
cartography history

cartography history traces the fascinating development of mapmaking from ancient
times to the modern era. This rich narrative reveals how humans have sought to represent
the world visually, combining art, science, and exploration. The evolution of cartography
reflects advances in geography, mathematics, and technology, showcasing the changing
understanding of the Earth’s surface throughout history. Early maps were often symbolic
and simplistic, evolving into more accurate and detailed representations due to
innovations in projection techniques and surveying methods. The history of cartography
also intersects with cultural, political, and scientific developments, illustrating how maps
have shaped and been shaped by human civilization. This article explores key milestones
in the history of cartography, highlighting influential periods, important figures, and
technological breakthroughs that transformed mapmaking. The following sections provide
a comprehensive overview of cartography’s past, from ancient beginnings to digital
mapping today.

Ancient Cartography: Origins and Early Maps

Medieval Cartography: Religious and Cultural Influences

Renaissance Cartography: Scientific Advancements

Modern Cartography: Technology and Precision

Digital Cartography: The Future of Mapmaking

Ancient Cartography: Origins and Early Maps
The origins of cartography history date back thousands of years, when early civilizations
began creating rudimentary maps to represent their surroundings. These initial efforts
were primarily practical, intended for navigation, land division, and resource
management. Ancient maps often combined geographic knowledge with mythological or
religious elements, reflecting the worldview of their creators.

Mesopotamian and Egyptian Contributions
Some of the earliest known maps come from Mesopotamia and Egypt, dating back to
around 2300 BCE. These maps were typically inscribed on clay tablets or papyrus and
depicted local terrain, irrigation systems, and city layouts. The Babylonian “Imago Mundi”
is one of the oldest surviving world maps, illustrating a symbolic representation of the
known world surrounded by water.



Greek and Roman Advances
The Greeks and Romans significantly advanced cartography by applying geometry and
systematic observation. Figures such as Anaximander and Ptolemy introduced concepts of
latitude and longitude, enabling more precise geographic positioning. Ptolemy’s
“Geographia,” written in the 2nd century CE, compiled extensive geographic knowledge
and included instructions for mapmaking using coordinate systems, influencing
cartography for centuries.

Key Features of Ancient Maps

Symbolic depictions combining geography and mythology

Use of natural landmarks for orientation

Focus on local and regional areas rather than global accuracy

Materials such as clay tablets, stone carvings, and papyrus

Medieval Cartography: Religious and Cultural
Influences
During the medieval period, cartography history reflects a fusion of religious beliefs and
geographic knowledge. European maps often emphasized theological concepts, with
Jerusalem at the center of the world. Meanwhile, Islamic scholars preserved and expanded
geographic knowledge, contributing to mapmaking traditions that influenced both East
and West.

Christian Mappaemundi
Mappaemundi were medieval European maps that portrayed the world as a spiritual and
symbolic landscape rather than a precise geographic representation. These maps often
depicted biblical events, religious symbolism, and mythical creatures. The Hereford
Mappa Mundi (circa 1300) is a famous example, illustrating medieval perceptions of the
world’s geography and cosmology.

Islamic Contributions to Cartography
Islamic cartographers made significant advances during the medieval era, synthesizing
Greek, Roman, and local knowledge. Scholars such as Al-Idrisi created detailed world
maps that incorporated extensive travel and exploration data. Al-Idrisi’s 12th-century map
for the Norman King Roger II of Sicily represents one of the most accurate medieval maps
and served as a bridge between ancient and Renaissance cartography.



Characteristics of Medieval Maps

Integration of religious and mythological elements

Limited geographic accuracy in favor of symbolic meaning

Emphasis on pilgrimage routes and sacred sites

Use of vellum and parchment as materials

Renaissance Cartography: Scientific
Advancements
The Renaissance marked a turning point in the history of cartography with the revival of
classical knowledge and the Age of Exploration. Cartographers began applying scientific
principles and empirical observation to create more accurate maps. This period witnessed
the development of new projection techniques and the widespread use of printing, which
helped disseminate geographic knowledge globally.

Impact of the Age of Exploration
European voyages to the Americas, Africa, and Asia provided new geographic data that
revolutionized mapmaking. Explorers like Christopher Columbus and Ferdinand Magellan
expanded the known world, prompting cartographers to update and refine world maps.
These journeys contributed to the shift from symbolic medieval maps to precise
geographic depictions.

Innovations in Map Projection
Renaissance cartographers introduced various projection methods to represent the
spherical Earth on flat surfaces. Gerardus Mercator’s 1569 world map employed a
cylindrical projection that preserved angles, greatly aiding navigation. Other projections,
such as the Ptolemaic and globular, were also refined during this time, improving the
scientific accuracy of maps.

Printing and the Spread of Cartographic Knowledge

Introduction of the printing press enabled mass production of maps

Standardization of map symbols and scales

Increased accessibility of geographic information across Europe



Collaboration between cartographers and explorers

Modern Cartography: Technology and Precision
Modern cartography history is defined by technological innovations that enhanced
precision and utility. The development of surveying instruments, aerial photography, and
geodetic science transformed mapmaking into a rigorous scientific discipline. Maps
became essential tools for military, economic, and urban planning purposes, reflecting
detailed and accurate representations of the Earth’s surface.

Advances in Surveying and Measurement
The invention of tools such as the theodolite and chronometer allowed precise
measurement of angles and time, improving longitude and latitude calculations.
Triangulation methods enabled accurate land surveys, facilitating the creation of detailed
topographic maps. These advances laid the groundwork for modern geographic
information systems (GIS).

Aerial Photography and Remote Sensing
In the 20th century, aerial photography revolutionized cartography by providing
comprehensive overhead views of terrain. This technology allowed for more detailed and
up-to-date mapping, especially in inaccessible areas. Later, satellite imagery and remote
sensing further enhanced the ability to monitor and map environmental changes on a
global scale.

Applications of Modern Cartography

Military strategy and navigation

Urban planning and infrastructure development

Environmental monitoring and conservation

Disaster management and emergency response

Digital Cartography: The Future of Mapmaking
The advent of digital technology has transformed the history of cartography into a new era
characterized by dynamic, interactive maps. Geographic Information Systems (GIS),



Global Positioning Systems (GPS), and online mapping platforms have democratized
access to geographic data and enabled real-time spatial analysis. Digital cartography
continues to evolve, integrating big data, artificial intelligence, and 3D visualization.

Geographic Information Systems (GIS)
GIS technology allows the collection, analysis, and visualization of spatial data in layers,
facilitating complex geographic studies. This system supports decision-making in various
fields, including urban planning, public health, and natural resource management. GIS
represents a significant leap forward in the precision and functionality of maps.

Global Positioning Systems (GPS) and Mobile Mapping
GPS technology provides accurate location data anywhere on Earth, enabling navigation
and mapping on mobile devices. The integration of GPS with smartphones has made
personal navigation accessible to millions, influencing travel, logistics, and emergency
services. Mobile mapping applications continuously update geographic information,
enhancing user experience.

Emerging Trends in Digital Cartography

3D and augmented reality maps for immersive experiences

Real-time data integration for dynamic mapping

Use of AI for automated map creation and analysis

Open-source mapping projects encouraging collaboration

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of cartography?
Cartography, the art and science of map-making, originated in ancient civilizations such as
Mesopotamia and Egypt around 2300 BCE, where early maps were created for navigation,
land surveying, and territorial purposes.

How did ancient Greeks contribute to cartography?
Ancient Greeks, particularly figures like Ptolemy and Herodotus, advanced cartography by
introducing concepts of latitude and longitude, and by producing more systematic and
scientific maps that influenced map-making for centuries.



What was the significance of the Age of Exploration for
cartography?
The Age of Exploration (15th to 17th centuries) dramatically expanded the geographic
knowledge of the world, leading to improved map accuracy, the creation of world maps,
and the introduction of new mapping techniques driven by explorers like Columbus and
Magellan.

How did the invention of the printing press impact the
history of cartography?
The invention of the printing press in the 15th century allowed for the mass production
and wider distribution of maps, making cartographic knowledge more accessible and
standardized across Europe and beyond.

What role did the work of Gerardus Mercator play in
cartography history?
Gerardus Mercator, a 16th-century cartographer, developed the Mercator projection, a
map projection that represents lines of constant compass bearing as straight segments,
greatly aiding navigation despite its distortion of size near the poles.

How has technology influenced modern cartography
compared to historical methods?
Modern cartography has been transformed by technology such as GIS (Geographic
Information Systems), satellite imagery, and digital mapping tools, enabling highly
accurate, interactive, and real-time maps, a significant evolution from manual drawing and
surveying techniques used historically.

What are some key historical maps that shaped the
development of cartography?
Key historical maps include the Babylonian World Map, Ptolemy’s Geographia, the Tabula
Rogeriana by Al-Idrisi, and the Waldseemüller map, each contributing unique geographic
knowledge and artistic style that influenced the progression of map-making.

Additional Resources
1. “The History of Cartography, Volume 1: Cartography in Prehistoric, Ancient, and
Medieval Europe and the Mediterranean”
This comprehensive volume explores the origins and development of mapmaking from
prehistoric times through the Middle Ages in Europe and the Mediterranean region. It
covers early symbolic representations, classical Greek and Roman maps, and medieval
manuscript cartography. The book offers valuable insights into how societies understood
and depicted their world across centuries.



2. “Cartographies of Time: A History of the Timeline”
This book delves into the development of timelines as a form of cartographic
representation, illustrating how humans have mapped time alongside space. It traces the
evolution of visual chronology from ancient times to modern infographics. Through
detailed examples, the author reveals the cultural and historical significance of time
mapping.

3. “Mapping the World: An Illustrated History of Cartography”
A richly illustrated guide that chronicles the major milestones in the history of mapmaking
worldwide. The book presents famous maps, the stories behind their creation, and the
cartographers who shaped geographic knowledge. It is an accessible resource for
understanding how maps have influenced exploration, politics, and science.

4. “The Mapping of New Spain: Indigenous Cartography and the Maps of the Relaciones
Geográficas”
Focusing on the 16th-century Spanish colonial period, this book examines indigenous and
European mapping practices in New Spain (present-day Mexico). It highlights how native
peoples contributed to cartographic knowledge through the Relaciones Geográficas
surveys. The text offers a unique perspective on cultural exchange and the politics of
colonial mapping.

5. “Ptolemy’s Geography: An Annotated Translation of the Theoretical Chapters”
This work presents a modern translation and analysis of Claudius Ptolemy’s seminal
treatise on geography and map projection from the 2nd century AD. It explains the
mathematical and theoretical foundations of early cartography that influenced mapmaking
for over a millennium. The book is essential for understanding classical cartographic
principles.

6. “The Power of Maps”
A critical exploration of how maps have been used as instruments of power and persuasion
throughout history. The author discusses the social, political, and ideological implications
of cartography, showing that maps are not neutral representations but tools that shape
perception. This book encourages readers to think critically about the maps they
encounter.

7. “The Mapmakers: The Story of the Great Pioneers in Cartography from Antiquity to the
Space Age”
This narrative-driven book profiles key figures who advanced the art and science of
mapmaking across centuries. From ancient astronomers to modern satellite
cartographers, it tells the personal and professional stories behind groundbreaking maps.
The book captures the human element behind cartographic innovation.

8. “Ancient Maps: The Illustrated History of Mapmaking during the Greek and Roman
Empires”
Focusing on the classical era, this book showcases the maps and geographic knowledge of
the Greeks and Romans. It explores how ancient cartographers combined empirical
observation with mythology and philosophy. The volume includes many reproductions of
ancient maps and related artifacts.

9. “Measuring America: How the United States Was Shaped by the Greatest Land Sale in
History”



This historical account details the surveying and mapping efforts that defined the
boundaries and land divisions of the early United States. It highlights the technical
challenges and political debates surrounding the Public Land Survey System. The book
reveals how cartography played a critical role in the nation’s expansion and development.
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  cartography history: Map Worlds Will C. van den Hoonaard, 2013-09-21 Map Worlds plots a
journey of discovery through the world of women map-makers from the golden age of cartography in
the sixteenth-century Low Countries to tactile maps in contemporary Brazil. Author Will C. van den
Hoonaard examines the history of women in the profession, sets out the situation of women in
technical fields and cartography-related organizations, and outlines the challenges they face in their
careers. Map Worlds explores women as colourists in early times, describes the major houses of
cartographic production, and delves into the economic function of intermarriages among
cartographic houses and families. It relates how in later centuries, working from the margins,
women produced maps to record painful tribal memories or sought to remedy social injustices. Much
later, one woman so changed the way we think about continents that the shift has been likened to
the Copernican revolution. Other women created order and wonder about the lunar landscape, and
still others turned the art and science of making maps inside out, exposing the hidden, unconscious,
and subliminal “text” of maps. Shared by all these map-makers are themes of social justice and
making maps work for the betterment of humanity.
  cartography history: Cartography Matthew H. Edney, 2019-04-12 Over the past four decades,
the volumes published in the landmark History of Cartography series have both chronicled and
encouraged scholarship about maps and mapping practices across time and space. As the current
director of the project that has produced these volumes, Matthew H. Edney has a unique vantage
point for understanding what “cartography” has come to mean and include. In this book Edney
disavows the term cartography, rejecting the notion that maps represent an undifferentiated
category of objects for study. Rather than treating maps as a single, unified group, he argues,
scholars need to take a processual approach that examines specific types of maps—sea charts versus
thematic maps, for example—in the context of the unique circumstances of their production,
circulation, and consumption. To illuminate this bold argument, Edney chronicles precisely how the
ideal of cartography that has developed in the West since 1800 has gone astray. By exposing the
flaws in this ideal, his book challenges everyone who studies maps and mapping practices to
reexamine their approach to the topic. The study of cartography will never be the same.
  cartography history: The World Through Maps John R. Short, 2003 An illustrated history of
maps and mapmaking, including reproductions of 200 antique maps.
  cartography history: History of Cartography Elri Liebenberg, Imre Josef Demhardt, 2012-01-05
This volume comprises the proceedings of the 2010 International Symposium of the ICA Commission
on the History of Cartography. The nineteen papers reflect the research interests of the Commission
which span the period from the Enlightenment to the evolution of Geographical Information Science.
Apart from studies on general cartography, the volume, which reflects some co-operation with the
ICA Commission on Maps and Society and the United States Geological Survey (USGS), contains
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regional studies on cartographic endeavours in Northern America, Brazil, and Southern Africa. The
ICA Commission on Maps and Society participated as its field of study often overlaps with that of the
ICA Commission on the History of Cartography. The USGS which is the official USA mapping
organisation, was invited to emphasise that the ICA Commission on the History of Cartography is not
only interested in historical maps, but also has as mandate the research and document the history of
Geographical Information Science. The ICA Commission on Maps and Society participated as its field
of study often overlaps with that of the ICA Commission on the History of Cartography. The USGS
which is the official USA mapping organisation, was invited to emphasise that the ICA Commission
on the History of Cartography is not only interested in historical maps, but also has as mandate the
research and document the history of Geographical Information Science.
  cartography history: The History of Cartography John Brian Harley, David Woodward, Mark
S. Monmonier, 1987 When the University of Chicago Press launched the landmark History of
Cartography series nearly thirty years ago, founding editors J.B. Harley and David Woodward hoped
to create a new basis for map history. They did not, however, anticipate the larger renaissance in
map studies that the series would inspire. But as the renown of the series and the
comprehensiveness and acuity of the present volume demonstrate, the history of cartography has
proven to be unexpectedly fertile ground.--Amazon.com.
  cartography history: History of Cartography Leo Bagrow, 2017-07-12 This illustrated work is
intended to acquaint readers with the early maps produced in both Europe and the rest of the world,
and to tell us something of their development, their makers and printers, their varieties and
characteristics. The authors' chief concern is with the appearance of maps: they exclude any
examination of their content, or of scientific methods of mapmaking. This book ends in the second
half of the eighteenth century, when craftsmanship was superseded by specialized science and the
machine. As a history of the evolution of the early map, it is a stunning work of art and science. This
expanded second edition of Bagrow and Skelton's History of Cartography marks the reappearance of
this seminal work after a hiatus of nearly a half century. As a reprint project undertaken many years
after the book last appeared, finding suitable materials to work from proved to be no easy task.
Because of the wealth of monochrome and color plates, the book could only be properly reproduced
using the original materials. Ultimately the authors were able to obtain materials from the original
printer Scotchprints or contact films made directly from original plates, thus allowing the work to
preserve the beauty and clarity of the illustrations. Old maps, collated with other materials, help us
to elucidate the course of human history. It was not until the eighteenth century, however, that maps
were gradually stripped of their artistic decoration and transformed into plain, specialist sources of
information based upon measurement. Maps are objects of historical, artistic, and cultural
significance, and thus collecting them seems to need no justification, simply enjoyment.
  cartography history: The New Nature of Maps J. B. Harley, 2002-10-03 In these essays the
author draws on ideas in art history, literature, philosophy and the study of visual culture to subvert
the traditional 'positivist' model of cartography and replace it with one grounded in an iconological
and semiotic theory of the nature of maps.
  cartography history: The History of Cartography, Volume 6 Mark Monmonier, 2015-05-18
For more than thirty years, the History of Cartography Project has charted the course for
scholarship on cartography, bringing together research from a variety of disciplines on the creation,
dissemination, and use of maps. Volume 6, Cartography in the Twentieth Century, continues this
tradition with a groundbreaking survey of the century just ended and a new full-color, encyclopedic
format. The twentieth century is a pivotal period in map history. The transition from paper to digital
formats led to previously unimaginable dynamic and interactive maps. Geographic information
systems radically altered cartographic institutions and reduced the skill required to create maps.
Satellite positioning and mobile communications revolutionized wayfinding. Mapping evolved as an
important tool for coping with complexity, organizing knowledge, and influencing public opinion in
all parts of the globe and at all levels of society. Volume 6 covers these changes comprehensively,
while thoroughly demonstrating the far-reaching effects of maps on science, technology, and



society—and vice versa. The lavishly produced volume includes more than five hundred articles
accompanied by more than a thousand images. Hundreds of expert contributors provide both
original research, often based on their own participation in the developments they describe, and
interpretations of larger trends in cartography. Designed for use by both scholars and the general
public, this definitive volume is a reference work of first resort for all who study and love maps.
  cartography history: Art and Cartography David Woodward, 1987-02 The
contributors—Svetlana Alpers, Samuel Y. Edgerton, Jr., Ulla Ehrensvard, Juergen Schulz, James A.
Welu, and David Woodward—examine the historical links between art and cartography from varied
perspectives.
  cartography history: The History of Cartography, Volume 4 Matthew H. Edney, Mary Sponberg
Pedley, 2020-05-15 Since its launch in 1987, the History of Cartography series has garnered critical
acclaim and sparked a new generation of interdisciplinary scholarship. Cartography in the European
Enlightenment, the highly anticipated fourth volume, offers a comprehensive overview of the
cartographic practices of Europeans, Russians, and the Ottomans, both at home and in overseas
territories, from 1650 to 1800. The social and intellectual changes that swept Enlightenment Europe
also transformed many of its mapmaking practices. A new emphasis on geometric principles gave
rise to improved tools for measuring and mapping the world, even as large-scale cartographic
projects became possible under the aegis of powerful states. Yet older mapping practices persisted:
Enlightenment cartography encompassed a wide variety of processes for making, circulating, and
using maps of different types. The volume’s more than four hundred encyclopedic articles explore
the era’s mapping, covering topics both detailed—such as geodetic surveying, thematic mapping,
and map collecting—and broad, such as women and cartography, cartography and the economy, and
the art and design of maps. Copious bibliographical references and nearly one thousand full-color
illustrations complement the detailed entries.
  cartography history: Comparative Map History and “the History of Cartography” Matthew H.
Edney, 2025-07-10 The apparently centuries-old field of “the history of cartography” was invented
after 1950 through incomplete historiographies by leading map historians. This monograph uses an
empirically grounded analysis of the ways in which early maps have been systematically studied
since the early 1800s to offer an innovative account of the practices and institutions of comparative
map history in support of Western imperialism and nationalism, and of how the field was
reconfigured as the core of a newly idealized discipline of “the history of cartography.”
  cartography history: A History of Spaces John Pickles, 2012-11-12 This book provides an
essential insight into the practices and ideas of maps and map-making. It draws on a wide range of
social theorists, and theorists of maps and cartography, to show how maps and map-making have
shaped the spaces in which we live. Going beyond the focus of traditional cartography, the book
draws on examples of the use of maps from the sixteenth century to the present, including their role
in projects of the national and colonial state, emergent capitalism and the planetary consciousness of
the natural sciences. It also considers the use of maps for military purposes, maps that have coded
modern conceptions of health, disease and social character, and maps of the transparent human
body and the transparent earth.
  cartography history: The History of Polish Cartography from the 15th to the 18th
Century Karol Buczek, 1966
  cartography history: Mapping And Imagination In The Great Basin Richard V.
Francaviglia, 2005-03-07 The Great Basin was the last region of continental North America to be
explored and mapped, and it remained largely a mystery to Euro-Americans until well into the
nineteenth century. In Mapping and Imagination in the Great Basin, geographer-historian Richard
Francaviglia shows how the Great Basin gradually emerged from its “cartographic silence” as terra
incognita and how this fascinating process both paralleled the development of the sciences of
surveying, geology, hydrology, and cartography and reflected the changing geopolitical aspirations
of the European colonial powers and the United States. Francaviglia’s interdisciplinary account of
the mapping of the Great Basin combines a chronicle of the exploration of the region with a history



of the art and science of cartography and of the political, economic, and cultural contexts in which
maps are created. It also offers a compelling, wide-ranging discussion that combines a description of
the daunting physical realities of the Great Basin with a cogent examination of the ways humans,
from early Native Americans to nineteenth-century surveyors to twentieth-century highway and air
travelers, have understood, defined, and organized this space, psychologically and through the
medium of maps. Mapping and Imagination in the Great Basin continues Francaviglia’s insightful,
richly nuanced meditation on the Great Basin landscape that began in Believing in Place.
  cartography history: 100 Maps John O. E. Clark, 2005 Presents a chronological overview of the
history of cartography, from the earliest maps of prehistory to the engraved maps of the seventeenth
century and beyond. Includes illustrations.
  cartography history: The Sovereign Map Christian Jacob, 2006-10-15 Publisher Description
  cartography history: Maps & Civilization Norman J. W. Thrower, 2024-05-31 In this concise
introduction to the history of cartography, Norman J. W. Thrower charts the intimate links between
maps and history from antiquity to the present day. A wealth of illustrations, including the oldest
known map and contemporary examples made using Geographical Information Systems (GIS),
illuminate the many ways in which various human cultures have interpreted spatial relationships.
The third edition of Maps and Civilization incorporates numerous revisions, features new material
throughout the book, and includes a new alphabetized bibliography. Praise for previous editions of
Maps and Civilization: A marvelous compendium of map lore. Anyone truly interested in the
development of cartography will want to have his or her own copy to annotate, underline, and index
for handy referencing.—L. M. Sebert, Geomatica
  cartography history: Maps and Their Makers Gerald Roe Crone, 1968
  cartography history: Monarchs, Ministers, and Maps David Buisseret, 1992-12-15 These
diverse essays investigate political factors behind the rapid development of cartography in
Renaissance Europe and its impact on emerging European nations. By 1500 a few rulers had already
discovered that better knowledge of their lands would strengthen their control over them; by 1550,
the cartographer's art had become an important instrument for bringing territories under the
control of centralized government. Throughout the following century increasing governmental
reliance on maps demanded greater accuracy and more sophisticated techniques. This volume, a
detailed survey of the political uses of cartography between 1400 and 1700 in Europe, answers these
questions: When did monarchs and ministers begin to perceive that maps could be useful in
government? For what purposes were maps commissioned? How accurate and useful were they?
How did cartographic knowledge strengthen the hand of government? By focusing on particular
places and periods in early modern Europe, the chapters offer new insights into the growth of
cartography as a science, the impetus behind these developments - often rulers attempting to
expand their power - and the role of mapmaking in European history. The essay on Poland reveals
that cartographic progress came only under the impetus of powerful rulers; another explores the
French monarchy's role in the burst of scientific cartography that marked the opening of the
splendid century. Additional chapters discuss the profound influence of cartographic ideas on the
English aristocracy during the sixteenth century, the relation of progress in mapmaking to
imperialistic goals of the Spanish and Austrian Habsburgs, and the supposed primacy of Italian
mapmakingfollowing the Renaissance. Contributors to this volume are Peter Barber, David
Buisseret, John Marino, Michael J. Mikos, Geoffrey Parker, and James Vann. These essays were
originally presented as the Kenneth Nebenzahl, Jr., Lectures in the History of Cartography at the
Newberry Library.
  cartography history: Decolonizing the Map James R. Akerman, 2017-06-16 Almost
universally, newly independent states make the production of new maps and atlases affirming their
independence and identity a top priority, but the processes and practices by which previously
colonized peoples become more engaged or re-engaged in mapping their own territories are rarely
straightforward. This collection explores the relationship between mapping and decolonization while
engaging recent theoretical debates about the nature of decolonization itself. The essays, originally



delivered as the 2010 Kenneth Nebenzahl Jr. Lectures in the History of Cartography at the
Newberry Library, encompass more than two centuries (from the late eighteenth through the
twentieth) and three continents (Latin America, Africa, and Asia). Topics range from mapping and
national identity in late colonial Mexico to the enduring crisis created by the partition of British
India and the persistence of racial prejudices and the racialized organization of space in apartheid
and postapartheid South Africa.
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