
civic education curriculum

civic education curriculum plays a crucial role in shaping informed, responsible citizens who understand their
rights, duties, and the workings of government. This educational framework is designed to equip students with
knowledge about political systems, democratic principles, social justice, and community engagement. A well-
structured civic education curriculum fosters critical thinking, ethical reasoning, and active participation in
civic life. This article explores the key components of an effective civic education curriculum, its importance in
modern society, and best practices for implementation in schools. Additionally, it examines the challenges faced
in delivering comprehensive civic education and highlights innovative strategies to enhance student engagement.
The following sections provide an in-depth overview of civic education curriculum essentials, objectives,
content, teaching methodologies, and assessment techniques.

Understanding the Civic Education Curriculum
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Effective Teaching Methods for Civic Education

Assessment and Evaluation in Civic Education Curriculum
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Understanding the Civic Education Curriculum

The civic education curriculum refers to a structured program of study that informs students about
governmental structures, citizen rights, and responsibilities. It encompasses knowledge about political
institutions, laws, civic values, and participation in democratic processes. The goal is to prepare learners to
be active, informed members of society who contribute to community and national development. This curriculum
is integral to fostering a sense of belonging and responsibility towards the country and its democratic ideals.

Historical Context and Evolution

Civic education has evolved significantly over time, adapting to changes in political landscapes and societal
needs. Historically, it focused primarily on teaching the functions of government and basic citizenship.
Contemporary civic education curriculum now emphasizes critical thinking, social justice, and multicultural
understanding. These changes reflect a broader approach to preparing students for complex, diverse societies.

Importance in Contemporary Education

In today’s globalized and politically dynamic world, the civic education curriculum is more important than
ever. It helps combat misinformation, promotes tolerance, and encourages constructive civic participation.
Well-informed citizens are better equipped to engage in democratic processes and advocate for equitable
policies. Therefore, integrating civic education into school programs is essential for sustaining democratic
governance and social cohesion.



Core Objectives of Civic Education

The civic education curriculum is designed to achieve several fundamental objectives that guide its development
and implementation. These objectives ensure that students gain a comprehensive understanding of their role
within society and the democratic system.

Developing Civic Knowledge

One primary objective is to provide students with detailed knowledge about government structures,
constitutional rights, and political processes. This knowledge forms the foundation for understanding how
societies function and how policies affect everyday life.

Fostering Civic Skills

Civic education aims to develop essential skills such as critical thinking, debate, problem-solving, and
collaboration. These skills empower students to analyze social issues, engage in informed discussions, and
participate effectively in civic activities.

Encouraging Civic Attitudes and Values

The curriculum also focuses on cultivating values such as respect for diversity, a commitment to justice, and
a sense of responsibility. These attitudes are critical for promoting social harmony and ethical citizenship.

Key Components and Topics Covered

An effective civic education curriculum covers a range of topics that collectively build students’
understanding of civic life. These components are carefully selected to ensure relevance and comprehensiveness.

Government and Political Systems

This component includes the study of local, state, and federal government structures, political parties, and
electoral systems. Understanding these elements helps students grasp how political power is organized and
exercised.

Rights and Responsibilities of Citizens

Students learn about constitutional rights, civil liberties, and the duties associated with citizenship. This
knowledge is vital for recognizing personal freedoms and the importance of civic duties such as voting and jury
service.

Civic Participation and Engagement

The curriculum emphasizes the various ways citizens can participate in democracy, including voting, activism,
community service, and public discourse. Practical engagement opportunities are often integrated to reinforce
learning.



Social Justice and Ethics

Topics related to equity, human rights, and ethical behavior are included to develop students’ moral reasoning
and awareness of societal challenges. This fosters empathy and a commitment to fairness.

Structure and functions of government

Constitutional rights and civil liberties

Democratic participation methods

Ethics and social responsibility

Current events and public policy

Effective Teaching Methods for Civic Education

Implementing the civic education curriculum effectively requires dynamic and interactive teaching strategies.
These methods engage students actively and encourage deeper understanding.

Discussion and Debate

Classroom discussions and debates stimulate critical thinking and allow students to explore diverse
viewpoints. This method promotes respectful dialogue and analytical skills.

Project-Based Learning

Projects related to community issues or civic responsibilities encourage hands-on learning and practical
application of knowledge. This approach enhances student motivation and real-world relevance.

Simulations and Role-Playing

Simulating governmental processes or civic activities helps students experience democracy firsthand. Role-
playing exercises develop empathy and insight into decision-making challenges.

Use of Technology and Multimedia

Incorporating digital tools and multimedia resources can make civic education more engaging and accessible.
Online platforms, videos, and interactive modules support diverse learning styles.

Assessment and Evaluation in Civic Education Curriculum

Assessment methods in civic education are designed to measure both knowledge acquisition and the development
of civic skills and attitudes. Effective evaluation supports ongoing curriculum improvement.



Formative Assessments

Formative assessments such as quizzes, class participation, and reflective journals provide ongoing feedback
to students and educators. These assessments help identify areas needing further attention.

Summative Assessments

Tests, essays, and presentations serve as summative assessments to evaluate comprehensive understanding of
civic concepts and the ability to apply them critically.

Performance-Based Assessments

Assessing civic engagement through community projects, debates, and simulations offers insight into students’
practical skills and commitment to civic responsibilities.

Challenges and Solutions in Civic Education Implementation

Despite its importance, implementing a comprehensive civic education curriculum faces several challenges related
to resources, political sensitivities, and student engagement.

Resource Limitations

Many schools struggle with limited time, materials, and trained educators to deliver effective civic education.
Addressing these resource constraints is essential for program success.

Political and Cultural Sensitivities

Civic topics can be contentious, leading to resistance or biased teaching. Developing balanced curricula and
training teachers to handle sensitive issues objectively is critical.

Student Engagement and Motivation

Engaging students in civic education requires relevant content and interactive methods. Incorporating current
events and community involvement can increase interest and participation.

Strategies for Improvement

Providing professional development for educators1.

Integrating civic education across multiple subjects2.

Utilizing technology to enhance learning experiences3.

Encouraging partnerships with community organizations4.

Regularly updating curriculum content to reflect societal changes5.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main purpose of a civic education curriculum?

The main purpose of a civic education curriculum is to equip students with the knowledge, skills, and values
necessary to participate effectively and responsibly in civic life and democratic processes.

How does civic education curriculum promote democratic values?

Civic education curriculum promotes democratic values by teaching students about rights and responsibilities,
the functioning of government, the importance of participation, and respect for diversity and the rule of law.

What are some key topics typically included in a civic education
curriculum?

Key topics often include government structure, citizenship rights and duties, electoral processes, human rights,
community engagement, and critical thinking about social and political issues.

How can civic education curriculum be adapted to be more inclusive?

To be more inclusive, civic education curriculum can incorporate diverse perspectives, address issues of equity
and social justice, use culturally relevant materials, and provide opportunities for all students to engage in
meaningful dialogue.

Why is it important to include digital literacy in the civic education
curriculum?

Including digital literacy is important because it helps students critically evaluate information online,
understand the impact of digital media on public opinion, and participate responsibly in digital civic spaces.

How does civic education curriculum impact student engagement in
community activities?

Civic education curriculum encourages student engagement by fostering awareness of community issues,
developing skills for participation, and motivating students to contribute to their communities through
volunteerism and advocacy.

What challenges do educators face when teaching civic education
curriculum?

Educators face challenges such as political polarization, limited resources, lack of training, potential bias,
and varying student backgrounds and levels of interest in civic topics.

How can technology be integrated into the civic education curriculum to
enhance learning?

Technology can be integrated through the use of interactive simulations, online debates, access to current
events, virtual field trips to government institutions, and platforms for collaborative civic projects.



Additional Resources
1. “Civic Education in the 21st Century: Preparing Informed and Engaged Citizens”
This book explores modern approaches to civic education, emphasizing critical thinking, media literacy, and
active participation. It offers practical curriculum frameworks designed to engage students with real-world
issues. Educators will find strategies to foster democratic values and civic responsibility in diverse
classrooms.

2. “The Foundations of Civic Literacy: A Curriculum Guide for Educators”
Focused on building foundational knowledge, this guide presents essential concepts of government, law, and
citizenship. It includes lesson plans that encourage students to understand their rights and duties within a
democratic society. The book also addresses the importance of historical context in civic education.

3. “Teaching Democracy: A Practical Guide to Civic Education”
This resource provides educators with tools and activities to make civic education interactive and relevant.
It covers themes such as participation, governance, and social justice, using case studies and simulations. The
author emphasizes cultivating critical thinking and respectful dialogue among students.

4. “Global Citizenship and Civic Education: Curriculum Innovations”
Highlighting the global dimensions of civic responsibility, this book integrates international perspectives into
the curriculum. It encourages students to consider global challenges like human rights, sustainability, and
cultural diversity. The text offers innovative pedagogical methods to nurture global-minded citizens.

5. “Youth Engagement and Civic Participation: Strategies for Educators”
This title focuses on motivating young people to become active participants in their communities and beyond. It
discusses barriers to engagement and offers practical solutions to overcome them. Educators will find case
studies and program models that have successfully increased youth involvement.

6. “Civic Education and Digital Citizenship: Navigating the Online World”
Addressing the intersection of technology and civics, this book explores how digital tools impact citizenship
education. It covers topics such as online ethics, misinformation, and digital activism. The curriculum
suggestions aim to prepare students to be responsible and informed digital citizens.

7. “Building Democratic Skills: A Curriculum for Critical Thinking and Civic Dialogue”
This book emphasizes the development of skills necessary for effective democratic participation, including
debate, argumentation, and consensus-building. It offers classroom exercises designed to enhance students’
abilities to engage thoughtfully with diverse viewpoints. The curriculum fosters respectful communication and
informed decision-making.

8. “Civic Education in Diverse Societies: Promoting Inclusion and Equity”
Focusing on multicultural and inclusive approaches, this book addresses the challenges of teaching civics in
diverse classrooms. It provides strategies for incorporating multiple perspectives and promoting equity in civic
learning. Educators will find guidance on creating an environment that respects and values diversity.

9. “The Role of Service Learning in Civic Education”
This text highlights the benefits of integrating service learning into the civic education curriculum. It explains
how community-based projects can deepen students’ understanding of civic concepts and foster social
responsibility. The book includes examples of successful service learning programs and assessment tools.
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  civic education curriculum: Civic Education in the Elementary Grades Dana Mitra, Stephanie
C. Serriere, 2015-10-16 Based on a 5-year study of an elementary school with socioeconomic
diversity, the authors provide an active model of civic engagement organized into three settings:
Classroom, School, and Community. Each chapter includes an overview of what research has
demonstrated about civic engagement in that particular space, offers detailed descriptions of
activities, and closes with lessons for practice. This case study demonstrates how putting civics at
the center of the curriculum gives purpose and motivation to traditional academic learning,
including tested subjects such as reading, writing, and mathematics. As former elementary school
teachers, the authors focus on what is possible in schools rather than a romantic vision of what
schools could be. Classroom teachers, school principals, community members, and teacher
educators can use this resource to foster a deeper, richer understanding of what is entailed in civic
life.
  civic education curriculum: Law as Civic Education Ariel J. Liberman, 2025 If a civics
education is the essential foundation for a functioning, discursive democracy, how should it be
taught? This book offers an innovative solution, arguing that far from abandoning the often-grand
promise of civic education as a means of cultivating reasoning skills and democratic character, we
should embrace it; and proposes a reimagined civics education based on teaching students in
primary and secondary school law and legal reasoning. Drawing on a range of theoretical disciplines
- law, philosophy, ethics, sociology, psychology, and moral educational and child development theory
- this monograph justifies the benefits of law learning as a form of character and civic education and
offers historical and comparative educational examples to show what is possible. It demonstrates
how legal teaching can be incorporated into K-12 curriculum, and argues that such training can be
transformative, guiding students to become citizens capable of meeting the demands of democracy:
citizens with stronger reasoning skills, a motivation to self-examine their values and beliefs and
bring them into conversation with social values, and an ability to effectively navigate political
institutions and participate in public discourse. This compelling and deeply original work will be of
interest to scholars and educators in the fields of civic education, character and virtue education,
legal studies and philosophy of education-- Provided by publisher.
  civic education curriculum: Civic Education Richard G. Niemi, Jane Junn, 2005-05-11 Sound
democratic decisions rely on a citizenry with at least a partial mastery of the rules and workings of
democratic government. American high schools, where students learn the basics of citizenship, thus
ought to play a critical role in the success of democracy. Yet studies examining the impact of high
school government and civics courses on political knowledge over the past quarter-century have
generally shown that these courses have little or no effect. In this important book, Richard G. Niemi
and Jane Junn take a fresh look at what America's high school seniors know about government and
politics and how they learn it. The authors argue convincingly that secondary school civics courses
do indeed enhance students' civic knowledge. This book is based on the most extensive assessment
to date of civic knowledge among American youth--the 1988 National Assessment of Education
Progress (NAEP) Civics Assessment. The authors develop and test a theoretical model to explain the
cognitive process by which students learn about politics and they conclude by suggesting specific
changes in the style and emphasis of civics teaching.
  civic education curriculum: Civitas Charles N. Quigley, Charles F. Bahmueller, 1991 CIVITAS
is a curriculum framework that sets forth a set of national goals to be achieved in a civic education
curriculum, primarily for K-12 public and private schools. It is a framework that proposes to specify
the knowledge and skills needed by citizens to perform their roles in U.S. democracy. There are two
major sections in the framework. It begins with a rationale that explains the basic philosophy,
purpose and nature of the framework. The other major section is a statement of goals and objectives
that civic education should foster. This section is divided into three parts--(1) Civic Virtue, (2) Civic
Participation, and (3) Civic Knowledge and Intellectual Skills. Parts 2 and 3 contain model scope and
sequence statements that suggest what aspects of the subjects in the framework can be taught at



varying school grades and how they may be taught. The part on Civic Knowledge and Intellectual
Skills comprises by far the largest portion of the framework. It organizes summaries of numerous
topics into three main groupings: the nature of politics and government; public government in the
United States; and the role of the citizen. The intended audience for the curriculum is educators at
state and local levels concerned with the development of civic education curricula in the schools.
Classroom teachers also may find the framework a useful resource and reference book. A six-page
executive summary is appended. (DB)
  civic education curriculum: Schools, Curriculum and Civic Education for Building
Democratic Citizens Murray Print, Dirk Lange, 2013-02-12 How can schools and the school
curriculum contribute to building democratic citizens? This is a major question posed by
governments, educational systems, schools, teachers and researchers around the world. One
important way is to identify the competences needed for preparing democratic citizens and
incorporate these within both the formal and informal school curriculum. Another question must
then be posed- what competences do young citizens need to be considered as active and engaged in
modern democracies? In 2011 an invited research symposium of leading civic and political
educators, and social scientists from across Europe met in Hannover, Germany to consider this key
concern facing Europe today. In examining the above questions the symposium addressed two
significant issues: 1. Identify key competencies required for active citizenship of young people in
Europe of the future. 2. Translate those competencies to school-based activities in the form of
curricular and pedagogical strategies. The publication Civic Education and Competences for
Engaging Citizens in Democracies addressed the first issue and this volume addresses the second
issue. Through discussion in the invited symposium, previously prepared papers, and participation in
a modified Delphi Technique the participants have prepared chapters for this book. The chapters of
this book represent the contribution of the participants before, during and after the symposium with
opportunities for review and reflection about competences for democratic citizenship and the role of
schools and the curriculum. Murray Print and Dirk Lange are professors from the University of
Sydney and Leibniz University of Hannover respectively and are national leaders in civics and
citizenship education in their respective countries. They have brought together a group of leading
European civic and citizenship educators from different academic fields to explore the key issue and
to identify the competences for young people to become active and engaged European citizens.
  civic education curriculum: Civic Education for Diverse Citizens in Global Times Beth C.
Rubin, James M. Giarelli, 2013-10-11 This book explores four interrelated themes: rethinking civic
education in light of the diversity of U.S. society; re-examining these notions in an increasingly
interconnected global context; re-considering the ways that civic education is researched and
practiced; and taking stock of where we are currently through use of an historical understanding of
civic education. There is a gap between theory and practice in social studies education: while social
studies researchers call for teachers to nurture skills of analysis, decision-making, and participatory
citizenship, students in social studies classrooms are often found participating in passive tasks (e.g.,
quiz and test-taking, worksheet completion, listening to lectures) rather than engaging critically
with the curriculum. Civic Education for Diverse Citizens in Global Times, directed at students,
researchers and practitioners of social studies education, seeks to engage this divide by offering a
collection of work that puts practice at the center of research and theory.
  civic education curriculum: Becoming Active Citizens Tom Driscoll, Shawn W. McCusker,
2022-05-27 Reimagine civic education! This innovative resource provides practical strategies and
technological resources for creating authentic, engaging learning experiences that empower
students to participate in civic discourse and action. It examines the current reality of civic
education in the United States and other democracies, identifies why change is necessary, and
guides readers on how to spark interest and build skills for participating in a democratic society.
K-12 educators and leaders will: Learn how to transform civic education to prepare students to
become active and engaged citizens Discover how to weave civic instruction across the curriculum
to create authentic, interdisciplinary projects. Explore games and other activities that enhance



student engagement and understanding of civics Receive lesson examples of effective civic
instruction for various grade levels and subject areas Understand how to create opportunities for
teaching democratic values through productive civil discourse Contents: Introduction Part I: Civic
Education in 2022 Chapter 1: Civic Education in 2022 Chapter 2: What Works in Civic Education
Part II: Modern Civic Education in Action Chapter 3: The Power of Action Civics and Authentic
Experiences Chapter 4: Engagement in Civil Discourse Chapter 5: News Media Literacy for
Combating Misinformation Chapter 6: Engagement Through Games, Simulations, and Competitions
Part III: Civics Lessons Across Subject Areas Chapter 7: Civics Lessons for English Language Arts
and Social Studies Chapter 8: Civics Lessons for Science and Mathematics Chapter 9:
Interdisciplinary Civics Experiences Epilogue References and Resources Index
  civic education curriculum: Becoming Active Citizens Tom Driscoll, Shawn W. McClusker,
2022-05-24 Reimagine civic education! This innovative resource provides practical strategies and
technological resources for creating authentic, engaging learning experiences that empower
students to participate in civic discourse and action. It examines the current reality of civic
education in the United States and other democracies, identifies why change is necessary, and
guides readers on how to spark interest and build skills for participating in a democratic society.
K–12 educators and leaders will: Learn how to transform civic education to prepare students to
become active and engaged citizens Discover how to weave civic instruction across the curriculum
to create authentic, interdisciplinary projects Explore games and other activities that enhance
student engagement and understanding of civics Receive lesson examples of effective civic
instruction for various grade levels and subject areas Understand how to create opportunities for
teaching democratic values through productive civil discourse Contents: Introduction Part I: Civic
Education in 2022 Chapter 1: Civic Education in 2022 Chapter 2: What Works in Civic Education
Part II: Modern Civic Education in Action Chapter 3: The Power of Action Civics and Authentic
Experiences Chapter 4: Engagement in Civil Discourse Chapter 5: News Media Literacy for
Combating Misinformation Chapter 6: Engagement Through Games, Simulations, and Competitions
Part III: Civics Lessons Across Subject Areas Chapter 7: Civics Lessons for English Language Arts
and Social Studies Chapter 8: Civics Lessons for Science and Mathematics Chapter 9:
Interdisciplinary Civics Experiences Epilogue References and Resources Index
  civic education curriculum: Local Civics with National Purpose J. Spencer Clark, 2021-02-03
This book examines the development of civic education in the United States through the lives of two
teachers at Shortridge High School (SHS) in Indianapolis around 1900. After situating civic
education at the turn-of-the-century, the book describes the career of Laura Donnan—her influences,
teaching, extracurriculars, and civic life—through the lens of her unique epistemology, shaped by
negotiating the gendered ideologies of her era. Then, the book re-examines Arthur W. Dunn’s career,
focusing on his ten years at SHS, and the influence of Donnan on his popular community civics
curriculum and subsequently the 1916 report “The Social Studies in Secondary Education.” Previous
scholars have overlooked Dunn’s time at SHS, viewing it simply as a stepping stone for the
progressive educator’s career. This book argues that Dunn’s time at SHS was pivotal to his career
due to influential colleagues, primarily Donnan. To conclude, Clark discusses the implications of
Donnan’s epistemology in shaping civic education in the United States.
  civic education curriculum: Adventures in Law and History , 2004
  civic education curriculum: The Future of Civic Education Elizabeth Yeager Washington,
Keith C. Barton, 2024-10-01 Speaking to the need to move beyond traditional formulations, this
textbook presents radical visions for transforming civic education in the United States. Drawing on
the experience of educators and scholars—including those rooted in feminist, queer, abolitionist,
global, and race-conscious perspectives—this work offers new, practical ideas for civic education
reform. Responding to recent political crises, many scholars, educators, and public commentators
have called for a rebirth of civic education, but these all are grounded in the premise that the goal of
civic education should be to teach students about the U.S. Constitutional system and how to operate
within it. This book argues that the U.S. governmental system, including the Constitution, is infused



with racist and anti-democratic premises and procedures. It asks: How can we seek a new path—one
that is more democratic, more equitable, and more humane? A diverse range of leading civic
educators, who are willing not just to push the boundaries of civic education but to operate outside
its assumptions altogether, explore what future possibilities for civic education might look like and
how these innovative ideas could be implemented in the classroom. Combining theory with practice,
The Future of Civic Education will be important reading for those studying or researching in social
studies methods, social studies issues, citizenship, and civic education. It will also be beneficial to
social studies teachers at elementary and secondary levels, as well as policymakers and
non-governmental organizations (NGOs).
  civic education curriculum: Perceptions of Implementation of Civic Education Curriculum in a
Suburban School District Sheena Rachel Jacob, 2020 The purpose of this qualitative research study
was to explore and develop an understanding of teachers and coordinator perceptions of a civic
education and to analyze how the program was implemented in a suburban school district. This
qualitative case study explored the experiences of one school district's civic education program. and
was informed by interviews, observations and documents. The researcher interviewed a K-12 social
studies coordinator and two teachers. The researcher also observed four civic education classes
within the school district. Finally, the researcher analyzed documents that comprised the syllabus
for the 12th grade Civic courses, student work from 12th grade Civics courses, and activities and
lessons from 5th grade classes. The specific research questions were: (1) What are the perceptions
of the implementation of a civic education program, for the K-12 social studies curriculum, in a
suburban school district?, and (2) How is the civic education program in K-12 social studies
implemented? The study conclusions identified the following themes: civic engagement which
incorporates student activities within allotted instruction time and outside of school time that
promotes students' active participation and collaboration with local and school officials on issues
concerning students and community, civic identity and commitment which involves implementing a
program where all stakeholders (building and central administrators, teachers, community
members) are all committed and supportive, civic knowledge which involves the ability to
understand what civics means and to implement the curriculum within the time allotted for the
subject social studies to be taught, and civic contexts/structures which involves having students
demonstrate the ability and commitment to collaboratively work across and within community
contexts and structures to achieve a civic goal. From the study's conclusions, it is evident that the
allocation of appropriate and sufficient resources, in addition to district and community support, is
essential to ensure that civic education is successfully implemented in K-12 schools. Future research
can add to these findings by exploring how districts can implement a K-12 civic education
curriculum for all students, including analyzing short- and long-term effects of implementing such a
program at the local, state, and national levels.
  civic education curriculum: A Practical Guide for Integrating Civic Responsibility Into the
Curriculum Karla Gottlieb, Gail Robinson, 2006-06-30 From Preface: This curriculum guide evolved
from a national service learning project of the AACC. Recognizing that an intentional civic
responsibility component was missing from many service learning initiatives, AACC selected six
colleges from around the country to participate in a pilot project whose purpose was to identify
service learning strategies to boost civic engagement and foster civic responsibility among
community college students.
  civic education curriculum: Adventures in Law and History Marshall Croddy, 2004-01-01
  civic education curriculum: Becoming Active Citizens Tom Driscoll, Shawn W. McCusker,
2023
  civic education curriculum: The Morality of Democratic Citizenship Robert Freeman
Butts, 1988 In recent years a number of political and educational leaders and groups have urged the
nation's public schools to place a greater emphasis on teaching civic values and on educating
students to become citizens. This book puts forth the civic values and ideas that schools should be
teaching. The volume is not a handbook or curriculum guide, but is designed to broaden the



perspective of curriculum specialists, textbook authors, teachers, and educational policymakers. In
the first three chapters of this four-chapter book, the study of and learning about history, the study
and learning about constitutional principles, and the study and learning about conceptions of
citizenship are examined. The final chapter offers a set of 12 ideas and civic values that should
suffuse teaching and learning in the schools. These 12 values are justice, equality, authority,
participation, truth, patriotism, freedom, diversity, privacy, due process, property, and human rights.
(DB)
  civic education curriculum: Citizenship Education Anne Sliwka, For students, citizenship
education means more than merely learning about citizenship and democracy. Citizenship education
means learning through practicing citizenship inside and outside the school. One model for that is
service learning, which combines service and learning by linking community service and reflection
about it in class.
  civic education curriculum: Democracy in Action , 2001
  civic education curriculum: Education for Civic Engagement in Democracy ERIC
Clearinghouse for Social Studies/Social Science Education, Bloomington, IN., 2000 This collection of
essays and references addresses the problem of the disengagement in public affairs and politics by
U.S. youth and young adults. The collection brings together evidence of youth disengagement and
reports on promising practices for civic education. Several chapters are devoted to research findings
on the impact of service and service learning and to programs that connect service to politics and
public life. Other chapters explore methods to counter cynicism and lack of information or
misinformation about political processes and public officials. Essays in the collection are: (1)
Introduction to Education for Civic Engagement in Democracy (John J. Patrick); (2) Political Apathy
and Avoidance of News Media among Generations X and Y: America's Continuing Problem (Stephen
Earl Bennett); (3) Service Learning and Civic Education (Richard M. Battistoni); (4) Service Learning
and Civic Education in the Schools: What Does Recent Research Tell Us? (Mary A. Hepburn); (5)
Civic Education as a Craft, Not a Program (Harry C. Boyte); (6) Effects of Public Deliberation on
High School Students: Bridging the Disconnection between Young People and Public Life (Iara
Peng); (7) Education for Citizenship: Promising Effects of the 'Kids Voting USA' Curriculum (Steven
Chaffee); (8) We the People . . . Project Citizen (Herbert M. Atherton); (9) Improving Civic
Education: The Dirksen Congressional Center (Frank H. Mackaman; Andrea Schade); (10) The
Public Service Academy (John G. Stone III); (11) Why Should the Young Desire a Career in
Government or Consider Running for Office? (Susan A. MacManus); and (12) Building Trust in
Representative Democracy (Jan Goehring; Karl Kurtz; Alan Rosenthal). Appendixes contain resource
guides, the American Political Science Association's articulation statement, and a declaration of the
National Alliance for Civic Education. (BT)
  civic education curriculum: Civic Engagement Across the Curriculum Richard M. Battistoni,
2017-01-27 Civic Education Across the Curriculum offers faculty in all disciplines rationales and
resources for connecting their service-learning efforts to the broader goals of civic engagement.
Campuses promoting engagement are beginning to tie service-learning practices to their civic
mission of preparing students for participation in a diverse, democratic society. There are, however,
few resources for faculty—especially those in fields not traditionally linked with civic education—to
think about how civic engagement might be incorporated into their own disciplinary perspectives
and course goals. This volume distills a wide range of disciplinary perspectives on citizenship into
usable conceptual frameworks. It provides concrete examples of course materials, exercises, and
assignments that can be used in service-learning courses to develop students’ civic capacities,
regardless of disciplinary area. This volume will assist faculty in their own curricular work as well as
enable them to combine their individual initiatives with others across their campus.
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