believed, a nuisance, a quite sterile appendage to
rhetoric to which (unaccountably) teachers, pupils, and writers all over the world devoted much
labor for over 2,000 years. Rather, Vickers demonstrates, rhetoric was a stylized representation of
language and human feelings. Vickers supplements his argument through analyses of the rhetorical
and emotional structure of four Renaissance poems. He also defines 16 of the most common figures
of rhetoric, citing examples from the classics, the Bible, and major English poets from Chaucer to
Pope.
  classical rhetoric: Classical Rhetoric for the Modern Student Edward P. J. Corbett, 1971
Widely used in advanced composition and writing courses, Classical Rhetoric for the Modern
Student discusses the three vital components of classical rhetoric--argument, arrangement, and
style--bringing these elements to life and demonstrating their effective use in yesterday's and today's
writing. Presenting its subject in five parts, the text provides grounding in the elements and
applications of classical rhetoric; the strategies and tactics of argumentation; the effective
presentation and organization of discourses; the development of power, grace, and felicity in
expression; and the history of rhetorical principles. Numerous examples of classic and contemporary
rhetoric, from paragraphs to complete essays, appear throughout the book, many followed by
detailed analyses.The fourth edition of Classical Rhetoric for the Modern Student features a new
section on the Progymnasmata (classical composition exercises), a new analysis of a color
advertisement in the Introduction, an updated survey of the history of rhetoric, and an updated
section on External Aids to Invention.
  classical rhetoric: An Introduction to Classical Rhetoric James D. Williams, 2009-05-04 An
anthology of primary texts in translation, An Introduction to Classical Rhetoric offers an overview of
the social, cultural, and intellectual factors that influenced the development and growth of rhetoric
during the classical period. Uses primary source material to analyze rhetoric from the Sophists
through St. Augustine Provides an in-depth introduction to the period, as well as introductions to
each author and each selection Includes study guides to help students develop multiple perspectives
on the material, stimulate critical thinking, and provide starting points for dialogue Highlights
include Gorgias's Palamedes, Antiphon's Truth, Isocrates' Helen, and Plato's Protagoras Each
selection is followed by suggested writing topics and a short list of suggested additional readings.
  classical rhetoric: Rereading the Sophists Susan C. Jarratt, 1998 In rereading the sophists of
fifth-century Greece, Susan C. Jarratt reinterprets classical rhetoric, with implications for current
theory in rhetoric and composition. -- Provided by publisher
  classical rhetoric: The Contemporary Reception of Classical Rhetoric Kathleen E. Welch,
2013-11-05 Responding to the reassertion of orality in the twentieth century in the form of electronic
media such as the telegraph, film, video, computers, and television, this unique volume traces the



roots of classical rhetoric in the modern world. Welch begins by changing the current view of
classical rhetoric by reinterpreting the existing texts into fluid language contexts -- a change that
requires relinquishing the formulaic tradition, acquiring an awareness of translation issues, and
constructing a classical rhetoric beginning with the Fifth Century B.C. She continues with a
discussion of the adaptability of this material to new language situations, including political,
cultural, and linguistic change, providing it with much of its power as well as its longevity. The book
concludes that classical rhetoric can readily address any situation since it focuses not only on critical
stances toward discourse that already exists, but also presents elaborate theories for the production
of new discourse.
  classical rhetoric: Classical Rhetorics and Rhetoricians Michelle Ballif, Michael G. Moran,
2005-03-30 Alphabetically arranged entries on roughly 60 leading rhetoricians of antiquity detail
their lives and writings and cite works for further reading.
  classical rhetoric: A New History of Classical Rhetoric George Alexander Kennedy, 1994
George Kennedy's three volumes on classical rhetoric have long been regarded as authoritative
treatments of the subject. This new volume, an extensive revision and abridgment of The Art of
Persuasion in Greece, The Art of Rhetoric in the Roman World, and Greek Rhetoric under Christian
Emperors, provides a comprehensive history of classical rhetoric, one that is sure to become a
standard for its time. Kennedy begins by identifying the rhetorical features of early Greek literature
that anticipated the formulation of metarhetoric, or a theory of rhetoric, in the fifth and fourth
centuries b.c.e. and then traces the development of that theory through the Greco-Roman period. He
gives an account of the teaching of literary and oral composition in schools, and of Greek and Latin
oratory as the primary rhetorical genre. He also discusses the overlapping disciplines of ancient
philosophy and religion and their interaction with rhetoric. The result is a broad and engaging
history of classical rhetoric that will prove especially useful for students and for others who want an
overview of classical rhetoric in condensed form.
  classical rhetoric: A Synoptic History of Classical Rhetoric James J. Murphy, Richard A. Katula,
Michael Hoppmann, 2013-07-24 Continuing its tradition of providing students with a thorough
review of ancient Greek and Roman rhetorical theory and practices, A Synoptic History of Classical
Rhetoric is the premier text for undergraduate courses and graduate seminars in the history of
rhetoric. Offering vivid examples of each classical rhetor, rhetorical period, and source text,
students are led to understand rhetoric's role in the exchange of knowledge and ideas. Completely
updated throughout, Part I of this new edition integrates new research and expanded footnotes and
bibliographies for students to develop their own scholarship. Part II offers eight classical texts for
reading, study, and criticism, and includes discussion questions and keys to the text in Part I.
  classical rhetoric: Readings from Classical Rhetoric Patricia P. Matsen, Philip B. Rollinson,
Marion Sousa, 1990 Here, for the first time in one volume, are all the extant writings focusing on
rhetoric that were composed before the fall of Rome. This unique anthology of primary texts in
classical rhetoric contains the work of 24 ancient writers from Homer through St. Augustine,
including Herodotus, Thucydides, Plato, Aristotle, Cicero, Quintilian, Tacitus, and Longinus. Along
with many widely recognized translations, special features include the first English translations of
works by Theon and Nicolaus, as well as new translations of two works by important sophists,
Gorgias’ encomium on Helen and Alcidamas’ essay on composition. The writers are grouped
chronologically into historical periods, allowing the reader to understand the scope and significance
of rhetoric in antiquity. Introductions are included to each period, as well as to each writer, with
writers’ biographies, major works, and salient features of excerpts.
  classical rhetoric: Classical Rhetoric and Contemporary Law Kirsten K. Davis, Brian N. Larson,
Francis J. Mootz, Kristen K. Tiscione, 2024-04-30 From the twin birth of western rhetoric and law in
the Greek-speaking world in the first millennium BCE, law and rhetoric were deeply connected in
the ancient world. In the modern era of legal practice, the clear connections between law and
classical rhetoric have largely been lost to both those trained in the law and those who study
rhetoric. This interdisciplinary reader reestablishes those lost connections by pairing primary source



materials in classical rhetoric and contemporary law. The chapters in this volume show that ancient
rhetorical texts can deepen or disrupt contemporary notions about principles that lie at the root of
western legal traditions and return to us our past, making it possible for scholars across several
disciplines to build on work accomplished centuries before. Broken into four parts, this volume first
covers the historical development of rhetoric. In Part Two, volume editor Mootz and scholar David A.
Frank look at rhetorical theorists at bookends of an era when classical rhetoric was de-valued as a
mode of thought. Mootz discusses the hegemonic wave of Enlightenment epistemology that
separated law from rhetoric, and Frank shows that where Cartesian rationality fails in the modern
era, the humanistic tradition of rhetoric allows law to respond to the needs of justice. Part Three
consists of ten chapters that each (1) introduce a classical rhetorical theorist to the reader, (2)
provide an excerpt from a text by that theorist, and then (3) demonstrate the relevance of that work
to a contemporary court case. Moving from the Sophists, through Aristotle and Plato and their Greek
contemporaries, to the Roman rhetoricians Cicero and Quintilian, and finally, to the early medieval
rhetorician, St. Augustine, these reprinted classical texts are contextualized by leading scholars in
law, classics, and rhetoric, each with probing discussion questions for readers to engage and
interact with the materials rhetorically. This vital resource of primary texts demonstrates how
rhetoric illuminates the operation of the legal system and reconnects law to its rhetorical roots.
Structured for use by scholars in critical inquiry and well suited for use in graduate or law school
courses, Classical Rhetoric and Contemporary Law will be of interest to law, rhetoric, English, and
communication scholars, and as an interactive catalyst to examine the ways in which ancient
rhetorical theory informs our understanding of law practice today--
  classical rhetoric: A New Handbook of Rhetoric Michele Kennerly, 2021-07-12 Like every
discipline, Rhetorical Studies relies on a technical vocabulary to convey specialized concepts, but
few disciplines rely so deeply on a set of terms developed so long ago. Pathos, kairos, doxa,
topos—these and others originate from the so-called classical world, which has conferred on them
excessive authority. Without jettisoning these rhetorical terms altogether, this handbook addresses
critiques of their ongoing relevance, explanatory power, and exclusionary effects. A New Handbook
of Rhetoric inverts the terms of classical rhetoric by applying to them the alpha privative, a prefix
that expresses absence. Adding the prefix α- to more than a dozen of the most important terms in
the field, the contributors to this volume build a new vocabulary for rhetorical inquiry. Essays on
apathy, akairos, adoxa, and atopos, among others, explore long-standing disciplinary habits, reveal
the denials and privileges inherent in traditional rhetorical inquiry, and theorize new problems and
methods. Using this vocabulary in an analysis of current politics, media, and technology, the essays
illuminate aspects of contemporary culture that traditional rhetorical theory often overlooks.
Innovative and groundbreaking, A New Handbook of Rhetoric at once draws on and unsettles
ancient Greek rhetorical terms, opening new avenues for studying values, norms, and phenomena
often stymied by the tradition. In addition to the editor, the contributors include Caddie Alford,
Benjamin Firgens, Cory Geraths, Anthony J. Irizarry, Mari Lee Mifsud, John Muckelbauer, Bess R. H.
Myers, Damien Smith Pfister, Nathaniel A. Rivers, and Alessandra Von Burg.
  classical rhetoric: Classical Rhetoric and Modern Public Relations Charles Marsh, 2013-05-07
This book expands the theoretical foundations of modern public relations, a growing young
profession that lacked even a name until the twentieth century. As the discipline seeks guiding
theories and paradigms, rhetorics both ancient and modern have proven to be fruitful fields of
exploration. Charles Marsh presents Isocratean rhetoric as an instructive antecedent. Isocrates was
praised by Cicero and Quintilian as the master of all rhetoricians, favored over Plato and Aristotle.
By delineating the strategic value of Isocratean rhetoric to modern public relations, Marsh
addresses the call for research into the philosophical, theoretical, and ethical origins of the field. He
also addresses the call among scholars of classical rhetoric for modern relevance. Because Isocrates
maintained that stable relationships must solicit and honor dissent, Marsh analyzes both historic and
contemporary challenges to Isocratean rhetoric. He then moves forward to establish the modern
applications of Isocrates in persuasion, education, strategic planning, new media, postmodern



practices, and paradigms such as excellence theory, communitarianism, fully functioning society
theory, and reflection.
  classical rhetoric: Readings from Classical Rhetoric Patricia P. Matsen, Philip B. Rollinson,
Marion Sousa, 1990 Here, for the first time in one volume, are all the extant writings focusing on
rhetoric that were composed before the fall of Rome. This unique anthology of primary texts in
classical rhetoric contains the work of 24 ancient writers from Homer through St. Augustine,
including Herodotus, Thucydides, Plato, Aristotle, Cicero, Quintilian, Tacitus, and Longinus. Along
with many widely recognized translations, special features include the first English translations of
works by Theon and Nicolaus, as well as new translations of two works by important sophists,
Gorgias' encomium on Helen and Alcidamas' essay on composition. The writers are grouped
chronologically into historical periods, allowing the reader to understand the scope and significance
of rhetoric in antiquity. Introductions are included to each period, as well as to each writer, with
writers' biographies, major works, and salient features of excerpts.
  classical rhetoric: Classical Rhetoric and Its Christian and Secular Tradition from
Ancient to Modern Times George Alexander Kennedy, 1980 A revised and updated edition of the
popular and widely used guide to the classical tradition of rhetoric from its development in ancient
Greece and Rome to the 20th-century.
  classical rhetoric: A Synoptic History of Classical Rhetoric James J. Murphy, Richard A. Katula,
Michael Hoppmann, 2013-07-24 Continuing its tradition of providing students with a thorough
review of ancient Greek and Roman rhetorical theory and practices, A Synoptic History of Classical
Rhetoric is the premier text for undergraduate courses and graduate seminars in the history of
rhetoric. Offering vivid examples of each classical rhetor, rhetorical period, and source text,
students are led to understand rhetoric's role in the exchange of knowledge and ideas. Completely
updated throughout, Part I of this new edition integrates new research and expanded footnotes and
bibliographies for students to develop their own scholarship. Part II offers eight classical texts for
reading, study, and criticism, and includes discussion questions and keys to the text in Part I.
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